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LETTER      I. 

Rotterdam,  Dx.  30,  1780, 
FRIEND  GORDON, 

\  yTY  former  letter  mentioned  the  failing  of  a  large  17 84 
-*•*-*-  Spanifh  fleet  under  Don  Jofeph  Solano.  Capt. 
Mann  of  the  Cerberus  frigate,  falling  in  with  it,  and 
rightly  judging  of  its  deftinatiori,  from  the  courfe  it 
fleered  and  other  circumftances,  confidered  with  great 
propriety,  that  the  public  good  and  the  importance  of 
the  object  fhould  fupply  the  defect  of  particular  orders^ 
and  that  the  limited  defign  of  his  cruife  could  not  com- 
pare with  the  immediate  application  of  the  knowledge 
he  had  accidentally  acquired.  The  captain  therefore 
inftantly  proceeded  to  the  Weft  Indies,  to  communicate 
the  intelligence  to  Sir  George  Rodney,  then  at  Barba- 
does.  Upon  receiving  it,  Sir  George  ufed  the  utmoft 
diligence  in  putting- to  fea,  in  order  to  intercept  the  Spa- 
nilri  fleet  and  convoy  before  they  could  join  the  French, 
then  in  Fort  Royal  bay  Martinico.  -But  his  views  were- 
VOL.  IV.  B  fruftrated 
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*78*-fruilrated  through  the  precaution  of  the  Spanifli  admi- 
ral.    Don  Solano,  apprehenfive  though  not  informed  of 
the  danger,  inftead  of  proceeding,  to  Fort  Royal  bay* 
prudently  flopped  ihort  on  his  approach  to  the  neareft 
iflands  j    and  difpatched  a  frigate  to  inform  count  dc 
Guichen  of  his  fituation,  and  to  require  a  fpeedy  junc- 
tion of  the  fleets  where  he  then  was.     The  French  com- 
j    ^  mander  failed  directly,  with  18  fhips  of  the  line,  and 
no,     keeping  clofe  to  leeward  of  the  iflands,  joined  the  Spa- 
niards under  Dominique. 

The  combined  fleets'amounted  to  36  fail  of  the  line, 
which  with  their  united  land  forces,  formed  fuch  an  ap- 
parent fuperiorky,  as  nothing  in  thofe  feas  or  iflands 
feerned  capable  of  refilling.  But  the  Spanifh  troops 
being  to6  much  crowded  on  board  their  tranfports,  to- 
gether with  the  length  of  the  voyage,  the  change  of  cli- 
mate and  diet;  and  ether  circumftances,  a  moil  mortal 
and  contagious  diforder  was  generated,  which  firft"  infect 
ing  their  own  feamen,  at  length  fpread,  though  not  en- 
tirely with  ib  fatal  an  effect,  through  the  French  fleet 
and  land  forces.  Beflde  the  great  mortality  on  the  paf- 
lage,  the  Spaniards  landed  no  lefs  than  1200  fick  on 
their  firft  arrival  at  Dominique,  arid  a  much  greater 
number  afterward  at  Guadaloupe  and  Martinico.  Thus 
the  fpirit  of  enterprife  was  damped,  and  fome  part  of 
the  means  taken  away.  Still  the  combined  forces  had 
a  fufficient  fuperiority  to  enable  them  to  proceed  to  of- 
fenfive  operations  with  the  profpect  of  fuccefs.  "tSir 
George  Rodney  on  the  junction  of  the  enemies  fleets 
retired  to  St.  Lucie,  where  he  was  equally  well  fituated, 
either  for  obferving  their  motions  and  counteracting,  ac^ 
cording  to  his  ability,  their  defigns  on  the  other  iflands  $ 
5  -or 
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fcr  for  felf-defence  Ihould  they  venture  upon  ah  attack.  *7&* 
But  they  remained  totally  inactive  in  Fort  Royal  bay  till 
the  fth  of  July,  when  they  put  to  Tea  in  the  night,  with-  July 
out  making  fignals  or  (bowing  lights.     Had  they  im-     •** 
proved  their  opportunity,    Jamaica  mult  undoubtedly 
have  fallen  •  but  a  mifunderitanding  between  the  Spa- 
ni(b  and  French  admirals,  rendered  their  jtmction  and 
fuperiority  of  little  importance.     Count  de  Guiehen  ac- 
companied Don  Solaho  as  far   as  St.  Domingo,    arid 
then  left  the  Spanifh  fleet  to  proceed  fingly  to  the  Ha- 
vannah,  while  he  with  the  French  put  in  at  Cape  Frari- 
<;ois.     Here  he  remained  till  a  large  convoy  was  col- 
lected from  the  French  iflands,  with  which  he  proceeded 
directly  for  Europe.     Sir  George  Rodney,  entertaining 
a  miftaken  apprehenfion  either  from  his  own  conjecture 
or  from  information,    that  de   Guiehen  was  bound  to 
North  America  in  order  to  join  adm.  Ternay  at  Rhode 
Ifland,  had  no  fooner  received  certain  intelligence  of  his 
departure  from  Cape  Fraricois ;  than  he  failed  himfeif 
•with  eleven  capital  (hips  and  four  frigates  for  New  York* 
The  combined  fleets  in  the  European  feas  hare  been 
more  fuccefsful.     A  rich  and  confiderable  convoy  for 
the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies  failed  from  Portfmouth  in  the 
latter  end  of  July;  under  the  conduct  of  capt.  MOD  tray 
of  the  Ramillies  and  two  frigates :  the  whole  were  in- 
tercepted on  the  9th  of  Auguft  by  the  combined  fleets 
under  Don  Louis  de  Cordova.     The  convoy  included, 
befide  the  merchantmen,  eighteen  victuallers,  ftorefhips 
and  tranfports,  deftined  for  the  fervice  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies.    Five  Eaft  Indiamen  made  a  part  of  it,  and  to- 
gether with  arms,  ammunition,  and  a  train  of  artillery, 
conveyed  a  large  quantity  of  naval  (lores,  for  the  fupply 
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J78o»  of  the  Britifh  fquadron  in  that  quarter.  The  Eaft  Tn^ 
dia  and  fifty  Weft  India  fhips,  including  thofe  upon  go- 
vernmental account,  were  taken.  The  Ramillies,  with 
the  frigates,  and  a  few  Weft  India  Ihips  efcaped.  Such 
a  prize  never  before  entered  the  harbour  of  Cadiz.  A 
Britifh  fleet  of  near  60  fhips  led  captive  by  a  Spanifh 
fquadron,  was  extremely  flattering  to  a  people,  to  whom 
naval  captures  from  fuch  an  enemy  were  an  unufual 
fpectacle.  The  appearance  of  the  numerous  prifoners 
rendered  the  triumph  more  complete,  and  made  the 
Tight  ftill  more  fingular.  They  confifted  of  1250  fea- 
men,  officers  included  $  of  1255  foldiers,  and  74 -offi- 
cers;  of  149  women;  and  of  137  paffengers  of  both 
fexes,  among  whom  were  feme  married  and  unmarried 
ladies  of  condition.  The  whole  amounted  to  2865  per- 
fons.  The  value  of  the  faleable  commodities  was  great, 
but  the  lofs  of  the  military  and  naval  iupplies  was  much 
^lore  canfiderable,  as  they  could  not  be  replaced-  in 
time.  Advantageous  purchafes  will  undoubtedly  be 
made  out  of  this  capture  for  the  fervice  of  the  Ame- 
rican army* 

The  ftrong  appearances  of  an  approaching  ftorm, 
with  which  adminiftration  was  threatened,  having  fub- 
fided  5  and  every  thing  going  on  fmoothly  and  profpe- 
roufly,  there  was  reaibn  to  expect  that  elections  for  a 
new  parliament  would  go  "greatly  in  favor  of  the  court, 
A  difiblution  of  the  prefent  was  therefore  determined, 
Sept.  upon  ;  but  the  defign  was  kept  a  profound  fecret.  When 
*•  -the  proclamation  for  the  difTolving  of  it  appeared,  it 
-wrought  like  a  thunder  cla-p,  with  relpect  to  fudclennefs 
and  furprife,  on  thofe  who  were  unacquainted  with  the 
defign.  A  new  prorogation  had  taken  place  within  a 

few 
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few  days,  which  ferved  to  render  the  ftroke  ftill  more  1780, 
unexpected.     The  elections  went  much  in  favor  of  the 
court.     One  hundred  and  thirteen  new  reprefentatives 
obtained  feats  in  parliament. 

Mr.  Laurens  was  taken  on  his  way  from  congrefs  to 
Holland,  in  the  beginning  of  September,  on  the  banks 
of  Newfoundland.  A  package  of  papers,  when  throv/n 
overboard,  not  finking  fuddenly,  was  faved  by  the  bold- 
nefs  and  dexterity  of  a  Britifli  failor,  and  mod  of  them 
were  recovered  from  the  effefts  of  the  water.  On  his 
arrival  in  England,  he  was  committed  upon  a  charge  of o<^' 
high  treafon,  as  a  ftate  prifoner  to  the  Tower,  under 
an  order  figned  by  the  three  fecretaries  of  ftate.  He 
claimed  the  privileges  of  his  public  character,  as  a  com- 
miflioner  from  the  United  States  of  America;  and  de- 
clined anfwering  any  queftions  whofe  tendency  he  could 
not  immediately  perceive,  fo  that  little  information  was 
obtained  from  him.  But  by  the  medium  of  his  papers 
the  adminiftration  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  even- 
tual treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  America 
and  Holland.  The  papers  relating  to  this  bufmefs  were 
delivered  about  the  beginning  of  November  to  the 
prince 'of  Orange,  who  on  the  5th  laid  them  before  the 
ftates  of  Holland  and  Weft  Frieiland.  On  the  loth  Sir  4 
Jofeph  Yorke  prefented  to  the  States  General  a  memo- 
rial concerning  them.  He  demanded  in  die  name  of 
the  king,  his  mailer,  not  only  a  formal  difavowal  of 
[what  was  pronounced]  fo  irregular  a  conduct,  as  that 
which  was  charged  upon  the  ftates  of  Amfterdam,  of 
carrying  on  a  long  clandeftine  correfpondence  with  the 
American  rebels,  and  of  giving  inftrudions  and  power* 
for  entering  into  a  treaty  with  thofe  rebels  i  but  alfo  jn- 
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on  a  fpeedy  fatisfa&ion,  and  the  punifliment  of  the 
penfionary  Van  Berkel  and  his  accomplices.  This  con- 
duel:  was  declared  to  be  no  lefs  contrary  to  the  moil 
facred  engagements  of  their  high  mightinefles,  than  rer. 
pugnant  to  the  Dutch  conftitution. 

The  reference  to  fuch  engagements  feems  to  have 
been  ill  timed,  as  the  royal  order  of  the  iyth  of  April 
Jaft  had  declared  Holland  to  be  on  the  footing  of  other 
fientral  powers;  and  had  difannulled  the  efficacy  of  fuch 
engagements  for  the  prefent,  by  fufpending  till  further 
orders  all  the  particular  ftipulations  refpecling  the  fub- 
jects  of  the  States  General,  contained  in  the  feveral 
treaties  then  fubfifling.  The  States  General  difavowed 
the  intended  treaty  of  the  city  of  Amfterdam,  and  en- 
gaged to  profecute  the  penfionary  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  country.  This  not  being  deemed  fatisfactory,  Sir 
Jofeph  Yorke  received  orders  to  withdraw  from  the 
Hague  j  and  on  the  2Oth  of  December,  a  manifefto 
againfl  the  Dutch  was  publifhed  in  a  London  Gazette 
Extraordinary,  followed  by  an  order  of  council-^."  That 
general  reprifals  be  granted  againft  the  fhips,  goods  and 
fubjeds  of  the  States  General."  A  few  days  before  the 
publication,  the  States  General  had  acceded  to  the  con- 
federation of  the  armed  neutrality. 

On  Tuefday  O&ober  the  jd,  Jamaica  was  vifitec} 
with  a  complicated  calamity.  A  moft  extraordinary 
fwell  of  the  fea,  ten  feet  higher  than  its  common  level> 
fucceedcd  by  an  earthquake  and  hurricane,  brought 
dreadful  deftrucYion  on  particular  parts  of  the  ifland. 
Savannah  La  Mar,  a  confiderable  trading  town  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  ifland  in  Weilmoreland  parilh/  was 
totally  fleftroyed,  by  the  fea's  fuddenly  buriling  through. 
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ali  bounds  and  furmounting  all  obilacles.  Every  thing  i?** 
was  fo  completely  fwept  away  upon  its  retreat,  as  not  to 
leave  the  fmalleft  veflige  of  man,  beaft  or  habitation 
behind.  About  200  perfons  of  all  colours,  perifhed  by 
this  terrible  irruption.  The  fea  flowed  up  half  a  mile 
beyond  its  ufual  fixed  limits.  This  was  the  prelude  to 
the  fucceeding  earthquake  and  hurricane.  The  damage 
in  the  parilh  of  Weftmoreland  only,  amounted  to  near 
700,000!.  fterling.  In  that  of  Hanover,  one  fourth 
part  of  the  abfolute  property  is  faid  to  be  Joft  for  ever. 
The  merchants  of  Kingfton  generoufly  fent  dswn  for 
the  immediate  relief  of  the  unhappy  fufferers,  1 0,000 1. 
value  in  different  kinds  of  proyifion,  clpphing  and  other 

articles, 

A  yet  more  tremendous  hurricane  began  at  Barbadoes  Oft. 
in  the  morning,  and  continued  with  little  intermifllon  I0f 
about  48  hours.  The  fhips  were  driven  from  their 
anchors,  and  obliged  to  encounter  all  the  horrors  of  a 
moft  outrageous  fea.  It  prevailed  chiefly  in  the  night; 
and  Bridge  Town,  the  capital,  was  nearly  levelled  with 
the  earth.  The  inhabitants  who  efcaped,  anxioufly 
waited  the  break  of  day,  flattering  themfelves  that  with 
the  light  they  Ihpuld  fee  a  ceJTation  of  the  ftorm.  Buc 
£he  ftrongeft  colours  cannot  paint  the  miferies  they  were 
under.  The  ground  was  covered  with  the  mangled 
bodies  of  their  friends  and  relations.  Reputable  fami- 
lies wandered  through  the  ruins  in  fearch  of  food  and 
flielter.  Mean  while  there  was  a  continual  fcene  of  rapine 
and  confufion.  The  negroes,  inftead  of  attempting  to 
fave  the  effe&s  of  the  unhappy  furTerers>  were  plunder- 
ing every  part  of  the  town.  The  temped  was  but  little 
The  day  ftrved  but  to  exhibit  the  moft  melaiu- 
B  4  chply 
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choly  profpect.     The  devaftation  on  all  fides  was  ter- 
rible— not  a  building  Handing — the  trees,  if  not  torn  up 
by  the  roots,  ftripped  of  their  leaves  and  branches — the 
moft   luxuriant   fpring  changed   in   one   night  to   the 
drearieft  winter — the  few  public  buildings,  notwithftand- 
their  ftrength,  fallen  in  the  general  wreck.     The  lofs  of 
human  lives  was  great  even  among  the  whites ;  but  in- 
cluding the   blacks  was  efti  mated  at  fome  thoufands. 
To  increafe  the  calamity,  moft  of  the  living  (lock  on 
the  ifland,  particularly  of  the  horned  cattle,  perifhed. 
An  extraordinary  inftance  of  the  united  force  of  the 
winds  and  waves  was  apparent  upon  this  occafion  in 
the  removal  of  a  cannon,  a  twelve  pounder,  from  the 
fouth  to  the  north  battery,  being  a  diftance  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  yards.     The  truth  of  this  fact  and  of  the 
others  was  fupported  by  public  documents,  tranfmitted 
to  the  fecretary  of  ftate  by  the  governor  of  the  ifland, 
^nd  by  gen.  Vaughan.     Be  it  mentioned  to  the  honor 
and  praife  of  Don  Pedro  St.  Jago,  a  captain  of  the  re- 
giment of  Arragon,  and  of  the  other  Spanifh  prilbners 
at  Barbadoes,  who  were  all  under  his  immediate  direc- 
tion, that  they  acted  the  kind  part  of  friends,  inftead 
of  behaving  like  enemies,  or  even  with  indifference,  in 
this  feafon  of  calamity  j  and  omitted  no  labor  or  fervice 
in  their  power,  for  the  affiilance  of  the  diftrefTed  inha- 
bitants, and  the  prefervation  of  public  order. 

The  iflands  of  St.  Lucie,  Grenada  and  St.  Vincent, 
were  likewife  laid  nearly  deiblate.  Moft  of  the  fhips  of 
•war  were  driven  out  to  iea  from  St.  Lucie,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  hurricane.  The  tranfports,  victuallers, 
and  traders,  were  difmafted,  and  generally  driven  on 
Shore.  A  prize  of  18  guns  was  wrecked  on  the  back 
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of  the  ifland,  and  all  except  17  perilhed.     The  Andro- 
meda  and  Laurel  of  28   guns  each,  were  loft  on  the 
coaft  of  Martinico ;  none  of  the  officers  and  but  few 
of  the  crews  were  faved.     The  Deal  Caftle  of  24  guns 
furfered  the  fame  fate.     The  fquadron  under  admiral 
Rowley,  which  convoyed  the  Jamaica  trade  on  its  way 
to  Europe,  experienced  no  lefs  calamity,  and  fuftained 
dill  greater  lofs.     The  admiral  returned  to  Jamaica  with 
five  (hips,  moftly  difmafted  and  all  difabled.     The  Ster- 
ling Caftle  of  64  guns,  was  totally  loft  on  the  coaft  of 
Hifpaniola,  and  only  about  50  of  the  crew  faved.     The 
Thunderer,    commodore  Boyle  Walfingham,  was  un- 
doubtedly fwallowcd  up,  no  traces  of  her  fate  having 
yet  come  to  light.     The  Phoenix  of  44  guns,  Sir  Hyde 
Parker,    was  wrecked   on   the  ifle  of  Cuba ;    but  her 
officers  and  moft  of  her  crew  were  laved.     The  Barba- 
does   and  Victor  floops  of  war,   with  the  Cameleon, 
Seal-borough,  and  La  Blanche,  frigates,  became  likewlfe, 
with  a  partial  or  total  lofs  of  men  and  officers,  victims 
to  the  rage  of  this  mercilefs  feafon.     The  French  iflands 
appear  to  have  fuffered   even   more  than   the  Britifh, 
Barbadoes  only  excepted.     At    Martinico    the  public 
buildings  and  private  houfes  of  Fort  Royal  town,  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  fourteen  hundred,   were   blown 
down,  and  an  incredible  number  of  perfons  loft  their 
lives.     Every  houfe  in  St.  Pierre  fliared  the  fame  fate, 
and  more  than  a  thoufand  people  perilhed.     The  num- 
bers loft  upon  the  ifland,  including  negroes,  is  computed 
at  about  9000,  and  the  damage  at  700,000  louis  d'ors. 
Sixty-two  fail  of  tranfports  from  France,  which  arrived 
that  morning  at  Martinico,  with  ftores  and  2500  troops 
on  hoard,  were  all  driven  out  to  fea,  and  feveral  were- 

loft. 


JO  THE     HI  STORY     OF     THE 

780*  loft.  The  Experiment  of  50  guns,  and  the  Juno  of 
40,  with  fome  other  royal  French  frigates,  were  de~ 
ftroyed ;  and  19  fail  of  loaded  Dutch  vefiels  were  dafhed 
to  pieces  on  Grenada.  The  deftruclion  of  people 
(whites  and  blacks)  at  St.  Euftatia,  was  reputed  to  be 
between  4  and  5000.  A  number  of  houfes  were  blown 
down  and  wafhed  away  with  the  inhabitants  into  the 
lea.  The  pecuniary  lofs  muft  be  very  great. 

The  humanity  of  the  marquis  de  Bouille  affords  fome 
relief  to  thele  fcenes  of  horror  and  devaftation.  He 
lent  31  Brkifli  failors  (the  remains  that  were  faved  of 
the  crews  of  the  Laurel  and  Andromeda)  under  a  flag 
of  truce  to  commodore  Hotham  at  St.  Lucie,  accom- 
panied with  a  declaration,  that  he  could  not  confider  in 
the  light  of  enemies,  men  who  had  fo  hardly  efcaped 
in  a  contention  with  the  force  of  the  elements ;  but 
that  they  having,  in  common  with  his  own  people,  been 
partakers  of  the  fame  danger,  were  in  like  manner  en- 
titled to  every  comfort  and  relief  that  could  be  given, 
in  a  feafon  of  fuch  univerfal  calamity  and  diftrefs.  He 
only  lamented,  he  faid,  that  their  number  was  fo  fmall, 
and  particularly  that  none  of  the  officers  were  faved. 

The  new  parliament  met  on  the  laft  of  October. 
The  late  fpeaker,  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  having  offended 
the  miniftry,  by  exercifmg  too  much  of  an  independent 
ipirit,  they  determined  upon  choofing  another  perfon 
in  his  room.  Mr.  Dunning  moved,  that  Sir  Fletcher 
Hiould  be  continued.  The  miniftry  pretended,  that  an 
anxiety  for  his  health  was  the  real  caufe  of  moving  that 
a  different  member  might  be  chofen  :  but  Sir  Fletcher, 
after  declaring  that  he  came  there  with  a  full  determi- 
nation not  to  go  again  into  the  chair  upoa  any  account* 
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informed  the  houfe  that  the  king's  minifters  had 
held  the  fmalleft  previous  communication  with  him  upon 
the  fubject  ;  that  he  had  been  in  town  three  days,  and 
had  never  been  afked  whether  his  health  would  enable 
him  to  continue  in  the  chair,  nor  had  be  been  applied 
to  directly  or  indirectly,  on  the  fubject  of  choofing  a 
new  fpeaker,  He  called  upon  the  minifters  to  declare, 
why  he  was  thus  difgracefully  difmiffed.  After  debates, 
}ord  George  Germain's  motion  for  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Cornwall  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  203  votes 
to  134,  who  fupported  Mr.  Dunning's  motion. 

The  king  went  the  next  day  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  NOT. 
and  delivered  his  fpeech  to  the  parliament.  In  it  he  K 
took  notice  of  the  fignal  fucceflfes  which  had  attended 
the  progrefs  of  his  arms  in  Georgia  and  Carolina. 
Thefe  he  trufted  would  have  important  confequences  in 
bringing  the  war  to  a  happy  conclufion.  When  the 
commons  were  debating  upon  the  addrefs,  Mr.  Fox  re- 
prehended the  minifters  in  the  moft  pointed  terms,  for  , 
having  dared  to  fend  orders  to  officers  in  all  the  towns 
cf  the  kingdom,  as  well  in  thole  where  there  had  not 
been  the  fmalleft  pronenefs  to  tumult,  as  in  thofe  where 
it  had  entirely  fubfided  and  quiet  was  perfectly  reftored, 
giving  them  power  to  act  at'  difcretion,  without  the 
authority  of  the  civil  magiftrate,  Thefe  orders,  he  de-* 
clared,  had  not  been  recalled,  till  almoft  every  election 
was  over.  He  likewife  arraigned  the  minifters  in  terms 
of  the  utmoft  feverity,  for  the  infult  which,  he  faid, 
had  been  offered  to  the  navy,  and  the  prejudice  done  to 
that  fervice,  by  the  late  appointment  of  Sir  Hugh  Pair. 
lifer  to  the  government  of  Greenwich  HofpitaL  The 

addrei^ 
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*78°'addrefs  was  carried,  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of 
212  to  130. 

Major  Tyler,  who  ferved  formerly  in  one  of  the 
American  continental  regiments,  by  his  irregular  pur- 
fuit  of  pleafure,  occafioned  an  information  to  be  lodged 
againft  himfelf  and  Mr.  John  Trumbull,  who  was  de- 
puty adjutant  general  with  Gates  at  Tyconderoga  in 
1776.  Tyler  efeaped:  but  Trumbull  was  taken  and 
committed  to  prifon  on  the  21  ft  of  November,  being 
charged  with  holding  a  treafonable  correipondence  with 
the  enemy.  When  he  was  re-examined  the  next  day, 
three  letters  were  produced  and  read,  one  to  his  father 
the  governor  of  Connecticut,  the  fecond  from  Dr.  Frank- 
Jin's  grandfon  at  PafTey,  where  the  doctor  refides,  and 
the  third  from  a  Mr.  White  of  Lyme  in  Dorfetfhire. 
Mr.  Trumbull  in  his  anfwers  to  the  queftions  afked 
him,  faid,  that  he  arrived  in  England  in  the  beginning 
of  July  j  and  that  the  profeflion  he  had  in  view  was  that 
of  painting,  of  which  Mr.  B.  Weft,  the  hiftorical 
painter,  could  inform  the  bench  fully,  as  well  as  of  the- 
manner  how  he  ufually  fpent  his  time.  Nothing  ap- 
peared particularly  criminal :  but  circumftances  were 
fuch,  that  the  bench  conceived  he  was  not  entitled  to 
his  liberty ;  they  therefore  figned  his  warrant  of  com- 
mitment for  New  Prifon,  on  account  of  the  unrepaired 
ftate  of  Newgate.  Confinement  will  be  his  chief "fuf- 
fering  -,  and  his  relations  may  difmifs  all  apprehenfions 
pf  any  further  danger  to  his  perfonal  fafety. 

Some  detached  pieces  of  European  intelligence  will 
clofe  the  prefent  epiftle. 

Mr.  Jay  has  been  laboring  at  the  court  of  Madrid  to 
efted  a  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  United  States  of 

America; 
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America ;  but  to  no  purpofe.  For  particular  reafons  *78* 
that  court  declines  making  the  treaty  with  France,  the 
bafis  of  bne  with  them.  Congrefs  was  much  overfeen 
in  drawing  bills  upon  him.  The  importance  of  Spain  to 
America  fhould  not  have  been  brought  forward,  at  leaft 
fhould  not  have  been  placed  in  fuch  a  glaring  point  of 
view.  The  meafure  of  drawing,  in  expectation  that  the 
Spaniards  would  fupply  the  cafh,  was  confidered  by  them 
as  defperate,  and  as  what  congrefs  were  prompted  to  by 
their  imbecility.  It  was  in  the  power  of  the  Spanifh 
court  to  have  made  the  loan  that  was  alked :  whereas* 
inftead  of  furnifhing  Mr.  Jay  with  30  or  40,000!. 
fterling,  the  fum  requefted  for  immediate  fervice,  he 
was  fupplied  with  only  about  4200!. 

On  the  29th  of  September  died  Maria  Therefa,  em- 
prefs  of  Germany,  queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia, 
and  archduchefs  of  Auftria,  and  natural  fovereign  of  all 
the  widely  extended  dominions  appertaining  to  that  great 
houfe.  Her  death  has  occafioned  no  convulfiorus  in  the 
European  fyftem  of  politics. 

Lord  George  Germain,  in  his  letter  to  lord  Corn- 
\vallis  of  November  the  9th,  commended  Cornwallis's 
cc  determination  to  inflict  exemplary  puniftiment  on  thofe 
traitors,  who  had  repeated  the  violation  of  their  oaths  of 
allegiance,  or  broken  their  parole,  and  taken  arms 
againft  the  king,  as  wife  and  promotive  of  the  great 
object  of  the  war."  He  added,  cc  I  have  not  the  leaft. 
doubt,  from  your  iordfhip's  vigorous  and  alert  move- 
ments, the  whole  country,  fouth  of  the  Delaware,  will 
be  reftored  to  the  king's  obedience  in  the  courfe  of  the 
[next]  campaign." 

Ths 
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.  The  French  king  this  year  dignified  and  for  ever  reri- 
dered  his  name-day  memorable,  by  a  prefent  to  his  fub-. 
jects,  worthy  the  humanity  and  magnificence  of  a  great 
and  enlightened  monarch.  It  was  no  lefs  than  abolifh- 
ing  for  ever,  that  relic  of  ba'rbarifmj  fo  long  the  oppro- 
bium  of  the  chriftian  name,  and  a  {landing  difgrace  t€> 
the  moft  civilized  and  learned  quarter  of  the  world-^- 
the  inhuman  cuftom  of  putting  the  queftion,  as  it  was 
called,  by  torture.  It  had  been  fo  long  eftablifhed  and 
rivetted,  that  it  feemed  to  be  an  original  and  indivifible 
part  of  the  conflitution  of  their  courts  of  juflice.  The 
French  king  did  alfo,  in  order  to  leffen  the  burdens  of 
his  people,  make  a  prodigious  reform  in  his  houfhold* 
In  purfuance  of  the  new  plan  adopted  in  his  court,  no 
lefs  than  406  offices  in  that  department  were  aboliihed. 

The  torture  having  been  mentioned,  let  it  be  remarked 
that  no  one  is  capitally  condemned  in  Holland,  till  he 
acknowledges  himfelf  guilty;  and  that  the  torture  is 
prac*lifed,  when  needful,  to  produce  fuch  acknowledg- 
ment. But  then  it  muft  obferved,  that  no  one  is  put  to 
the  torture  without  that  evidence,  which  would  hang 
him  in  Great  Britain.  If  the  accufed  has  firmnefs  of 
body  and  mind  to  fupport  under  the  rack  through  the 
whole  procefs,  he  is  difcharged  though  guilty ;  but 
though  innocent,  if  (overcome  by  excruciating  pain)  he 
pronounces  himfelf  guilty,  to"  obtain  momentary  eafe,- 
execution  follows. 

The  bounty  and  kindnefs  extended  by  the  bifliop  of 
Lugo  to  the  Britifh  prifoners,  deferves  every  degree  of 
praife  and  gratitude.  Although  fome  of  their  com^ 
manders  behaved  otherwife,  the  Spanifh  nobility  and 
merchants,  in  general,  fhowed  extraordinary  marks  of 

friendship, 
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friendfhip,  and  even  of  affection^  to  thofe  British 
tlemen  who  fell  in  their  way,  while  national  hoftilities 
were  carrying  on.  The  Spaniards  labored  hard  in  pufh- 
ing  on  their  works  againil  Gibraltar,  but  had  often  the 
mortification  of  feeing  them  when  nearly  completed, 
deftroyed  in  a  few  hours  by  the  weight  of  fire  from  the 
batteries.  Gen.  Elliot  would  let  them  proceed  to  a 
certain  point,  and  then  at  once  throw  all  their  hopes  to 
the  ground.  Some  judicious  and  fuccefsful  fallies  were 
likewife  made  occafionally,  though  fparingly,  by  the 
garriibn.  The  vexation  of  being  fo  baffled  by  a  hand- 
ful of  men,  has  at  length  whetted  the  invention  of  the 
Spaniards  to  a  project,  that  may  afford  much  trouble  to 
the  garrifon  when  perfected,  and  infinitely  increafe  the 
difficulties  and  dangers  of  the  defence. 

The  conduct  of  the  duke  of  Modena,  in  abolifhing 
the  inquifition  in  his  dominions,  muft  be  enumerated 
among  the  remarkable  circumftances,  that  have  diftin- 
guiflied  the  year  1780.  It  affords,  a  frefli  inftance  of 
the  progrefs,  which  liberal  ideas,  with  refpect  to  tolera- 
tion and  the  rights  of  confcience,  are  now  making 
throughout  Europe.  Upon  the  death  of  the  grand  in- 
quifitor  at  Reggio,  the  prince  immediately  ordered  that 
tribunal  to  be  for  ever  abolifliecU  its  revenues  to  be  ap- 
plied to  laudable  purpofes  -f  and  the  prifons  and  other 
buildings,  which  could  preferve  any  memorial  of  its 
having  ever  exifted,  to  be  demoliilied. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year  a  confiderable  number  of 
well-fought  and  defperate  actions  have  taken  place  be- 
tween Britifh  and  French  frigates ;  in  which,  though  the 
former  had  almoft  continually  the  advantage  when  upon 
equal  terms,  and  the  latter  were  frequently  taken ;  yet 

there 
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'1780.  there  were  iuch  inftances  of  profeffional  fkill,  courage 
and  dexterity,  conftantly  difplayed  on  the  part  of  the 
French,  as  were  before  unknown  in  their  marine. 

The  prefent  letter  will  be  kept  ready  to  fend  off  in- 
flantly,  whenever  the  opportunity  of  a  fafe  conveyance 
offers. 


LETTER      II. 

Roxlwy,  A$rili\>  1781. 


MY  GOOD  SIR, 

*78r-  rnp  jj[  £  Maffachufetts  government  was  greatly  alarmed 
-*-  on  the  1  4th  of  January,  by  the  unexpected  ar- 
rival of  gen.  Knox  with  an  account  of  the  Pennfylvania 
line's  having  revolted,  and  marched  off  from  Morrif- 
town.  Gov.  Hancock  had  been  prepared  to  expect  an 
event  of  that  kind,  though  in  a  different  quarter  :  for 
gen.  Glover  wrote  to  him  on  the  nth  of  the  preceding 
month  —  cc  It  is  now  four  days  fmce  your  line  of  the 
army  has  eaten  one  mouthful  of  bread.  We  have  no 
money  :  nor  will  any  body  trufl  us.  The  beft  of  wheat 
is  at  this  moment  felling  in  the  flate  of  New  York  for 
three  fourths  of  a  dollar  [35.  4d.  f  fterling]  per  bnlhel, 
and  your  army  is  Itarving  for  want.  On  the  ill  of 
January  fomething  will  turn  up  if  not  fpeedily  prevented, 
which  your  officers  cannot  be  anfwerable  for/'  Several 
2  caufes 
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caufes  contributed  to  produce  the  revolt  of  the 
fylvania  line.  The  officers,  when  they  inlifted  the  men, 
imagined  that  the  war  would  not  continue  more  than 
three  years  -,  and  thought,  at  their  inliftment,  of  hold- 
ing them  no  longer  than  for  that  term  at  furtheft,  though 
they  were  to  be  difcharged  fooncr  was  the  war  ended : 
the  men  underftood  the  agreement  in  the  fame  manner. 
The  officers  finding  the  war  did  not  clofc  as  was  ex- 
pected, and  recruiting  difficult  -,  the  foldiers  alfo  being 
well  trained  by  the  three  years  fervicej  they  were 
unwilling  to  part  with  them>  and  impofed  a  new  fenfe 
upon  the  original  agreement,  viz.  that  the  men  were 
held  to  ferve  the  whole  war,  though  it  lafted  beyond 
the  three  years.  This  the  men  refented  as  an  impo- 
fition,  and  fubmitted  to  only  from  necefilty,  and  till  the 
moment  fhould  offer  for  the  redrefs  of  fuch  an  iniquitous 
grievance.  The  officers,  to  footh  the  foldiers,  relaxed 
in  their  difcipline,  which  made  the  men  feel  their  own 
importance.  Major  McPherfon  having  quitted  the  Bri- 
tifh.fervice  in  an  honorable  way,  and  attached  himfelf 
to  the  Americans,  gen«  Washington,  when  occafion  re- 
quired his  forming  a  particular  corps,  gave  the  com- 
mand of  it  to  the  major  .in  token  of  refpect,  and  by 
way  of  encouragement.  Upon  that  the  Pennfylvania 
officers  formed  themfelves  into  parties;  combined  in  an 
oppofition  to  the  appointment;  and  offered  to  refign 
their  commifiions  upon  the  occafion.  They  alfo  coun- 
tenanced the  non-cornniiffioned  officers  of  their  line  to 
unite  in  applying  to  head  quarters  for  certain  favors. 
Such  conduct  contributed  to  flrengthen  and  ripen  that 
difpofition  which  produced  the  revolt.  The  language 
which  the  officers  of  rank  talked  upon  thefe  occafions, 
IV*  C  within 
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J78l»  within  the  hearing  of  the  injured  foldiers,  was  not  un- 
noticed -,  but  was  applied  to  direct  the  conduct  of  the 
latter,  while  it  cherilhed  their  difcontent :  fo  that  the 
revolt  would  have  taken  place  before,  had  the  oppor- 
tunity and  profpect  of  fuccefs  been  equally  favorable. 
To  the  capital  grievance  abovementioned  muft  be  added 
— the  total  want  of  pay  for  near  twelve  months— the 
want  of  clothing — and  not  unfrequently  the  want  of 
provifion  beyond  defcription.  A  further  aggravation 
was  produced  by  the  arrival  in  camp  of  a  deputation 
from  the  Pennfylvania  ilate  with  600  half  joes,  to  be 
given,  three  to  each  man,  as  a  bounty  to  each  of  the 
fix  months  levies  (whofe  time  was  then  expiring)  that 
would  inliil  again  for  the  war.  This  was  too  much  for 
the  veterans.  The  commencement  of  the  new  year 
was  to  be  celebrated,  which  occafioned  the  men's  being 
charged  with  more  than  a  common  allowance  of  fpirit, 
The  operation  of  this  upon  the  animal  frame,  and  the 
other  circumftances  confpiring,  the  Pennfylvania  line 
mutinied.  The  whole,  except  three  regiments,  upon  a 
fignal  for  the  purpofe,  turned  out  under  arms  without 
their  officers,  and  declared  for  a  redrefs  of  grievances. 
Gen.  Wayne  and  the  other  officers  did  every  thing  ia 
their  power  to  quellthe  tumult.  But  the  troops  faid— • 
"  We  neither  can,  nor  will  be  any  longer  amufed.  We 
are  determined,  at  every  hazard,  to  march  in  a  body 
to  congrefs  and  obtain  redrefs."  On  Wayne's  cocking 
his  piftols,  there  were  a  hundred  bayonets  at  his  bread 
with — "  We  love  you,  we  refpect  you,  but  you  are  a 
dead  man  if  you  fire.  Do  not  miftake  us,  we  are  not 
going  to  the  enemy :  on  the  contrary,  were  they  now 
to  come  out;  you  fhould  fee  us  fight  under  your  orders 

with 
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with  as  much  refolution  and  alacrity  as  ever."  Several 
officers  were  wounded  and  a  captain  killed  in  vainly  at- 
tempting to  reduce  them.  The  three  regiments  paraded 
under  their  officers ;  but  being  called  upon  by  the  others 
to  join  them,  and  threatened  with  death  in  cafe  of  re- 
fufal,  and  actually  fired  on,  they  complied.  They  then 
feized  upon  fix  field  pieces,  and  forcing  the  artillery  men 
who  had  not  joined  them,  to  do  it  inftantly,  under  penalty  of 
being  eveiy  man  bayonetted,  the  mutiny  became  general. 
They  were  about  1300,  and  began  their  march  at  night: 
the  next  day  Wayne  forwarded  provifions  after  them,  to 
prevent  the  otherwife  inevitable  depredation  which  would 
be  made  on  private  property.  He  and  three  principal 
officers,  fuppofed  higheft  in  their  efteem,  concluded 
upon  following  and  mixing  with  them,  that  they  might 
affift  with  their  advice,  and  prevent  outrages.  They 
were  civilly  received,  and  acquired  much  of  the  confi- 
dence of  the  mutineers.  Thefe  however  elected  tem- 
porary officers  from  their  own  body ;  and  appointed  a 
fergeant  major,  who  had  formerly  deferted  from  the  Bri- 
tifh  army,  to  be  their  commander.  They  inarched 
through  the  country  with  greater  regularity  and  good  con- 
duct, and  did  lefs  damage,  than  could  have  been  ex- 
pedled.  By  the  third  day  they  were  at  Princeton. 

When  the  news  of  their  revolt  reached  gen.  Wafli- 
ington,  the  Pennfylvania  government,  and  the  congrefs, 
they  were  all  much  alarmed,  left  the  example  fhould 
prove  infectious.  The  commander  in  chief  concluded 
upon  fending  off  immediately  a  proper  perfon  to  the 
eaftern  ftates,  to  enforce  upon  them  the  doing  of  fome- 
thing  without  delay  for  the  relief  and  comfort  of  their 
refpective  lines.  Hard  money  was  to  be  found  in  the 

C  2  hands 
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*781' hands  of  but  one  officer,  fufficient  for  the  expences  of 
the  journey,  which  could  not  be  otherwiie  performed 
with  a  fpeed  anfwerable  to  the  emergency.  Gen.  Knox 
had  obtained  a  fmall  quantity,  which  was  deflined  for 
the  procurement  of  thofe  family  fupplies  which  he  muft 
otherwife  have  wanted.  This  annexed  to  his  other  qua- 
lifications, made  him  the  beil  and  the  only  agent  that 
gen.  Wafhington  could  employ.  He  readily  engaged 
in  the  fervice,  notwithstanding  its  being  the  depth  of 
winter,  and  carried  with  him  a  letter  of  January  the  5th, 
wherein  his  excellency  faid — cc  It  is  vain  to  think  an 
army  can  be  kept  together  much  longer,  under  fuch  a 
variety  of  fufferings  as  ours  have  experienced ;  and  un- 
lefs  fome  immediate  and  fpeedy  meafures  are  adopted 
to  furniih  at  leaft  three  months  pay  to  the  troops,  in 
money  which  will  be  of  fome  value  to  them  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  ways  and  means  are  devifed  to  clothe  and 
feed  them  better  (more  regularly  I  mean)  the  worfl  that 
can  befall  us  may  be  expected.  I  refer  you  to  gen. 
Knox,  &c/'  His  fuccefs  was  fuch,  that  Wafhington 
wrote  to  him  about  a  month  after — cc  The  ftates  whofe 
determinations  you  report,  have  done  themfelves  honor 
by  their  liberality,  and  by  their  ready  attention  to  the 
object  of  your  million." 

When  Sir  Henry  Clinton  received  intelligence  of  the 
revolt,  he  left  no  means  untried  that  could  turn  it  to 
the  advantage  of  the  Britifh.  He  fent  two  fpies  by  way 
of  Amboy,  and  two  of  Elizabeth  town  (all  Americans) 
to  treat  as  agents  from  himfelf  with  the  mutineers.  The 
laft  two  were  counter-fpies ;  who  gave  information  of 
the  others  upon  being  defignedly  taken  up  ;  and  had  the 
propofals  with  \rfiich  they  were  intruded  taken  from 
4  them. 
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them.  The  two  that  got  fafe  to  Princeton  carried  fimi- 
lar  ones  to  the  revolters,  viz.  "  to  be  taken  under  the 
protection  of  the  Britifh  government— to  have  a  free 
pardon  for  ail  paft  offences — to  have  the  pay  due  to  them 
from  congrefs  faithfully  paid,  without  any  expectation  of 
military  fervice  in  return,  although  it  would  be  received 
if  voluntarily  offered — and  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and 
return  to  their  allegiance/'  It  was  recommended  to 
them  to  move  behind  the  South  river,  when  a  body  of 
Britifh  troops  fhould  be  in  readinefs  for  their  protec- 
tion as  foon  as  defired.  They  were  requefted  to  fend 
perfons  to  Amboy,  to  meet  others  who  would  be  ap- 
pointed by  Sir  Henry,  to  difcufs  and  fettle  the  treaty, 
and  bring  matters  to  a  final  conclufion.  Mean  while, 
the  Britifh  general  paffed  over  to  Staten  I  (land,  with  a 
large  body  of  troops,  and  took  the  neceffary  meafures 
for  moving  them  to  the  continent,  whenever  circum- 
fiances  might  require  their  acting.  Clinton's  propofals 
were  rejected,  and  his  melTengers  feized  and  delivered 
up  to  gen.  Wayne,  who  put  them  under  guard.  Soon 
after,  a  committee  of  the  Pennfylvania  council  repaired 
to  Princeton  to  meet  the  foldiery.  They  agreed  to  the 
difmifiion  of  all  whofe  terms  of  inliftment  were  com- 
pleted ;  and  precipitately  admitted  as  proof  the  oath  of 
the  party  to  be  benefited ;  fo  that  a  great  number  frau- 
dulently procured  difcharges,  and  about  one  half  of  the 
line  was  difmifled  before  the  whole  bufinefs  was  con- 
cluded, which  happened  not  for  feme  days.  A  com- 
mittee of  congrefs  came  as  far  as  Trenton,  and  there 
remained.  The  revolters  marched  from  Princeton  to 
that  place  on  the  9th.  The  next  day  the  two  fpies  were  Jan. 
tried  and  executed.  By  the  i£th  matters  were  fo  ad-  9 

C  3  jutted, 
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i78i.jufted,  tnat  the  committee  of  congrefs  returned  to  Phi- 
ladelphia. The  fame  day  congrefs  agreed  upon  a  cir-, 
cular  letter  to  the  dates.  They  mentioned  in  it,  that 
an  immediate  provifion  for  the  pay  of  the  army  was  in- 
difpenfably  neceflary.  They  eftimated  the  fum  to  be 
forwarded  by  the  refpe&ive  dates  from  Pennfylvania  to 
New  Hampfhire  inclufive,  at  879,342  dollars.  It  was 
calculated  on  fix  months  pay  in  fpecie  value ;  and  the 
advance  of  one  half  without  delay,  and  the  remainder 
by  the  fird  of  the  following  April,  were  ftrongly  urged. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  Pennfylvania  revokers  encouraged 
about  1 60  of  the  Jerfey  brigade  to  feek  redrefs  in  a 
fimilar  way  on  the  aoth  of  the  fame  month.  Their 
number  was  not  alarming.  A  temporizing  conduct  was 
no  longer  needful.  Obedience  might  be  enforced  with 
fafety.  The  American  general,  Robert  Howe,  was  fent 
off  with  a  large  detachment  from  the  main  army,  with 
orders  to  compel  the  mutineers  to  unconditional  fub- 
miflion,  and  to  liften  to  no  terms  while  they  were  in  a 
{late  of  refiftance,  and  on  their  reduction  inftantly  to 
execute  a  few  of  the  mod  active  and  incendiary  leaders j 
for  gen.  Wafhington  preferred  any  extremity  to  a  com- 
promife.  When  he  arrived,  indant  fubmifiion  was  re- 
quired j  and  the  two  ringleaders  were  directly  taken, 
tried,  and  executed.  The  Britifh  wifhed  to  benefit  by 
this  revolt;  and  forwarded  propofals  by  one  WoodrofF; 
but  he  indantly  delivered  them  to  the  American  officers. 
Thus  were  the  high  hopes  which  Clinton  had  entertained 
from  the,  revolt  of  the  Pennfylvania  line,  completely 
baffled  :  while  a  ftriking  indance  prefented  itfelf  of  the 
prevailing  unfavorable  difpofition  of  the  fuffering  troops, 
with  refpeft  to  the  Britiih  government, 

Pre- 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION.  2J 

Previous  to  thefe  military  convulfions  congrefs  had  X78l» 
taken  a  ftep,  from  which  they  promifed  themfelves  fu- 
ture relief,  though  it  could  not  be  obtained  immediate- 
ly.    They  had  on  the  2jd  of  December,  commifiioned 
lieut.  col.  John  Laurens,  as  fpecial  minifter  at  the  court 
of  Verfailles,  to  procure  the  wanted  aids.     Two  days 
before,  they  directed  the  prefident  to  write  to  the  mini- 
fters  plenipotentiary  at  Verfailles  and  Madrid,  defiring 
them  to  apply  to  the  courts  at  which  they  refpectively 
refide,  to  ufe  means  for  obtaining  the  releafe  and  ex- 
change of  the  honorable  Henry  Laurens,  [the  lieut.  co- 
lonel's father]  the  news  of  whofe  commitment  to  the 
Tower  had  reached  them.     Means  were  taken  to  im- 
prefs  the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  with  a  fenfe  of  the  ca- 
lamitous fituation  in  which  the  United  States  were,  that 
fo  his  information  might  add  weight  to  the  colonel's  ne- 
gotiation.    Gen.  Greene  faid  to  him  in  a  letter  of  Jan. 
the  9th— "  If  France  lends  not  a  fpeedy  aid  to  this  dif- 
trefTed  people,  I  fear  the  country  will  be  for  ever  loft." 
The  commander  in  chief  furnifhed  the  colonel  with  the 
following  thoughts  on  the  ifth  of  January. — "  To  me  Jan. 
it  appears  evident: — i.    That  confidering  the  diffufed    '** 
population  of  thefe  ftates,    the  confequent  difficulty  of 
drawing  together  its  refources,  the  compofition  and  tem- 
per of  part  of  its  inhabitants,    the  want  of  a  fufficient 
ftock  of  national  ftrength  as  a  foundation  for  revenue, 
and  the  almoft  total  extin&ion  of  commerce,  the  efforts 
we  have  been  compelled  to  make  for  carrying  on  the 
war,  have  exceeded  the  natural  abilities  of  this  country 
and  by  degrees  brought  it  to  a  crifis,  which  renders  im- 
mediate efficacious  fuccours  from  abroad  indifpenfable  to 
its  fafety : — 2.  That,  notwithstanding  from  the  confu- 
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J78l'fion  always  attending  a  revolution,  from  our  having  had 
governments  to  frame,  and  every  fpecies  of  civil  and 
military  inftitution  to  create,  from  that  inexperience  ne- 
cefTarily  incident  to  a  nation  in  its  commencement,  fome 
errors  may  have  been  committed  in  the  adminiftration 
of  our  finances,  to  which  a  part  of  our  embarrafifments 
are  to  be  attributed  j  yet  they  are  principally  to  be  af- 
cribed  to  an  efifential  defect  of  means,  to  the  want  of  a 
fufficient  flock  of  wealth,  as  mentioned  in  the  firil  ar- 
ticle, which  continuing  to  operate,  will  make  it  impof- 
fible,  by  any  merely  interior  exertions,  to  extricate  our- 
felves  from  thofe  embarraflments,  reilore  public  credit, 
and  furnifh  the  funds  requifite  for  the  fupport  of  the 
war: — 3.  That  experience  has  demonflrated  the  imprac- 
ticability long  to  maintain  a  paper  credit  without  funds 
for  its  redemption : — 4.  That  the  mode  which  for  want 
of  money  has  been  fubftituted  for  fupplying  the  army, 
by  affeffing  a  proportion  of  the  produces  of  the  earth, 
has  hitherto  been  found  ineffectual : — 5.  That  from  the 
beft  eftimates  of  the  annual  expence  of  the  war,  and 
the  annual  revenues  which  theie  ftates  are  capable 
of  affording,  there  is  a  large  balance  to  be  fupplied  by 
credit.  The  refburce  of  domeftic  loans  is  inconfider- 
^ble :— 6.  That  the  patience  of  tjie  army  is  now  nearly 
exhaufted,  which  demonftrates  the  abfolute  neceflity  of 
a  fpeedy  relief,  a  relief  not  within  the  compafs  of  our 
means  :•— 7.  That  the  people  being  diffatisfied  with  the 
mode  of  fupporting  the  war,  evils  actually  felt  in  the 
profecution  of  it  may  weaken  the  fentiments  which  be- 
gan it : — 8.  That  from  all  the  foregoing  confiderations, 
refult,  firft,  the  abfolute  necefiity  of  an  immediate  am- 
ple and  efficacious  fuccour  of  money,  large  enough  so 

be 
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be  a  foundation  for  fubftantial  arrangements  of  finance,  1781 
-to  revive  public  credit,  and  give  vigor  to  future  opera- 
tions ;  fecondly,  the  vaft  importance  of  a  decided  effort 
of  the  allied  arms  on  this  continent  the  enfuing  cam- 
paign,  to  effectuate  once  for  all  the  great  objects  of  the 
alliance,  the  liberty  and  independence  of  thefe  dates  :— 
9.  That  next  to  a  loan  of  money  a  conftant  fuperiority 
on  thefe  coafts  is  the  object  moft  interefting : — 10.  That 
an  additional  fuccour  of  troops  would  be  extremely  de- 
firable: — n.  That  no  nation  will  have  it  more  in  its 
power  to  repay  what  it  borrows  than  this :  our  debts  are 
hitherto  fmall. — The  people  are  difcontented,  but  it  is 
with  the  feeble  and  opprefTive  mode  of  conducting  the 
war,  not  with  the  war  itfelf.     A  large  majority  are  ftili 
firmly  attached  to  the  independence  of  thefe  ftates."  To 
Dr.  Franklin  the  general  wrote  the  fame  day — fc  To  me 
nothing  appears  more  evident,  than  that  the  period  of 
our  oppofition  will  very  fhortly  arrive,  if  our  allies  can- 
not afford  us  that  effectual  aid,  particularly  in  money 
and  a  naval  fuperiority,  which  is  now  folicited."     To 
what  purpofes  fuch  fuperiority  was  to  be  applied,  a  let- 
ter of  the  loth  of  February  declared,  which  faid — ""In 
the  conference  between  count  de  Rochambeau  and  my- 
felf  it  was  agreed,  that  if  by  the  aid  of  our  allies  we 
can  have  a  naval  fuperiority  through  the  next  campaign, 
and  an    army  of  thirty  thoufand  men    (or  double  the 
force  of  the  enemy  at  New  York  and  its  dependencies) 
early  enough  in  the  feafon  to  operate  in  that  quarter,  to 
prefer  it  to  every  other  object ;  and  applications  have 
been  made  to  the  court  of  France  in  this  fpirit.     If 
we  fhould  find  ourfelves  unable  to  undertake  this  more 
capital  expedition  j  and  if  we  have  means  equal  to  it, 

we 
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1780.  we  fhall  attempt  a  fecondary  object.  The  redu&ion  of 
Charleflown,  Savannah,  &c.  may  come  into  contem- 
plation." The  profpect  of  giving  relief  to  the  fouthern 
ftates,  by  an  operation  againft  New  York,  was  the  prin- 
cipal inducement  for  propofmg  it. 

The  fouthern  operations  have  been  peculiar.  Before 
they  are  related,  let  it  be  remarked,  that  when  gen. 
Gates  palfed  through  Richmond  on  his  way  home,  the 
Virginia  houfe  of  delegates  on  December  the  28th-»— 
<c  Refolved,  nemine  contradicente.  That  a  committee  of 
four  be  appointed  to  wait  on  major  general  Gates,  and 
to  affure  him  of  the  high  regard  and  efteem  of  this 
houfe  : — That  the  remembrance  of  his  former  glorious 
fervices  cannot  be  obliterated  by  any  reverfe  of  fortune, 
but  that  this  houfe,  ever  mindful  of  his  great  merit, 
will  omit  no  opportunity  of  teftifying  to  the  world  the 
gratitude  which,  as  a  member  of  the  American  union, 
this  country  owes  to  him  in  his  military  character."  To 
this  refolve,  when  communicated  by  the  committee  of 
four,  the  general  anfwered  the  fame  day — cc  Sirs,  I  fhall 
ever  remember  with  the  utinoft  gratitude,  the  high 
honor  this  day  done  me,  by  the  honorable  the  houfe  of 
delegates  of  Virginia.  When  I  engaged  in  the  noble 
caufe  of  freedom  and  the  United  States,  I  devoted  my- 
felf  entirely  to  the  fervice  of  obtaining  the  great  end  of 
their  union.  That  I  have  been  once  unfortunate  is  my 
great  mortification  \  but  let  the  event  of  my  future  fer- 
vices be  what  they  may,  they  will,  as  they  always  have 
been,  be  dire&ed  by  the  moft  faithful  integrity,  and 
animated  by  the  trueft  zeal  for  the  honor  and  intereft 
of  the  United  States." 

When 
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When  gen.  Greene  entered  upon  his  command,  he 
found  hiinfelf  under  the  greateft  embarralTrnents.  The 
numerous  whig  militia  that  had  been  kept  on  foot  in 
North  Carolina,  had  laid  wafte  almoft  all  the  country. 
The  troops  were  deflitute  of  every  thing  neceffary  ei- 
ther for  their  comfort  or  convenience.  The  men  were 
naked;  there  were  no  magazines;  and  the  army  was 
fubfifted  by  daily  collections.  Every  thing  depended 
upon  opinion ;  and  it  was  equally  dangerous  for  him  to 
go  forward  or  to  Hand  flill ;  for  if  he  loft  the  confidence 
of  the  people,  he  loft  all  fupport ;  and  if  he  ruflied  on 
to  danger,  all  was  hazarded.  The  impatience  of  the 
people  to  drive  off  the  enemy,  if  regarded,  would  pre- 
cipitate him  into  a  thoufand  misfortunes.  The  mode 
of  conducting  the  war,  moft  to  the  liking  of  the  inha- 
bitants, was  the  leaft  likely  to  effect  their  falvation  *. 
By  the  genuine  returns  on  the  8th  of  December,  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  infantry  then  ferving  under  Greene  were, 
rank  and  file,  prefent  and  fit  for  duty  1482,  and  on 
command  547,  in  all  2029;  of  thefe  821  were  conti- 
nentals, and  1208  militia.  Add  to  thefe  90  cavalry, 
60  artillery,  and  128  continentals  on  extra  fervice,  and 
his  whole  operative  force  was  2307.  The  fewnefs  of 
his  troops,  the  nature  of  the  country,  filled  with  woods 
and  fwamps,  and  thinly  inhabited,  the  toryifm  of  num- 
bers, and  the  want  of  magazines,  led  the  general  to 
conclude  on  a  partizan  war.  He  confidered  the  maxims 
of  European  generals,  but  was  far  from  confining  him- 
felf  to  them ;  for  he  obferved  that  however  they  might 
fuit  that  part  of  the  world,  they  were  not  adapted  to  the 
place  where  he  was  to  act,  only  in  certain  circumftances, 

*  The  general's  own  letters, 

to 
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J78°'  to  which  when  they  occurred,  he  meant  to  be  attentive. 
On  his  arrival  at  camp,  he  learned  that  the  troops  had 
made  a  practice  of  going  home  without  permiflion,  ftay- 
ing  weeks  and  then  returning.  Determined  to  flop  fuch 
a  dangerous  cuftom,  the  general  gave  out  that  he  would 
make  an  example  of  the  firft  deferter  of  the  kind  he 
caught ;  and  one  was  accordingly  ftiot  at  the  head  of  the 
army  drawn  up  to  be  fpeclators  of  the  punifhment.  At 
night  he  fent  officers  round  the  camp  to  liften  to  the 
talk  of  the  foldiers,  and  was  happy  to  find  that  the  mea- 
fure  had  taken  its  defired  effect,  and  that  the  language 
of  the  men  was  only — cc  We  muft  not  do  as  we  have 
been  ufed  to :  it  is  new  lords  new  laws."  But  it  was  a 
mortification  to  him  to  learn  from  another  quarter,  that 
by  the  folly  or  treachery  of  thofe  who  had  the  charge  of 
the  prifoners  taken  at  King's  Mountain,  all  except  about 
130  had  been  enlarged  upon  different  conditions;  by 
which  he  loft  upward  of  600  men,  who  would  have  been 
of  the  utmoft  importance  in  an  exchange  with  lord  Corn- 
wallis.  His  lordfhip  on  the  ift  of  December  addreffed 
to  him  the  following  note — cc  I  think  it  proper  to  repre- 
fent  to  you,  that  the  officers  and  men  taken  at  King's 
Mountain,  were  treated  with  an  inhumanity  fcarcely  cre- 
dible. I  find  myfelf  under  the  difagreeable  neceflity  of 
making  fome  retaliation  for  thofe  unhappy  men,  who 
were  fo  cruelly  and  unjuftly  put  to  death  at  Gilbert- 

r)ec*  town."  Gen.  Greene  anfwered  to  it  on  the  ijth — "  I 
am  too  much  a  ftranger  to  the  tranfadtions  at  Gilbert- 
town  to  reply  fully  to  that  fubject.  They  muft  have 
been  committed  before  my  arrival  in  the  department, 
and  by  perfons  under  the  character  of  volunteers,  who 
independent  of  the  army.  However,  if  there  was 

any 
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any  thing  done  in  that  affair  contrary  to  the  principles  *?8o. 
of  humanity  and  the  law  of  nations,  and  for  which  they 
had  not  the  condu6t  of  your  army  as  a  precedent,  I  fhall 
be  ever  ready  to  teftify  my  difapprobation.  of  it. — The 
firft  example  was  furnifhed  on  your  part,  as  appears  by  the 
lift  of  unhappy  fufferers  enclofed  ;  and  it  might  have  been 
expected,  that  the  friends  of  the  unfortunajte  ftiould  fol- 
low it. — Punifhing  capitally  for  a  breach  of  military  pa- 
role is  a  feverity,  that  the  principles  of  modern  war  will 
not  authorize,  unlefs  the  inhabitants  are  to  be  treated  as 
a  conquered  people,  and  fubje6t  to  all  the  rigor  of  mi- 
litary government. — The  feelings  of  mankind  will  for 
ever  decide,  when  the  rights  of  humanity  are  invaded. 
I  leave  them  to  judge  of  the  tendency  of  your  lordfhip's 
order  to  lieut.  col.  Balfour  after  the  adlion  near  Camden, 
of  lord  Rawdon's  proclamation,  and  of  Tarleton's  lay- 
ing wafte  the  country  and  diftrefling  the  inhabitants, 
who  were  taught  to  expect  protection  and  fecurity,  if 
they  obferved  but  a  neutrality. — Sending  the  inhabitants 
of  Charleftown  to  St.  Auguftine,  contrary  to  the  articles 
of  capitulation,  is  a  violation  which  I  have  alfo  to  re- 
prefent,  and  which  I  hope  your  lordfhip  will  think  your- 
felf  bound  to  redrefs."  The  lift  referred  to  was  this — 
cc  William  Stroud  and  Mr.  DoweV  executed  near  Rocky 
Mount,  without  a  trial,  by  order  of  lieut.  col.  Turnbull. 
Richard  Tucker,  Samuel  Andrews,  and  John  Miles, 
hanged  in  Camden  by  order  of  lord  Cornwallis.  Mr, 
Johnfon  hanged  fince  the  aftion  of  Black  Stocks,  by 
lieut.  col.  Tarleton.  About  thirty  perfons  hanged  at, 
Augufta  by  col.  Brown.  Adam  Cufack  hanged  at  Pee- 
dee  by  one  col.  Mills." 

.  General 
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1780.  General  Greene  perceiving  that  he  could  not  bring 
provifions  to  his  army  from  any  diftance,  refolved  to 
march  his  army  to  the  provifions.  The  country  about 
Charlotte,  and  from  thence  to  Camden,  was  exhaufted, 
having  been  long  the  fcene  of  military  operations.  The 
river  Peedee  afforded  the  neareft  fupply  $  and  what  was 
a  confiderable  inducement  to  repair  thither,  the  cane- 
brakes  in  that  part  of  the  country  afforded  good  paf- 
turage  for  the  horfes.  The  only  difficulty  was,  that  the 
fituation  propofed  to  be  taken  was  more  diftant  from 
the  enemy  than  Charlotte ;  and  the  general  hefitated 
about  making  his  firft  motion  retrograde.  The  confi- 
dence of  the  enemy,  the  diffidence  of  his  troops,  and 
the  defpair  of  the  people,  might  all  be  excited  by  fuch  a 
manoeuvre.  Such  was  his  dilemma,  that  he  muft  either 
relinquifh  a  considerable  part  of  the  country,  or  divide 
his  fmall  force  fo  as  to  render  each  part  too  inconfiderable 
for  the  defence  of  it.  He  faw  the  danger  of  feparating 
his  force,  but  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to  neceffity.  Bri- 
gadier general  Morgan,  who  was  inverted  with  the  com- 
mand of  the  light  troops  by  gen.  Gates,  was  continued 
in  that  command  by  Greene;  and  the  corps  was  com- 
pleted by  frelh  draughts  from  the  line  to  300  infantry 
under  lieut.  col.  Howard,  170  Virginia  riflemen  under 
major  Triplett,  and  about  70  light  dragoons  under  lieut. 
col.  Walhington.  The  light  troops  were  detached  to 
the  weftward  of  the  Wateree  into  South  Carolina,  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy  at  Wynfborough  and 
Camden,  and  to  fhift  for  themfelves.  They  took  their 
pofition  in  the  weftern  extremity  of  the  ftate  on  the  25th 
of  December. 

The 
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The  command  of  the  North  Carolina  militia  devolved 
on  brigadier  Davidfon,  brigadier  Smallwood  having  ob- 
tained leave  to  go  home.  Gen  Marion  was  engaged  in 
Simulating  his  countrymen  in  the  lower  parts  of  South 
Carolina^  in  keeping  the  tories  in  awe  ;  in  watching  the 
enemy  at  their  polls  of  Charleftown,  George-town,  and 
neighbouring  places ;  and  in  gaining  intelligence. 

General  Greene  with  the  remainder  of  his  army,  con- 
fiding of  the  continental  brigade  under  col.  O.  Wil- 
liams, and  the  Virginia  militia  brigade  under  gen.  Ste- 
vens, with  the  artillery  and  a  very  few  horfe,  marched 
from  Charlotte  on  the  2Oth,  and  arrived  at  Hicks's 
Creek  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Peedee  on  the  26th,  where 
he  remained  for  fome  time.  Here  the  fpirit  of  plun- 
dering which  prevailed  among  the  inhabitants  added 
much  to  his  difficulties.  The  whole  country  was  in 
danger  of  being  laid  wafte  by  the  whigs  and  tories,  who 
purfued,  deftroyed  and  killed  each  other,  wherever  they 
met,  with  as  much  relentlefs  fury  as  beads  of  prey.  He 
regretted,  that  mod  people  appeared  to  be  in  purfuit 
of  revenge,  private  gain,  or  perfonal  glory  *. 

Morgan  on  the  2 7 th  detached  Washington  with  his 
dragoons,  and  about  200  militia,  who  marched  40  miles 
on  the  28th,  and  the  next  day  fur-prifed  a  body  of  tories 
in  Ninety  Six,  about  150  of  whom  were  killed  and 
wounded,  and  40  made  prifoners,  and  a  number  of  horfes 
taken,  without  any  lofs  on  the  part  of  the  Americans. 
Major  McDowal,  with  190  North  Carolina  militia,  and 
col.  Pickens  with  about  70  South,  joined  the  light  troops. 
Pickens  had  lately  efcaped  from  captivity  in  Ninety  Six, 
where  his  great  worth  and  popularity  influenced  marry 

*  General  Greene's  lettefs. 
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1781.  to  adhere  to  the  American  caufe.  On  the  8th  of  Ja- 
nuary Greene  fent  word  to  Morgan,  that  the  enemy  had 
a  movement  in  contemplation  -,  and  eleven  days  after, 
forwarded  fome  advice  which  will  foon  be  mentioned. 

Jan.  Greene  had  in  camp  at  Hicks's  Creek,  prefent  and 
fit  for  duty,  650  continentals,  a  detachment  of  303  Vir- 
ginia troops,  and  157  Maryland  ftate  troops,  in  all  1 1 10. 
The  next  day  col.  Lee's  partizan  legion  arrived  from 
the  northward.  The  corps  confided  of  about  one  hun- 
dred horfemen  well  mounted,  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty  infantry.  On  the  i3th  the  legion  was  detached 
on  a  fecret  expedition.  To  take  off  the  attention  of 
the  enemy  and  favor  the  enterprife,  major  Anderfon  was 
fent  with  a  frnall  command  down  the  Peedee.  Lee 
pufhed  on  for  George-town,  which  he  furprifed  the  24th 
at  night.  Lieut,  col.  Campbell  was  taken  in  his  quar- 
ters and  paroled ;  feveral  other  officers  alfo  were  made 
prifoners  and  paroled.  Major  Irwin  and  a  number  more 
of  the  garrifon  were  killed ;  but  the  principal  part  fled 
to  the  fort,  which  Lee  was  not  in  a  condition  to  befiege. 
While  this  enterprife  was  carrying  on,  the  enemy  aimed 
a  blow  at  Morgan.  Greene  before  he  heard  of  Mor- 
gan's fuccefs,  wrote  to  him  on  the  1 9th  of  January — • 
cc  The  Peedee  rofe  25  feet  the  laft  week  in  30  hours. 
Put  nothing  to  the  hazard.  A  retreat  may  be  difagree-* 
able,  but  is  not  difgraceful.  Regard  not  the  opinion 
of  the  day.  It  is  not  our  bufmefs  to  rifk  too  much," 

General  Leflie  in  compliance  with  his  orders,  left 
Virginia^  and  arrived  at  Charleftown  with  his  troops  on 
the  1 3th  of  December:  on  the  ipthhe  began  his  march 
up  the  country  with  about  1530  men,  to  join  lord 
Cornwallis,  which  was  effe&ed  without  difficulty.  On 

th* 
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the  i  ith  of  January  his  lordfhip  advanced  toward  North  Z7S 
Carolina.  He  wifhed  to  drive  gen.  Morgan  from  his 
ftation,  and  to  deter  the  inhabitants  from  joining  him. 
The  execution  of  this  bufmefs  was  intruded  to  lieut. 
col.  Tarleton;  who  was  detached  with  the  light  and  le- 
gion infantry,  the  fufileers,  the  firft  battalion  of  the  yift 
regiment,  about  350  cavalry,  two  field  pieces,  and  an 
adequate  proportion  of  men  from  the  royal  artillery,  up- 
ward of  a  noo  in  the  whole.  This  detachment,  after 
a  progrefs  of  fome  days,  by  fatiguing  marches,  at  about 
ten  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  i6th  of  January, 
reached  the  ground  which  Morgan  had  quitted  but  a 
few  hours  before.  The  purfuit  recommenced  by  two 
o'clock  the  next  morning,  and  was  rapidly  continued  17* 
through  marlhes  and  broken  grounds  till  day  light,  whea 
the  Americans  were  dilcovered  in  front.  Two  of  their 
videttes  were  taken  foon  after,  who  gave  information 
that  Morgan  had  halted  and  prepared  for  aftion,  at  a 
place  called  the  Cowpens,  near  Pacolet  river.  The  Bri- 
tiih,  befide  their  field  pieces,  had  the  fuperiority  in  in- 
fantry, in  the  proportion  of  five  to  four,  and  in  cavalry 
of  more  than  three  to  one.  Befide,  nearly  two  thirds 
of  the  troops  under  Morgan  were  militia.  Morgan  had 
obtained  early  intelligence  of  Tarleton's  force  and  ad- 
vances ;  and  had  drawn  up  his  men  in  two  lines.  The 
whole  of  the  North  and  South  Carolina  militia  prefent 
was  put  under  the  command  of  col.  Pickens,  and  form- 
ed the  firft  line ;  which  was  advanced  a  few  hundred 
yards  before  the  fecond,  with  orders  to  form  on  the 
right  of  the  fecond  when  forced  to  retire.  The  fecond' 
line  confided  of  the  light  infantry  under  lieut.  col.  How- 
ard, and  the  Virginia  riflemen,  Lieut,  col.  Walhington, 
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!  7  81.  with  his  cavalry,  and  about  forty-five  militiamen,  mount- 
ed and  equipped  with  fwords,  under  lieut.  col.  M'Call, 
were  drawn  up  at  fome  diftance  in  the  rear  of  the  whole. 
The  open  wood  in  which  they  were  formed,  was  nei- 
ther fecured  in  front,  flank  or  rear.  Without  the  delay 
of  a  fingle  moment,  and  in  defpite  of  extreme  fatigue, 
the  light  legion  infantry  and  fufileers  were  ordered  to 
form  in  line.  Before  the  order  was  executed,  and  while 
major  Newmarfh,  who  commanded  the  latter  corps,  was 
polling  his  officers,  the  line  though  far  from  complete, 
was  led  to  the  attack  by  Tarleton  himfelf.  The  Bri- 
tifh  advanced  with  a  fhoiit,  and  poured  in  an  inceflant 
fire  of  rrtufketry.  Col.  Pickens  directed  the  militia  not 
to  fire  till  the  Britifh  were  within  forty  or  fifty  yards, 
This  order,  though  executed  with  great  firmnefs  and 
fuccefs,  was  not  fufficient  to  repel  the  enemy.  The 
American  militia  gave  way  on  all  quarters.  The  Bri- 
tifh advanced  rapidly,  and  engaged  the  fecond  line.  The 
continentals,  after  an  obftinate  conflict^  were  compelled 
to  retreat  to  the  cavalry.  Col.  Ogilvie,  with  his  troop 
of  forty  men,  had  been  ordered  to  charge  the  right  flank 
of  the  Americans,  and  was  engaged  in  cutting  down  the 
militia ;  but  being  expofed  to  a  heavy  fire>  and  charged 
at  the  fame  time  by  Wafhington's  dragoons,  was  forced 
to  retreat  in  confufion.  A  great  number  of  the  Britifh 
infantry  officers  had  already  fallen,  and  nearly  a  proporti- 
onable one  of  privates.  The  remainder  being  too  few 
and  too-  much  fatigued,  could  not  improve  the  advan- 
tage gained  over  the  continentals ;  and  Tarleton Js  legion 
cavalry  Handing  aloof  inilead  of  advancing,  lieut.  col. 
Howard  feized  the  favorable  opportunity,  rallied  the 
continentals,  and  charged  with  fixed  bayonets,  nearly  at 

the 
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tile  fame  moment  when  Wafhington  made  his  fuccefs-  X78l« 
ful  attack;  The  example  was  inftaritly  followed  by  the 
militia.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  aftonifhmCnt  of  the 
Britifli,  occafioned  by  thefe  unexpected  charges.  Their 
advance  fell  baclq  and  communicated  a  panic  to  others*- 
which  foon  became  general.  Two  hundred  and  fifty 
horfe  which  had  not  been  engaged,  fled  through  the 
woods  with  the  utmofl  precipitation,  bearing  down  fuch 
officers  as  oppofed  their  flight;  and  the  cannon  were 
foon  feized  by  the  Americans,  the  detachment  from  the 
train  being  either  killed  or  wounded  in  their  defence. 
The  greateft  confufion  now  followed  among  the  infan^ 
try.  In  the  moment  of  it  lieut.  col.  Howard  called  to 
them  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  promifed  them  good 
quarters.  Some  hundreds  accepted  the  offer,  and  fur- 
rendered*  The  firfl  battalion  of  the  yift  regiment,  and 
two  Britifh  light  infantry  companies  laid  down  their  arms 
to  the  American  militia.  The  only  body  of  infantry 
that  efcaped,  was  a  detachment  left  at  fome  diftanee  to 
guard  the  baggage.  Early  intelligence  of  their  defeat 
was  conveyed  to  the  officer  commanding  that  corps  by 
fome  royalifhi  What  part  of  the  baggage  could  not  ba 
carried  off  he  immediately  deftroyed ;  and  with  his  men 
mounted. on  the  waggon  and  fpare  horfes,  he  retreated 
to  lord  Cornwallis,  The  Britifh  had  10  comrniffioned 
officers,  and  upward  of  100  rank  and  file  killed.  Two 
hundred  wounded,  29  commifTioned  officers,  and  above 
500  privates  prifoners,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, befide  two  pieces  of  artillery  (firft  taken  from  the 
Britifh  at  Saratoga,  then  retaken  by  them  at  Camden^ 
and  now  recovered  by  the  Americans)  two  flandards,  800 
mufkets,  35  baggage  waggons,  and  upward  of  190  dra- 
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1781.  goon  holTes.  Wafhington  purfued  Tarleton's  cavalry 
for  feveral  miles  3  but  the  far  greater  part  of  them  ef- 
caped.  They  joined  their  army  in  two  feparate  divi- 
fions*  One  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Britifh 
encampment  upon  the  evening  of  the  fame  day;  the 
other  under  Tarletori  appeared  the  next  morning.  Al- 
though Tarleton's  corps  had  waged  a  moil  cruel  war- 
fare>  and  their  progrefs  had  been  marked  with  burn- 
ings and  devaluations,  not  a  man  of  them  was  killed, 
wounded,  or  even  infulted  after  he  had  furrendered. 
The  Americans  had  only  twelve  men  killed  and  fixty 
wounded. 

General  Morgan,  together  with  his  officers  and  troops, 
have  juftly  obtained  the  univerfal  applaufe  of  their  coun-^ 
trymen.  The  glory  and  importance  of  the  action  have 
refounded  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other* 
The  defponding  friends  of  America  in  the  fouthern  {rates 
were  re-animated  ;  and  enjoyed  a  feeming  refurrection 
from  the  dead.  When  it  was  known  by  congrefs  that 
the  fouthern  army  had  fafely  crofted  the  Dan  into  Vir- 
ginia, they  returned  on  the  9th  of  March  the  thanks  of 
the  United  States  to  gen.  Morgan,  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  command.  They  refolved  alfo  to  honor 
the  general  with  a  gold  medal,  col.  Wafhington  with  a 
filver  one,  col  Howard  with  another,  and  col.  Pickens 
with  a  fword. 

Several  of  the  Britilh  officers  eenfure  Tarleton  for 
not  halting  his  troops  before  he  engaged ;  that  fo  they 
might  have  been  refrefliedj  and  time  have  been  given 
for  the  detachment  with  the  baggage,  together  with  bat- 
men and  officers  fervants  to  come  up  and  join  in  the 
action.  They  charge  him  with  un-offieer-like  impetu- 
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ofity  in  directing  the  line  to  advance  before  it  was  pro-  !78l» 
perly  formed,  and  before  the  relerve  had  taken  its 
ground.  They  pronounce  him  guilty  of  an  error  in 
omitting  to  give  difcretionary  powers  to  the  commander 
of  the  referve  to  advance,  when  the  front  line  was  in 
purfuit  of  the  militia ;  but  chiefly  in  not  bringing  up  a 
column  of  cavalry  to  fupport  and  improve  the  advan- 
tages he  had  gained  when  the  American  infantry  were 
compelled  to  retreat.  Tarkton's  impetuous  attacks  had 
anfwered  in  former  inftances ;  but  in  the  prefent  action, 
he  did  not  furprife  his  enemy ;  and  engaged  an  officer, 
Morgan,  who  had  faced  the  troops  under  Burgoyne,  and 
ferved  under  Wafhington  and  'Gates, 

Lord  Cornwallis,  with  the  expectation  of  regaining 
the  prifoners,  and  of  demolifliing  Morgan's  corps,  in- 
ftantly  concluded  on  a  purfuit.  Morgan,  aware  of  the 
confequences  of  delay,  fent  on  the  militia  with  the  pri- 
foners, and  to  cover  their  retreat  manoeuvred  in  their 
rear  with  his  cavalry  and  regular  infantry,  Cornwallis, 
that  he  might  march  with  more  eafe  and  rapidity,  on 
the  25th  of  January,  began  to  deftroy  all  his  fuperfluous  2/f 
baggage ;  and  even  all  the  waggons,  except  thofe  with 
hofpital  (lores,  fait  and  ammunition,  and  four  others 
which  were  referved  empty  for  the  fick  and  wounded. 
The  fame  day,  Greene  ordered  Stevens  to  march  with  his 
brigade  of  Virginia  militia  (whofe  time  was  nearly  expired) 
by  way  of  Charlotte,  and  take  the  prifoners  on  under  his  care 
to  Charlotte  Ville  in  Virginia,  to  wiiich  place  Morgan  had 
inftru&ions  to  fend  them.  Greene  concluded  that  beino- 

o 

prefent  with  Morgan,  he  could  fo  order  the  movements 
of  both  divifions  for  forming  a  junction,  as  would  excel 
any  directions  which  could  otherwise  t>e  given.  He 
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1 78i.  therefore  left  the  camp  at  Hicks's  Creek,   under  the 
command  of  gen.  Huger  and  col.  Otho  Williams,  and 
fet  forward  on  the  28th,  attended  by  one  aid  de  camp 
arid  two  or  three  militia  men,   armed  and  mounted. 
The  firft  intelligence  he  gained  on  his  route  was,  that 
Cornwallis  was  marching  after  Morgan  with  great  expe- 
dition.    His  lordlhip  gained  upon  the  latter,  after  the 
deftruction  of  his  baggage.     Greene  immediately  fent 
off  an  exprefs  to.  Huger  and  Williams,  with  directions 
for  them  to  march  with  all  pofiible  difpatch  to  form  a 
junction  with  the  light  troops  at  Charlotte  or  Salifbury, 
as  cirqumftances  would  admit,     They  marched  the  next 
Jan.    day.  Greene  proceeded ;  and  on  the  31  ft,  after  a  journey 
$*•     of  150  miles,  jqined  the  light  troops  encamped  at  Sher- 
rard's  Ford,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Catawba.  They  had 
reached  the  Catawba  on  the  28th  3  a.nd  by  the  evening 
of  the  next  day  they  and  their  prifoners  had  patted  it 
without  any  difficulty.     About  two  hours  after  Morgan 
had  crofled,  the  Britifli  advance  arrived.     It  rained  hard 
that  night,  and  the  river  rofe  fo  high  as  to  prevent  lord 
Cornwallis's  getting  over.     The  rife  was  o^ving  chiefly 
to  the  rains  which  had  fallen  before  in  the  mountains. 
Had  the  rife  taken  place  a  few  hours  earlier,  Morgan, 
with  his  whole  detachment  and  five  hundred  prifoners, 
would  fcarcely  have  had  a  chance  of  efcaping.     His 
lordfhip  could  not  crois  for  two  days  $  which  gave  an 
ppportunity  of  fending  the  prifoners  forward  with  fafety. 
The  arrival  of  gen.  Greene  was  no  lefs  providential  than 
$he  rife  of  the  river.     Gen.  Morgan  was  for  retreating 
ever   the    mountains,     a   different    route    from   what 
Greene  propofed.     He  was  fo  attached  to  his  own  op*- 
,  ;hat  lie  declared  he  would  not  be  anf\v;?rable  for 


AMERICAN       REVOLUT  f'O  N.  j 

confequences  if  it  was  not  followed.     Greene  replied — 1781 
<c  Neither  will  you  ;  for  I  fhall  take  the  meafure  upon 
myfelf j"  and  gave  directions  accordingly.     The  event 
has  fhown,  that  the  other  route  muft  have  proved  fatal; 
and  that  the  junction  of  the  light  troops  with  the  main 
army  under  Huger  and  Williams  could  not  have  been 
effected  by  it.  As  foon  as  the  paffage  of  the  Catawba  was 
practicable,  Cornwallis  made  preparations  for  crofiing. 
The  more  effectually  to  deceive  the  Americans  he  made 
a  feint  of  paffing  at  different  fords  :  but  the  real  attempt  jreb. 
was  made  early  in  the  morning  of  the  id  of  February,     u 
at  a  ford  near  M'Cowan's.     Gen.  Davidfon,  with  about 
300  militia,  arrived   at   this  pod  the  evening  before. 
Greene,  apprehenfive  of  Cornwallis's  real  intention,  ad- 
vifed  Davidfon  to  encamp  his  troops  clofe  in  with  the 
fide  of  the  river,  that  he  might  be  ready  to  give  the 
enemy  a  vigorous  oppofition.    The  advice  was  neglected. 
Dayidfon  flatloned  only  a  fmall  number  on  the  bank, 
while  the  main  body  was  at  a  diftance.     The  party  on 
the  bank  made  what  oppofition  they  could  to  the  Britifh; 
who  marched  through  the  river  upward  of  five  hundred 
yards  wide,  and  about  three  feet  deep,  without  return- 
ing their  fire,  till  after  landing.     The  firing  brought 
Davidfon  toward  the  fpot.     But  the  Britifh  were  formed ; 
and  he  was  foon  £hot  dead  in  attempting  to  make  a  more 
effectual  oppofition  to  them.     The  militia  throughout 
the  neighbouring  fettlements  were  now  totally  difpirited. 
Few  of  them  could  be  perfuaded  to  take  or  keep  the 
field.     A  frnall  party  collected  about  ten  miles  from  the 
ford ;  but  was  foon  dilperfed  by  Tarleton.     All  the  fords 
were  abandoned  5  and  the  whole  royal  army  crofled  over 
\vkhout  any  further  oppofition. 
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J78r*     A  military  race  now  commenced  between  the  purfuing 
Britifh  under  lord  Cornwallis  and  the  fleeing  Americans 
under  gen.  Greene.     The  latter  retreated  as  expediti- 
oufly  as  poffible,  and  crofTed  the  Yadkin  partly  in  flats 
and  partly  by  fording,  on  the  2d  and  3d  of  the  month, 
and  fecured   the    boats   on   the   north   fide.     Though 
Cornwallis  was  fo  clofe  in  the  rear,  as  that  a  fmart  fkirmifh 
happened  between  a  party  of  riflemen  and  his  advance, 
yet  a  want  of  boats,  and  the  rapid  rifing  of  the  river 
from   preceding  rains,    made   his   eroding    impofTible. 
This  fecond  hair-breadth  efcape  was  confidered  as  a  frefh 
evidence   of  their   being  favored   by  Heaven.     They 
viewed  it  with  pious  gratitude ;  and  frequently  remark- 
ed, that  if  the  rifing  of  the  river  had  been  a  few  hours 
fooner,  Morgan's  whole  detachment  would  have   been 
in  the  power  of  a  greatly  fuperior  army  ;  if  a  few  hours 
later,  that  Cornwallis  would  have  effected  his  paflfage, 
fo  as  to  have  enabled  him  to  get  between  the  two  divi- 
fions  of  the  American  army,  which  might  have  proved 
the  deftruftion  of  both.     That  the  Americans  fhould 
effect  their  paflfage  in  two  fuccefiive  inftances,  while  the 
Britifh  (whofe  advance  was  often  in  fight  of  the  Ame- 
rican rear)  were  providentially  reflrained,  affe&ed  the 
devout  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  fettlements  with 
lively  thanks  to  the  Mod  High,  and  added  frefh  vigor 
to  their  exertions  in  behalf  of  their  country. 
Feb.       On  the  fth  Greene  wrote  to  Huger — cc  I  intend,  if 
$*      we  can  find  a  good  pofition,  to  prepare  to  receive  the 
enemy's  attack.     It  is  not  improbable,  from  lord  Corn- 
wallis's  punYmg  difpofition,  and  the  contempt  he  has  for 
our  army,  we  may  precipitate  him  into  fome  capital 
misfortune.     If  Cornwallis  knows  his  true  intereft  he  will 
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purfue  our  army.     If  he  can  difperfe  that,  he  completes  ll*1* 
the  reduction  of  the  ftate  j  and  without  it  he  will  do 
nothing  to  effect."     His  lordfhip  being  obliged  to  march 
his  troops  about  25  miles  to  the  upper  fords,  which  are 
generally  paffable,  gave  time  for  the  junction  of  the  two 
divifions  of  the  American  army  on  the  yth,  near  Guil-     7. 
ford  court  houfe  •>    circumftances  not  having  admitted 
of  its  being  done  either  at  Charlotte  or  Salifbury. 

Lord  Cornwallis's  firft  object,  that  of  retorting  the 
fatal  blow  given  by  Morgan  at  the  Cowpens  and  of  reco- 
vering the  captives,  being  fruftrated  j  and  the  Britifh 
army  being  v/ithout  tents,  and  like  the  Americans,  de- 
pendent for  fubfrftence  on  what  could  be  haftily  picked 
up  by  detachments  on  a  rapid  march  -,  it  was  doubted 
whether  his  lordfhip  would  profecute  his  enterprife  fur- 
ther: fo  that  gen.  Greene  fpent  the  8th  of  February  in 
refrefhing  all  his  regular  forces  at  Guilford  court  houfe, 
which  was  much  wanted.  The  light  troops  had  not 
time,  after  the  battle,  to  take  care  of  the  wounded  or 
even  breathe  (furgeons  were  left  on  the  field)  and  their 
retreat  of  150  miles  was  effe&ed  under  difficulties  that 
haralTed  them  exceedingly.  The  retreat  of  the  battalions 
from  the  Peedee  under  Huger,  was  conducted  for  100 
miles  under  circumftances  requiring  the  utmoft  patience. 
The  worft  waggons,  with  the  pooreft  teams,  and  moft 
ufelefs  part  of  the  baggage,  were  early  fent  off  by  col. 
D.  Williams  to  HilHbprough  ;  but  the  beft,  and  even 
the  artillery,  was  an  encumbrance  in  their  fituation. 
They  were  fome  times  without  meat,  often  without  flour, 
and  alway  without  fpirituous  liquors.  Notwithftanding 
the  wintry  feafon,  and  their  having  little  clothing,  they 
were  daily  reduced  to  the  necefHty  of  fording  deep 

creeks, 
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*78** creeks,  and  of  remaining  wet  without  any  change  of 
raiment>  till  the  heat  of  their  bodies  and  occafional  fires 
in  the  woods,  dried  their  tattered  rags.  Their  route  lay 
through  a  barren  country,  which  fcarcely  afforded  necef- 
faries  for  a  few  ftraggiing  inhabitants.  They  were  re- 
tarded by  heavy  rains,  broken  bridges,  bad  roads  and 
poor  horfes.  Many  of  them  marched  without  fhoes 
over  the  frozen  ground,  and  through  flinty  roads,  which 
fo  gafhed  their  feet,  that  the  blood  marked  every  flep 
of  their  progrefs.  All  thefe  hardfhips  were  endured 
without  the  lofs  of  a  fingle  fentinel  by  defertion.  Lee's 
partizan  legion  had  undergone  extreme  fervice,  through 
their  additional  expedition  to  George  Town,  75  miles 
diftant  from  the  point  where  the  retreat  of  the  battalions 
commenced. 

Though  the  toils  and  fufferings  of  the  Americans  ex- 
ceeded, thofe  of  the  royal  army  were  far  from  trifling. 
The  Britifh  had  in  common  with  the  others  bad  roads, 
heavy  rains,  a  want  of  cover,  deep  creeks  and  rivers 
through  which  to  pals  in  the  depth  of  winter :  but  then 
they  were  well  fupplied  in  the  articles  of  fhoes  and 
clothes.  The  difficulties  and  evils  arifing  from  lord 
Cornwallis's  deftroying  the  fuperfluous  baggage  and 
waggons  were  not  imall :  but  they  were  fubmitted  to 
with  the  molt  general  and  cheerful  acquiefcence,  from 
his  lordihip's  fetting  the  example, 

Feb,  On  the  9th  of  February  gen.  Greene  wrote  to  gen. 
Sumpter — »"  I  ihall  avoid  a  general  action  if  porTible : 
but  I  am  afraid  it  will  not  be  in  my  power.  Our  force. 
is  fo  fmall  and  in  fuch  diilrefs,  that  I  have  little  to 
hope,  and  every  thing  to  fear."  The  troops  prefent 
and  fit  for  action  were  I426>  befide  riflemen  and  others, 

amounting 
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amounting  to  397,  and  176  cavalry,  in  all  1999.  But 
they  were  greatly  fatigued,  and  in  general  much  difpi- 
rited.  The  forces  under  Cornwallis  (as  Greene  then 
thought  and  faid  in  his  letter  to  gen.  Washington)  con- 
lifted  of  between  2500  and  3000,  including  near  300 
dragoons  and  their  mounted  infantry.  Thefe  were  well 
clothed,  amply  equipped,  and  confident  of  every  ad- 
vantage. In  the  morning  a  council  of  war  was  called  j 
of  which  Greene  fent  the  following  account  to  governor 
Nafh  of  North  Carolina—*"  It  was  the  unanimous  opi- 
nion of  a  council  of  war  this  day,  that  it  would  be  in- 
evitable ruin  to  the  army,  and  no  lefs  ruinous  to  the 
American  caufe,  to  hazard  a  general  aclion :  the  council 
therefore  advifed  to  our  crofting  the  Dan  immediately/' 
The  proper  meafures  were  inftantly  taken.  A  light  army 
was  formed  out  of  col.  Lee's  legion,  the  regular  battalion 
of  infantry  under  col.  Howard,  the  cavalry  under  col. 
Wafhington,  and  a  fmall  corps  of  Virginia  riflemen  under 
major  Campbell,  amounting  to  about  700  men,  the 
flower  of  the  fouthern  American  army.  Gen.  Morgan 
being  rendered  totally  unfit  for  command,  or  even  to" 
march  with  his  corps,  by  the  great  fatigue  he  had  fuf- 
fered,  and  the  torment  he  was  in  with  the  rheumatifm, 
Greene  was  embarrafled  in  the  appointment  of  an  officer 
to  fucceed  him.  He  finally  refolved  to  confer  that 
honor  upon  the  deputy  adjutant  general,  col.  Otho 
Holland  Williams,  who  entered  upon  his  command  on 
the  ioth;  when  Greene  marched  with  the  main  army 
from  Guilford  court  houfe  toward  the  Dan,  which  forms 
the  boundary  between  North  Carolina  and  Virginia. 

Lord  Cornwallis  well  knowing  the  inferiority  of  the 
American  army*  conceived  hopes  of  getting  between. 

Greene 
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*78l»  Greene  and  Virginia,,  and  of  reducing  him  to  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  either  fighting  or  abandoning  his  communica- 
tion with  that  ftate,  and  likewife  of  running  the  rifle  of 
being  hemmed  in  .between  the  great  rivers  in  the  weft, 
the  fea  on  the  eaft,  lord  Rawdon  in  the  fouth,  and  the 
main  royal  army  in  the  north.     To  this  end  Cornwallis 
kept  the  upper  country,  (where  only  the  rivers  are  ford- 
able)  as  he  fuppofed  that  the  Americans  could  not  make 
good  their  paffage  in  the  deep  water  from  the  want  of  a. 
fufficient  number  of  fiats.     In  cafe  they  attempted  it, 
he  expected  to  overtake  and  force  them"  to  an  action 
before  they  could  crofs.     But  the  advantages  refulting 
from  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  from  the  face  of  the 
Country,  interfered  with  rivers  and  creeks,  were  fo  im- 
proved by  Greene  as  completely  to  baffle  his  lordfhip. 
The  better  to  avoid  a  rapid  purfuit,  the  main  and  light 
army  took  different  routes.     The   next  day  the  latter 
had  a  rencounter  with  the  van  of  the  Britifh  army,  in 
which  an  officer  and  half  a  dozen  privates  of  Tarleton's 
legion  were  made  prifoners,  and  feveral  killed.     Fre- 
quent fkirmifhes,  and  the  manoeuvres  practifed  to  mif- 
lead  Cornwallis,  had  the  defired  effect,  and  gave  Greene 
time  to  fend  forward  his  baggage.     On  the  morning  of 
the  1 3th,  Greene  wrote  to  Williams — "  It  is  very  evi- 
dent the  enemy  intend  to  pufn  us  in  croffmg  the  river. 
The  night  before  laft,  as  foon  as  I  got  your  letter,  I 
fent  off  the  baggage  and  Chores,  with  orders  to  crofs  as 
fad  as  they  got  to  the  river.     The  North  Carolina  mi- 
litia have, all  deierted  us,  except  about  80  men.     Majors 
and  captains  are  among  the  deferters.     You  have  the 
flower  of  the  army,  don't  expofe  the  men  too  much, 
left  our  fituation  ihould  grow  more  critical.     Finding 
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gen.  Lillington  had  delayed  fo  much  time,  as  to  render  *78l« 
our  junction  critical,  I  gave  him  orders  to  file  off  to 
Crois  Creek.  I  thought  his  going  there  at  this  mo- 
ment, might  keep  down  the  tories  -,  and  his  reinforce- 
ment would  be  too  inconfiderable  to  enable  us  to  make 
a  (land,  and  would  only  add  to  our  difficulties  in  getting 
over  the  river."  The  next  morning  he  fent  an  exprefs  Feb. 
to  him  with  this  note — <c  4  o'clock.  Follow  our  route,  **• 
as  a  divifion  of  our  force  may  encourage  the  enemy  to 
pufh  us  further  than  they  will  dare  to  do,  if  we  are  to- 
gether. I  have  not  flept  four  hours  fmce  you  left  me, 
fo  great  has  been  my  folicitude  to  prepare  for  the  word. 
I  have  great  reafon  to  believe,  that  one  of  Tarleton's 
officers  was  in  our  camp  the  night  before  laft." — Again 
— fc  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  greater  part  of 
our  waggons  are  over,  and  the  troops  are  crofting." 
The  communication  between  Greene  and  Williams  clofed 
for  the  prefent  with-*-"  Irwin's  ferry,  4-  paft  5  o'clock* 
All  our  troops  are  over,  and  the  ftage  is  clear.  The 
infantry  will  crofs  here,  the  horfe  below.  Major  Hard- 
man  has  poiled  his  party  in  readinefs  on  this  [the  fouth] 
fide,  and  the  infantry  and  artillery  are  pofted  on  the 
other,  and  I  am  ready  to  receive  kand  give  you  a  hearty 
welcome/'  Greene  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  all  the 
light  army  fafe  over  that  night,  though  in  the  day  they 
had  been  pufhed  forty  miles  by  Cornwallis's  army,  whofc 
van  arrived  juft  as  the  American  rear  had  crofTed.  The 
next  day  Greene  difpatched  the  following  letters — To  x^ 
governor  Jefferfon  of  Virginia ;  "  On  the  Dan  river, 
almoft  fatigued  to  death,  having  had  a  retreat  to  con- 
duct for  upward  of  200  miles,  manoeuvring  conftantly 
in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  to  give  time  for  the  militia 

to 
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.  to  turn  out  and  get  off  our  ftores."^-To  baron  Steuben  5 
"  Col.  Williams,  with  the  light  infantry,  lieut.  coL 
Lee's  legion,  and  the  cavalry  of  the  ift  and  jd  regi- 
ments, has  covered  our  retreat,  and  conducted  with 
great  propriety  in  the  moft  critical  fituation.  Corn- 
wallis's  movements  are  fo  rapid;  that  few  or  no  militia 
join  us.  He  marches  from  20  to  30  miles  in  a  day ; 
and  is  organized  to  move  with  the  fame  facility  as  a 
light  infantry  corps.  Should  he  continue  to  pufh  us, 
we  muft  be  finally  ruined  without  reinforcements."— To 
gen.  Washington  j  cf  The  miferable  fituation  of  the 
troops  for  want  of  clothing  has  rendered  the  march  the 
moft  painful  imaginable,  many  hundreds  of  the  foldiers 
marking  the  ground  with  their  bloody  feet.  The  Britifh 
army  is  much  ftronger  than  I  had  calculated  upon  in  my 
laft.  I  have  not  a  ihilling  of  money  to  obtain  intelli- 
gence with,  notwithftanding  my  application  to  Maryland 
for  that  particular  purpofe.  Our  army  is  in  good  fpirits, 
notwithftanding  their  fufferings  and  exceflive  fatigue." 
Some  days  after  he  informed  baron  Steuben*— cc  We 
have  been  aftonifhingly  fuccefsful  in  our  late>  great,  and 
fatiguing  retreat,  and  have  never  loft,  in  one  inftancc, 
any  thing  of  the  leaft  value."  It  was  with  inexpreflible 
grief  and  vexation,  that  the  Britifh  difcovered,  on  the 
1 5th,  that  all  their  exertions  had  been  in  vain,  and  that 
all  their  hopes  were  fruftrated.  Lord  Cornwallis  how- 
ever had  this  to  confole  him,  that  there  was  no  force  in 
North  Carolina  to  prevent  the  royalifts  from  making 
good  their  promife  of  a  general  riling,  in  fa vor  of  Britifh 
government. 

During  the  tranfactions  above  related,  gen.  Marion 
defended  hirnfelf  with  a  few  faithful  militia  in  the  fwamps 

and 
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and  morafTes  of  the  fettlements  near  Charleftown ;  and1?81* 
\vas  frequently  Tallying  out  from  his  hiding  places,  and 
enterprifmg  fomething  in  behalf  of  his  country.  Hav- 
ing mounted  his  followers,  he  infefted  the  Britifh  out- 
pofts,  intercepted  their  convoys,  deftroyed  their  (lores, 
beat  up  their  quarters,  and  fo  harafled  them  with  alarms, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  be  alway  upon  their  guard. 
On  the  other  fide,  coL  Balfour,  who  commanded  at 
Charleftown,  projected  an  expedition  againft  Wilmington 
in  North  Carolina.  A  fmall  naval  force  was  equipped, 
and  major  Craig  dilpatched  on  the  fervice  with  about 
300  foldiers.  The  troops  were  landed  about  nine  miles 
fhort  of  Wilmington  -,  and  the  town  being  abandoned 
by  its  defenfive  force  of  about  150  men,  was  taken 
without  refiftance.  It  has  fince  been  made  a  poft  of 
fome  ftrengthu 

Lieut,  col.  Lee's  legion  recrofied  the  Dan  on  the  i8th, 
agreeable  to  the  wifh  of  gen.  Greene,  to  watch  the  mo- 
tions of  Cornwallis's  army;  which,  after  having  col- 
lefted  a  quantity  of  provifion,  began  on  the  morning  of 
the  i9th  to  move  flowly  toward  Hillfborough.  There 
his  lordfhip  erected  the  royal  ilandard,  and  by  procla- 
mation  on  the  2Oth,  invited  all  his  friends  to  repair  to 
it.  Greene  being  informed,  that  numbers  had  joined 
his  lordfhip,  and  that  the  North  Carolinians  were  re* 
pairing  to  him  in  flioals  to  make  their  fubmifiion,  was 
apprehenfive,  that  unlefs  fome  fpirited  meafure  was  im- 
mediately taken,  the  whole  country  would  be  loft  to  the 
American  caufe.  He  concluded  therefore  upon  return- 
ing to  North  Carolina.  The  light  troops  recrofied  the 
Dan  on  the  21  ft,  and  on  the  next  day  were  followed  by 
fche  main  body,  accompanied  with  600  Virginia  militia 

under 
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'78l«  under  gen,  Stevens.  Greene,  the  more  effe&ually  to 
alarm  Cornwallis  and  difcourage  the  royalifts,  rode  with 
his  aid  de  camp  twenty-one  miles  toward  the  enemy 
and  within  about  fifteen  of  his  lordfhip.  The  report  of 
his  being  within  that  diftance  foon  reached  his  lordfhip  j 
who  inferred  that  the  American  army  was  equally  near. 
The  light  infantry  hung  round  his  lordfhip's  quarters, 
while  the  main  army  advanced  flowly,  keeping  in  view 
the  route  to  the  upper  parts  of  the  country,  the  more 
effectually  to  avoid  an  action,  and  to  form  a  junction 
with  the  militia  of  the  Weftern  Waters  under  col.  Camp- 
bell and  others,  who  were  expected  in  confiderable 
numbers. 

Lieut,  col.  Tarleton  with  the  Britilh  legion  was  de- 
tached from  Hillfborough,  acrofs  the  Haw  river,  to 
major  O 'Neil's  plantation,  to  protect  a  confiderable 
number  of  royalifts  appointed  to  meet  there  on  the  24th. 
Gen.  Pickens  and  lieut.  col.  Lee,  who  had  intelligence 
of  Tarleton's  movements,  concerted  meafures  to  bring 
him  to  a6tion.  Lee's  cavalry  were  to  attack  thofe  of 
Tarleton's  command,  while  Pickens's  militia  difperfed 
F  b  the  collected  royalifts.  Thefe  happened  to  be  paraded 
25.  on  the  night  of  the  25th,  in  a  long  lane  leading  toward 
ONeil's  houfe.  Lee  led  his  cavalry  into  the  lane, 
miftaking  the  royalifts  for  a  part  of  Pickens's  militia,, 
which  he  fuppofed  had  arrived  there  before  him.  After 
he  difcovered  the  diftinguifhing  red  rag  in  their  hats, 
he  with  great  prefence  of  mind  patted  on,  intending  to 
leave  them  to  the  treatment  of  their  countrymen  under 
Pickens.  When  thefe  came  up,  and  a  firing  had  com- 
menced between  them  and  the  royalifts,  Lee  with  his 
cavalry  returned  and  fell  upon  the  latter  5  who  not  having 
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fcen  Tarleton's  dragoons,  miftook  Lee's  cavalry  for  1781* 
them.  While  laboring  under  this  miftake,  he  cue  them 
down  as  they  were  making  ardent  protections  of  loy- 
alty, and  averting — "  that  they  were  the  very  bed  friends 
of  the  king."  A  horrid  (laughter  was  made  of  them, 
between  2  and  300  being  cut  to  pieces*  Tarle- 
ton  was  refrefning  his  legion  about  a  mile  from  the 
fcene.  Upon  hearing  the  alarm,  he  ordered  his  men 
to  mount;  precipitately  recrofTed  the  Haw;  and  re- 
turned to  Hillfborough.  On  his  retreat,  he  alfo  cut 
down  feveral  of  the  royalifts  as  they  were  advancing  to 
join  the  Britiih  army,  miftaking  them  for  rebel  militia 
of  the  country.  This  event,  together  with  Greene's 
having  recrofled  the  Dan,  broke  all  Cornwallis's  mea- 
fures.  The  tide  of  public  fentiment  was  now  no  longer 
in  his  favor.  The  recruiting  fervice  declined  and  was 
flopped,  which  had  it  proceeded  a  fortnight  longer, 
would  have  fo  ftrengthened  his  lordfhip,  that  he  muft 
have  held  the  country.  The  advocates  for  royal  govern^- 
ment  were  difcouraged,  and  could  not  be  induced  to  act 
with  confidence.  Confiderable  numbers,  who  were  on 
their  way  to  join  his  lordfhip,  returned  home  to  wait 
for  further  events. 

On  the  2yth  Lord  Cornwallis  retired  from  Hillfbo- .Feb. 
rough  in  two  columns.     The  fame  day  Lee's  legion  and  2~** 
Pickens's  militia  joined  the  main  body  of  American  light 
infantry,  which  was  now  considerably  reinforced  by  vo- 
lunteer horfe  and  riflemen  from  Virginia :  and  the  whole 
corps  palled  the  Haw  (a  branch  of  Cape  Fear  river)  at 
night.     Greene,  with  the  main  army,    augmented  by 
the  North  Carolina  militia,  crofTed  it  the  next  morning, 
and  marched  with  all  his  force  toward  Aliamance.     la 
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J7Sl*  the  evening  it  was  difcovered  that  Cornwallis,  with  the 
Britifh  army,  was  near  it.  The  American  light  in- 
fantry encamped  within  about  three  miles  of  him,  and 
Greene  halted  within  feven,  on  a  road  leading  immedi- 
ately to  his  lordfhip's  camp.  Though  Greene  meant  to 
afTume  the  mod  confident  appearance,  he  confidered 
this  fituation  extremely  ineligible  -9  as  it  was  in  a  man- 
ner forcing  his  lordfliip  to  action,  for  which  he  himfelf 
was  by  no  means  prepared ;  but  to  retire  precipitately 
\vould  betray  his  apprehenfions  of  danger.  He  hoped 
that  lord  Cornwallis  meant  to  retire,  though  reluctantly, 
to  Crofs  Creek  on  Cape  Fear  river.  He  therefore  wilh- 
cd  only  to  wait  on  him,  and  partially  to  attack  him  on 
the  march,  for  which  the  light  troops  were  perfectly 
calculated.  Greene's  object  was  to  wear  away  the  time, 
till  all  the  expected  reinforcements  fhould  arrive,  and  his 
army  could  be  properly  organized  and  prepared  for  ac- 
tion. On  the  id  of  March  there  was  a  flight  (kirmifh 
in  the  morning,  between  a  detachment  under  Tarleton 
and  a  part  of  the  militia  under  Williams,  within  one 
mile  of  the  Britifh  encampment. 

After  various  movements  of  the  American  light  in- 
fantry, lord  Cornwallis  taking  the  advantage  of  a  thick 
Mar.  f°§  on  t^ie  ^th  of  March,  marched  early  in  the  morn- 
&  ing  with  his  whole  force,  intending  to  furprife  them  and 
bring  Qreene  to  a  general  action :  but  the  vigilance  of 
the  light  troops  difappointed  his  lordfhip's  firft  hope,  and 
then  gallantly  defeated  his  fecond.  About  eight  o'clock 
the  patroles  of  Wiiliams's  brigade  brought  intelligence 
of  his  lord  [hip's  being  within  two  miles  of  his  encamp* 
merit,  on  the  road  leading  to  gen.  Pickens's  quarters, 
and  from  thence  to  Whitfell's  mill,  an  important  pafs 
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on  Reedy  Fork  creek,  immediately  between  the  Amen- 
can  light  infantry  and  the  main  army.     His  lordfhip's 
defigns  were  manifeu,  and  no  time  was  to  be  loft.    Dif- 
patches  went  off  to  apprize  Pickens.     He  being  gone 
to  head  quarters,  and  lieut.  col.  Lee,  who  was  of  that 
brigade  and  fecond  in  command,  having  received  infor- 
mation of  his  lordfhip's  approach,  retired  before  him. 
Col.  Williams  marched   his  brigade    immediately  for 
Whitfell's  mill.     The  light  fkirmifhing  of  ibme  fmall 
parties  on  the  flanks  of  the  Britifli  army,  gained  time 
for  the  removal  of  certain  impediments,  fo  that  a  junc- 
tion of  the  two  brigades  was  formed  about  a  mile  from 
the  mill.     Col.  Williams  then  ordered  col.  Campbell, 
who  had  joined  the  light  infantry  with  a  number  of  rifle- 
men from  the  Weftern  Waters,    and  lieut.  col.  Wafh- 
ington  to  move  flow,  and  give  time  for  the  reft 'of  the 
troops  to  gain  the  pafs,  if  poffible,  v.  ithout  rifking  their 
commands,  which  was  effected.     A  covering  party  was 
formed  of  about  150  Virginia  militia.     The  main  body 
of  the  militia  paffed  firft  after  the  horfes,  and  waggons, 
and  formed  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  water;  then  the 
regular  infantry  under  lieut.  col.  Howard  j   after  that 
Lee's  legion,  infantry  and  cavalry.  Campbell  and  Wafh- 
ington  filed  off  about  half  a  mile  from  the  mill,  croffed 
and  rejoined  the  reft  on  the  other  fide  of  the  creek. 
Col.  Webfter,  with  about  1000  Britifli  infantry,  attack- 
ed the  covering  party,  which  gave  him  a  brifk  fire,  and 
then  retired  over  the  fork.     The  Britifh  infantry  follow- 
ed with  great  precipitation,  and  met  a  fevere  falute  from 
the  fire  of  Campbell's  rifles  and  Lee's  legion  infantry, 
which  were  judicioufly  difpofed  for  that  purpofe.    Web- 
fter being  fupported  by  the  chaffeurs  and  Heffians,  and 
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781.  Cornwallis  planting  his   field   pieces   on  commanding 
grounds,  difrnayed  the  militia  fo  manifeftly,  that  Wil- 
liams gave  them  orders  to  retire ;   and  then  followed 
with  Howard's  battalion,  flanked  by  a  company  of  De- 
laware infantry  and  the  infantry  of  the  legion,  the  whole 
covered  by  Waihington's  cavalry.     The  cavalry  of  the 
legion  covered  the  baggage  and  ammunition  waggons, 
which  accidentally  took  a  different  route.     Thus  ended 
the  defigns  of  lord  Cornwallis  for  that  day,  which  was 
too  far  fpent  to  admit  of  the  execution  of  any  impor- 
tant manoeuvre.     The  lofs  of  the  Americans  was  about 
50  killed  and  wounded,  that  of  the  Britifh  probably 
much  greater,  as  they  twice  fuflained  the  unexpected 
fire  of  the  former.     Col.  Williams  retired  three  miles, 
and  formed  to  await  the  enemy ;  but  as  they  did  not  ad- 
vance he  proceeded  further,  and  encamped  that  even- 
ing about  feven  miles  from  the  place  of  action.     It  may 
be  thought  worthy  of  being  recorded,  that  Mr.  Perry, 
fergeant  major,  and  Mr.  Lunsford,  quarter  mafler  fer- 
geant  of  the  3d  American  regiment  of  dragoons,  two 
fpirited  young  fellows,  being  feparately  detached  with 
each  four  dragoons,  as  parties  of  obfervation  on  the  re- 
treat $  faw   1 6  or  18  horfemen  of  the  Britifh  army  in 
new  levy  uniforms  ride  into  a  farm-houfe  yard  in  an  ir- 
regular manner  ;  and  fome  of  them  difmounted.     They 
inftantly  joined  their  fmall  force,  feized  the  occafion, 
Charged  the  horfemen,  and  in  fight  of  the  Britifh  legion, 
which  was  on  the  contrary  fide  of  the  fence,  cut  every 
man  down,  and  then  retired  without  a  fear. 

While  Greene  was  really  unequal  to  even  defenfive 
operations,  and  waited  to  have  his  army  ftrengthened, 
he  lay  for  feven  days  within  ten  miles  of  Cornwallis's 

camp ; 
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camp:  but  he  took  a  new  portion  every  night;  and  1781* 
kept  it  as  a  profound  fecret  with  himfelf  where  the  next 
was  to  be ;  fo  that  his  lordfaip  could  not  gain  intelli- 
gence of  his  frtuation  in  time  to  avail  himfelf  of  it. 
During  thefe  manoeuvres  Greene  was  often  obliged 
to  afk  bread  of  the  common  foldiers,  having  none  of 
his  own.  Cornwallis  made  a  ftroke  at  him  twice,  but 
miffed  his  aim.  At  length  Greene  was  reinforced,  with 
another  brigade  of  militia  from  Virginia  under  gen.  Law- 
fon,  and  two  from  North  Carolina  under  gens.  Butler 
and  Eaton,  and  400  regulars  raifed  for  1 8  months : 
this  enabled  him  to  dif:blve  the  constitution  of  the  light 
army  on  the  loth.  The  fame  day  he  wrote  to  gov.  Mar. 
Jefferfon — "  Hitherto  I  have  been  obliged  to  praftife  10% 
that  by  frnefTe,  which  I  dared  not  to  attempt  by  force.  I 
know  the  people  have  been  in  anxious  fufpenfe,  waiting 
the  event  of  a  general  a&ion :  but  be  the  confequence 
of  cenfure  what  it  may,  nothing  fhall  hurry  me  into  a 
meafure,  that  is  not  fuggefted  by  prudence,  or  connects 
not  with  it  the  intereft  of  the  fouthern  department." 

Lord  Cornwallis  not  immediately  urging  his  plan  of 
bringing  on  a  general  action,  but  moving  toward  New 
Garden,  alias  the  Quaker  meeting-houfe,  gave  Greene 
the  opportunity  of  arranging  his  army  a-new,  and  of 
making  every  preparation  for  an  engagement.  This  lie 
now  determined  to  venture  upon,  as  he  thought  himfelf. 
fufficiently  ftrong ;  and  forefaw  that  by  delaying  any  time 
he  fhould  probably  be  weakened  through  the  withdraw- 
ment  of  many  militia  men ;  befide,  there  would  be  a 
great  difficulty  of  fubfifting  long  in  the  field  in  fo  ex- 
haufted  a  country.  On  the  I4th  he  marched  his  army 
tp  Guildford  court-houfe,  and  took  a  pofition  within 
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1 781. eight  miles  of  Cornwallis's  encampment.  His  force  con- 
fided of  Huger's  brigade  of  Virginia  continentals,  778 
prefent  and  fit  for  duty  j  of  Williams's  Maryland  brigade 
and  Delawares,  630 ;  and  of  the  infantry  of  Lee's  par- 
tizan  legion,  82 — total  of  continental  regulars,  1490: 
befides  thefe  there  were  1060  militia  from  North  Caro- 
lina, and  1693  from  Virginia,  in  all  2753.  The  whole 
army  confided  of  4243  foot,  and  of  161  cavalry,  in- 
cluding Wafhington's  light  dragoons  86,  and  of  Lee's 
legion  75.  Before  the  engagement  began,  the  marquis 
of  Bretagney  joined  the  army  with  about  40  horfe,  very 
few  accoutred  as  horfemen,  but  mounted  as  infantry. 
On  the  morning  of  the  i5th  the  Americans  were  fup- 
plied  with  provifions,  and  a  gill  of  rum  per  man ;  and 
orders  were  iflued  for  the  whole  to  be  in  perfect  readi- 
nefs  for  aftion. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  being  convinced  from  gen.  Greene's 
movements  that  he  intended  to  venture  an  engagement, 
fent  off  his  baggage  under  a  proper  efcort  on  the  I4th; 
and  the  next  morning  at  day  break,  marched  with  the 
remainder  of  his  army,  amounting  to  about  2400  men, 
chiefly  troops  grown  veteran  in  victories,  either  to  meet 
Greene  on  the  way,  or  to  attack  him  in  his  encamp- 
ment. By  this,  Greene's  defign  of  attacking  his  lord- 
fhip  was  anticipated.  About  three  miles  from  the  Ame- 
rican army,  the  Britilh  advance  guard  under  Tarleton 
fell  in  with  Lee's  legion,  Campbell  and  Lynch's  rifle- 
men. Lee's  dragoons  killed  about  fifty  of  Tarleton's, 
and  the  riflemen  a.re  thought  to  have  killed  and  wound- 
ed more  than  iop  infantry.  This  fkirmifn  gave  Greene 
time  to  form  his  army,  within  about  a  mile  and  a  quar- 
ter of  Guilford  court-houfe.  The  Britilh  advanced 

through 
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through  a  field  beyond  which  was  a  fence  and  a  thick  X78j 
wood.     In  the  Ikirts  of  this  wood  next  to  the  field,  the 
firft  American   line   was  drawn   up,    confifting  of  the 
North  Carolina  militia.     The  fecond  line  behind  thac 
was  formed  of  the  Virginia  militia.     The  third  and  laft 
line  confifted  of  the  Maryland  and  Virginia  continentals 
under  Huger  and  Williams.     Wafhington  with  his  ca- 
valry, and  a  corps  of  Delaware  light  infantry  and  fome 
riflemen  under  col.   Lynch,    covered  the  right  flank ; 
and  Lee  with  his  legion  and  fome  riflemen  under  col. 
Campbell,  the  left.     The  wTiole  were  fo  ftrongly  pofted, 
that  Greene  was  fearful  left  Cornwallis  fhould  not  attack 
them  in  front,   but  change  his  pofition  and  fall  upon 
their  flanks.     The  front  line  was  only  in  fight ;  the  two 
others  being  covered  by  the  wood  in  which  they  were 
pofted.     The  Americans  had  two  pieces  of  cannon  in 
the  field  before  them.     After  a  brilk  cannonade  between 
them  and  the  Britifh,  which  lafted  from  about  half  an 
hour  after  one  till  two^  the  latter  advanced  in  three  co- 
lumns,  the  HefTians  on  the  right,    the  guards  in  the 
centre,  and  Webfter's  brigade  on  the  left.     The  whole 
moved  on  toward  the  North  Carolinians,  who  waited 
the  attack,  until  the  enemy  got  within  140  yards,  when 
part  of  them  fired  once,  while  a  great  number  ran  away 
without  firing  or  being  fired  upon.     All  the  exertions 
of  their  officers  to  rally  them  were  ineffectual.     They 
deferted  the  moft  advantageous  poft  Greene  ever  faw, 
and  let  in  the  enemy  upon  the  fecond  line  compofed  of 
the  Virginia  militia  under  Stevens.     He  had  the  addrefs      - 
to  prevent  his  brigade  from  receiving  any  bad  imprek 
fions  from  the  retreating  North  Carolinians,  by  giving 
out  that  they  had  orders  to  retire  after  difcharging  their 
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J78l*pieces.     To  cherifh   this  idea  he  ordered  his  men  to 
open  their  files  to  favor  their  palTage.     The  Virginians 
behaved  much  better  than  the  Carolinians,  did  great 
execution,  and  kept  up  their  fire  till  they  were  ordered 
to  retreat.     Stevens  had  polled  forty  riflemen  at  equal 
diftances,  twenty  paces  in  the  rear  of  his  brigade,  with 
orders  to  fhoot  every  man  who  fhould  leave  his  pofl. 
That  brave  officer,  though  wounded  through  the  thigh, 
did  not  quit  the  field.     The  continental  troops  were  laft 
engaged,  and  fought  with  great  Ipirit.     The  conteft  was 
Jong  and  fevere :  but  the  Britifh  carried  their  point  by 
fuperior  difcipline.     They  broke  the  fecond  Maryland 
regiment,  turned  the  American  left  flank,  and  got  into 
the  rear  of  the  Virginia  brigade,    and  appeared  to  be 
gaining  Greene's  right,  which  would  have  encircled  the 
whole  of  the  continental  troops,  fo  that  he  thought  it 
•advifable  to  order  a  retreat.     About  this  time  Wafh- 
ington  made  a  charge  with  the  horfe  on  a  part  of  the 
brigade  of  Britifh  guards,  and  the  firft  regiment  of  Ma- 
rylanders  following  the  horfe  with  thdrf  bayonets,  near 
the  whole  of  the  party  fell  a  facrifice.     Huger  with  the 
Virginia  brigade  was  the  laft  that  engaged  -y  and  gave  the  ' 
enemy  a  check.     After  a  hard  battle  of  near  two  hours, 
the  Americans  retreated  in  good  order  to  the  Reedy  Fork, 
and  -crofled  the  river,  about  three  miles  from  the  field 
of  action.     They  halted,  drew  up  till  they  had  collected 
molt  of  the  ftragglers,  and  then  retired  to  Speedwell's 
Iron  Works  ten  miles  diftant  from  Guildfbrd.     Greene 
loft  his  artillery  (the  two  fix  pounders  that  Morgan  had 
lately  recovered,  with  two  others)  and  two  ammunition^ 
waggons,  the  greateft  part  of  the  horfes  being  killed  be- 
fore the  retreat  began. 

This 
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This  victory  coft  the  Briuifh  dear.  Their  killed  and 
wounded  exceeded  600  men,  befide  officers.  The  guards 
loft  col.  Stuart,  with  the  captains  Schutz,  Maynard  and 
Goodriche,  befide  fubaiterns.  Co!.  Webfter,  a  brave 
experienced  and  diftinguifhed  officer,  died  of  his  wounds 
to  the  regret  of  the  royal  army.  Brigadier  generals 
O'Hara  and  Howard,  and  col.  Tarleton,  with  feveral 
other  officers,  were  wounded. 

About  300  of  the  continentals  and  100  of  the  Vir- 
ginia militia  were  killed  and  wounded,  among  the  for- 
mer was  major  Anderfon  of  the  Maryland  line,  a  moil 
valuable  officer.  Among  the  latter  was  Huger,  befide 
Stevens  already  mentioned.  Of  the  North  Carolina  mi- 
litia fix  were  killed  and  three  wounded,  and  552  miffing. 
Of  the  Virginia  militia  294  were  miffing.  Few  of  the 
miffing  were  made  prifoners.  They  returned  home, 
and  never  rejoined  the  camp;  fo  that  gen.  Greene's 
army  fuftained  a  greater  diminution  than  the  Britifh.  It 
was  however  foon  apparent,  that  the  advantages  of  the 
engagement  were  un  his  fide. 

Though  lord  Cornwallis  ifTued  out  a  proclamation 
three  days  after  the  battle,  fetting  forth  his  complete 
victory,  and  calling  on  all  loyal  fubjects  to  fland  forth 
and  take  an  aftive  part  in  reftorihg  good  government, 
and  offering  pardon  and  protection  to  all  rebels,  mur- 
derers excepted  •,  yet  on  the  1 9th  he  decamped,  aban- 
doning all  his  boafted  advantages,  and  his  hofpital  at 
the  Quaker  meeting-houfe,  containing  between  70  and 
80  wounded  Britilh  officers  and  foldiers.  He  alfo  left 
behind  him  all  the  wounded  Americans  taken  on  the 
i  fth,  and  retreated  toward  Crofs  Creek.  Greene  ex- 
pected that  he  would  have  advanced,  and  therefore  had 

pre- 
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*781'  prepared  for  another  action;  but  upon  hearing  that  his 
lordihip  was  attempting  to  avoid  it,  he  purfued  him  the 
next  day  with  all  poflible  expedition.  Greene  having 
no  means  of  providing  for  the  wounded  of  his  own  and 
the  Britifh  forces,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  neighbouring 
inhabitants  of  the  quaker  perfuafion,  in  which  he  men- 
tioned his  being  brought  up  a  quaker,  and  obferved  that 
an  opportunity  offered  for  the  exercife  of  their  huma- 
nity, without  confining  themfelves  to  either  party,  by 
taking  care  of  the  wounded  both  Britifh  and  Americans, 
who  mufl  otherwife  perifh.  His  recommendations  and 
arguments  prevailed,  and  the  quakers  fupplied  the  hof- 
pitals  with  all  that  was  wanting  till  the  fick  and  wound- 
ed recovered. 

So  great  was  the  avidity  of  the  Americans  to  renew 
the  conflict  with  Cornwallis,  that  notwithstanding  the 
weather  was  very  wet  and  the  roads  deep,  they  marched 
almoft  conftantly  without  any  regular  fupply  of  provi- 
Mar.  fions.  On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  they  arrived  at 
a8*  Ramfay's  mills  on  Deep  river,  a  ftrong  pofition  which 
his  lordihip  evacuated  a  few  hours  before,  by  crofTing 
the  river  on  a  bridge  erected  for  that  purpofe.  Evident 
figns  of  precipitation  were  found  in  and  about  his  lord- 
fhip's  encampment.  Several  of  the  dead  were  left  on 
the  ground  unburied.  Beef  in  quarters  was  found  in 
the  flaughter  pen  on  which  the  hungry  continentals  fed 
greedily  5  but  that  not  being  fufficient  to  allay  their  keen 
appetites,  they  eat  without  a  murmur  the  garbage  which 
was  meant  for  the  buzzards  *.  Cornwallis  had  now 
fairly  the  ftart  of  Greene,  and  was  in  a  fituation  to  main- 
tain his  advantage.  He  was  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Deep 

*  Col  O.  H.  Williams, 

river, 
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river,  with  Cape  Fear  on  his  left,  and  fupplies  for  his  *78l» 
army  in  front:  whereas  Greene  was  too  far  advanced  to 
expedt  any  immediate  fuccour  from  the  country  behind 
him ;  he  was  therefore  under  the  neceffity  of  giving  up 
the  purfuit*.  Nothing  but  blood  and  (laughter  has 
prevailed  among  the  whigs  and  tories  in  that  part  of  the 
country  which  has  been  the  fcene  of  the  late  tranfac- 
tions,  and  their  inveteracy  againfl  each  other  muft  de- 
populate it  if  continued. 

Here  let  us  clofe  our  account  of  the  operations  under 
lord  Cornwallis  and  gen.  Greene,  and  enter  upon  thofe 
that  relate  to  Virginia. 

General  Arnold,  with  near  50  fail  of  vefTels,  arrived 
in  the  Chefapeak  by  the  end  of  December.  He  landed, 
with  about  1 500  men  and  a  few  light  horfe,  1 5  miles 
below  Richmond,  and  marched  into  that  town  about  1 2  jan- 
o'clock  on  the  5th  of  January.  The  public  flores  and  5» 
buildings  were  deftroyed  -,  together  with  the  rope  walk, 
and  the  rum  and  fait  in  the  merchants  hands.  The 
troops  went  on  eight  miles  to  deflroy  the  foundery  and 
magazine  at  Weft-Ham  j  but  the  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion had  been  removed  to  Manchefter,  in  Powhatan 
county,  where  the  governor  was,  with  baron  Stenben, 
who  had  arrived  from  the  northward  by  the  beginning 
of  December.  The  next  day  at  noon  they  retreated  the 
fame  way  they  came  -9  with  the  defign  of  committing 
thofe  deilrudlions  in  other  places,  that  might  dilable  the 
ftate  as  far  poflibie  from  making  effectual  oppofition  to 

*  The  advantage  of  col.  O.  H.  Williams's  official  papers,  of  pri- 
vate letters,  and  of  fubfequent  converfation  with  gen.  Greene,  for 
the  purpofe  of  information,  has  occafioned  a  variation  in  divers  parts 
pf  the  above  narrative  from  Dr,  Ramfay  and  others, 
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*78l»  the  plans  of  the  Britiih  miniftry.  They  afterward  landed 
on  the  1 5th  and  marched  to  Smithfield;  and  from 
thence  they  proceeded  to  Portfmouth  by  land.  Here 
Arnold  took  poft,  and  began  to  fortify  by  the  20th,  as 
the  militia  were  collecting  apace,  under  baron  Steuben, 
generals  Nelfon,  Weedon  and  Muhlenburgh :  but  it  was 
the  unhappinefs  of  the  ftate  to  be  deftitute  of  arms,  and 
(by  bad  management)  of  almoft  every  thing  elfe  necef- 
fary  for  defence.  Gen.  Wafhington  laid  a  plan  for 
catching  Arnold  and  his  detachment,  which  was  fervice- 
able,  though  unfuccefsful  in  the  main  point.  The  ge- 
neral was  the  more  eager  in  it,  having  been  confirmed 
by  letters  found  on  board  captured  veffels,  in  the  intel- 
ligence he  had  before  received  of  a  Britifh  project,  to 
make  a  lafting  eftablifhment  in  Virginia.  Four  fhips 
Jan.  °f  t^ie  Britifh  fleet,  which  had  been  lying  for  fome  time 
22  •  in  Gardener's-bay,  failed  on  the  lid  as  far  eaftward  as 
Narraganfet-bay.  A  gale  of  wind  and  a  very  thick 
fnow  coming  on  at  night,  the  Culloden  was  totally  loft, 
and  the  Bedford  difmafted,  each  carrying  74  guns.  No 
fooner  did  the  general  receive  a  certain  account  of  the 
fame,  than  he  put  in  motion,  under  the  command  of 
the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  1 200  light  infantry,  as  large 
a  part  of  his  fmall  force  as  he  could,  with  prudence, 
detach  to  Virginia.  He  at  the  fame  time  intimated  to 
count  de  Rochambeau  the  poffibility  and  importance  of 
improving  the  opportunity  in  an  attempt  upon  Arnold ; 
and  requefted  of  him  and  the  chevalier  d'Eftouches  (to 
whom  the  command  of  the  French  fleet  had  devolved 
upon  the  death  of  adm.  Ternay)  to  fend  the  whole 
fleet,  and  a  detachment  of  their  land'  force  to  the  Che- 
fapeak.  Inftead  of  the  whole,  a  part  only  of  the  fleet 

was 
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v/as  fent;  the  Eveillie  a  64  gun  (hip,  and  two  frigates, 
under  the  command  of  Monf.  Tilly.  They  failed  from 
Newport  on  the  9th  of  February,  with  orders  to  go  to 
the  Chefapeak,  and  attempt  the  deftruction  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  fhips  there,  and  the  frigates  that  protected  them. 
They  returned  on  the  2fth  without  accomplifhing  the 
object  of  their  million,  through  the  precaution  taken  by 
the  enemy.  They  however  took  or  deftroyecl  ten  vcflels, 
and  brought  to  Newport  the  Romulus  of  44  guns, 
which  they  captured  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay.  .  "Wafh- 
ington,  defirous  of  flopping  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy 
in  Virginia,  proceeded  to  Newport,  that  he  might  dif- 
courfe  with  the  French  commanders  on  the  meafures 
proper  to  be  purfued.  He  went  firft  on  board 
d'Eftouches'  fhip  in  the  forenoon  of  March  the  6th, 
where  Rochambeau  met  him.  It  was  agreed  that 
d'Eftouches  fliould  fail  immediately;  and  that  Rocham- 
beau fhould  fend  on  board  the  men  of  war,  a  detach- 
ment of  the  army  under  the  baron  de  Viomeuil.  After 
fpending  an  hour  or  two  on  board,  Wafhington  and 
Rochambeau  landed  at  Newport  about  one  o'clock. 
The  necefTary  meafures  were  taken  to  expedite  the  fleet ; 
but  inflead  of  failing  the  next  day  when  the  wind  was 
as  favorable  for  the  French,  andfcas  adverfe  to  the  Britifli 
as  it  could  blow,  they  were  delayed  24  hours  for  want 
of  fupplies.  They  failed  on  Thurfday  evening  the  8th 
of  March.  They  were  followed  on  the  Saturday  by  the 
Brjtifh  from  Gardener's  bay  under  adm.  Arbuthnot,  who 
made  fuch  expedition  as  to  intercept  them  off  Cape 
Henry  on  the  i6th.  The  two  fleets  were  wellpoifed  in 
point  of  ftrength,  the  fuperiority  of  a  few  guns  on  the 
fide  of  the  Britifli,  being  counterbalanced  by  the  greater 

number 


62  THE     HISTORY     OF     THE 

j7glt  number  of  men  on  the  other.  The  line  was  compofed 
of  eight  fhips  on  each  fide,  including  the  Romulus  of 
44  guns  in  the  French,  and  the  Adamant  of  50  in  the 
Britifh.  A  partial  engagement  took  place.  Each  fide 
claimed  the  advantage  :  but  the  French  abandoned  their 
defign  of  fuccouring  Virginia,  and  returned  to  Newport 
on  the  26th.  Had  they  gained  the  Chefapeak  before 
overtaken  by  the  Britifh,  Wafhington  is  of  opinion, 
that  the  plan  againft  Arnold  could  not  have  failed  of 
fuccefs.  The  return  of  the  French  difconcerted  the 
marquis  de  la  Fayette.  On  his  arrival  at  Annapolis  in 
Maryland,  he  left  his  troops  there,  and  haftened  down 
the  Chefapeak  to  get  a  body  of  militia  in  readinefs  for 
co-operation :  but  upon  hearing  what  had  taken  place, 
he  inarched  back  with  his  detachment  to  the  Head  of 
Elk. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton,  to  fupport  the  fouthern  operations 
and  increafe  their  fuccefs,  forwarded  a  convoy  to  the 
Chefapeak,    with  about  2000  choice  troops  on  board 
under  gen.  Phillips,  whom  he  appointed  to  the  chief 
Mar.  command  in  Virginia.     They  arrived  on  the   25th  of 
2*'     March.     Among  the  greateft  misfortunes  to  the  Ame- 
rican caufe  occafioned  by  the  invafion  of  this  Hate,  mufl 
be  reckoned  the  obftructions  it  has  thrown  on  every  pre- 
paration for  the  fupport  of  the  fouthern  army.     It  has 
kept  back  the  raifing  of  recruits  and  every  fupply. 

Certain  adts  and  concerns  of  congrefs  remain  to  be 
related. 

The  capture  of  Mr.  Laurens  by  the  Britifh  made  it 
necefiary  for  congrefs  to  appoint  another  gentleman  to 
fupply  his  place.  They  therefore  commiflioned  Mr. 
John  Adams,  on  the  ift  of  January,  to  be  their  minifter 

pleni* 
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plenipotentiary  to  the  States  General  of  the  Dutch 
United  Provinces.  He  was  alfo  empowered  to  negotiate 
a  loan  of  money  among  the  Hollanders ;  and  in  con- 
fidence of  his  fuccefs  they  directed,  on  the  jd  of  January, 
bills  of  exchange  to  be  drawn  upon  him  at  fix  months 
fight.  On  the  3d  of  February  they  agreed — cc  That  it 
be  recommended  to  the  feveral  flates,  as  indifpenfably 
neceffary,  that  they  veil  a  power  in  congrefs,  to  levy  for  the 
ufe  of  the  united  ilates,  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
at  the  time  and  place  of  importation,  upon  all  goods 
and  merchandifes  of  foreign  growth  and  manufactures, 
which  may  be  imported  into  any  of  the  faid  dates  from 
any  foreign  port,,  illand  or  plantation,  after  the  ift  day 
of  May,  178  ij  except  arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  and 
other  articles  imported  on  account  of  the  united  flates, 
or  any  of  them  -,  and  except  wool  cards  and  cotton  cards, 
and  wire  for  making  them  5  and  alfo  except  fait  during 
the  war  : — Alfo  a  like  duty  of  five  per  cent,  on  all  prizes 
and  prize  goods,  condemned  in  the  court  of  admiralty 
of  any  of  thefe  flates  as  lawful  prize  : — That  the  money 
arifing  from  the  faid  duties  be  appropriated  to  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  principal  and  interell  of  the  debts  already 
contracted,  or  which  may  be  contradled,  on  the  faith 
of  the  united  flates,  for  fupporting  the  prefent  war  :— 
That  the  faid  duties  be  continued  until  the  faid  debts 
fhall  be  fully  and  finally  difcharged."  Some  gentlemen 
object  to  the  recommendation,  or  at  leaft  a  compliance 
with  it,  and  fay — cc  Drawing  money  infenfibiy  from  the 
people  by  impofts  may  be  a  favorite  fcheme  in  monar- 
chies and  ariftocracies  ;  but  in  republican  governments, 
fuch  as  are  eflablifhed  ih  America,  is  inexpedient,  if  not 
dangerous.  When  money  is  drawn  from  the  people  in- 
4  fenfibly, 
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ifgj.fenfibly,  they  are  lefs  attentive  to  abufes  in  the.expen-* 
diture  :  but  when  they  are  called  upon  for  taxes  and  feel 
the  burden  of  them,  they  are  more  watchful  to  fee  that 
they  are  properly  applied,  and  to  prevent  the  rulers 
from  bribing  the  people  with  their  own  money,  and  fu fa- 
verting  the  public  liberty  by  the  means  put  into  their 
hands  for  fecuring  and  defending  it."  ,  It  will  be  long 
before  the  feveral  flates  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  veil 
congrefs  with  the  defired  power. 

Congrefs  on  the  6th  of  February,  ordered  that  the 
drawing  of  the  fourth  and  laft  clafs  of  the  united  ftates 
lottery  fhould  begin  on  the  2d  of  April.  Through  the 
amazing  depreciation  of  the  paper  currency,  the  whole 
will  turn  out  a  fimple  piece  of  bufmefs,  and  difappoint 
the  original  hopes  both  of  the  fortunate  adventurers  and 
of  congrefs. 

17  1*. 

They  proceeded  by  ballot  to  the  election  of  a  fuper- 
intendant  of  finance,  to  examine  into  the  ftate  of  the 
public  debts,  expenditures,  and  revenue :  to  digefl  and 
report  plans  for  improving  and  regulating  the  finances* 
and  for  eftablifhing  order  and  ceconomy  in  the  expen- 
diture of  the  public  money :  and  to  the  exercife  of  many 
other  powers  necelTary  to  complete  the  financier.  Robert 
Morris  efq;  of  Philadelphia  was  unanimoufly  elected. 
27.  They  parled  a  commendatory  refolution  reflecting 
capt.  John  Paul  Jones  3  and  further  refolved,  that  Dr. 
Franklin  fhould  acquaint  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  that 
his  majefty's  offer  of  adorning  capt.  Jones  with  the  crofs 
of  military  merit  was  highly  acceptable  to  congrefs. 
The  fmall  fquadron  which  the  captain  commanded  in 
1779,  was  fitted  out  at  the  expence  of  his  moil  Chriftian 
majefty,  who  honored  him  with  a  French  commiffion. 

MonC 
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Monf.  de  Sartine,  the  minifter  of  the  marine,  requefted1?^ 
Dr.  Franklin  to  ftrengthen  the  fquadron  by  ordering 
the  Alliance  to  join  it,  which  was  immediately  done. 

On  the  1 2th  of  February  the  Maryland  delegates  laid 
before  congrefs  an  ad  of  their  ftate,  empowering  them 
to   fubfcribe   and  ratify  the  articles   of  confederation. 
The  i  ft  of  March  was  afterward  fixed  upon  for  their 
doing  it.     Maryland  having  no  vacant  weftern  territory, 
contended  with  great  juftice,  that  the   unappropriated 
weftern  country  fhouid  be  the  common  property  of  the 
union,  and  pledged  as  a  fund  for  finking  the  continental 
debt;    and  declined  acceding  to  the  confederation  till 
fome  fatisfaction  fhould  be  given  upon  that  fubjecl.     But 
congrefs  having  recommended  it  to  the  ftates,  claiming 
fuch  country,  to  remove  the  only  obftacle  to  a  final  rati- 
fication ;  and  then  earneftly  requefted  the  legiflature  of 
Maryland  to  empower  their  delegates,  they  accordingly 
did  fo  on  'the  3oth  of  laft  January.     They  concurred 
in  the  meafure,  as  well  from  a  defire  to  perpetuate  and 
ftrengthen  the  union,  as  from  a  confidence  in  the  juftice 
and  generofity  of  the  larger  ftates,  and  that  fuperior  to 
local  interefts,  they  would  content  to  fuch  arrangements 
of  the  unappropriated  lands,  included  in  their  refpective 
charters,  as  good  policy  required,  and  the  great  exertions 
of  their  own  ftate  in  the  common  caufe  had  fo  highly  de- 
ferved.     When  the  ift  of  March  was  arrived,  the  New  Mar. 
York  delegates,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  with  which  their    J- 
legiflature  had  intrufted  them,  proceeded  by  an  official 
aft  in  congrefs  to  limit  and  reftricl:  the  boundaries  of 
that  ftate,  and  to  relinquiih  all  right,  jurifdidion  and 
claim,  to  all  lands  to  the  northward  and  weftward  of  the 
fame,  to  be  difpofed  of  as  the  congrefs  of  the  confe- 

VOL.  IV,  F  derated 
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J?81- derated  Hates  fhould  direct.  The  Maryland  delegates 
then  proceeded  to  fign  and  ratify  the  articles  of  confe- 
deration. This  important  event  has  been  communicated 
to  the  executives  of  the  feveral  ftates ;  and  the  American 
minifters  in  Europe  have  been  ordered  to  notify  it  to  the 
refpe&ive  courts  at  which  they  refide. 

Though  a  longer  delay  on  the  part  of  Maryland  might 
have  been  productive  of  bad  confequences,  yet  there  are 
feveral  members  of  congrefs,  who  are  fenfible  o£  its 
having  been  highly  beneficial  upon  many  occafions.  As 
ieven  Hates  were  a  majority,  whenever  that  number  met 
it  was  confidered  as  the  reprefentative  body  of  the  thir- 
teen ;  and  if  four  out  of  the  feven  *  agreed,  it  palled 
for  the  voice  of  the  United  States,  even  in  thofe  cafes, 
which  by  the  confederation  required  the  concurrence  of 
nine  ftates.  The  want  of  fuch  concurrence,  had  the 
confederation  been  perfected  at  a  very  early  date,  would 
have  prevented  the  execution  of  much  bufmefs  of  the 
higheft  importance. 

16.  Congrefs  refolved — "  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  re- 
commended to  the  feveral  ftates,  to  amend  their  laws 
making  the  bills  of  credit  emitted,  under  the  authority 
of  congrefs,  a  legal  tender,  fo  that  fuch  bills  fhall  not 
be  a  tender  in  any  other  manner  than  at  their  current 
value  compared  with  gold  and  filver."  'The  fame  day 
they  refolved-r-"  That  the  ftates  be  immediately  called 
upon  to  furnifh  for  the  public  expences,  and  for  carrying 
on  the  war,,  their  proportion  of  one  million  five  hundred 

*  When  congrefs  confirmed  the  fentence  of  the  court  martial  on 
general  Lee,  it  was.  by  a  vote  of  four  out  of  eleven  prefent.  See 
Vol.  III.  p,  222. 
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thoufand  dollars  quarterly,  the  firft  quarterly  payment 
to  be  made  on  the  ift  day  of  June  next."  Neither  of 
thefe  refolves  will  be  fufficiently  productive. 

This  fnall  clofe  with  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  gen. 
Wafhington,  written  the  beginning  of  April — cc  I  give 
it  decifively  as  my  opinion,  that  without  a  foreign  loan 
our  preferit  force,  which  is  but  the  remnant  of  an  army, 
cannot  be  kept  together  this  campaign,  much  lefs  will 
it  be  increafed  and  in  readinefs  for  another.  If  France 
delays  a  timely  and  powerful  aid  in  the  critical  pofture 
of  our  affairs,  it  will  avail  us  nothing  fhould  (he  attempt 
it  hereafter.  We  are  at  this  hour  fufpended  in  the  ba- 
lance :  we  cannot  tranfport  the  provifions  from  the  dates 
in  which  they  are  aflefied,  to  the  army,  becaufe  we  can- 
not pay  the  teamfters,1  who  will  no  longer  work  for  cer- 
tificates.— In  a  word,  we  are  at  the  end  of  our  tether, 
and  now  or  never  our  deliverance  muft  come." 


LETTER      III. 

Rotterdam,  May  5,  1781* 
FRIEND  G. 

AS  foon  as  the  rupture  between  Great  Britain  and 
Holland  was  known  at  Verfailles,  the  king  gave 
immediate  orders  that  all  the  Dutch  vefTels  in  any  of  the 
French  ports  fhould  be  made  acquainted  with  it  5  and 

F  2  accordingly 
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*78*'  accordingly  a  circular  letter  was  written  by  the  marquis 
de  Caftries  on  the  25th  of  laft  December,  and  fent  to 
the  feveral  ports.  The  firft  material  capture  made  by 
the  Britifh,  after  the  hoftile  manifefto  againft  the  Dutch, 
was  that  of  the  Rotterdam  of  50  guns  and  300  men 
belonging  to  the  ftates  general,  by  the  Warwick,  capt. 
5.  *  Elphinftone,  on  the  5th  of  January. 

On  the  9th  the  Dutch  council  of  ftate  propofed,  that 
the  marine  of  the  republic  fhould  confift  of  94  fhips  and 
armed  vefTels,  and  18,430  feamen.  There  were  to  be 
1 1  (hips  of  the  line,  1 5  of  50  guns  and  2  of  40.  Three 
days  after,  the  ftates  general  publiihed  a  placart,  grant- 
ing letters  of  marque  againft  the  Britifh.  This  was  fol- 
lowed after  a  time  by  an  anfwer  to  the  Britifh  manifefto. 

Notwithstanding  the  neceflfary  increafe  of  national  ex- 
pences  in  Great  Britain  by  the  Dutch  war,  yet  toward 
the  end  of  January,  the  houfe  of  commons  hearkened 
to  the  calls  of  humanity,  and  in  confequence  of  differ- 
ent petitions,  voted  for  the  relief  of  the  fufferers  by  the 
hurricane  at  Barbadoes  8o,oool.  and  at  Jamaica  40,000!. 
A  fecond  attempt  has  been  made  on  the  Ifle  of  Jerfey. 
The  baron  de  Rullecourt,  at  the  head  of  about  2000 
men,  conducted  it.  By  the  badnefs  of  the  weather  near  half 
his  troops  were  driven  back  to  France,  and  never  joined 
him.  He  at  length  however  made  his  way  with  diffi- 
culty, through  the  rocks  of  la  Roque-Platte ;  and 
landed  a  number  in  the  dark,  three  miles  from  St.  He- 
lier,  the  capital  of  the  ifland ;  though  five  velTels  were 
loft,  and  200  of  his  men  perilhed.  A  fmall  party  of 
militia,  meant  for  the  guard  of  a  redoubt  in  the  place, 
were  feized  afleep  by  the  enemy,  who  were  thus,  for 
feveral  hours,  ou  the  iftand  without  an  alarm's  being 
5  given, 
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given.  The  baron,  leaving  about  120  men  in  the  re-J78]r» 
doubt,  marched  to  St.  Helier.  He  fecured  the  avenues  6.  ' 
of  the  town,  furprifed  the  guards  in  the  dark,  and  pof- 
feiTed  the  market  place  without  noife.  The  inhabitants 
were  aftoniihed  at  break  of  day,  on  finding  themfelves 
in  the  hands  of  an  enemy.  Major  Corbet,  the  deputy 
governor,  with  the  magiftrates  and  principal  people, 
being  brought  prifoners  to  the  court  4ioufe,  the  French 
commander  wrote  terms  of  capitulation,  which  he  pro- 
pofed  to  have  figned ;  and  by  which  the  ifland  was  to 
be  furrendered  to  France,  and  the  troops  to  lay  down 
their  arms  and  be  fent  to  Great  Britain.  It  was  in  vain 
remonftrated,  that  no  act  of  the  lieut.  governor's  could 
have  the  fmalleft  validity  in  his  prefent  fituation.  Rulle- 
court  was  peremptory,  and,  Corbet  too  inadvertently 
figned.  The  French  commander  then  fummoned  Eli- 
zabeth caftle  under  the  terms  of  the  capitulation. 
Capes.  Aylward  and  Mulcafter,  having  efcaped  thither 
on  the  firft  alarm,  and  being  now  in  a  degree  prepared 
againft  a  fudden  attack,  rejected  the  fumrnons,  and  re- 
fufed  paying  the  fmalleft  regard  to  the  capitulation,  or 
any  orders  iilued  by  the  iieut.  governor  in  the  prefent 
circumftances.  The  French  placing  Corbet  in  their 
front,  advanced  toward  the  gat£,  but  were  fire^d  upon 
•with  fuch  vigor  from  the  cattle,  that  they  foon  made  the 
befl  of  their  way  back  to  the  town  for  flicker. 

Mean  while  the  alarm  extended,  and  the  neareft  troops 
and  militia  advanced  toward  the  point  of  danger,  and 
formed  on  the  heights  near  the  town  under  major 
.Pierfon,  who  jnftantly  fecured  a  hill  of  great  advantage, 
•\vhich  the  enemy  had  overlooked.  Rullecourt  fent  to 
UK:  major,  requiring  his  compliance  with  the  terms  of 

F  3 
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J78l'the  capitulation;  and  received  for  anfwer,  "  that  if  he 
and  his  troops  did  not  lay  down  their  arms  within  twenty 
minutes,  and  furrender  themfelves  prifoners  of  war,  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time,  they  might  be  certain  of  an 
attack."     Pierfon  was  punctual  to  his  word ;  and  rrade 
an  afTault  on  the  town  in  all  acceffible  parts  with  fuch 
impetuofity,  that  the  enemy  were  driven  rapidly  upon 
the  centre  of  their  force  in  the  market  place,  where  the 
Action  was  foon  decided  -,  for  Rullecourt  being  mortally 
wounded,  the  next  in  command  feeing  the  hopeleflhefs 
of  their  fituation,  requefted  the  lieut.  governor  to  re- 
fume  his  authority,  and  to  accept  of  their  furrender  as 
prifoners  of  war.    The  fatisfaclion  arifing  from  fo  fudden 
a  deliverance,  and  fo  brave  an  exertion,  was  damped  by 
the  fall  of  major  Pierfon,    who  was  fhot  through  the 
heart  in  the  inftant  of  victory.     The  extraordinary  mili- 
tary abilities  difplayed  by  fo  young  an  officer  (for  he  was 
only  five  and  twenty)  rendered  his  death  an  object  of 
i        general  regret.     During  the  engagement  the  redoubt 
was  retaken  with  fixed  bayonets,  and  without  firing  a 
fnot,  by  the  grenadiers  of  the  83d  regiment.     Thus  the 
whole  French  party,  amounting  to  near  800,  were  either 
killed  or  taken. 

On  the  24th  of  January,  lord  George  Gordon  was 

privately  taken  from  the  Tower  to  Weftminfter-hall, 

-.,       arraigned,  and  ordered  to  prepare  for  trial  on  Monday 

£,  *  the  5th  of  February.     When   he   came  to  be  tried, 

though  the  crowd  was  very  large,  order  was  obferved, 

and  there  was  no  mifchief  or  violence.     About  five  the 

next  morning  he  was  acquitted.     On  the  news  of  his 

acquittal,    there  were   rejoicings   and   illuminations   at 

Glafgow,  Paifley,  D  unbar,  Montrofe^   Brechin,  and  a 

3  great 
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great  number  of  other  towns  and  villages  in  Scotland.  1781* 
The  proteftant  adociation  at  Glafgow  made  a  fubfcription 
of  feveral  hundred  pounds,  toward  defraying  his  lord- 
fhip's  expences.  It  has  been  fuggefted,  that  govern- 
ment did  not  wifh  to  convict  his  Jordfhip  for  fear  of 
offending  too  many  of  the  Scots. 

The  garrifon  and  inhabitants  of  Gibraltar,  having  re- 
ceived no  fupplies  of  provifion  from  Great  Britain  fir.ce 
the  beginning  of  the  preceding  year,  nor  from  the  Bar- 
bary  mores,  nor  the  moil  diftant  coafts  of  Africa,  were 
reduced  to  extreme  difcrefs.  The  governor,  ever  fince 
October,  made  a  reduction  of  a  quarter  of  a  pound 
from  each  man's  daily  allowance  of  bread.  Their  meat 
was  reduced  to  a  pound  and  a  half  in  the  week,  and  at 
length  was  fcarcely  eatable.  The  inhabitants  had  to  pay 
for  bad  fhip  bifcuit,  full  of  worms,  a  milling  a  pound; 
the  fame  for  flour  in  no  better  condition ;  eighteen 
pence  for  fait,  the  fweepings  of  fhips  bottoms  and  ftore- 
.houies;  half  a  crown  for  old  Iriih  fait  butter ;  and  the 
fame  for  the  word  brown  fugar.  When  the  arrival  of 
the  veffels  from  the  Mediterranean  opened  a  market  for 
frefh  provifions,  turkies  fold  for  3!,  i2s.  a  piece  5  fuck- 
ing pigs  at  two  guineas  ;  ducks  at  half  a  guinea  ;  and 
iinall  hens  at  nine  {hillings.  A%  .guinea  was  refufed  for  a 
calf's  pluck;  and  one  pound  feven  millings  for  an  ox- 
head.  The  intereft  and  honor  of  Great  Britain  were 
deeply  engaged  in  the  timely  relief  of  that  fortrefs.  It: 
was  accordingly  one  of  the  firft  objects  of  government 
in  the  commencement  of  the  year;  and  the  grand  fleet 
under  the  conduct  of  adms.  Darby,  Digby,  and  Sir  J. 
Lockhart  Rofs,  was  fitted  out  early  for  this  fervice:  but 
only  28  fail  of  the  line  could  be  fpared,  The  French 

F  4  had. 
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J78l-had,  at  the  fame  time,  a  fleet  little  inferior  either  in 
number  or  force,  nearly  ready  for  fea  at  Breft. 

Mar.  The  Britifh  fleet  failed  with  the  great  Eaft  and  Weft 
India  convoys :  but  met  with  a  delay  on  the  coaft  of 
Ireland,  in  waiting  for  the  victuallers  from  Corke,  which 
were  to  proceed  with  them  to  Gibraltar.  The  Eaft  and 
Weft  India  convoys  having  proceeded  on  their  refpective 
voyages,  the  Britifh  fleet  with  97  tranfports,  ftorefhips 
and  victuallers,  arrived  off  Cadiz  before  the  middle  of 

APnl  April.  Don  Cordova  with  the  Spanifti  fleet,  had  put 
into  the  harbour ;  and  adm.  Darby  having  explored  the 
fame,  forwarded  the  convoy  to  Gibraltar,  with  fome 
men  of  war  and  frigates  to  cover  them,  while  he  cruifed 
with  the  main  body  of  the  fleet  off  the  Streights  mouth 
to  watch  the  enemy.  The  Spaniards  had  been  for  fome 
'  time  employed  in  conftrudbing  a  number  of  gun  and 
bomb  boats.  The  gun  boats  carried  each  a  long  26 
pounder,  which  threw  iliot  further  than  any  fhip's  guns 
could  reach.  This  force  was  rendered  ftill  more  dan- 
gerous by  the  addition  of  the  bomb  boats  upon  a  fimilar 
conftruction.  With  thefe  they  cannonaded  and  bom-, 
barded  the  Britilh  fhips  every  morning,  till  the  wind,  at 
its  ftated  hour,  began  to  fpring  up,  when  they  fled  and 
were  purfued  in  vain.  But  they  failed  in  their  grand 
object,  and  no  material  damage  was  done  to  any  part  of 
the  fhipping. 

Nothing  could  be  more  grievous  to  Spain  than  this 
relief.  She  feems  to  have  fet  her  heart  fo  entirely  on  the 
recovery  of  Gibraltar,  as  not  to  have  had  another  object 
in  the  war.  The  whole  naval  and  military  force  of  the 
kingdom,  and  its  refources  of  every  fort,  appear  to 
have  been  directed  mainly  to  that  fingle  point,  Thefe 

various 
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various  powers  were  called  int®  action,  and  the  unfortu-  *78l« 
nate  town,  with  its  miferable  inhabitants,  were  the  vic- 
tims of  her  indignation.  One  hundred  and  feventy 
pieces  of  cannon,  of  the  heavieft  metal,  and  eighty 
mortars,  difgorged  their  tremendous  torrents  of  fire  all 
at  once  upon  that  narrow  fpot.  This  dreadful  cannonade 
and  bombardment  was  continued  night  and  day,  for  a 
considerable  time,  without  intermifiion.  Nothing  could 
be  more  fplendidly  magnificent,  or  dreadfully  fublime, 
than  the  view  and  report  of  this  tremendous  fcene,  to 
thofe  who  obferved  them  from  the  neighbouring  hills  of 
Barbary  and  Spain  during  the  night  -,  efpeciallyt  in  the 
beginning,  when  the  cannonade  of  the  enemy  being  re- 
turned by  gen.  Elliot,  with  flill  fuperior  power  and 
greater  fiercenefs,  the  whole  rock  feemed  to  vomit  out 
fire,  and  all  diftinction  of  parts  was  loft  in  flame  and 
fmoke.  The  artillery  officers  and  engineers  in  the  gar- 
rifon  computed,  that  during  more  than  three  weeks  from 
the  firfl  attack,  the  Spaniards  continued  regularly  to  ex- 
pend, at  leaft,  a  thoutand  barrels  of  gunpowder,  of  a 
hundred  weight  each,  and  to  fire  from  four  to  five 
thpufand  Ihot  and  (hells,  in  every  24  hours  upon  the 
fortrefs.  After  difcharging  75,000  Ihot,  and  25,000 
iliells  in  this  courfe  of  firing,  it  was  lowered  to  about 
600  of  both  in  the  24  hours. 

When  admiral  Rodney  returned  from  New  York  to 
St.  Lucie  toward  the  clofe  of  the  laft  year,  the  reports 
of  the  difmantled  ftate  of  St.  Vincent  through  the  hur- 
ricane, induced  him  and  gen.  Vaughan  to  undertake 
an  expedition  for  the  recovery  of  that  ifland :  but  after 
landing  a  number  of  troops  with  the  marines,  on  the  i6th 
pf  December,  and  continuing  a  day  on  the  ifland,  the 

French 
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'78*«  French  were  found  in  fuch  force/ and  their  works  in 
fuch  condition,  that  the  commanders  were  obliged  to 
reimbark  the  troops  without  venturing  upon  an  a&tack. 

Not  much  more  than  a  month  after  this  attempt,  the 
commanders,  in  confequence  of  inftruclions  from  Great 
Britain,  directed  their  views  to  the  reduction  of  the 
Dutch  idand  St.  Euftatia.  This  iOand,  though  barren 
and  contemptible  in  itfelf,  had  long  been  the  feat  of  a 
lucrative  and  prodigious  commerce  -,  and  might  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  grand  free  port  of  the  Weil  Indies  and 
America,  and  as  a  general  market  and  magazine  to  all 
nations.  Its  richeft  harvefts  however,  were  durin^  the 
feafons  of  warfare  among  its  neighbours,  owing  to  its 
neutrality  and  fituation  with  its  unbounded  and  unclogged 
freedom  of  trade,  The  ifland  is  a  natural  fortification; 
and  has  but  one  landing  place,  which  may  be  eafily 
rendered  impracticable  to  an  enemy.  The  inhabitants, 
though  not  very  numerous,  included  a  portion  of  the 
natives  of  almoft  all  trading  countries. 

Feb.  xhe  Britilh  fleet  and  army  appeared  before  and  fur- 
rounded  St.  Euftatia  with  a  great  force.  Rodney  and 
Vanghan  fent  a  peremptory  fummons  to  the  governor, 
to  furrender  the  ifland  and  its  dependencies  within  an 
hours  accompanied  with  a  threat,  that  if  any  refiftance 
was  made  he  muft  abide  the  confequences.  Mr.  de 
GraafF,  totally  ignorant  of  the  rupture  between  Great 
Britain  and  Holland,  could  fcarcely  believe  the  officer, 
who  delivered  the  fummons,  to  be  ferious.  But  he  re-? 
turned  for  anfwer,  that  being  utterly  incapable  of  mak- 
ing any  defence,  he  muft  of  neceffity  furrender,  only 
recommending  the  town  and  inhabitants  to  the  clemency 
of  the  Britifh  commanders.  The  wealth  of  the  place 

excited 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION.  7J 

excited  the  aftonifhment  of  the  conquerors.  The  whole 
ifland  feemed  to  be  one  vail  magazine.  All  the  (lore- 
houfes  were  filled  with  various  commodities;  and  the 
very  beach  was  covered  with  hogfheads  of  fugar  and 
tobacco.  The  value  Was  eftimated  confiderably  above 
three  millions  fterling.  But  this  w*s  only  a  part ;  for 
above  150  vefTcls  of  all  denominations,  many  of  them 
richly  laden,  were  captured  in  the  bay,  exclufiye  of  a 
Dutch  frigate  of  38  guns,  and  five  fmaller. 

The  neighbouring  fmall  ifles  of  St.  Martin  and  Saba 
were  reduced  in  the  fame  manner ;  and  Rodney  being 
informed,  that  a  fleet  of  about  30  large  fhips,  richly 
laden  with  fugar  and  other  Weft  India  commodities,  had 
failed  from  Euftatia  for  Holland  juft  before  his  arrival, 
tinder  convoy  of  a  flag  fhip  of  60  guns,  he  difpatched 
the  Monarch  and  Panther  with  the  Sybil  frigate,  in  pur- 
fuit  of  them.  Thefe  foon  overtook  the  convoy ;  and 
the  Dutch  admiral,  refufing  to  ftrike  his  colours,  and 
all  remonftrances  proving  ineffectual,  a  fhort  engage- 
ment took  place  between  his  fhip  the  Mars  and  the 
Monarch.  He  died  bravely  in  defence  of  his  fhipj 
when  fhe  inftantly  flruck,  and  the  whole  convoy  was 
taken. 

This  is  one  of  the  fevereft  blows. that  Holland  could 
have  received.  The  Dutch  Weft  India  company,  with 
the  magiftracy  and  citizens  of  Amfterdam,  are  great 
fufferers  upon  the  occafion.  But  the  greateft  weight  of 
the  calamity  feems  to  have  fallen  on  the  Britifh  mer- 
chants, who  confiding  in  the  neutrality  of  the  place, 
and  in  fome  acts  of  parliament  made  to  encourage  their 
bringing  their  property  from  the  iflands  lately  taken  by 
the  French,  had  accumulated  a  great  quantity  of  Weft 

India 
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I7Sl*  India  produce,  as  well  as  European  goods,  in  the  place: 
for  all  the  property  was  indifcrirninately  feized,  invento- 
ried, and  declared  to  be  confifcated. 

The  keeping  of  Dutch  colours  flying  at  Euftatia,  ren- 
dered it  for  fome  time  a  decoy  to  French,  Dutch,  and 
American  veflels,  a  confiderable  number  of  'which  fell 
accordingly  into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors  without 
trouble. 

The  indifcriminate  feizure  and  confifcation  of  pro- 
perty in  the  ifland,  induced  the  merchants  of  St.  Chrif- 
topher  (or  St.  Kitt's)  to  prefent  two  memorials  to  adm. 
Rodney  and  gen.  Vaughan,  for  themfelves,  and  as  agents 
and  factors  for  many  of  the  moft  commercial  houfes  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  They  ftated,  that  their  con- 
nections with  St.  Euftatia,  and  the  property  they  had 
lodged  there,  were  all  in  purfuance  to,  and  under  the 
fandion  of  repeated  acts  of  the  Britifh  parliament;  and 
that  their  commerce  had  befide  been  entirely  founded 
on  the  fair  principles  of  merchandife,  and  conducted 
according  to  the  rules  and  maxims  adopted  by  all  trading 
nations.  The  fecond  memorial  was  carried  and  deli- 
vered to  Rodney  by  Mr.  Glanville  the  nth  of  March. 
The  admiral  in  a  line  to  him  anfwered,  that  cc  their 
effects  at  St.  Euftatius  could  only  be  lodged  as  a  depofit 
to  fupply  the  neceflities  of  their  king  and  their  coun- 
try's enemies.  The  ifland  was  Dutch,  every  thing  in 
it  was  Dutch,  every  thing  was  under  the  protection  of 
the  Dutch  flag,  and  as  Dutch  it  fhall  be  treated."  Mr. 
Glanville  made  a  fenfible  reply  on  the  ijth  of  March, 
and  obferved — cc  That  if  the  king's  enemies  were  fup- 
plied,  by  the  trade  of  his  fubjects  through  St.  Euftatius,. 
they  were  likewife  fupplied,  through  the  fame  channel, 
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ly  the  Jale  of  frizes  captured  by  his  majefty's  Jhips  of  war.  X78j[- 
The  one  fact  is  as  notorious  as  the  other,  and  equally 
criminal." 

After  the  furrender  of  Euftatia,  the  Jews  who  were 
numerous  and  wealthy  were  the  firft  fufferers.  Several 
of  them  were  torn  from  their  habitations  with  many  in- 
dignities, and  banifhed  without  knowing  the  place  of 
their  deftinationj  and  were,  in  that  (late  of  wretched nefs 
which  followed  the  feizure  of  their  property,  tranfported 
as  outlaws,  and  landed  at  St.  Kitt's.  The  affembly,  to 
their  great  honor,  inftantly  pafTed  an  aft  for  their  pre- 
fent  relief  and  future  provifion,  until  they  fhould  have 
time  to  recover  from  their  calamitous  fituation.  The 
Jews  were  foon  followed  by  the  Americans,  fome  of 
whom  had  been  obliged  to  fly  their  native  country, 
through  the  part  which  they  had  taken  in  fupport  of 
the  Britifh  caufe.  Thefe  alfo  were  fent  to  St.  Kitt's,  in 
much  the  fame  flate  with  the  former;  and  were  re- 
ceived and  entertained  with  the  fame  humanity  and  libe- 
rality by  the  people  and  legiflature  of  that  ifland.  The 
French  merchants  and  traders  were  next  banifhed  -,  and 
at  length  the  Amfterdammers  met  with  the  fame  fate. 
Mean  while  public  fales  were  advertifed,  invitation  given; 
and  protection  afforded  to  purchafers  of  all  nations  and 
claffes;  and  the  ifland  exhibited  one  of  the  greateft 
auctions  that  ever  was  opened  in  the  univerfe.  Never 
was  a  better  market  for  buyers.  The  goods  were  fold 
for  a  trifling  proportion  of  their  value  >  and  by  report, 
the  French  agents  made  the  greateft  and  moft  lucrative 
purchafes.  Moft  of  the  goods  were  conveyed  to  French 
and  Danilri  iflands ;  and  left  to  find  their  way  to  thofe 
enemies,  for  having  fupplied  whom,  in  the  ordinary 

commerce, 
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commerce,  Euflatia  fuffered  fo  feverely.  This  whole 
bufinefs,  from  beginning  to  end,  has  brought  upon 
Great  Britain  the  odium  of  all  Europe. 

A  fquadron  of  privateers,  moftly  belonging  to  Briftol, 
upon  hearing  of  the  rupture  with  Holland,  boldly  en- 
tered the  rivers  of  Demarara  and  IfTequibo^  and  with 
no  fmall  degree  of  courage  and  enterprife,  Brought  out 
from  under  the  Dutch  forts  and  batteries,  almoft  all  the 
veflels  of  any  value  in  either  river.  The  prizes  were 
confiderable :  but  adm.  Rodney,  in  his  official  letter  of 
the  1 7th  of  March,  obferved  in  the  poftfcript — "  The 
Dutch  fhips  feized  by  the  privateers  at  Demarara  are 
droits  to  the  admiralty,  the  privateers  having  no  com- 
mifTion  to  take  them."  He  mentioned  alfo  the  furrender 
of  the  French  ifland  of  St.  Bartholomew  on  the  i6th. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  two  Dutch  colonies  of  Dema- 
rara and  Iffequibo,  fenfible  of  their  defencelefs  fituation^ 
had  already  made  a  tender  of  their  fubmiffion  to  the 
governor  of  Barbadoes,  requiring  no  other  terms  but  a 
participation  of  thofe  which  had  been  granted  to  Euftatia 
and  its  dependencies.  A  deputation  was  fent  to  adm. 
Rodney  and  gen.  Vaughan  to  learn  what  were  thefe 
terms.  The  deputies  found  that  the  colonifts  had  made 
an  improvident  demand,  as  in  effect  the  terms  which 
they  required  were,  that  they  might  be  defpoiled  of  ail 
their  goods,  and  banifhed  from  their  habitations.  But 
a  nice  line  of  diftinction  was  drawn,  between  the  honeily 
and  good  properties  of  Dutchmen  inhabiting  the  con- 
tinent, and  of  thofe  living  in  Euftatia :  and  the  conti- 
nental colonifts  were  accordingly  fully  fecured  in  their 
property,  and  had  every  indulgence  granted,  which 
could  have  been  fairly  expected.  However  their  coun- 
trymen* 
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trymen,  the  Euftatlan  iflanders,  have  been  obliged  to  i?8** 
undergo  the  opprobrium,  of  having  the  atrocious  crime 
of  perfidioufnefs  publicly  charged  and  recorded  againft 
them  in  the  London  gazettes  5  and  therefore  of  being 
unworthy  of  any  degree  of  protection,  much  lefs  of  in- 
dulgence. 

The  Dutch  war  prevented  the  fending  of  the  fecond 
French  naval  divifion  to  the  afllftance  of  the  United 
States  of  America  as  at  firft  intended  ;  and  put  the 
court  of  Verfailles  upon  the  plan  of  augmenting  their 
fleet  in  the  Weil  Indies,  fo  as  to  fecure  it  a  fuperiority 
over  the  Britilh.  Accordingly  count  de  Graffe  failed  Maf 
from  Bred  toward  the  end  of  March,  with  a  fleet  of  25  22. 
fail  of  the  line,  the  Sagittaire  of  54  guns,  6pco  land 
forces,  and  a  prodigious  convoy,  amounting  to  between  2 
and  300  iliips  •,  the  whole  compofmg  one  of  the  largeft 
and  richeft  fleets  that  ever  failed  from  France.  Of  this 
formidable  armament,  five  fhips  of  the  line  under  Mr* 
de  Suffrein,  with  part  of  the  land  forces,  were  deftined 
for  the  Eaft  Indies ;  with  a  view  likewife  of  intercept- 
ing commodore  Johnftone's  fquadron  and  convoy  en 
their  way;  the  laft  failed  from  Spithead  on  the  ijth  ct 
the  fame  month,  in  company  with  the  Britifh  grand 
fleet  under  adm.  Darby. 

The  Eaft  India  company  received  advice,  about  the 
middle  of  April,  that  in  July  of  laft  year,  Hyder  Ally 
entered  the  Carnatic  in  different  places  3  that  fome  of 
their  troops  were  afterward  attacked  and  defeated ;  that 
Sir  Eyre  Cooteleft  Calcutta  and  failed  with  a  reinforce- 
ment to  Fort  St.  George,  where  he  arrived  the  5th  of 
November,  two  days  after  Arcot  had  furrendered  to 
Hyder.  Their  affairs  in  that  quarter  have  but  a  threat- 

fning 
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I7Sl'  ening  afpect ;  but  Sir  Eyre  is  attempting  all  in  his  power 

to  retrieve  them. 

April  Mr.  John  Adams  prefented  to  their  high  mightinefies, 
l<*~  the  ftates  general  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low 
Countries,  a  memorial  dated  Leyden,  April  19,  1781. 
In  which  he  informed  them,  that  the  United  States  of 
America  had  lately  thought  fit  to  fend  him  a  commifllon 
(with  full  powers  and  inflru&ions)  to  confer  with  them 
concerning  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce;  and  that 
they  had  appointed  him  to  be  their  minifter  plenipoten- 
tiary to  refide  near  them.  Similar  information  was 
communicated  at  the  fame  time  to  the  fladtholder,  his 
ferene  highnefs  the  prince  of  Orange.  Mr.  Adams 
meant  to  conciliate  the  affections  of  all  parties ;  that  fo 
they  might  unite  in  fupporting  the  meafure  he  wiihed  to 
obtain. 


LETTER      IV. 


Roxbury,  Sept.  15,   1781. 

LORD  Cornwallis  having  croffed  the  Deep  river, 
gen.  Greene  refolved  on  carrying  the  war  without 
delay  into  South  Carolina;"  thereby  to  oblige  the  enemy 
to  follow  him,  or  to  endanger  their  pods  in  that  Hate. 
He1  expected  that  if  the  former  took  place,  North  Caro- 
lina would  not  continue  the  feat  of  war;  if  the  latter, 

that 
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that  they  would  Jofe  more  than  they  could  gain  in  this  1781* 
laft  ftate  ;  and  that  did  he  remain  in  it,  they  would  hold 
their  pofleffions  in  both.  He  difcharged  all  his  militia ; 
refrefhed  his  regular  troops  •>  collected  a  few  days  pro- 
vifion;  marched  on  the  5th  of  April  toward  Camden;  ^ 
and  in  the  morning  of  the  2Oth,  encamped  at  Log- 
town  within  fight  of  the  enemy's  works.  On  this  march 
lieut.  col.  Lee,  with  his  partizan  legion,  was  detached 
to  join  gen.  Marion  with  a  few  volunteer  South  Carolina 
militia  on  a  fecret  expedition.  To  fccure  the  provifions 
that  grow  on  the  banks  of  the  Santee  and  Congaree 
rivers,  the  Britifh  had  erected  a  chain  of  pofts  in  their 
vicinity.  One  of  the  moft  important,  was  on  Wright's- 
bluff,  and  called  Fort  Watfon.  To  the  furprife  of  the 
Britifh  it  was  clofely  invefted  on  the  i5th.-  Neither  Lee 
nor  Marion  had  any  other  means  of  annoyance  or  defence 
but  mufketry.  The  ground  on  which  the  fort  flood 
was  an  Indian  mount,  30  or  40  feet  high :  the  befiegers 
however  erefted,  in  a  few  days,  on  an  unufual  plan,  a 
work  much  higher.  From  thence  the  American,  rifle* 
men  fired  into  the  fort  with  fuch  execution,  that  the  be- 
fieged  durfl  not  fhow  themfelves.  On  the  2jd,  the  23« 
garrifon  of  1 14  men  furrendered  by  capitulation. 

Camden  was  covered  on  the  fo\ith  and  eafl  fides  by 
the  Wateree,  and  a  creek  which  empties  itfelf  into  that 
river:  on  the  weflern  and  northern  by  fix  ftrong  re- 
doubts. It  was  defended  by  lord  Rawdon  with  about 
900  men.  The  American  army  confided  of  843  con- 
tinental infantry,  befide  56  cavalry  and  31  difmounted 
dragoons  ;>  together^  with  254  North  Carolina  militia 
who  had  joined  them  by  the  2fth.  It  was  unequal  to 
the  tafk  of  carrying  the  place  by  ftor-rn,  as  aifo  of  com- 

VOL.  IV.  G  pletely 


82  THE     HISTORY     OF     THE 

i78i.pletely  inverting  it.     On  the  sift  Greene  received  intel- 
ligence, that  lieut.  col.  Watfon,  who  had  made  an  in- 
curfion  to  Peedee,  was  on  his  return  to  Camden  with  4 
,  or  500  men :  upon  which  he  fent  his  baggage  and  artil- 
lery,  which  could  not  follow  him,   under  a  guard  of 
militia,  to  a  fecure  petition,  and  threw  all  his  regular 
troops   below  the  town,    where  appearances   indicated 
more  forcible  hoflilities  againft  the  garrifon ;  and  fre- 
quent fKirmifhes  evinced  the  enemy's  apprehenfions  of 
danger  upon  that  quarter :  but  the  principal  defign  of 
Greene,  to  intercept  Watfon,  was  prevented  by  his  de- 
lay, and  a  report  of  his  having  crofled  the  Santee. 

On  the  24th  the  army  returned  to  the  north  fide  of  the 
town,  orders  being  previoufly  fent  for  the  artillery  and 
baggage  to  rejoin  it  at  Hobkirk's  hill,  about  a  mile 
from  Camden.  The  army  took  poft  on  the  hill,  the 
better  to  improve  the  opportunity  that  any  fortie  might 
afford ;  and  by  its  being  more  remote  than  the  pofition 
formerly  occupied,  to  imprefs  the  enemy  with  an  idea 
of  the  Americans  beginning  to  be  apprehenfive  of  their 
own  danger.  The  precaution  of  calling  the  rolls  often 
was  taken;  notwithflanding  which,  one  Jones,  a  drum- 
mer, eluded  the  attention  of  the  officers  and  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  guards,  and  got  fafe  into  town.  But  no- 
thing was  apprehended  from  that  circumftance,  as  the 
army  was  well  polled,  and  defired  nothing  more  than,  a 
field  action. 

April      On  the  morning  of  the  sfth  this  order  was  iiTiied 

25.     ,_.«  The  troops  are  to  be  furnifhed  with  two  days  pro- 

vifion,  and  a  gill  of  fpirits  per  man  as  foon  as  the  {lores 

arrive."     The  provifions  were  ifiued;    but  the  fpirits 

being  in  the  rear  of  the  baggage  train,  did  not  arrive  at 

the 
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the  moment  when  they  were  moil  neceflary.  Lord  Raw- 
don  concluding  that  gen.  Greene  was  not  prepared  for  an 
action,  and  that  a  favorable  moment  offered,  marched 
out  to  attack  him.     The  Americans  were  cooking  their 
victuals,  and  Greene  was  at  breakfaft,  about  ten  o'clock, 
•when  fome  of  his  advanced  fentinels,   half  a  mile  in 
front  of  the  camp,  fired  upon  the  van  of  the  Britiftu 
The  American  troops  were  foon  formed,  and  waited 
•with  cheerful  countenances  the  approach  of  the  enemy  : 
col,  O.  Williams  then  rode  to  head  quarters,  2  or  300 
yards  in  the  rear  of  the  line,  and  returned  before  they 
engaged.     All  the  baggage,  as  is  cuflomary  in  general 
aftions,  was  ordered  off.     The  cavalry  (which  was  un- 
faddled  and  feeding,  on  the.firft  alarm)  was  now  ready; 
and  fo  certain  was  Greene  of  fuccefs,  that  without  the 
lead  hefitation,   he   ordered  lieut.  col.  Waihington  to 
turn  the  right  flank  of  the  Britifh,  and  to  charge  in 
their  rear.     By  this  time  the  fire  between  the  Britifh 
Van,  and  the  American  light  infantry  picquets  became 
very  lively ;  and  the  Maryland  troops  (who  had  been 
ordered  to  fit  down)  flood  up  and  made  ready.     The 
fecond  regiment,  being  on  the  left  of  the  line,  was  or- 
dered to  advance  and  attack  the  Britifh  on  their  right 
fiank,  which  was  done  by  lieut.  col.  Ford,  who  received 
a  mortal  wound  in  the  action :  the  firfl  regiment,  com- 
manded by  col.  Gunby,  was  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy 
in  front.     The  two  Virginia  regiments  were  ordered  to 
ad  in  a  fimilar  manner  upon  thf**left  of  the  Britifh,  and 
\vere  led  on  by  Greene  in  perfon,  aided  by  gen.  Huger, 
lieut.  cols*  Campbell  and  Hawes.     The  artillery  was 
wll  pofled  and  doing  great  execution,  and  a  fmall  body 
of  militia  was  coming  into  adtion,  when   fuddenly  a 
<  G  2  number 
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1.  number  of  the  Americans  began  to  retire,  though  the 
danger  was  not  apparently  great,  and  every  body  feemed 
ignorant  of  the  caufe.  Col.  Williams  was  at  this  in- 
ftant  near  the  centre  of  the  Maryland  brigade,  and  with 
the  affiftance  of  col.  Gunby  and  other  officers,  endea- 
voured to  rally  the  men.  They  haired  and  gave  a  few 
fires;  but  could  not  be  brought  again  to  charge.  A 
general  retreat  took  place.  Wafhington,  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  order  given  him,  had  at  one  time  pofleffed 
himfelf  of  near  200  prifoners :  but  he  relinquifhed  the 
greateft  part  on  feeing  the  army  retire.  The  officers  he 
paroled  on  the  field  of  battle  j  and  then  collecting  his 
men,  wheeled  round,  made  his  own  retreat  good  with  the 
lofs  of  three  men,  and  carried  off  with  him  fifty  prifon- 
ers. The  fortune  of  the  day  was  irretrievable :  but 
Greene,  with  his  ufual  firmnefs,  inftantly  took  meafures 
to  prevent  Rawdon's  improving  the  fuccefs  he  had  ob- 
tained. The  retreat  was  conducted  with  fuch  order  and 
deliberation,  that  moft  of  the  American  wounded,  all 
their  artillery  and  all  their  baggage,  were  fafely  carried 
off,  together  with  fix  royal  commiffioned  officers,  befide 
Wafhington's  prifoners.  The  action  was  continued  with 
intervals,  till  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  and  till  the 
Americans  had  retreated  about  four  miles ;  when  a  der 
tachment  of  the  infantry  and  cavalry,  under  Wafhing- 
ton, were  ordered  to  advance  and  annoy  the  Britiih. 
The  York  volunteers,  a  h an dfome  corps  of  horfe,  being 
a  little  advanced  of  the  Britiih  infantry,  Waihingtom 
with  great  intrepidity,  inftantly  charged  them,  killed  a 
number  and  difperfed  the  reft.  TheTBritiHi  army,  with- 
out attempting  any  thing  further,  retired  to  Camden, 
and  Greene  encamped  the  Americans  about  five  miles 

from 
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from  their  former  pofition.  The  field  of  battle  was  oc- 
cupied  only  by  the  dead.  The  lofs  of  the  Americans 
in  killed,  wounded  and  milling,  was  264  *.  Among 
the  firft  was  capt.  Beatty  of  the  Maryland  line,  one 
of  the  bed  of  officers,  and  an  ornament  to  his  pro- 
feffion.  Many  of  the  mining  returned. 

The  next  day  Greene  in  general  orders  commended 
the  exertions  of  feveral  corps;  but  implicitly  and  by 
filence  cenlured  the  infantry  of  the  battalions ;  which 
would  not  have  been  done  had  he  known  the  real  caufe 
of  their  apparent  mifconducl.  The  virtual  cenfure  was 
feverely  felt,  and  the  diilatisfaftion  of  the  troops  upon 
the  occafion,  who  faid  they  were  ordered  to  retire,  an<J 
the  complaints  of  many  of  the  officers  who  acknowledg- 
ed they  had  communicated  fuch  orders,  at  length  pro- 
duced, at  the  inflance  of  col.  Gunby,  a  court  of  inquiry. 
It  then  appeared  that  Gunby  received  orders  to  Advance 
and  charge  bayonets  without  firing :  this  order  was  in- 
flantly  communicated  to  the  regiment ;  which  advanced 
cheerfully  for  fome  diftance,  when  a  firing  began  on  the 
right,  and  in  a  ihort  time  became  general  through  the 
whole  regiment.  Soon  after,  two  of  the  right  hand 
companies  gave  way,  when  Gunby  ordered  the  other 
four  to  be  brought  off.  This  was  done,  and  they  join- 
ed Gunby  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  where  he  was  exert- 
ing himfelf  in  rallying  the  other  two  companies,  and  at 
length  effected  it.  The  regiment  was  again  formed, 
and  gave  a  fire  or  two  as  above  related.  Greene  in  ge- 
neral orders  pronounced  Gunby's  fpirit  and  a&ivity  un- 
exceptionable ;  but  his  order  for  the  regiment  to  retire 
extremely  improper  and  unmilitary  -3  and  declared  that 
$  The  return  to  the  Board  of  War, 

G  3  t 
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1 7s !« to  be  the  only  probable  caufe  why  they  did  not  obtain 
a  complete  victory. 

•April  On  the  28th  gen.  Greene  thus  exprefTed  himfelf  in  a 
letter  to  the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne-*-"  This  diftrefled 
country  I  am  fure  cannot  ftruggle  much  longer,  with- 
out more  effectual  fupport.  They  may  ftruggle  a  little 
while  longer,  but  they  muft  fall ;  and  I  fear  their  fall 
will  lay  a  train  to  fap  the  independence  of  the  reft  of 
America. — I  have,  agreeable  to  your  excellency's  advice, 
imprefTed  the  Hates  all  in  my  power  with  a  fenfe  of  their 
danger ;  but  they  have  not  the  means  to  make  the  ne- 
ceffary  exertions.— We  fight,  get  beaten,  rife  and  fight 
again.  The  whole  country  is  one  continued  fcene  of 
blood  and  (laughter."  On  the  ift  of  May  he  wrote  to 
the  marquis  de  la  Fayette— r"  You  may  depend  upon  it, 
that  nothing  can  equal  the  fufferings  of  our  little  army, 
but  their  merit.  Let  not  the  love  of  fame  get  the  bet- 
ter of  your  prudence ;  and  plunge  you  into  a  misfor- 
tune in  too  eager  a  purfuit  after  glory.  This  is  the  voice 
of  a  friend,  and  not  the  caution  of  a  general."  Capt. 
Smith  of  the  Americans  was  deprived  of  the  common 
indulgence  allowed  to  prifoners,  on  a  charge  brought 
againft  him  by  deferters  from  Greene's  army,  of  mur- 
dering an  officer  and  three  privates  belonging  to  the 
guards  after  the  action  of  Guildford.  Greene  complain- 
ed of  it  to  lord  Rawdon  in  a  letter  of  May  the  jd,  and 
faid- — cc  Nothing  can  be  more  foreign  to  the  truth  than 
the  charge.  I  have  only  to  obferve  upon  it,  that  had 
fuch  a  charge  been  made  againft  any  of  your  officers, 
whom  the  fortune  of  war  had  thrown  into  our  hands* 
before  I  fhould  have  treated  them  with  any  peculiar  marks 
pf  indignity,  I  ihould  firft  have  made  the  inquiry,  and 

6  had 
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had  the  fact  better  eftablifhed. — It  is  my  wilh  that  the  I'81' 
war  fhould  be  conduced  upon  the  moil  liberal,  nati- 
onal and  generous  principles ;  but  I  will  never  fuffer  an 
indignity  or  injury  to  be  offered  to  our  officers  without 
retaliation." 

Soon  after  the  action  with  his  lordfhip,  Greene  know- 
ing that  the  Britifh  garriibn  in  Camden  could  not  fubfift 
long  without  frefh  fupplies  from  Charleftown  or  the 
country,  detached  a  reinforcement  to  Marion  on  the  road 
to  Nelfon's  ferry ;  and  on  the  jd  of  May  crofled  the  May 
Wateree,  and  took  occafionally  fuch  pofitions  as  would  3* 
moil  effectually  prevent  fuccours  from  going  into  the 
town  from  that  quarter.  On  the  4th  he  wrote  to  gover- 
nor Reed  of  Pennfylvania — cc  Thofe  whole  true  intereft 
it  was  to  have  informed  congrefs  and  the  people  to  the 
northward  with  the  real  (late  of  things,  have  joined  in 
the  deception,  and  magnified  the  ftrength  and  refources 
of  this  country  infinitely  above  their  ability.  Many  of 
thofe  who  adhere  to  our  party,  are  fo  fond  of  plealure, 
that  they  cannot  think  of  making  the  neceflary  facrifices 
to  fupport  the  revolution.  There  are  many  good  and 
virtuous  people  to  the  fouthward  -,  but  they  cannot  ani-  - 
mate  the  inhabitants  in  general,  as  you  can  to  the  north- 
ward.— When  ruin  appears  to  approach  any  ftate,  they 
are  alarmed  and  begin  to  think  of  exerting  themfelves  -, 
but  its  approach  no  fooner  receives  a  check,  than  they 
fink  back  into  a  carelefs  inattention. — Virginia  has  ex- 
erted hericli  in  giving  a  temporary  fupport  to  the  army  -, 
but  her  pleafure  and  her  policy  prevent  her  giving  us 
fuch  permanent  aid,  as  her  ftrength  and  refources  are 
capable  of  affording. — Maryland  has  done  nothing,  nor 
I  hear  of  any  exertions  there  equal  to  the  emergency 
G  4  of 
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1 781.  of  war.— Delaware  has  not  anfwered  my  letters. — Thefe 
ftates  have  few  men  here,  and  thofe  they  have  are  daily 
difcharged. — 'North  Carolina  has  got  next  to  no  regu- 
lars in  the  field,  and  few  militia,  and.  thefe  the  worft  in 
the  world,  for  they  have  neither  pride  nor'  principle  to 
•bind  them  to  any  party,  or  to  a  difcharge  of  their  duty. 
—Generals  Marion  and  Sumpter   have  a    few  people 
who  adhere  to  them,  perhaps  more  from  a  deiire  and  the 
opportunity  of  plundering,    than  from   any  inclination 
to  promote  the  independence  of  the  United  States. — I 
have  been  playing  the  moil  hazardous  game  to  keep  up 
appearances  in  this  quarter,  until  more  effectual  fupport 
could  be  afforded.     But  our  number  is  reduced  to  a 
mere  fhadow. — The  war  to  the  northward  is  nothing. 
It  is  a  plain  bufmefs.     Here  the  war  rages  like  a  fire; 
and  the  enterprife  and  activity  of  the  enemy  almoft  ex- 
ceed belief.     I  have  run  every  rifle  and  hazard,  and  find 
the  difficulties  thicken  upon  me  daily ;  and  you  know 
I   am  not  of  a   defponding  fpirit  or  idle  temper. — If 
our  good  friends  the  French  cannot  lend  a  helping  hand 
to  fave  thefe  finking  flates,    they  muft  and  will  fall. 
Here  we  are  contending  with  more  than  five  times  our 
number,  and  among  a  people  much  more  in  the  ene- 
my's intereft  than  ours."     Greene  complains  in  this  let- 
ter of  the  Marylanders  •>  but  they  had  raifed  500  regu- 
lars, who  might  have  joined  him  in  April,  if  proper 
pains  had  been  taken  by  the  executive  power. 

On  the  7th  of  May  lord  Rawdon  received  a  confider- 
able  reinforcement  by  the  arrival  of  the  detachment  un- 
der Watfon.  With  this  increafe  of  ftrength  he  attempt- 
ed the  next  day  to  compel  gen.  Greene  to  another  ac- 
tion, which  he  found  to  be  impracticable.  Failing  in 
i  -  his 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION.  8$ 

his  defign  he  returned  to  Camden ;  and  on  the  loth  J78r- 
burned  the  jail,  mills,  many  private  houfes,  and  a  great  *£ 
deal  of  his  own  baggage.  He  then  evacuated  the  poll, 
and  retired  with  his  whole  army  to  the  fouth  of  the 
Santee,  leaving  about  30  of  his  own  fick  and  wounded, 
and  as  many  of  the  Americans.  Greene's  return  to  the 
fouthward  being  unexpected,  the  ftores  of  the  garrifon 
were  not  provided  for  a  fiege  -,  but  the  evacuation  was 
haftened,  as  Greene  apprehended,  from  an  alarm  that 
a  meafure  of  his  had  given  them.  While  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Camden,  he  hanged  in  one  day  eight  fol- 
diers,  who  had  deferted  from  his  army,  and  were  after- 
Ward  taken  prifoners.  This  execution,  according  to  the 
information  given  him,  almoft  bred  a  mutiny  in  the 
garrifon,  which  was  compofed  very  much  of  deferters. 
It  had  a  ftrong  effect  on  his  own  troops,  from  v/hom 
there  was  no  defertion  for  three  months.  Rawclon  had 
the  honor  of  faving  his  men,  though  he  loft  the  poft, 
the  country,  and  the  confidence  of  the  tories.  He  of- 
fered every  afliftance  in  his  power  to  the  friends  of  Bri- 
tifh  government  who  would  accompany  him,  which  was 
the  choice  of  feveral  families. 

The  evacuation  of  Camden  animated  the  friends  of 
congrefs,  and  daily  increafed  their  numbers  ;  while  the 
Britifh  pofts  fell  in  quick  fuccefiion.  The  day  after 
the  evacuation,  the  garrifon  of  Orangeburgh,  confifting 
of  70  Britifn  militia  and  12  regulars,  furrendered  to 
Sumpter.  Marion  and  Lee,  after  the  capture  of  fort 
Watfon,  eroded  the  Santee  and  moved  up  to  fort  Motte, 
which  lies  above  the  Fork  on  the  fouth  lide  of  the  Con- 
garee,  where  they  arrived  on  the  8th  of  May.  The 
Britifh  had  built  their  works  round  Mrs.  Motte's  dwel- 
ling 
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i 7 8l-  ling  houfe,  which  occafioned  her  moving  to  a  neigh- 
bouring hut.  She  was  informed  that  firing  the  houfe 
was  the  eafieft  mode  of  reducing  the  garrifon  ;  upon 
that  fhe  prefented  the  befiegers  with  a  quiver  of  African 
arrows,  to  be  employed  in  the  fervice.  Skewers  armed 
with  combuftible  materials  were  alfo  ufed,  and  with 
more  effect.  Succefs  foon  crowned  thefe  experiments, 
and  her  joy  was  inexpreffible  upon  finding  that  the  re- 
duction of  the  pofl  had  been  expedited,  though  at  the 
expence  of  her  property.  The  firing  of  her  houfe  com- 
pelled  the  garrifon  of  165  men,  to  furrender  at  difcre- 

12.  tion  on  the  I2th,  after  a  brave  defence.  Two  days 
after,  the  Britifri  evacuated  their  poft  at  Nelfon's  ferry. 
,5.  On  the  1 5th,  fort  Granby,  about  30  miles  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  fort  Motte,  was  reduced.  The  preceding  night 
Lee  erected  a  battery  within  600  yards  of  its  out-works, 
on  which  he  mounted  a  fix  pounder  haftily  brought  from 
fort  Motte.  After  the  third  difcharge  from  this  field, 
piece,  major  Maxwell  capitulated.  His  force  confifled 
of  352  men,  a  great  part  royal  militia.  Very  advan-* 
tageous  terms  were  given  them,  in  confequence  of  in- 
formation that  lord  Rawdon  was  marching  to  their  re- 
lief. They  had  the  offer  of  fecurity  to  their  baggage, 
in  which  was  included  an  immenfe  quantity  of  plunder, 
This  haftened  the  furrender.  The  American  militia 
were  much  difgufted,  that  the  garrifon  was  fo  favored. 
They  indicated  an  inclination  for  breaking  the  capitula- 
tion, and  killing  the  prifoners.  When  Greene  heard  of 
It,  he  folemnly  declared  that  he  would  put  to  death  any 
pne  that  fhould  be  guilty  of  fo  doing. 

The  day  after  the  furrender  of  fort  Granby,  Lee  be- 
gan his  march  to  join  Pickens,  who  with  a  body  of 

militia 
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militia  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Auguftaj  and  in  J78i 
four  days  completed  it.  On  the  2ift,  the  Britifh  poft  2I- 
at  Silver  Bluff,  called  fort  Dreadnought,  with  fix  com- 
miffioned  officers  and  70  ftaff,  non-commiffioned  and 
privates,  befide  a  field  piece  and  a  large  quantity  of 
ftores,  furrendered  to  a  detachment  of  the  legion  under 
capt.  Rudolph.  Pickens  and  Lee  had  for  their  object 
the  reduction  of  fort  Cornwallis  at  Auguila,  where  col. 
Brown  commanded.  The  approaches  were  conducted 
with  judgment  and  rapidity ;  but  no  advantage  could 
be  gained  over  the  brave  and  vigilant  Brown.  In  the 
courie  of  the  fiege,  feveral  batteries  were  erected  which 
overlooked  the  fort.  From  thefe  the  American  riflemen 
fhot  into  the  in  fide  of  the  works  with  fuccefs.  The 
garrifon  buried  themfelves  in  a  great  meafure  un- 
der ground ;  and  obftinately  refufed  to  furrender,  till 
every  man  who  attempted  to  fire  upon  the  befiegers  was 
inftantly  fhot  down.  On  the  5th  of  June,  the  fort  with 
about  300  men  furrendered  by  capitulation.  The 
Americans  had  about  40  killed  and  wounded  during  the 
fiege.  Lieut,  col.  Grierfon,  who  was  greatly  obnoxious 
to  them,  was  after  the  furrender  put  to  death  by  fome 
unfeen  markfman.  A  reward  of  a  hundred  guineas  was 
offered  for  the  perpetrator  of  this  perfidious  deed,  who 
notwithftanding  remained  undifcovered.  Brown  would 
probably  have  fhared  a  fimilar  fate,  had  not  his  con- 
querors furnifhed  him  with  an  qfcort  to  the  royal  garri- 
fon in  Savannah  ;  for  on  his  way  he  had  to  pafs  through 
the  inhabitants  whofe  houfes  he  had  burned,  whofe  re- 
lations he  had  hanged,  and  fome  of  whofe  fellow  citi- 
he  had  delivered  to  the  Indians^  from  whofe  hands 

they 
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*7Sl-they  fufFered  all  the  tortures,  which  favageneis  has  con-* 
trived  to  give  poignancy  to  the  pains  of  death. 

Genera!  Greene,  the  mean  while,  had  proceeded  with 
the  main  army  to  Ninety  Six,  which  was  of  more  con- 
fequence  than  the  other  polls,  and  was  defended  by  a  con- 
fiderable  force  under  the  command  of  lieut.  col,  Cru- 
ger-  Greene  arrived  before  the  town  on  the  22d  of 
May,  and  two  days  after  opened  his  fir  ft  batteries.  The 
approaches  were  carried  on  with  unremitting  affiduity, 
day  and  night.  Greene's  regular  force  was  fornewhat 
fuperior  to  that  of  the  garrifori  *.  The  militia  in  that 
diftrict  abated  their  habitual  ardor  for  deftroying  each 
other,  and  waited  the  event  of  the  fiege.  The  Ameri- 
cans not  finding  the  aid  they  expected  from  them  3  but 
on  the  contrary  being  obliged  to  fend  large  convoys 
with,  the  waggons,  that  went  only  a  few  miles  from  camp 
for  provifions  or  forage,  the  bufmefs  became  extremely 
irkfome,  and  the  event  dubious :  however  the  fiege  was 
profecuted  with  indefatigable  induftry.  The  garrifon 
defended  themfelves  with  fpirit  and  addrefs ;  and  fre- 
quent rencounters  happened  with  various  fuccefs.  Rifte- 

*  Mr.  M'Keiuie  in  his  ftridlures  on  Tarlejon's  hiftory  fays,  the 
American  army  amounted  to  upward  of  four  thoufand  men — p.  146. 
The  American  deputy  adjutant  general,  col.  O.  Williams,  ftated  them 
thus  in  his  return,  prefent  fit  for  duty,  rank  and  file,  Maryland  bri- 
gade 427,  Virginia  ditto  431,  North  Carolina  battalion  66,  Dela- 
ware ditto  60,  in  all  984 ;  and  made  no  mention  of  militia.  Mr. 
M'Kenzie  Hates  the  garrifon  at  about  1 50  men  of  Delancey's  battalion, 
200  Jerfey  volunteers,  and  about  200  loyal  militia,  in  all  550,  if 
full,  and  no  more  than  about  the  number  fpecified.  But  if  a  miffake 
in  the  account  of  the  garrifon,  any  wife  fimilar  to  that  of  the  Ame- 
rican army,  has  been  committed,  the  difproportion  between  both  muft 
be  miUch  greater,  than  that  of  550  and  984* 

men 
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men  were  employed  on  both  fides,  who  immediately  J7Sl- 
levelled  at  every  perfon  that  appeared  in  fight,  and  fei- 
dom  miffed  their  objeft.  The  additional  force  of  Lee's 
legion  after  the  furrender  of  fort  Cornwallis,  was  highly 
feafonable ;  as  moft  of  the  American  militia  had  with- 
drawn, either  to  carry  home  their  plunder,  or  to  fecure 
their  families  from  the  ravages  of  the  royalifts,  who 
began  to  get  rid  of  their  apprehenfions,  on  a  report 
that  a  large  reinforcement  from  Europe  had  arrived  at 
Charleftown,  and  that  lord  Rawdon  was  marching  to  the 
relief  of  Ninety  Six. 

On  the  jd  of  June,  a  fleet  arrived  from  Ireland,  hav-  June 
ing  on  board  the  jd,  i9th,  and  3Oth  Britifh  regiments,  3- 
a  detachment  from  the  guards,  and  a  confiderable  body 
of  recruits,  the  whole  commanded  by  lieut.  col.  Gould.  • 
This  was  a  feafonable  arrival ;  for  the  royal  army  had 
loft  a  number  of  brave  officers  and  foldiers,  through 
the  fudden  and  unexpected  attack  of  the  Americans 
upon  their  detached  polls  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. On  the  yth,  Rawdon  marched  from  Charleftown 
with  a  number  of  thefe  newly  arrived  troops,  in  order  to 
relieve  the  garrifpn  at  Ninety  Six,  Great  were  the  dif- 
ficulties they  had  to  encounter,  in  rapidly  marching  un- 
der the  rage  of  a  burning  fun  through  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  South  Carolina  ;  but  much  greater  was  their  af- 
tonifhment,  when  they  were  told,  that  their  fervices  in 
the  field  were  neceffary  to  oppofe  the  yet  unfubdued  re- 
bels in  the  province.  They  had  been  amufed  with 
hopes,  that  nothing  remained  for  them  to  do,  but  to 
(it  down  as  fettlers  on  the  forfeited  lands  of  a  conquer- 
ed country.  General  Greene's  army  had  advanced  their 
approaches  very  near  that  critical  point,  after  which  fur- 
ther 
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«78l*ther  rcfiftance  would  have  been  temerity.  At  this  in- 
terefting  moment,  intelligence  was  received,  that  lord 
Rawdon  was  nigh  at  hand,  with  a  reinforcement  of  at 
lead  1700  foot,  and  150  horfe.  An  American  lady, 
lately  married  to  an  officer  in  the  garrifon,  had  been 
prevailed  upon  by  a  large  fum  of  money  to  convey  a 
letter  to  Cruger,  with  the  news  pf  their  approach.  At- 
tempts had  been  made  to  retard  their  march,  but  with- 
out the  defired  effect.  Their  vicinity  made  it  neceffary 
either  to  raife  the  fiege,  or  make  a  bold  attempt  for  the 
reduction  of  the  place.  The  American  army  was  eager 
for  this  effort,  in  which  every  one  knew  and  defpifed 
the  danger.  But  Greene  confidered  the  confequences 
of  a  repulfe,  and  inftead  of  a  general  aflault,  ordered 

June  the  batteries  to  be  well  manned  and  a  furious  cannonade 
j8"  to  commence,  while  the  troops  lined  the  trenches  and 
parallel  lines  with  all  the  appearances  of  a  meditated 
coup-de-main.  One  of  the  redoubts  was  quickly  aban- 
doned, and  Lee's  light  infantry  took  poiTefiion  of  it. 
Immediately  afterward,  a  felect  party  from  the  Mary- 
land brigade  under  lieut.  Duval,  and  another  from  the 
Virginia  brigade  under  lieut.  Selden,  followed  by  a  num- 
ber of  pioneers  provided  with  entrenching  tools  and 
grapples,  entered  the  ditch  of  the  flrongeft  work  called 
the  Star  fort,  and  endeavoured  to  pull  down  the  fand 
bags  and  to  make  a  lodgment.  The  aftonifhment  of 
the  enemy  at  firft  made  their  oppofition  feeble ;  but  the 
flrength  of  their  works  requiring  much  time  to  reduce 
them,  fome  of  their  troops  who  had  abandoned  the  poft 
were  brought  back  to  its  defence,  and  parties  were  thrown 
into  the  ditch  to  charge  the  Americans  on  each  flank, 
who  were  repulfed  with  lofs,  and  then  fucceeded  by 

other* 
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others  that  fuffered  alfo,  while  thofe  within  fought  en- 
tirely  under  cover.  The  American  parties  in  the  ditch 
were  enfiladed  and  galled  exceedingly  by  the  fire  from 
the  flank  angles  of  their  fort.  The  enterprife  however 
was  not  foon  relinquished.  Expofed  as  they  were,  with 
their  nofes  almoft  touching  the  muzzles  of  the  enemy's 
mufketry,  flanked  on  both  fides,  and  fighting  foot  to 
foot,  they  bravely  maintained  poffefllon  of  the  ditch, 
and  vigoroufly  urged  the  daring  defign,  till  they  were 
ordered  to  retire.  The  conflict  continued  near  an  hour, 
when  Greene  obferving  that  every  thing  had  been  at- 
tempted which  could  promife  fuccefs,  directed  the  fur- 
vivmg  aflailants  to  be  called  off.  About  one  third  fell 
in  the  ditch,  and  near  as  many  were  brought  off  wound- 
ed. Duval  and  Selden  were  both  wounded.  During 
the  attack,  the  ift  Maryland  regiment,  commanded  by 
capt.  Benfon  (which  was  to  fuftain  the  advanced  parties 
in  cafe  they  penetrated  the  fort)  manned  the  advanced 
parallel  line,  and  both  lines  of  approach,  which  were 
within  a  few  feet  of  the  enemy's  works.  The  officers 
could  not  be  at  once  neighbours  and  ftrangers  to  dan- 
ger. They  frequently  obferved  die  fituation  of  affairs, 
and  fometimes  ordered  their  foldiers  to  rife  up  and  fire 
over  the  heads  of  their  companions,  to  prevent  the  ene- 
my from  looking  and  firing  over  their  land  bags.  Capt. 
Armilrong  received  a  ball  through  the  head,  and  capt. 
.Benfon  a  very  dangerous  wound  through  the  left  Jfhoulder 
and  neck.  Rawdon's  near  approach  obliged  Greene  to 
xaife  the  fiege  oa  the  evening  of  the  i^th,  after  having 
loft,  fmce  the  22d  of  May,  about  150  men  in  killed, 
wounded  and  miffing, 

It 
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1781.      It  was  a  mortifying  circumftance  to  the  Americans, 
to  be  obliged  to  abandon  the  fiege,  when  in  the  grafp 
of  viftory — to  be  compelled,  when  nearly  matters  of 
the  whole  country,  to  retreat  to  its  extremity.     On  this 
fudden  turn  of  affairs,  Greene  was  advifed  by  fome  per- 
fbns  to  leave  the  ftate,  and  retire  with  his  remaining 
force  to  Virginia.     To  fuch  fuggeftions  he  nobly  an- 
.    ^  fwered — cc  I  will  recover  the  country,  or  die  in  the  at- 
20.     tempt."     On  the  aoth,  the  American  army  crofTed  the 
Saluda  and  retired  toward  Broad  river.     They  reached 
the  Enoree  on  the  24th.     Thus  far  lord  Rawdon  pur- 
fued  them  ;  when  finding  it  impoffible  to  overtake  them, 
he  faced  about  and  returned.     He  confoled  himfelf  wi!h 
the  apprehenfion  that  they  were  gone  to  North  Carolina 
or  Virginia.  But  they  halted  and  refrefhed  themfelves  near 
the  Crofs  roads,  till  Greene  was  informed,  that  his  lord- 
ihip  with  about  half  his  army  was  marching  ,  to  the 
Congaree.     Upon  this  the  American  invalids  and  heavy 
baggage  filed  off  toward  Camden,  and  all  the  effective 
infantry  marched  by  way  of  Wynfborongh  to  meet  his 
lordfhip  at  fort  Granby.     The  cavalry  was  previoufly 
detached  to  watch  his  motions ;  and  did  it  fo  effectual- 
ly, that  a  part  of  them  charged  and  took  a  captain,  a 
lieutenant,  a  cornet,  and  45  privates  of  the  Britifh  dra- 
goons, with  all  their  horfes  and  accoutrements,  one  mile 
July  from  their  encampment.     The  day  following,  the  4th 
*•      of  July,  his  lordfhip  marched  from  the  Congaree  to 
Orangeburgfy  where  he  was  joined  by  the  3d  regiment 
-under'  lieut.  col.  Stewart,  with  a  convoy  of  provifions. 
Greene,  after  collecting  the  militia  under  Sumpter  and 
Marion,  and  attaching  them  to  the  continentals,  offered 
12.    .him  battle  on  the  I2th.     His  lordihip,  fecure  in  his 

ftrong 
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flrong  pofition,  would  not  venture  out,  and  Greene  was  X78lr 
too  weak  to  attack  him  with  any  profpeft  of  fuccefs. 
Advice  being  received  that  Cruger  had  evacuated  Ninety 
Six,  and  was  marching  with  his  troops  to  join  Rawdon, 
Greene  ordered  the  Americans  to  retire  about  feven  miles 
that  evening.  The  next  day  the  cavalry  of  the  legion, 
the  ftate  troops  and  militia  were  detached  to  make  a  di- 
ver (ion  toward  Charleftown,  and  the  reft  of  the  army 
was  ordered  to  the  High-Hills  of  Santee.  The  fame 
day  Rawdon  and  Cruger  formed  a  junction.  A  few 
days  after,  his  lordfhip  left  Orangeburgh  with  a  con- 
fiderable  detachment  and  a  great  number  of  waggons, 
and  marched  to  Charleftown.  His  lordfhip  intends  re- 
turning to  Great  Britain.  His  ill  ftate  of  health  will 
fully  juftify  his  ufmg  that  leave  of  abfence  which  has 
been  granted ;  while  the  nature  of  the  fervice  in  the  Ca- 
rolinas  can  be  no  inducement  for  him  to  remain. 

The  evacuation  of  Camden  having  been  partly  ef- 
fected by  ftriking  at  the  pods  below,  Greene  was  for 
trying  how  far  the  like  meafure  might  induce  the  Bri- 
tilh  to  leave  Orangeburgh.  The  detachment  was  fent 
off  to  Monk's  Corner  and  Dorchefter,  and  moved  down 
by  different  roads  5  in  three  days  they  commenced  their 
operations.  Lee  toolc  all  the  Waggons  and  waggon 
horfes  belonging  to  a  convoy  of  provifions.  Lieut,  col. 
Wade  Hampton,  with  the  ftate  cavalry,  charged  a  party 
of  Britifli  dragoons  within  five  miles  of  Charieftown. 
He  alfo  took  50  prifoners  at  Strawberry  ferry,  and 
burned  four  veffels  loaded  with  valuable  (lores  for  the 
Britifh  army.  Sumpter  appeared  before  the  garrifon  at 
Biggin's  church,  confiding  of  500  infantry  and  upward 
of  100  cavalry.  Lieut,  col.  Coates  who  comroanded 

VOL.  IV.  H  there. 
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r78r»  there,  after  repulfing  Sumpter's  advanced  party,  on  the 
next  evening  deftroyed  his  flores  and  retreated  toward 
Charlefbwn,     He  was  clofely  purfued  by  Lee's  legion 
and  Hampton's  ftate  cavalry.      The  legion  came  up 
•with  them,  and  took  their  rear  guard  and  all  their  bag- 
gage,    Sumpter  and  Marion  came  up  with  the  main 
body  after  fome  hours  $    but  by  this  time  the  Britifh 
had  fecured  themfelves  by  taking  an  advantageous  poll 
in  a  range  of  houfes.     An  attack  was  however  made, 
and  continued  with  fpirit  till  upward  of  40  were  killed 
or  wounded  by  the  fire  from  the  houfes.     The  Britifh 
loft  in  thefe  different  engagements  140  prifoners,  befide 
-feveral  killed  and  wounded,  all  the  baggage  of  the  i9th 
-regiment,  and  above  100  horfes  and  feveral  waggons. 
July'      'General  Greene  with  the  main  army  reached  the  High 
*6f     Hills  of  Santee  on  the  i6th  of  July,  and  there  repofed 
them  till  the  lid  of  Augufl.     In  a  letter  from  thence 
of  the  8th  of  Auguft,  to  a  friend  at  Philadelphia,  he 
thus  exprefTed  himfelf— "  Gen.  Gates  left  this  country 
under  a  heavy  load  3  and  I  can  aflfure  you  he  did  not 
deferve  it.     If  he  was  to  be  blamed  for  any  thing  at  all, 
it  was  for  fighting,  not  for  what  he. did,  or  did  not  do, 
in  or  after  the  aclion.     I  have  been  upon  the  ground 
where  he  was  defeated,  and  think  it  was  well  chofen, 
and  the  troops  properly  drawn  up ;  and  had  he  halted 
after  the  defeat  at  Charlotte,  without  doing  the  leafb 
thing,  I  am  perfuaded  there  would  have  been  as  little 
murmuring  upon  that  occafion,  as  in  any  infhmce  what- 
ever, where  the  public  meet  with  a  misfortune  of  equal 
magnitude.     I  think  the  order  of  congrefs  for  an  in- 
quiry was  premature,  and  am  confident  he  will  acquit 
Jiimfelf  with  honor,,   whenever  he  is  brought  to  trial 

But 
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But  if  I  could  have  my  wifti,  he  fhould  be  acquitted1 7  8l« 
without  an  inquiry,  unlefs  he  chofe  it  himfelf." 

That  you  may  form  a  clearer  conception  of  the  mi- 
feries  attending  the  war  in  South  Carolina,  you  are  pre- 
fented  with   a  few  extracts  from  gen,  Greene's  letters. 
While  before  Ninety  Six  he  wrore  to  col.  Davies,  the 
2jd  of  May—"  The  animofity  between  the  whigs  and 
tories  of  this  flate  renders  their  fituation  truly  deplor- 
able.    There  is  not  a  day  paries,  but  there  are  more  or 
lefs  who  fall  a  facrifice  to  this  favage  difpofition.     The 
whigs  feem  determined  to  extirpate  the  tories,  and  the 
tories  the  whigs.     Some  thoufands  have  fallen  in  this 
way  in  this  quarter,  and  th€  evil  rages  with  more  vio- 
lence than  ever.     If  a  flop  cannot  be  foon  put  to  thefc 
mafiacres,  the  country  will  be  depopulated  in  a  few 
months  more,  as  neither  whig  nor  tory  can  live."   Thus 
without  charging,  he  rebuked  Davies  for  a  crime  of 
which  he  was  wofully  guilty,  and  advifed  him  to  a  bet- 
ter conduct.      Weighty  reafans,  though  not  a  fimilar 
one,  induced  Greene  to  write  to  Pickens,  on  the  5th  of 
June — cc  The  inhabitants  near  Parker's  ford  on  theSaluda, 
Are  in  great  diftrels  from  the  favage  conduct  of  a  party 
of  men  belonging  to  col.  Hammond's  regiment.     This 
party  plunders  without    mercy, •'  and   murders  the  de- 
fencelefs  people,  juft  as  private  pique,  prejudice  or  per- 
fonal  refentments  dictate.      Principles  of  humanity   as 
well  as  policy  require,  that  proper  meafures  fhould  be 
immediately  taken  to  reftrain  thefe  abnfes.  heal  diffe- 
rences, and  unite  the  people  as  much  as  poffible.     No 
violence  fhould  be  offered  to  any  of  the    inhabitants, 
unlefs  found  in  arms.     The  idea  of  exterminating  the 
tories  is  no  lefs  barbarous  than  impolitic.     I  hope  you 
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1781.  will  exert  yourfelf  to  bring  over  the  tories  to  our  Inter- 
eft^  and  check  the  growing  enormities  which  prevail 
among  the  whigs,  in  plundering  as  private  avarice  or  a 
bloody  difpofition  flimulates  them."     July  the  3Oth,  the 
general  thus  exprefled  himfelf  to  the  lame  perfon — cc  I 
am  exceedingly  diftrefled,  that  the  practice  of  plunder- 
ing ftill  continues  to  rage.     If  a  check  is  not  put  to 
this  fatal  practice,  the  inhabitants  will  think  their  mife- 
ries.  rather  increafed  than  lefTened."     While  Greene  re- 
mained on  the  High  Hills  of  Santee,  he  received  from 
the  prefident  of  congrefs,  Mr.  M'Kean,  the  following 
extracts  from  letters  of  lord  George  Germaine.- — To 
the  commiffioners  for  reftoring  peace.     <c  March  the 
7th.  Your  declaration  of  the  29th  of  December,  will  I 
truft  be  productive  of  good  effects.     The  narrow  limits 
to  which  you  have  reduced  your  exceptions,  and  the 
generality  of  the  afiurance  you  have  given  of  reftora- 
tion  of  the  former  conftitutions  were,  I  doubt  not,  well 
confidered,  and  judged  neceflary  and  expedient :  but  as 
there  are  many  things  in  the  conftitutions  of  fome  of 
the  colonies,  and  fome  things  in  all,  which  the  people 
have  always  wiihed  to  be  altered,  and  others  which  the 
common  advantages  of  both  countries  require  to  be 
changed,  it  is    neceflary  to  be  attentive,    that  neither 
your 'acts  nor  declarations  preclude  any  difquifition  of 
fuch  fubjects  or  prevent  fuch  alterations  being  made  in 
their  conftitution  as  the  people  may  folicit  or  confent  to." 
[Thus  it  appears  that  the  miniftry  meant  that  the  com- 
rniiFipners  fhould  be  fo  guarded  in  their  acts  and  decla- 
rations, as  that  the  American   conftitutions  might  not 
obtain  from  the  fame,  {lability  and  permanency.] — To 
Sir  Henry  Clinton.     cc  February  the  7 th.   It  gave  hrs 
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•  majefty  fatisfa6tion  to  find  y.ou  had  determined  to  replace  1781, 
gen.  Leflie's  detachment  in  Elizabeth  river,  by  one  un- 
der gen.  Arnold,  with  pofitive  orders  to  eftablifh  a  per- 
manent poft  there." — To  Sir  H.  Clinton.  cc  March 
the  yth.  It  is  a  pleafing,  though  at  the  fame  time  a  mor- 
tifying reflection,  which  arifes  from  the, view  of  the  rer 
turn  of  the  provincial  forces  you  have  tranfmitted,  that 
.the  American  levies  in  the  king's  fervice  are  more  in 
number,  than  the  whole  of  the  inlifled  troops  in  the  fer- 
vice of  the  congrefs.  I  hope  in  the  courfe  of  the  fum- 
mer,  the  admiral  and  you  will  be  able  to  fpare  a  force 
fufficient  to  effect  an  efiablifhment  at  Cafco  Bay,  and  re- 
duce that  country  to  the  king's  obedience.  As  the  ex- 
changes (as  it  appears  from  Mr.  Waihingcon's  laft  letter 
to  you)  will  not  be  carried  on  further,  the  meafure  of  in- 
lifting  your  prifoners  for  fervice  in  the  Weft  Indies  (hould 
.be  adopted  immediately,  and  indeed  fuch  has  been  the 
mortality  of  the  troops  there  from  ficknefs,  that  I  do 
not  fee  any  other  means  of  recruiting  them. — The  pre- 
valency  of  wefteiiy  winds  thefe  laft  two  months  has 
prevented  the  Warwick  and  Solebay,  with  their  con- 
voy, from  getting  further  than  Plymouth,  where  they 
are  all  detained."  The  prefident  wrote  in  his  letter  of 
July  the  1 7th,  which  accompanied  the  above  extracts— 
<c  It  further  appears  from  thefe  letters,  that  Arnold  has 
.received  bills  of  exchange  for  five  thoufand  pounds  fter- 
ling  on  London,  which  have  been  paid,  and  the  money 
.invefted  in  the  flocks.  This  was  probably  the  certain 
reward,  the  reft  may  have  been  eventual.  Congrefs 
are  pofieiTed  of  the  originals."  The  following  of  May 
the  22d,  is  thought  alfo  to  have  been  fent  to  Greene  by 
a  member  of  congrefs — cc  Congrefs  this  day  received  a 
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1781.  moft  affectionate  and  friendly  letter  from  the  king  of 
France.  He  gives  us  every  affurance  of  the  moft  fub- 
Itantial  aid,  as  far  as  his  abilities  and  the  exigencies  of 
"his  affairs  m  Europe  will  admit.  He  fpeaks  in  the  moil 
tender  and  feeling  manner  on  the  diftrefling  fituation  of 
our  affairs  ^  and  faysr  he  will  rifk  embarrailing  his  own 
affairs  in  order  to  afford  us  fome  relief." 

After  lord  Rawdon's  return  to  Charleftown  an  affair 
took  place,  which  has  roufed  the  indignation  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, and  may  receive  a  fairer  difcuffion  in  forne  fu- 
ture period,  when  impartiality  fhall  be  more  prevalent 
than  at  prefent.  The  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth,  fo  far  as  it  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  fhall  be 
now  laid  before  you.  During  the  fiege  of  Charleilown^ 
col.  Hayne  ferved  his  country  in  a  corps  of  militia  horfe, 
After  the  capitulation,  no  alternative  was  left  but  either 
to  abandon  his  family  and  property,  or  to  furrender  to- 
the  conquerors.  He  concluded  that  inftead  of  waiting 
to  be  captured,  it  would  be  both  more  fafe  and  more 
honorable  to  go  within  the  Britifh  lines,  and  furrender 
'himfelf  a.  voluntary  prifoner.  He  therefore  repaired  to 
Charleftown,  and  offered  to  bind  himfelf  by  the  honor 
of  an  American  officer,  to  do  nothing  prejudicial  to  the 
'BritiHi  intereft  till  he  fhould  be  exchanged.  Reports 
made  of  his  fuperior  abilities  and  influence,  uniformly 
exerted  in  the  American  caufe,  operated  with  the  con- 
querors to  refufe  him  a  parole,  though  they  were  daily 
accuftomed  to  grant  that  indulgence  to  other  inhabi- 
tants. He  was  told  that  he  muil  either  become  a  Bri- 
tifh fubjed,  or  fubmit  to  clofe  confinement.  To  be  ar- 
refted  and  detained  in  the  capital,  was  not  to  himfelf  an 
intolerable  evils  but  to  abandon  his  family  both  to  the 
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ravages  of  the  fmall-pox,  then  raging  in  their  neigh-  * 7 8u 
bourhood,  and  to  the  irifults  and  depredations  of  the 
royalifts,  \vas  too  much  for  the  tender  htifband  and  fond 
parent.     To  acknpwledge  himfelf  the  fubject  of  a  go- 
vernment which  he  had  from  principle  renounced,  was 
repugnant  to  his  feelings  ;  but  without  this  he  was  cut 
off  from  every  profpect  of  a  return  to  his  family.     In 
this  embarraffing  fituation  he  waited  on  Doctor  Ram- 
fay  with  a  declaration  to  the  following  effect — cc  If  the 
Britifh  would  grant  me  the  indulgence,  which  we,  in 
the  day  of  our  power,  gave  to  their  adherents,  of  re- 
moving my  family  and  property,  I  would  leek  an  afy- 
lum  in  the  remoteft  corner  of  die  United  States,  rather 
than  fubmit  to  their  government ;  but  as  they  allow  no 
other  alternative  than  fubmiflion  or  confinement  in  the 
capital,  at  a  diftance  from  my  wife  and  family,  at  a 
time  when  they  are  in  the  mod  prefiing  need  of  my 
prefence  and  fupport,  I  mud  for  the  prefent  yield  to  the 
demands  of  the  conquerors.     I  requeft  you  to  bear  in 
mind,  that,  previous  to  my  taking  this  ilep,  I  declare, 
that  it  is  contrary  to  my  inclination,  and  forced  on  me 
by  hard  necefiky,  I  never  will  bear  arms  agninft  my 
country.      My  new  matters  can  require  no  fervice  of 
me,  but  what  is  enjoined  by  the  old  militia  law  of  the 
province,  which  fubilitutes  a  fine  in  lieu  of  perfonal  fer- 
vice.    That  I  will  pay  as  the  price  of  my  protection. 
If  my  conduct  fhould  be  cen lured  by  my  countrymen, 
I  beg  that  you  would  remember  this  converfation,  and 
bear  witnefs  for  me,  that  I  do  not  mean  to  defer t  the 
caufe  of  America." 

In  this  Hate  of  perplexity,  col.  Hayne  fubfcribed  a 
declaration  of  his  allegiance  to  the  king  of  Great  Bri- 
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r  1781.  tain ;  but  not  without  exprefsly  obje<5Hng  to  the  claufe 
which  required  him  with  his  arms  to  fupfort  the  royal 
government.  The  commandant  of  the  garrifon,  briga- 
"dier  general  Paterfon,  and  James  Simpfon  efq;  inten- 
dant  of  the  Britifh  police,  aiTured  him  that  this  would 
never  be  required ;  and  added  further,  that  when  the 
regular  forces  could  not  defend  the  country  without  the 
aid  of  its  inhabitants,  it  would  be  high  time  for  the 
royal  army  to  quit  it.  Having  fubmitted  to  the  royal 
government,  he  was  permitted  to  return  to  his  family. 
Notwithftanding  what  had  patted  at  the  time  of  his  fub- 
'miffion,  he  was  repeatedly  called  upon  to  take  arms 
againft  his  countrymen,  and  finally  threatened  with  clofe 
confinement  in  cafe  of  a  further  refufal.  This  he  con- 
fidered  as  a  breach  of  contract ;  and  it  being  no  longer 
in  the  power  of  the  Britifh  to  give  him  that  protection, 
which  was  to  be  the  compenfation  of  his  allegiance;  he 
viewed  himfelf  as  releafed  from  all  engagements  to  their 

•  commanders.     The  inhabitants  of  his  neighbourhood, 
who  had  alfo  revoked,  petitioned  gen.  Pickens  to  ap- 
point him  to  the  command  of  their  regiment,  which 
was  done,  and  the  appointment  accepted. 

Colonel  Hayne  having  thus  refumed  his  arms,  fent 
out  in  July  a  fmall  party  to  reconnoitre ;  which  pene- 

•  trated  within  feven  miles  of  Charleilown,  took  gen.  Wil- 
'  liamfon  prifoner,  and  retreated  to  the  head  quarters  of 

the  F-egimenu  This  was  the  fame  Williamfon,  who  was 
an  active  officer  in  the  South  Carolina  militia  from  the 
commencement  of  the  war  to  the  furrender  of  Charted 
town;  foon  after  which  event  he  became  a  Britifh  fuB- 
jeft.  Such  was  the  anxiety  of  the  Britilh  commandant 
to  refcue  Williamfon,  that  he  ordered  Out  "his'  wh~d!e 
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cavalry  on  the  bufinefs.  Hayne  fell  into  their,  hands.  I78r* 
He  was  carried  to  the  capital,  and  confined  in  the  pro- 
voft's  prifon,  for  having  refumed  his  arms  after  accept- 
ing Britifh  protection.  At  firft  he  was  promifed  a  trial, 
and  had  council  prepared  to  juflify  his  conduct  by  the 
laws  of  nations  and  ufages  of  war :  but  this  was  finally 
refufed,  and  he  was  ordered  for  execution  by  lord  Raw- 
don  and  lieut.  col.  Balfour.  The  royal  lieut.  gov.  Bull, 
and  a  great  number  of  inhabitants,  both  royalifts  and 
Americans,  interceded  for  his  life.  The  ladies  of 
Charleftown  generally  figned  a  petition  in  his  behalf,  in 
which  was  introduced  every  -delicate  fentiment  that  was 
likely  to  operate  on  the  gallantly  of  officers,  or  the  hu- 
manity of  men.  His  children,  accompanied  by  fonie 
near  relations  (the  mother  had  died  of  the  fmall  pox) 
were  prefented  on  their  bended  knees,  as  humble  fuit> 
ors  for  their  father's  life.  Such  powerful  intercefTions 
were  made  in  his  favor  as  touched  many  an  unfeeling 
heart,  and  drew  tears  from  many  an  hard  eye  ;  but  lord 
Rawdon  and  Balfour  continued  firm  to  their  determina- 
tion. 

The  colonel  was  repeatedly  vifited  by  his  friends,  and 
converfed  on  various  fubjecls  with  a  becoming  fortitude* 
He  particularly  lamented  that,  on  principles  of -retalia- 
tion, his  execution  would  probably  be  an  introduction 
to  the  (bedding  of  much  innocent  blood.  He  requefted 
thofe  in  whom  the  fupreme  power  was  vetted,  to  aqj^nir 
modate  the  mode  of  his  death  to  his  feelings  as  an 
officer:  but  this  was  refufed.  On  the  laft  evening. of 
his  life,  he  told  a  friend,  that  he  was  no  more  alarmed 
-at  the  thoughts  of  death,  than  at  any  other  occurrence 
which  was  neceiTary  and  unavoidable, 

On 
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'1781.      On  receiving  his  fumrnons  in  the  morning  of  Auguft 
*  the  4th, -to  proceed  to  the  place  of  execution,  he  deli- 
vered to  his  eldeft  fen,  a  youth  of  about   13  years  of 
age,    fevera'i   papers  relative  to    his    cafe,    and  faid — 
"  Prefent  thefe  papers  to  Mrs.  Edwards,  with  my  re- 
queft  that  fhe  would  forward   them  to  her  brother  in 
congrefs.     You  will  next  repair  to  the  place  of  execu- 
tion;   receive   my  body,    and  fee  it  decently  interred 
among  my  forefathers."     They  took  a  final  leave.     The 
colonel's  arms  were  pinioned,  and  a  guard  placed  round 
his  perfon.     The  proceffion  began  from  the  Exchange 
in  the  forenoon.     The  ilreets  were  crowded  with  thou- 
fands  of  anxious  fpectators.     He  walked  to  the  place  of 
execution  with  fuch  decent  firmnefs,  compofure  and  dig- 
nity, as  to  awaken  the  companion  of  many,  and  command 
refpecl  from  all.     When  the  city  barrier  was  paft,  and 
the  inftrument  of  his  cataftrophe  appeared  in  full  view, 
a  faithful  friend  by  his  fide  obferved  to  him,  that  he 
hoped  he  would  exhibit  an  example  of  the  manner  in 
which  an  American  can  die.     He  anfwered  with  the  ut- 
moft  tranquillity — "  I  will  endeavour  to  do  fo."     He 
afcended  the  cart. with  a  firm  flep  and  ferene  afpe6b.    He 
inquired  of  the  executioner,  who  was  making  an  at- 
tempt to  get  up  to  pull  the  cap  over  his  eyes,  what  he 
wanted.     On  being  informed,  the  colonel  replied — cc  I 
will  fave  you  the  trouble,"  and  pulled  it  over  himfelf. 
-HeJ^as  afterward  afked,  whether  he  wifhed  to  fay  any 
thing,  to  which  he  anfwered — "  I  will  only  take  leave 
of  my  friends,  and  be  ready."     He  then  affectionately 
ihook  hands  with  three  gentlemen,  recommended  his 
children  to  their  care,  and  gave  the  fignal  for  the  cart 

to  move* 
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Thus  fell  colonel  Ifaac  Hayne  in  the  bloom  of  life,  r7Sl' 
furnifliing  that  example  in  death,  which  extorted  a  con- 
feffion  from  his  enemies,  that  though  lie  did  not  die  in 
a  good  caufe,  he  muft  at  leafl  have  acted  from  a  per- 
liialion  of  its  being  fo  *.  The  world  will  judge  whether 
his  death  was  ftrictly  according  to  law ;  and  if  fo,  whe- 
ther the  legality  was  not  of  that  kind  to  which  the 
maxim  is  to  be  applied— -ftemmumjus  fumma  injuria. 

The  operations  in  Virginia  fhall  be  now  related. 

The  junction  of  gen.  Phillip's  force  to  gen.  Arnold's 
at  Portfmouth,  greatly  increafed  their  power  of  diftreffing 
the  (late,  which  they  failed  not  to  improve  as  far  as 
poflible.  In  April,  the  troops  to  the  amount  of  about 
2500,  embarked  and  proceeded  to  James  river.  By 
the  24th  they  ran  up  to  City  Point,  below  Peterfburgh, 
where  baron  de  Steuben  was  with  a  number  of  militia. 
Their  whole  force  landed  at  fix  in  the  evening ;  and  the 
next  day  marched  at  ten  in  the  morning.  The  baron 
was  fully  convinced  that  Peterfburgh  was  their  firft  ob- 
ject. Having  been  obliged  to  fend  away  large  detach- 
ments, he  had  not  more  than  1000  men  to  oppofe  their 
advance.  He  had  many  reafons  againft  Hiking  a  total 
defeat,  the  lofs  of  arms  was  a  principal  one :  on  the 
other  hand,  to  retire  without  foone  fliow  of  refinance, 
would  intimidate  the  inhabitants,  and  encourage  the 
Britilh  to  further  incurfions.  He  therefore  determined 
to  do  what  he  could  without  hazarding  too  much.  He 
made  choice  of  Blandford  (about  a  mile  diftant)  for  the 
place  of  defence,  and  a  neighbouring  bridge  for  a  re- 
treat. The  Americans  paiTed  the  night  under  arms. 
Toward  noon  of  the  251)1, -the  Britiih  came  in  light, 
*  Dodor  Ramfay's  Hiilory,  Vol.  II.  p.  277 — 284. 
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'  J781'  formed  and  extended  their  line  to  their  left.  It  was  near 
three  o'clock  before  the  firing  commenced,  which  con- 
tinued from  pod  to  poft  till  pail  five,  when  the  fuperi- 
ority  of  the  enemy,  and  want  of  ammunition,  obliged 
the.  baron  to  order  a  retreat,  and  the  bridge  to  be  taken 
up ;  which  were  executed  with  great  regularity  notwith- 
ftanding  the  fire  of  the  Britifh  cannon  and  mufketry. 
The  Americans  difputed  the  ground  inch  by  inch,  and 
executed  their  manoeuvres  with  much  exactnefs.  The 
baron  retired  to  Chefterfield  court-houfe,  ten  miles  from 
Peterfburgh.  The  next  day  the  Britiih  deftroyed  at 
Peterfburgh  400  hogfheads  of  tobacco,  a  fhip,  and  a 

27.  number  of  fmall  veiTels.  On  the  2yth  Arnold  marched 
to  Ofborn's,  four  miles  above  which  place  the  Virginians 
had  a  confiderabie  marine  force,  with  which  they  meant 
to  oppofe  him.  Arnold  fent  a  flag  to  treat  with  the 
commander,  who  declared  that  he  would  defend  his 
fleet  to  the  laft.  Arnold  advanced  with  fome  artillery, 
and  at  length  overpowered  him.  The  feamen  took  to 
their  boats  and  efcaped,  but  not  before  they  had  fcuttled 
and  fet  fire  to  feveral  of  their  Ihips.  The  militia  were 
driven  from  the  oppofite  fhore.  Two  {hips  and  ten 
fmaller  vefTels,  loaded  with  tobacco,  cordage,  flour  and 
other  articles,  fell  into  Arnold's  hands.  Four  fhips,  five 
brigantines,  and  a'  number  of  fmall  vefTels,  were  either 
burnt  or  funk.  The  whole  quantity  of  tobacco  taken 
or  deftroyed  in  this  fleet  exceeded  2000  hoglheads. 
The  Britifh  by  the  joth  reached  Manchefter,  where  they 
deftroyed  1200  hogfheads  of  tobacco :  the  marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  with  his  troops,  who  arrived  at  Richmond 
on  the  oppofite  fide  the  preceding  evening,  being  fpecla- 
tors  of  the  conflagration.  The  royal  army  on  their  re- 
turn 
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turn  made  great  havoc  at  Warwick.  Befide  the  fhips  i78*« 
on  the  flocks  and  in  the  river,  a  large  range  of  rope 
walks,  a  magazine  of  flour,  a  number  of  warehoufes, 
containing  tobacco  and  other  commodities,  tan-houfes 
full  of  hides  and  bark,  and  feveral  fine  mills,  were  de-» 
flroyed  or  confumed  in  one  general  conflagration.  The 
army  then  returned  to  the  fhipping,  and  the  whole  fell 
down  toward  the  mouth  of  the  river.  While  this  force 
was  fufficient  for  deftroying  every  fpecies  of  property  to 
an  almoft  incredible  amount,  and  for  accumulating  a 
great  deal  of  fpoil  for  the  parties  commanding  it,  the 
main  purpofe  was  not  anfwered :  it  was  incapable  of 
bringing  matters  to  any  decifive  conciufion.  Here,  and 
in  the  Carolinas,  the  veteran  battalions  were  worn  down 
and  confumed,  without  producing  any  permanent  ad- 


vantage. 


The  marquis  de  la  Fayette  has  been  mentioned  as 
prefent  in  Virginia.  When  he  had  marched  back  to 
the  head  of  Elk,  he  received  an  order  from  gen.  Wafh- 
ington  to  go  on  to  Virginia,  that  he  might  oppofe  gen. 
Phillips.  His  troops  were  in  want  of  almoft  every 
thing,  however  they  proceeded  to,  and  arrived  at  Balti- 
more on  the  i7th  of  April.  Here  he  was  under  the 
greateft  embarrafiment  for  want  of  fhoes  ;  there  not 
being  a  pair  in  his  whole  command.  But  the  love  and 
confidence  he  had  excited,  enabled  him  to  borrow  of  the 
merchants  two  thoufand  guineas  upon  his  own  credit  -, 
with  whjch  he  procured  fuch  neceflaries  as  were  wanting 
for  the  forwarding  of  his  detachment.  The  marquis, 
being  jealous  that  Richmond  was  Phillips's  object,  made 
a  forced  march  of  200  miles,  and  arrived  at  that  place 
fhe  evening  before  the  latter  reached  Manchefter,  2o. 

Puring 
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1781.  During  the  night,  which  was  fpent  in  making  difpofitions 
of  defence,  the  marquis  was  joined  by  fome  militi; 
der  baron  Steuben.     His  prefence  with  fuch  a  body  "or 
troops  fecured  Richmond  from  the  hoftile  attack  of  the 
Britifh,  and  faved  the  military  {lores  with  which  it  was 
then  tilled.     The  marquis,  with  a  very  inferior  force; 
kept  on  the  north  fide  of  James  river  5  and  acted  fo 
entirely  on  the  defenfive,  and  at  the  fame  time  made  fo 
judicious  a  choice  of  pofts,  and  fhowed  fuch  vigor  and 
defign  in  his  movements,  as  prevented  any  advantage 
being  taker*  of  his  weaknefs.     Upon  the  falling  down 
of  the  Britifh  forces  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  with  a 
view  of  collecting  contributions  at  Williamfburgh  and 
in  the  neighbourhood,  the  marquis  difcovered  no  fmall 
activity  in  counteracting  them.     On  their  fudden  return 
up  James  river,   he  conceived  their  object  to  be  the 
forming   a  junction   with   lord    Cornwallis,    of    whofe 
marching  through  North  Carolina  he  had  received  fome 
faint  intelligence.     He  therefore  made  a  rapid  move- 
ment, that  he  might  get  before  them  to  Peterfburgh ; 
but  was  foiled  in  his  defign,  through  the  vigilance  of  the 
Britifh  commanders.     The  laft  act  of  gen.  Phillips  was 
the  taking  poffeffion  of  this  place  late  in  the  night  of 

9.      May  the  9th :  on  the  ijth  he  died. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  after  the  action  with  Greene  near 
Guilford  court-houfe,  croffing  Deep  river,  marched  for 
Wilmington,  and  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  on  the 
7th  of  April.  He  concluded  upon  marching  to  Virgi- 
nia, and  endeavouring  a  junction  with  Phillips.  The 
troops  were  no.,  .o  encounter  a  new  march  of  300 
miles  -,  while  fo  deftitute  of  necefiaries,  that  the  cavalry 
rnight  be  laid  to  want  every  thing,  and'the  infantry  every 

thifi<< 
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thing  but  fhoes.  Neither  were  in  any  fuitable  condition  i78l» 
«~.p  ^ove,  even  the  day  before  marching.  His  lordfhip 
j^iOvided  for  every  poflibie  contingency  as  far  as  in  his 
power ,  and  then  began  his  march  on  the  2fth  of  April. 
He  arrived  at  Peterfburgh  on  the  aoth  of  May.  Here  20. 
he  received  the  unwelcome  news  of  Phillips's  death ;  but 
had  the  confolation  of  meeting  with  a  frefh  reinforce- 
ment of  about  1800  men,  whom  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
liad  fent  to  fupport  the  war  with  vigor.  Lord  Corn- 
wallis,  on  taking  the  command,  felt  himfelf  fo  fuperior 
to  the  American  force,  that  he  exulted  in  the  profpect 
of  luccefs ;  and  defpifing  the  youth  of  his  opponent  un- 
guardedly wrote  to  Great  Britain — cc  the  boy  cannot  efcape 
me"  The  marquis's  little  army  confided  of  1000  con- 
tinentals, 2000  militia,  and  60  dragoons.  Cornwallis 
proceeded  from  Peterfburgh  to  James  river,  which  he 
crofted  in  order  to  diilodge  Fayette  from  Richmond  :  it 
was  evacuated  on  the  27 th.  His  lordfhip  then  marched  27* 
through  Hanover  county,  and  crofted  the  South  Anna 
river,  Fayette  conftantly  following  his  motions,  but  at  a 
guarded  diflance  in  every  part  of  his  progrefs.  His 
lordfhip  at  one  time  planned  the  furprifal  of  the  marquis, 
while  on  the  fame  fide  of  James  river  with  himfelf  j 
but  was  diverted  from  his  intention  by  a  fpy,  whom  Fayette 
had  lent  into  his  camp.  The  marquis  was  very  defirous 
of  obtaining  full  intelligence  concerning  his  lordfhip; 
and  concluded  upon  prevailing,  if  poiiible,  upon  one 
Charles  (generally  called  Charly)  Morgan,  a  Jerfey  fol- 
dier,  of  whom  he  had  entertained  a  favorable  opinion, 
to  turn  deferter,  and  go  over  to  ti.  ^ritifh  army,  in 
order  to  his  executing  the  bufmefs  of  a  fpy  more  effec- 
tually. Charly-  was  fent  for,  and  agreed  to  undertake 

the 
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1781.  the   hazardous  employ;    but  infifted,  that  in   cafe  he 
fhould  be  difcovered  and  hanged,  the  marquis,  to  fecivr 
his  reputation,  fhould  have  it  inferted  in  the  Jerfey  paper, 
that  he  was  fent  upon  the  fervice  by  his  commander. 
Charly  deferted,    and  when  he  had  reached  the  royal 
army  was  carried  before  his  lordfhip ;  who  inquired  into 
the  reafon  of  his  deferring,  and  received  for  anfwer— 
**  I  have  been,  my  lord,  with  the  American  army  from 
the  beginning,  and  while  under  gen.  Wafhington  was 
fatisfied ;  but  being  put  under  a  Frenchman,  I  do  not 
like  it,  and  have  left  the  iervice."     His  lordfhip  com- 
mended and  rewarded  his  conduct.     Charly  was  very 
diligent  in  the  difcharge  of  his  military  duty,  and  was 
4iot  in.  the  lead  fufpe&ed  $  but  at  the  fame  time  carefully 
obferved  all  that  pafled.     One  day  while  on  particular 
duty  with  his  comrades,  Cornwallis  in  dole  converfation 
with  fome  officers,    called  Charly  to  him,   and  faid— 
<c  How  long  time  will  it  take  the  marquis  to  crofs  James 
river  ?"    Charly   paufed    a  moment,   and    anfwered— 
fc/  Three  hours,  my  lord."     His  lordfhip  exclaimed— 
Cf  Three  hours  !  why  it.  will  take  three  days."     cc  No, 
my  lord,"    faid  Charly,    <c  the  marquis  has  fo  many 
boats,  and  each  boat  will  carry  fo  many  men.     If  your 
Jordlhip  will  be  at  the  trouble  of  calculating,  you  will 
find  he  can  crofs  in  three  hours."     His  lordfhip  turned 
to  the  officers,  and  in  the  hearing  of  Charly  remarked— 
"  The  fcheme  will  not  do."     Charly  concluded  this  was 
the  moment  for  his  returning  to  the  marquis.     He,  as 
foon  as  poffible,  plied  his  comrades  with  grog  %  till  they 

were 

*  A  mixture  of  rum  and  water,  which  gained  its  name  in  the  fol- 
lowing^vay.    \Vhen  admiral  Verr.on  commanded  in  the  Weft  Indies, 

to 
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ivere  well  warmed,  and  then  opened  his  mafked  battery. 
He  complained  of  the  wants  that  prevailed  in  the  Bri- 
tifli  camp,    commended  the   fupplies  with  which   the 
American  abounded,  exprefled  his  inclination  to  return, 
and  then  afked — "  What  fay  you,    will  you  go  with 
me  ?"'    They  agreed.     It  was  left  with  him  to  manage 
as  to  the  fentries.     To  the  firft  he  offered,  in  a  very 
friendly  manner,  the  taking  a  draught  of  rum  out  of 
his  canteen.     While  the  fellow  was   drinking,  Charly 
fecured  his  arms ,-  and  then  propofed  his  deferring  with 
them ;  to  which  he  conferred  through  neceiTity.     The 
fecond  was  ferved  in  like  manner.     Charly  Morgan  by 
his  management  carried  off  feven  deferters  with  him. 
When  he  had  reached  the  American  army,    and  was 
brought  to  head  quarters,  the  marquis  upon  feeing  him 
tried  out,  "  Ha !  Chariy,  are  you  got'  back  ?"  fc  Yes 
and  pleafe  your  excellency,    and  ha>e  brought  feveu 
more  with  me,"  was  the  answer.     When  Charly  had 
related  the  reafon  of  his  returning,  and  the  obfervatioris 
he  had  made,  the  marquis  offered  him  money ;  but  he 
.declined  accepting  it,  and  only  defired  to  have  his  gun 
again.     The  marquis  then  propofed  to  promote  him  to 
the  rank  of  a  corporal  or  fergeaht..    To  this  Morgan 
replied- — fc  I  will  not  have  any  promotion.     I  have  abi- 
lities for  a  common  foldier,  and  have  a  good  charac- 

to  preferve  the  health  and  lives  of  the  Tailors,  he  ordered  their  allow- 
ance of  rum  to  be  mixed  with  a  proper  quantity  of  water,  and  the 
liquor  to  be  put  upon  deck  for  their  ufe.  The  failors  refented  the 
alteration ;  but  the  refohition  of  the  admiral  obliged  them  to  drink 
the  mixture  or  go  without.  It  fo  happened  that  he  generally  wore  on 
board  an  old  grogram  coat :  the  failors  took  occafion  from  thence  to 
ftile  the  mixture  that  was  impofed  upoc  them — gng< 

VOL.  IV,  I  ter3 


114  THE     HISTORY     OF     THE 

1781. ter;  fliould  I  be  promoted  my  abilities  may  not  an- 
fwer,  and  I  may  lofe  my  character."  He  however 
nobly  requefted  for  his  fellow  foldiers,  who  were  not  fo 
well  fupplied  with  fhoes,  (lockings  and  clothing  as  him- 
felf,  that  the  marquis  would  promife  to  do  what  he 
could  to  relieve  their  diflrefies;  which  he  eafily  ob- 
tained. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  meeting  with  a  plentiful  fupply  of 
fine  horfes  in  the  ftables  of  private  gentlemen,  mounted 
a  confiderable  body  of  troops.  Cols.  Tarleton  and 
Simcoe  were  difpatched  from  the  South  Anna  with  iepa- 
rate  detachments  to  fcour  the  interior  country.  They 
penetrated  into  the  recefTes,  which  had  been  hitherto  free 
from  fpoilers,  and  might  have  done  confiderable  more 
mifchief  to  the  inhabitants.  They  deftroyed  a  number 
of  arms  under  repair,  forne  cannon,  a  quantity  of  gun- 
powder, fait,  harnefs  and  other  matters,  defigned  for  or 
capable  of  being  applied  to  military  fervices.  Had  their 
defbuctive  operations  of  this  nature  been  ever  fo  confi- 
derable, inflead  of  trifling,  they  muil  have  efcaped  all  cen- 
jfure  ;  and  the  Americans  would  have  had  no  juft  ground 
of  complaint  $  but  it  was  otherwife  in  various  inftances. 
Baron  Steuben,  who  was  at  the  Point  of  Fork  with  500 
regulars  of  the  Virginia  new  levies  and  a  few  militia,  re4 
tired  upon  the  approach  of  Simcoe.  He  had  been  fepa- 
rated  from  the  marquis,  in  confequence  of  an  order  from 
Greene  for  the  baron  to  come  and  join  him.  The  baron 
had  proceeded  to  the  borders  of  North  Carolina.  This, 
left  the  marquis  fo  weak,  that  he  was  obliged  to  fall 
back  as  Cornwallis  advanced,  till  he  ihould  be  reinforced. 
His  lord fnip's  march  to  Virginia  made  the  revocation! 
of  Greene's  order  neceflary.  Tarleton  penetrated,  by  ai 
9  forced  || 
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forced  march,  as  far  as  Charlotte-ville;  and  had  nearly1?81 
furprifed  and  taken  the  whole  aflembly  of  Virginia  pri- june 
foners.     They  had  removed  from  Richmond  to  Char-     4» 
lotte-ville  to  be  out  of  the  way  of  Cornwallis ;  and  re- 
ceived information  of  Tarleton's  approach  but  juft  time 
enough  to  efcape  his   legion.     They  new   crofted  the 
mountains,  and  convened  at  Stanton.     The  Britifh  con- 
vention prifoners  had  been  early  marched  from  Charlotte- 
ville  toward  Peiwfylvania. 

Lord  Cornwallis  not  having  any  immediate  occafion 
for  gen.  Arnold,  difpenfed  with  his  abfence,  fo  that  he 
returned  to  New  York  about  the  beginning  of  June. 
His  lordftiip  finding  it  imporTible  to  force  the  marquis 
de  la  Fayette  to  an  action,  endeavoured  to  prevent  his 
junction  with  Wayne ;  who  had  been  ordered  by  gen. 
Wafhington  to  march  from  the  northward  with  the 
Pennfylvania  line,  amounting  to  800,  with  a  view  to  that 
event.  It  was  effected  without  lofs  at  Racoon  ford  on 
the  yth  of  June.  But  while  this  junction  was  making,  7, 
his  lordfhip  obtained  an  opening  for  placing  himfelf  be- 
tween the  marquis  and  his  (lores.  The  (lores,  which 
were  an  object  with  both  armies,  had  been  removed 
from  Richmond  to  Albe marie  old  court-houfe  above 
the  Point  of  Fork.  His  lord  Chip  was  fo  far  advanced, 
as  that  within  the  courfe  of  two  days  he  mud  have 
gained  poiieflion  of  them.  At  the  fame  moment  he 
found  that  the  marquis,  by  an  unexpected  and  rapid 
march,  was  within  a  few  miles  of  his  army.  This  at 
firft  might  be  matter  of  joy  to  him ;  as  he  faw  no  prac- 
ticable way  for  the  marquis  to  get  between  him  and  the 
(lores,  but  by  a  road,  in  pairing  which  the  Americans 
might  be  attacked  to  great  advantage.  However,  ccn- 

I  2  trary 
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*78i*trary  to  his  lordfhip's  expectation,  the  marquis  difco- 
vcred  a  nearer  road  to  Albe marie.  It  had  been  long 
difufed,  and  therefore  was  much  ernbarrafifed.  Fayette  had 
it  opened  in  the  night  j  and  to  the  aftonilhment  of 
Cornwallis,  fixed  himfelf  the  next  day  in  a  flrong  pofi- 
tion  between  the  Britifh  army  and  the  American  ftores, 

His  lordfhjp  now  commenced  a  retrograde  move- 
ment; and  in  two  night  marches  meafured  back  up- 
ward of  50  miles.  Fie  was  accompanied  with  his  de- 
tachments under  Tarleton  and  Simcoe.  By  about  the 

June   I7tn  he  entered  Richmond  ;  the  marquis  prefling  hard 

1 8.-  after  him.  On  the  i8th  the  Britifh  moved  toward  the 
Americans,  feemingly  with  the  defign  of  ftriking  a  de- 
tached corps.  But  upon  the  marching  of  the  light  in- 
fantry and  Pennfylvanians,  they  returned  into  the  town. 
The  next  day  the  marquis  was  joined  by  Steuben's 
troops;  and  on  the  night  of  the  2oth,  Richmond  was 
evacuated.  His  lordfhip,  under  an  apprehenfion  that 
the  marquis  was  much  ftronger  than  was  really  the  cafe, 
haftened  to  Williamfburgh ;  where  he  occupied  a  ftrong 
poft,  was  under  the  protection  of  his  fhipping,  and  re- 

2&  ceived  a  reinforcement  from  Portfmoutru  On  the  26th 
of  June,  the  day  after  the  main  body  of  the  Britifh 
army  arrived  at  Williamfburgh,  their  rear  was  attacked 
within  fix  miles  of  the  place,  by  an  American  light 
corps  under  coL  Butler  j  and  had  160  killed  and 
wounded.  According  to  a  private  letter  of  Fayette  to 
the  prefident  of  congrefs,  his  own  troops  at  this  period 
confided  only  of  1500  regulars,  400  new  levies,  and 
about  2oco  militia,  in  all  3900;  while  Cornwallis's 
amounted  to  4000  regulars,  800  of  whom  were  mounted. 
4  In 
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'  In  the  courfe  of  thefe  movements,  befide  articles  !78l» 
fimiiar  to  thofe  already  fpecified,  the  Britifn  deftroyed 
above  2000  hogfheads  of  tobacco,  with  ibme  brafs  and 
a  number  of  iron  ordnance.  But  they  were  joined  by 
no  great  number  of  inhabitants,  and  fcarcely  by  any  of 
the  native  Virginians,  Lord  Cornwallis,  in  his  marches 
from  Charleftown  to  Camden,  from  Camden  to  the 
Dan  river,  from  the  Dan  through  North  Carolina  to 
Wilmington,  from  Wilmington  to  Richmond,  and  from 
Richmond  to  Williamfburgh,  made  a  route  of  more 
than  eleven  hundred  miles,  without  computing  devia- 
tions. 

The  marquis  de  la  Fayette  kept  with  his  body  about 
1 8  or  20  miles  diftant  from  lord  Cornwallis,  while  his 
advanced  corps  was  within  10  or  12,  with  an  intention 
of  infulting  the  Briuih  rear  guard,  when  they  fhould 
pafs  James  river.  His  lordfhip  evacuated  Williamf-juj 
burgh  on  the  4th  of  July.  On  the  6th  at  noon  he  re-  6- 
ceived  intelligence  that  the  Americans  were  approaching. 
Perfuaded  they  would  not  venture  an  attack,  except 
under  the  impreffion,  that  only  a  rear  guard  was  left  on 
that  fide  of  the  river,  he  ufed  ail  proper  means  to  en- 
courage that  opinion  of  his  weaknefs.  Gen.  Wayne 
relying  upon  the  afllirances  of  a  countryman,  that  the 
.main  body  had  crofled,  pulhed  forward  with  Boo  men, 
chiefly  Pennfylvanians  and  fome  light  infantry,  and  to 
his  furprife  difcovered  the  Britiih  army  diawn  up  ready 
to  receive  him  about  fun  fet.  He  inftantiy  conceived 
that  the  only  mode  of  extricating.himfelf  from  his  peri- 
lous fituation,  was  by  boldly  attacking  and  engaging 
them  for  a  while,  and  then  retreating  with  the  utmoft 
expedition;  He  preded  on  with  the  greateft  intrepidity. 

I  .3  His 
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1781. His  whole  force,  with  which  he  began  to  engage  the 
Britifh,  at  no  greater  diftance  than  twenty-five  yards, 
did  not  exceed  five  hundred  men,  all  Pennfylvanians  *. 
After  behaving  v/ith  heroic  bravery  for  a  time,  they 
faced  about,  and  leaving  their  cannon  behind,  hurried 
off  the  field  in  hade  toward  fome  light  infantry  battali- 
ons, that  by  a  moil  rapid  move  had  arrived  within  about 
half  a  mile  cf  them.     Lord  Cornwallis  would  admit  of 
no  purfuit,  for  he  conjectured,  from  the  flrangenefs  of 
circumflances,  that  the  whole  was  a  fcheme  of  Fayette 
to  draw  him  into  an  ambufcade.     The  Britifh  parTed 
the  river  at  night,  and  retired  to  Portfmouth  ;  and  the 
marquis  chofe  that  moment  for  refting  the  American 
troops. 

However  we  fhall  not  quit  Virginia  without  mention- 
ing that  early  in  the  fpring,  a  Britifh  frigate  went  up 
the  Patomak,  and  landed  a  party  of  men,  who  fet  fire 
to  and  deftroyed  fome  gentlemen's  houfes  on  the  Mary- 
land fide  of  the  river,  in  fight  of  Mount  Vernon,  gen. 
Wafhington's  feat.  The  captain  fent  to  Mr.  Lund  Wafh- 
ington,  (who  fbpplied  the  place  of  a  fteward)  and  de- 
•  manded  a  quantity  of  provifions,  with  which  he  was 
fnrnifhed,  to  prevent  worfe  confequences.  This  com- 
pliance  did  not  meet  with  the  general's  approbation  $ 
30,  and  in  a  letter  of  April  the  joth,  he  exprefled  to  Mr. 
Lund  Wafhington  his  nneafinefs  at  his  having  gone  on 
board  the  frigate,  and  furniftied  provifions;  and  faid, 
"  that  he  would  rather  it  had  been  left  to  the  enemy  to 
take  what  they  pleafed  by  force,  though  at  the  rifle  of 
burning  his  houfe  and  property." 

*  General  Wayne's  letter  to  general  Greene. 

We 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION.  U 

We  now  proceed  to  the  department  under  gen.  Wa(h-  178 
ington's  immediate  command. 

A  publication  in  the  New  York  paper  about  the  month 
of  April,  excited  the  general  to  write  to  a  particular  friend 
— "Rivington,  or  the  infpe&or  of  his  Gazette,  publifhed 
a  letter  from  me  to  gov.  Hancock  and  his  anfwer,  which 
never  had  an  exiftence  but  in  the  Gazette.  The  enemy 
fabricated  a  number  of  letters  for  me  formerly  as  is  well 
known."  The  following  extracts  from  his  genuine  let- 
ters will  give  you  the  beft  account  of  the  particulars  to  May 
which  the  fame  relate.  "  May  the  ift.  I  had  drained  ** 
impreis  by  military  force  to  that  length,  I  trembled  for 
the  confequences  of  the  execution  of  every  warrant  which 
I  had  granted  for  the  purpofe  -y  fo  much  are  the  people 
irritated  by  the  frequent  calls  which  have  been  made 
upon  them  in  that  way." — <c  The  8th.  Diftrefled  beyond 
exprefTion  at  the  prefent  fituation  and  future  profpecl  of 
the  army  with  regard  to  provifion,  unlefs  an  immediate 
and  regular  fupply  can  be  obtained,  I  have  determined 
to  make  one  great  effort  more,  by  reprefentations  and 
requifitions  to  the  New  England  ftates." — "  The  loth. 
From  the  pods  of  Saratoga  to  that  of  Dobbs's  ferry 
inclufive,  I  believe  there  is  not  (by  the  reports  and  re- 
turns I  have  received)  at  this-  moment  on  hand,  one 
day's  fupply  of  meat  for  the  army." — «  The  nth.  I 
am  fending  gen.  Heath  purpofely  to  the  eaftern  ftates 
to  reprefent  our  diftreffes,  and  fix  a  plan  for  our  regular 
fupply  for  the  future."  Three  days  before,  the  general 
\vrote  to  gov.  Livingfton — £C  Intelligence  has  been  fent 
me  by  a  gentleman,  who  has  an  opportunity  of  know- 
ing what  paffes  among  the  enemy,  that  four  parties  had 
been  fent  out  with  orders  to  take  or  affaffinatc  your  ex- 

I  4  cellency, 
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J78l'Cellency,  gov.  Clinton,  me,  and  a  fourth  perfon  name 
unknown."  The  general  at  the  fame  time,  did  not  be- 
lieve that  the  enemy  had  any  defign  of  affaffmating, 
though  declared  by  one  who  faid  he  was  engaged.  The 
reprefentation  made  to  the  MafTachufetts  general  court 
of  the  army  diflreffes,  put  them  upon  thole  exertions 

^a7  that  were  beneficial  thpugh  infuftkient.  On  the  i4th 
Wafhington  was  pained  with  an  account,  that  col.  Greene, 
who  lay  near  Croton  river  with  a  detachment  of  the 
army,  had  been  furprifed  in  the  morning,  about  fun  rife, 
by  a  party  of  Delancey's  corps,  confiding  of  100  ca- 
valry, and  about  200  infantry.  They  came  firft  to  the 
colonel  and  major  Flagg's  quarters.  The  major  was 
killed  in  bed,  and  the  colonel  badly  wounded.  They 
attempted  carrying  him  off,  but  finding  that  he  could 
not  march  faft  enough,  they  murdered  him.  His  death 
js  much  regretted.  His  bravery  was  feen  and  felt  in  the 
defence  of  Red-bank  againft  count  Donop. 

Monfieur  de  Barras,  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  French  fquadron  at  Newport,  arrived  at  Bofton  in 
the  Concorde  frigate  on  the  6th  of  Mayt  He  brought 
with  him  difpatches  for  the  count  de  Rochambeau ; 
which  being  notified  to  Wafhington,  he  with  generals 
Knox  and  du  Portail  fet  off  for  Weathersfield,  three  miles 
from  Hartford,  where  they  met  the  count  de  Rocham- 

31.  beau  and  the  chevalier  Chaftellux  on  the  21  ft.  At  this 
interview,  after  combining  all  prefent  circumflances  and 
future  profpefls,  the  plan  propofed  the  laft  year  at  Hart- 
ford of  attacking  New  York  was  adopted.  The  object 
was  cpnfidered  of  greater  magnitude  and  more  within 
their  reach  than  any  other.  The  weaknefs  of  the  gar- 
rifon  of  New  York,,  its  central  pofition  for  drawing 

together 
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together  men  and  fupplies,  and  the  fpur  which  an  at-  J7Sl- 
tempt  againft  that  place  would  give  to  every  exertion, 
were  among  the  reafons  which  prompted  to  the  under- 
taking, and  promifed  fuccefs,  unlefs  the  enemy  fhould 
call  a  confiderable  part  of  their  force  from  the  fouthward. 
The  French  troops  were  to  march  toward  the  North 
river  as  foon  as  circumftances  would  permit,  leaving 
about  200  men  at  Providence  with  the  heavy  (lores  and 
baggage,  and  500  militia  upon  Rhode  Ifland  to  fecure 
the  works.  On  the  24th,  letters  were  addrefled  to  the  24. 
executive  powers  of  New  Hampfhire,  Mailachufetts, 
Connecticut  and  Jerfey,  requiring  among  other  things, 
militia  to  the  amount  of  6200.  Wafhington  enforced 
the  requifition  with  cc  Our  allies  in  this  country  expe<5t 
and  depend  upon  being  fupported  by  us,  in  the  attempt 
we  are  about  to  make ;  and  thofe  in  Europe  will  be  af- 
tonifhed,  fhould  we  neglect  the  favorable  opportunity 
which  is  now  offered."  The  general  returned  to  his  head 
quarters  on  the  26th.  The  next  day  he  forwarded  this 
information  to  the  proper  perfons — cc  On  the  calcula- 
tions I  have  been  able  to  form,  in  concert  with  fome  of 
the  moft  experienced  French  and  American  officers,  the 
operation  in  view  will  require,  in  addition  to  the  French 
army,  all  the  continental  battalions  from  New  Hamp- 
fhire to  New  Jerfey  to  be  completed.''  He  added  af- 
terward—" As  we  cannot  count  upon  the  battalions 
being  full,  and  as  a  body  of  militia  will  moreover  be 
necefTary,  I  have  called  upon  the  feveral  frates  to  hold 
certain  numbers  in  readinefs  to  move  within  a  week  of 
the  time  I  may  require  them." 

The   Britifh   adjutant   general   employed  one  lieut. 
James  Moody,  in  attempting  to  intercept^Wafhington's 

dif- 
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,7Si.difpatches.  He  fucceeded  repeatedly,  though  his  ef- 
capes  were  narrow.  He  was  urged  to  renew  the  fervice 
after  the  interview  between  Wafhington  and  Rochain- 
beau  had  taken  place  j  accordingly,  way-laying  the  mail 
fome  days  in  the  Jerfeys,  the  opportunity  offered  for 
his  taking  and  conveying  to  New  York  that  very  bag 
which  contained  the  letters  that  were  the  object  of  the 
enterprife. 

Preparations  were  now  making  for  the  American  ar- 

21.  my's  taking  the  field  •,  and  on  the  21  ft  of  June  they 
inarched  for  the  camp  at  Peeks-kill.  On  the  ift  of  July, 
Wafhington  mentioned  in  a  letter — "  From  the  i2th  of 
May  to  this  day,  we  have  received  only  312  head  of 
cattle,  from  New  Hampshire  30,  MafTachufetts  230, 
and  Connecticut  52.  Unlefs  more  ftrenuous  exertions 
are  made  to  feed  the  few  troops  in  the  field,  we  mud 
not  only  relinquifh  our  intended  operation,  but  {hall  dif- 
band  for  want  of  fubfiftence  ;  or  which  is  almoft  equally 
to  be  lamented,  the  troops  will  be  obliged  to  feek  it  for 
themfelves  where  it  can  be  found."  The  next  morn- 
ing about  three  o'clock,  the  army  marched  toward  New 
York  with  no  baggage,  but  a  blanket  and  clean  fhirt 
each  man,  and  four  days  provifions  cooked.  Gen.  Lin- 
coln having  taken  poft  with  four  battalions  of  infantry, 
and  a  fmall  detachment  of  the  guards,  at  no  great  dif- 
tance  from  fort  Independence,  was  attacked  on  the  3d 
by  about  1500  royal  troops.  The  body  of  the  Ame- 
rican army,  which  was  at  hand,  marched  to  ftipport  him. 
Lincoln  defigned  to  draw  the  enemy  to  a  diflance  from 
their  ilrong  poft  at  Kingfbridge  and  its  dependencies, 
and  thereby  to  have  given  Wafhington  and  the  duke  de 
Lauzun,  with  the  French  legion,  and  Sheldon's  dragoons, 

the 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION.  I2J 

the  opportunity  of  turning  their  flanks.     But  it  being  i78l 
apparent  that  Wafhington  determined  to  fight  at  all 
events,  the  enemy  declined  fending  out  reinforcements, 
and  foon  retired  within  Kingfbridge.     The  next  day  the 
army  marched  toward  White  Plains ;  and  on  the  6th     £% 
the  van  of  the  French  troops  under  Rochambeau   ap- 
peared on  the  heights  about  eight  o'clock,  on  the  left  of 
the  Americans.     On  the  8th  the  French  encamped  near 
in  a  line  with  the  Americans,  with  their  left  extending 
toward  the  Sound.     Their  whole  force  confifts  of  more 
than  thofe  who  went  from  Newport ;  for  about  the  8th 
of  June,  there  arrived  at  Bofton,  a  French  50  gun  (hip, 
3  frigates,  and  14  tranfports,  with  1500  men.     Thefe 
marched  the  i4th  of  the  fame  month  to  join  their  coun- 
trymen under  Rochambeau.     The  Britifh  having  gained 
the  proper  intelligence  planned  an  expedition,    which 
would  have  been  very  prejudicial  to  the  Americans  had 
it  fucceeded.     The  nature  and  importance  of  it  may  be 
learned  from  the  general  orders  of  July  the  lyth.  "  The 
commander  in  chief  is  exceedingly  pleafed  with  major 
gen.  Howe,    for  marching  with  fo  much  alacrity  and 
rapidity  to  the  defence  of  the  ftores  at  Tarry-town,  and 
repulfing  the  enemy's  fhipping  from  thence.     The  gal- 
lant behaviour  and  fpirited  exertions  of  col.   Sheldon, 
capt.   Hurlblut  of  the  2d  regiment  of  dragoons,  capt. 
lieut.  Miles  of  the  artillery,  and  lieut.   Shaylor  of  the 
4th  Connecticut  regiment,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the 
troops,  in  extinguishing  the  flames  of  the  veflels  which 
had  been  fet  on  fire  by  the  enemy,  and  refcuing  the 
-whole  of  the  ordnance  zvAJlores  from  deftruction,  has  the 
applaufe  of  the  general."     On  the  2ift,  the  general  in  2U 
a  letter  to  the  French  admiral  thus  exprefTed  hjmfelf— •+ 
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1781."  j  }15pe  there  will  be  no  occafion  for  a  movement  to 
the  fouthward,  for  want  of  force  to  act  againft  New 
York,  as  I  flatter  myfelf  the  glory  of  deftroying  the  Bri- 
tifh  fquadron  at  New  York  is  referved  for  the  king's  fleet 
under  your  command,  and  that  of  the  land  force  at  the 
fame  place  for  the  allied  arms."  At  eight  o'clock  in 
the  evening  of  the  fame  c  ay,  the  American  army  (ex- 
clufive  of  20  men  to  a  regiment)  and  part  of  the  French, 
marched  from  their  encampments,  and  continued  it  with 
great  rapidity  and  fcarce  any  halt  through  the  night.  At 
four  the  next  morning,  they  were  drawn  up  in  order  of 
battle,  while  Wafhington,  Rochambeau,  all  the  general 
officers  and  engineers  reconnoitred  the  different  pofitions 
of  the  enemy's  works  from  right  to  left.  The  next 
morning  was  alfo  fpent  in  reconnoitring.  At  four  in  the 
afternoon,  the  troops  prepared  to  march  and  return  to 
the  camp.  They  arrived  at  their  old  ground  by  hair 
after  twelve. 

The  dates  were  all  this  while  very  dilatory  in  fending 
the  number -of  troops  required:  they  were  equally  cul- 
pable as  to  the  quality  of  thofe  they  did  fend,  which 
occafioned  a  MalTachufetts  officer  to  write  from  camp  as 
July  -follows  on  the  26th — cc  A  private  character,  who  fhould 
?6*  ufe  fraud  to  get  rid  of  his  engagements,  would  be  con- 
fidered  a*  a  fcoundrel ;  while  a  collective  body  do  not 
blufh  at  tran factions  for  which  an  individual  would  be 
kicked  out  of  fociety.  Had  the  different,  ftates  boneftly 
-complied  with  the  requifitions  of  congrefs,  we  fhould  at 
this  period  have  had  an  army  in  the  field  equal  to  any 
exigence  of  fcrvice.  How  contrary  has  been  their  con- 
dud  !  Of  the  recruits  which  have  come  in,  to  fay  no- 
thing of  their  deficiency  in  point  of  number,  few  of 

them 
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them  will  be  able,  before  the  expiration  of  their  inlift-  J7S| 
ments,  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  foldier.  When  I  have 
feen  boys  of  a  yard  and  a  half  long  paraded  for  mufter, 
abfolutely  incapable  of  fuftaining  the  weight  of  a  fol- 
dier's  accoutrements,  and  have  been  told  that  thefe 
ihadows  have  been  fent  as  part  of  the  ftates  quota,  I 
have  curfed  the  duplicity  of  my  countrymen,  and  pro- 
nounced them  unworthy  the  bleffings  of  freedom.  The 
army  at  large  confidered  this  conduct  of  their  refpective 
ftates  as  a  vile  impofition  j  and  we  began  to  fend  back 
the  unqualified  recruits  -,  but  fo  proportionably  great  was 
their  number,  that  we  were  obliged  to  retain  many, 
who,  though  they  are  not  at  prefent,  yet  may  in  a  cam- 
paign or  two  be  in  fome  degree  ferviceable.  This  is 
no  exaggerated  picture.  It  might,  by  a  deeper  colour- 
ing, be  made  a  more  linking  likenefs." 

The  continental  army,  by  taking  a  pofition  near  New 
York  and  its  feveral  movements,  confirmed  Sir  H. 
Clinton  in  the  belief  of  that  intelligence  he  had  procured 
by  the  interception  of  Wafhington's  letters,  and  led 
him  to  withdraw  a  confiderable  part  of  the  troops  under 
the  command  of  Cornwallis,  as  a  reinforcement  to  his 
own  garrifon.  This  led  Wafhington  to  obferve  on  the 
3Oth — cc  From  the  change  of  circumftances  with  which 
this  withdraw  will  be  attended,  we  fhall  probably  entirely 
change  our  plan  of  operations.  I  conclude  the  enemy's 
capital  poft  will  be  at  Portfmouth."  By  great  exertions 
and  powerful  aids  from  the  MaiTachufetts  and  Rhode 
I  Hand,  the  heavy  artillery,  ftores,  &c.  were  brough:  to 
the  North  river  in  a  manner  beyond  his  expectation ;  . 
as  he  himfelf  acknowledged  on  the  id  of  Auguft;  buc  2. 
on  the  fame  day  he  complained — "  I  am  not  ftronger 

at 
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J78r»  at  this  advanced  period  of  the  campaign,  than  when  the 
army  fird  moved  from  winter  quarters.  Not  a  finglc 
man  has  joined  me,  except  176  militia  from  Connec- 
ticut, who  arrived  at  Weft  Point  ycderday,  and  80  of 
the  York  levies,  and  about  200  (late  troops  of  Connec- 
ticut, both  of  which  corps  were  upon  the  lines  previous 
to  leaving  winter  cantonments."  However,  in  cafe  the 
attempt  againft  New  York  mud  be  laid  afide,  he  con- 
foled  himfelf  with  this  thought — cc  The  detachment  left 
in  Virginia  feems  the  next  object,  and  will  be  very  prac- 
ticable fhould  we  obtain  a  naval  fuperiority."  It  was 
very  diftrefiing  to  find,  that  the  dates  either  would  or 
could  not  fill  their  continental  battalions,  or  afford  the 
aids  of  militia  required  from  them.  At  length,  a  letter 
from  the  count  de  Graflfe,  with  intelligence  that  his  defti- 
nation  was  fixed  to  the  Chefapeak,  fettled  the  point  by 
leaving  no  alternative  j  on  which  a  joint  anfwer  from 
r  gen.  Wafhington  and  count  de  Rochambeau  was  fent  to 

17.  de  Grafife  on  the  I7th,  to  give  him  notice  of  their  deter- 
mination to  remove  the  whole  of  the  French  army, 
and  as  large  a  detachment  of  the  Americans  as  could  be 
Ipared  to  the  Chefapeak,  there  to  meet  his  excellency. 
The  appearance  of  an  attack  upon  New  York  however 
was  flill  continued,  and  to  induce  the  firmed  perfuafion 
of  its  being  intended,  ovens  were  erected  oppofite  t;o 
Staten  I  (land  at  the  month  of  the  Rariton  for  the  ufe  of 
the  French  forces.  While  this  deception  was  playing 
off  againd  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  the  allied  army  crofled 

34.  the  North  river  on  the  24th,  and  pulhed  for  Philadel- 
phia, where  they  arrived  on  the  3Oth  about  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  and  were  faluted  by  firing  of  guns 
and  ringing  of  bells  j  and  in  the  evening  with  bonfires 

and 
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and  illuminations.     While  the  allies  were  marching,  the  i7Sl- 
royalifts  at  New  York  were  pleafmg  themfelves  with 
this  intelligence  publifhed  in  their  Gazette  of  Auguft 
the  25th. — cc  A  gentleman  juft  arrived  from  Jerfey  in- 
forms us,  that  young  Laurens  lately  pafled  through  that 
province  on  his  return  from  Paris,  and  has  brought  the 
following  very  interefting  intelligence,  that  THE  EM- 
PEROR   OF    GERMANY    HAD    DECLARED 
HIMSELF  THE  ALLY  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN, 
[all  in  large  capitals]  which  threw  the  court  of  Verfailles. 
into  much  confufion,  as,  in  confequence  of  this   great 
event,  the  French  nation  muft  withdraw  all  fupport  from 
their  new  allies,  the  rebels  of  this  continent;   and  we 
are  informed  it  has,  with  another  concurring  circumftance, 
occafioned  Mr.  Wafhington  and  the  count  de  Rocham- 
beau  to  quit  their  menacing  pofition  at  White  Plains, 
We  are  alfo  told,  that  the  French  admiral  is  embark- 
ing all  the  fick  troops  on  board  his  fquadron,  from  which 
it  is  fnggefted  that  their  fleet  and  army  are  to  be  with- 
drawn from  Rhode  Ifland,  to  ftrengthen  themfelves  in 
the  Weft  Indies.     It  is  faid,  that  the  French  and  rebels 
left  their  ground  the  day  after  Mr.  Wafhington  received 
-  the  mortifying  account  of  the  emperor's  alliance  with 
his  old  friend  the  court  of  Great  Britain/'     The  fea- 
fonable  arrival  of  lieut.  col.  Laurens  at  the  northward, 
and  his  journey  through  Jerfey  to  Philadelphia^  afforded 
the  opportunity  of  .fabricating  fuch  information  to  afTift 
in  difguifmg  the  movement  of  the  allied  army  *.     On 
the  4th  of  September,  Wafhington  wrote  to  gen.  Greene  Se  t 
— cc  The  plan  has  been  totally  changed,  occafioned  by     4- 
a  variety  of  circumflances,  two  only  heed  be  mentioned, 
*  A  letter  to  Mr.  Jejikinfon,  printed  for  Debrett,  1781. 

the 
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*78l«the  arrival  of  more  than  2000  Germans  at  New  York> 
and  a  certain  information  that  de  GrafTe  would  make 
his  firft  appearance  in  the  Chefapeak,  commence  his 
operations  in  Virginia,  and  could  not  continue  long 
on  the  coafts.  I  am  now  advanced  to  Philadelphia  with 
more  than  2000  American  infantry,  a  regiment  of  ar- 
tillery, and  fuch  apparatus  for  a  fiege  as  we  could  com- 
mand." 

The  fubfequent  operations  of  the  allied  troops  muft 
be  related  the  next  opportunity :  only  let  me  mention 
how  the  French  behaved,  while  refiding  at  Newport, 
and  on  their  march  to  Philadelphia.     During  their  whole 
flay  at  Newport,  they  did  not  damage  the  property  of 
the  inhabitants  to  the  amount  of  a  hundred  dollars.  The 
towns  people  could  walk  about  in  the  evening  and  at 
night,  with  as  much  fafety  as  if  there  were  no  troops 
in  the  place.     Officers  of  the  firft  rank  and  quality  con- 
verfed  with  traders,  merchants  and  gentlemen,  whenever 
the  language  of  either  was  enough  underftood  to  admit 
of  it,  with  the  utmoft  affability.      Their  eafy  manners 
and  condefcending  civility  endeared  them  to  the  citizens 
among  whom  they  were  quartered  j  and  produced  com- 
parifons  between  them  and  the  bulk  of  Britifli  officers 
who  had  been  before  among  them,  no  wife  to  the  ad- 
vantage  of  the   latter.     When  the  foldiers  were   en- 
camped out  of  Newport,  the  cows  grazing  in  the  adjoin- 
ing fields  were  never  injured,  or  fo  much  as  milked. 
They  were  rather  a  guard  than  a  nuifance.     The  voice 
of  individuals  and  of  the  people  at  large,  commended 
them  for  their  exemplary  behaviour.    When  they  march- 
ed through  the  country  in  their  way  to  the  American 
army,  their  two  columns  obferved  uncommon  regula-* 
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rity;  and  a  gentleman  in  a  public  character  told  me,  178l» 
that  when  they  patted  through  his  town,  they  did  not  do 
more  damage  than  if  they  had  been  a  couple  of  Ame- 
rican corporals  guards.  The  fame  conduct  was  prac- 
tifed  elfewhere.  Every  care  was  taken  to  put  the  inha- 
bitants to  the  leaft  pofTible  inconvenience :  thefe  were 
agreeably  furprifed  at  finding  that  fuch  a  number  of 
men  in  arms'  could  occafion  fo  little  difturbance  and 
trouble.  They  were  welcome  guefts  too,  as  they  paid 
punctually  for  all  they  wanted,  with  hard  money.  Here 
let  it  be  remarked,  chat  the  abundance  of  hard  money 
which  was  brought  into  the  United  States,  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  French  navy  and  army,  furnifhed  a  quantity 
of  cafh  that  was  extremely  uieful  to  the  Americans, 
and  in  a  degree  checked  the  rapid  growth  of  their  diftrefles 
through  the  expiring  ftate  of  the  paper  currency.  The 
union  of  thefe  feveral  particulars,  and  the  expectation  of 
further  benefits  in  military  operations,  placed  the  Ame- 
ricans and  French  on  the  moft  friendly  footing,  though  a 
few  years  before  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  reviling, 
hating  and  fighting  with  each  other. 

Accounts  of  the  military  an*d  naval  operations  at  Pen- 
facola  and  in  the  Weft  Indies  having  reached  the  conti- 
nent, the  fame  fhall  now  be  related. 

Don  Bernardo  cie  Galvez  having  extended  his  views  to 
the  taking  of  Penfacola,  and  thereby  completing  the  con- 
queft  of  Weft  Florida,  went  to  the  Havannah  to  for- 
ward and  take  upon  him  the  command  of  the  force 
deftined  for  that  fervice.  Soon  after  the  fleet  had  failed, 
jt  was  nearly  ruined  by  a  hurricane.  Four  capital  (hips, 
fcefide  others,  were  loft ;  and  all  on  board  perifhed  to 
the  amount  of  more  than  2000.  The  remainder  of  the 
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*781' fleet  put  back  to  the  Havannah;  the  critical  arrival  of 
four  ilore  fhips  from  Spain,  enabled  them  to  refit  fpeedily  ; 
and  five  fail  of  the  li-ne>  with  fmaller  veffels,,  were  dif- 
patched  to  conduct  Don  Galvez,  with  between  7  and 
Mar.  8000  land  forces,  on  the  expedition.     They  arrived  be- 
9'      fore  Penfacola  on  the  9th  of  March,  and  were  followed 
in  time  by  Don  Solano  with  the  remainder  of  the  fleet, 
the  whole  amounting  to  1 5  fail  of  the  line.     The  en- 
trance of  the  harbour  could  not  be  long  defended  againft 
ib  great  a  power.     The  pafifage  was  forced ;  the  landing, 
effected;  the  ground  broken,  and  the  fiege  commenced 
in  form  by  fea  and  land.     The  garrifon  was  weak ;  and 
compofed  of  the  remains  of  Britifh  regiments,  of  Mary- 
land and  Pennfylvania  royalifts,  of  Waldeckers,  failors,. 
marines,  inhabitants  and  negroes. 

By  the  prudent  management  of  gen.  Campbell,  there 
was  not  the  imallefl  difcordance  in  fo  motley  a  garri- 
fon ;  and  to  their  praife,  they  behaved  bravely  and  pa- 
tiently through  every  part  of  the  fiege.     The  defence 
was  vigorous.     In  the  firft  week  of  May  the  Spaniards 
had  done  nothing  decifive  -,  and  yet  they  were  not  flack 
in  advancing  their  works.     The  fate  of  the  place  was 
inevitable  -,    but  the  reduction  of  it  would  have  coil 
them  c'onfiderably  more  time  and  trouble,  if  an  accident 
had  not  fruftrated  the  hopes  of  the  befieged.     The  fall- 
ing of  a  bomb,  near  the  door  of  the  magazine  belong- 
ing to  the  redoubt,  and  which  lay  under  its  centre,  de- 
cided the  fate  of  Penfacola.     The  burfting  of  the  bomb 
forced  open  the  door ;  fet  fire  to  the  powder  within ;  and 
in  an  inftant  the  whole  redoubt  was  nearly  a  heap  of 
nibbifh.     Two  flank  works  ftill  remained  entire  -,  and 
through  the  coolaefs  and  intrepidity  of  the  officers  who 

com- 
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commanded  in  them,  and  the  excellent  ufe  they  made1?3*' 
of  their  artillery,  the  befiegers,  who  rufhed  on  to  take 
advantage  of  the  confufion  and  to  ftorm  the  place,  were 
in  their  firft  onfet  repulfed.  By  this  brave  exertion, 
time  was  obtained  to  carry  off  the  wounded,  and  fuch 
artillery  as  was  not  buried  in  the  ruins.  But  the  enemy 
bringing  on  their  whole  force  to  attack  the  flank  works, 
they  were  necefTarily  abandoned.  In  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  and  without  the  moil  diftant  hope  of  relief,  it 
would  have  been  madnefs  to  contend  longer.  An  ho- 
norable capitulation  was  obtained  by  Mr.  Chefter  the 
governor,  and  gen.  Campbell.  The  place  was  delivered  M 
up  on  the  9th  of  May.  The  Britifh  troops  were  allowed  9» 
to  march  out  with  the  honors  of  war  j  were  to  be  con- 
du6led  to  one  of  the  ports  belonging  to  Great  Britain, 
the  port  of  Auguftine  and  the  iOand  of  Jamaica  only 
excepted  ;  and  were  not  to  ferve  againft  Spain  or  her 
allies  until  properly  exchanged.  The  Americans  are 
not  pleafed  that  the  exception  was  pot  extended  -,  as  it 
left  the  Britifh  at  liberty  to  lend  them  to  New  York, 
where  a  part  of  them  arrived  in  a  polacre  on  the  4th  of 


Sir  George  Rodney,  in  confluence  of  information 
concerning  the  French  fleet  under  the  count  de  GrafTe, 
detached  the  admirals,  Sir  Samuel  Hood  and  Drake, 
"with  17  fail  of  the  line,  to  cruife  off  Fort  Royal  for  the 
purpofe  of  intercepting  him.  On  the  28th  of  April^g. 
fome  of  Sir  Samuel's  headinofl  fhips  returned  haftily  in 
fight,  and  with  fignals  announced  the  appearance  of  a 
fuperior  fleet  and  a  numerous  convoy  to  the  windward 
of  Point  Salines.  The  admiral  made  the  fignal  for  a 
general  chace  to  windward  :  and  at  night  it  was  deter- 
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mined  by  the  admirals  to  continue  the  line  a-head  (whic!> 
had  been  previously  formed)  fo  that  getting  as  much  as 
poflible  to  windward,  they  might  clofe  in  with  Fort 
Royal  at  day  light,  and  cut  off  the  enemy  from  the 
harbour.  In  the  morning  the  French  appeared,  their 
convoy  keeping  clofe  in  with  the  land,  while  count  de 
Grafife  drew  up  his  fleet  in  a  line  of  battle  a-breaft  for 
their  protection  :  notwithstanding  the  utmoft  exertions  of 
the  Britifh,  he  was  joined  by  four  fhips  of  the  line  and 
a  fifty  from  Fort  Royal  harbour.  The  Brhifti  com- 
manders ufed  every  manoeuvre  to  bring  him  to  clofe 
action :  but  he  being  to  windward,  and  fo  having  the 
choice,  preferred  a  long  fhot  diftance.  A  partial  en- 
gagement commenced.  The  van  and  the  neareft  Ihips 
in  the  centre  of  the  Britifh,  were  expofed  to  a  long  and 
heavy  weight  of  fire  in  their  ftruggles  to  clofe  the 
French  and  get  to  the  windward :  but  fuffered  chiefly 
in  their  malts,  hulls  and  rigging.  The  action  lafted 
about  three  hours ;  when  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  finding 
that  not  one  fhot  in  ten  of  the  French  reached,  and  that 
his  attempts  to  gain  the  wind  were  fruitlefs,  ceafed 
firing.  Five  fhips  were  rendered  unfit  for  immediate 
fervice ;  and  the  RufTel  received  fo  many  fhots  between 
wind  and  water,  that  flic  was  obliged  to  bear  away  for 
Statia.-  The  count  de  GrafTe  had  now  a  decided  fupe- 
riority ;  and  the  following  day  would  have  brought  on 
a  clofe  engagement,  which  was  prevented  by  the  unex- 
pected manoeuvres  of  Sir  Samuel.  After  various  move- 
ments on  , the  part  of  the  two  fleets  through  the  clay, 
the  Britifo  bore  away  in  the  night  for  Antigua.  The 
French  purfued  in  the  morning,  came  up  with  the  Tor- 
bay  (which  received  feveral  fhot  and  fome  damage  be- 
fore 
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fore  ihe  could  be  relieved)  and  continued  the  purfuit1?81* 
through  the  reft  of  the  day,  but  languidly. 

The  arrival  of  the  Ruffel  indicated  to  Sir  George 
Rodney  the  danger  of  attending  longer  to  the  fale  of 
the  effects  of  Statia.  She  was  repaired  with  the  utmofl 
•expedition,  and  in  three  days  after  her  arrival,  adm. 
Rodney  and  gen.  Vaughan,  with  the  Sandwich,  Tri- 
umph, Ruffel,  and  fome  land  forces,  proceeded  to  join 
Sir  Sam.  Hood  and  to  protect  the  iflands.  After  fbme 
time  the  Britiih  fleet  failed  from  Antigua  to  Barbadoes. 
Meanwhile  the  marquis  de  Bouille,  with  a  body  of  troops  M  „ 
under  the  viicount  Darnas,  landed  in  the  night  at  St.  1°. 
Lucie,  whofe  garrifon  was  weak.  The  accidental  ar- 
rival of  a  frigate,  and  of  two  (loops  of  war,  who  in- 
flantly  landed  their  feamen  and  marines  to  man  the  bat- 
teries, contributed  much  to  the  preservation  of  the 
ifland.  The  moft  vigorous  preparations  were  made  by 
gen.  St.  Leger  for  the  defence  of  the  different  pofts. 
The  French  fleet,  of  25  fail  of  the  line,  bore"  down 
with  a  view  of  anchoring  in  Grofs  Iflet  Bay;  but  were 
received  with  fo  fevere  a  fire,  that  they  retired  to  lee- 
ward. The  marquis  reimbarked  his  troops  in  the  night, 
and  the  whole  fleet  flood  over  to  Martinico  the  next 


morning, 


On  the  clay  Sir  George  Rodney  arrived  at  Barbadoes  23. 
.with  the  fleet,  a  fmali  French  fquadron,  with  about  1200 
land  forces,  appeared  off  Tobago,  and  the  troops  were 
landed  the  next  day.  .  Gov,  Fergufon  immediately  dif- 
patched  the  Rattleinake  with  intelligence  to  the  admiral  j 
and  the  captain  had  the  good  fortune  to  deliver  the 
difpatch  at  12  o'clock  on  the  nigh't  of  the  20th.  Rodney 
conceiving  aright  either  of  the  force  of  die  invaders, 
K  3  or 
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J78*«or  the  ftrength  of  the  garrifon,  contented  himfelf  with 
fending  Drake  with  fix  fail  of  the  line,  fome  frigates,  a 
regiment,  and  two  additional  companies  to  the  relief  of 
the  ifland.  Drake  was  i  nitri^ed,  after  landing  the 
forces,  and  endeavouring  to  deftroy  the  fquadron  by 

M     which  Tobago  was  invefted,  to  rejoin  "Rodney  without 

29.  a  moment's  bis  of  time.  On  the  day  he  left  Barbadoes, 
Sir  George  received  information  that  the  French  grand 
fieet  was  apparently  flan-ding  toward  Tobago.  When 
Drake  made  it  on  the  morning  of  the  joth,  he  difco- 
yere'd  de  Grafie  with  feveral  fhips  to  leeward,  between 
him  and  the  ifland.  He  explored  the  count's  fituation 
and  ilrength ;  and  on  obferving  that  it  confided  of  27 
fail  of  the  line,  fo  that  it  was  impofiible  to  afford  any 
relief  to  the  ifland,  he  hauled  his  wind  and  failed  back; 
but  was  purfued  to  a  confiderable  diftance,  while  two  of 
his  fwifteft  frigates  were  difpatched  to  inform  Rodney 
of  his  return.  Drake  arrived  in  light  of  Carlifle-bay 
on  the  2d  of  June,  but  the  remainder  of  the  Britiih 
fieet  did  not  come  out  till  the  following  day.  The 

31.  -Freridh  had  landed  on  the  31  ft  of  May,  another  body 
of  1200  men;  while  the  force  employed  for  the  defence 
of  Tobago,  including  regulars,  militia  and  feamen^ 
amounted  only  tp  427  whites,  befide  a  fmall  party  of  40 
armed  negroes.  Thefe  were  encamped  on  mount  Con- 
cordia;  where  they  remained  from  the  25th  of  May  to 
the  i  ft  of  June,  when  they  evacuated  the  pofl  at  one 
in  the  morning,  and  retired  to  their  laft  faftnefs,  the 
way  to  which  was  extremely  difficult.  The  marquis  de 
Bouille  purfued  the  garrifon  with  the  utmoft  eagernefs ; 
but  finding  his  troops  overcome  by  the  hear,  while  the 
fugitives  were  ftill  four  miles  a-head  of  him,  and  that  he 

could 
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could  not  even  procure  any  perfon  who  would  conduct  1781 
his  troops  through  the  intricate  ways  they  had  to  pafs, 
he  determined  upon  making  terror  unite"  with  force  in 
the  fhortening  of  a  bufmefs,  which  might  be  not 
only  tedious,  but  prove  an  hinderance  to  other  great 
objects  flill  in  view.  He  accordingly  ordered  two  capital 
plantations,  which  were  nearer^  at  hand,  to  be  reduced 
to  aflies ;  and  perceiving  that  their  deftruction  did  not 
produce  the  defired  effect,  he  ordered  that  four  more 
fhould  meet  with  a  fimilar  fate  at  the  commencement  of 
^very  four  hours,  till  a  furrender  Ihould  be  made  to  the 
morning  fummons  he  had  fent  to  the  garrifon.  The 
militia  now  abfolutely  refufed  to  hold  out  any  longer. 
All  the  governor's  remonftrances  were  in  vain.  The 
commanding  officer  of  the  regulars  refufed  to  obey  his 
orders,  and^the  foldiers  determined  to  capitulate.  The 
governor  was  at  length  prevailed  on  to  confent  to  a  capi- 
tulation, which  took  place  on  the  cid  of  June.  The  2. 
conditions  were  exceedingly  favorable  and  advantageous 
to  the  ifland. 

The  Britifh  fleet,  amounting  to  20  or  21  {hips  of  the 
line,  were  foon  informed  oh  their  arrival  off  Tobago 
of  the  lofs  of  tj|e  iiland.  The  next  day  they  were  in 
fight  of  the  French  fleet,  confirming  of  24  fail  of  the 
line.  The  Britifh  {hips  were  cleared  with  the  utmoft 
alacrity  for  action.  Count  de  Grafie  was  to  leeward, 
and  feemed  more  difpoied  tp  feek  than  to  fhun  an  en- 
gagement: the  option  was  on  the  fide  of  Sir  George 
Rodney,  who  in  the  prefent  inftance  declined  fighting, 
and  probably  on  very  warrantable  grounds.  Soon  after, 
the  count  failed  for  Martinico. 

Certain  acts  of  congrefs  here  delerve  to  be  noticed. 

K  4  On 
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J78l«      On  the  26th  of  May,  Mr.  Morris,  twelve  days  after 

May 

26.    he  had  fignified  his  acceptance  of  the  office  of  fuperin- 

tendant  of  finance,  had  the  fatisfa6tion  of  learning,  thac 
the  congrefs  had  that  day  approved  of  the  plan  for  efta- 
blifhing  a  national  bank  in  the  United  States,  which  he 
had  fubmitted  to  their  confideration  on  the  i7th.  They 
refolved  to  promote  and  fupport  it ;  and  that  the  fub- 
fcribers  fhotild  be  incorporated  under  the  name  of—  fhe 
frejidenty  directors  and  company  of  the  bank  of  North 
America.  They  alfo  recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates 
the  making  of  proper  laws  for  the  prevention  of  other 
banks  or  bankers  being  eftablifhed  or  allowed  within  the 
faid  dates  refpeftively  during  the  war.  It  is  thought, 
that  this  bank  wi"  be  of  eminent  fervice  to  the  United 
States,  and  tend  greatly  to  lefien  their  embarrafTments ; 
and  that  it  will  be  no  lefs  beneficial  to  the  public  than 
to  the  individual  fubfcribefs. 

june       Congrefs  agreed  "  That  the  rniniiler  plenipotentiary 
H-     at  Verfailles,  be  authorized  to  offer  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne 
jujy  in  exchange  for   the   honorable  Henry  Laurens.     On 
Z3-    July  the  sjd,  they  refolved — "  That  five  fuitable  per- 
fons  be  appointed  and  authorized  to  open  a  fubfcription 
for  a  loan  of  30,000  dollars,  for  the  fhpport  of  fuch  of 
the  citizens  of  South  Carolina  and   Georgia,  as  have 
been  driven  from  their  country  and  pofleflions  by  the 
enemy,  the  faid  ftates  refpedively,  by  their  delegates  in 
congrefs,  pledging  their  faith  for  the  repayment  of  the 
furps  fo  lent  with  intereft,  ih  proportion  to  the  fums 
which  fhall  be  received  by  their  refpcctive  citizens,  as 
foon  as  the  legiflatures  of  the  faid  ftates  lhall  feverally 
be  in  condition  to  make  provifion  for  fo  doing,  and  con- 
grefs hereby   guaranteeing  this  obligation;— That  the 
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faid  live  perfons  do  alfo  receive  voluntary  and  free  dorta-  X78l 
tions  to  be  applied  to  the  further  relief  of  the  faid  fuf- 
ferers : —Ordered,  That  the  prefident  fend  a  copy  of  the 
above  refolution  to  the  executives  of  the  fever al  dates 
not  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  requefting  them  to  pro- 
mote the  fuccefs  of  the  faid  loan  and  donation  in  fuch 
way  as  they  lhali  think  bed." 

To  your  comprehending  this  refolution,  you  mufl  be 
informed  of  the  following  particulars.  In  June,  a  gene- 
ral exchange  of  prifoners  was  agreed  to  for  the  fouthern 
dates,  in  which  the  militia  on  both  fides  were  refpec- 
tively  exchanged  for  each  other.  Notwithstanding  every 
difficulty,  a  considerable  number  of  the  inhabitants  had 
perfeveringly  refnfed  to  become  Britifh  fubjects.  Thefe 
being  exchanged,  were  delivered,  as  well  as  the  conti- 
nental officers>  at  the  American  polls  in  Virginia  and 
Pennfylvama.  The  fufFering  friends  of  independence 
exulted  at  the  profpect  of  their  being  releafed  from  con- 
finement, and  reflored  to  activity  in  their  country's 
caufe :  but  their  profpedts  were  obfcured  by  the  diftrefles 
brought  on  their  families  by  this  otherwife  defirable 
event.  On  the  25th  of  June  the  Britifh  commandant 
at  Charlefto\vn,  lieut.  col.  Balfour,  iflued  the  following 
order — "  As  many  perfons  lately  exchanged  as  prifon- 
ers of  war,  and  others  who  have  long  chofe  to  refide  in 
the  colonies  now  in  rebellion,  have,  notwithstanding  fuch 
their  abfence,  wives  and  families  ftill  remaining  here, 
the  weight  of  which,  on  all  accounts,  it  is  equally  im- 
politic as  ihconfiftent  fhould  longer  be  fuffered  to  reft 
on  the  government  eilabliihed  here  and  the  refources  of 
it — The  commandant  is  therefore  pleafed  to  direct,  that 
all  fuch  women,  children  and  others  as  above  defcribed, 
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*7Sl»iliould  quit  this  town  and  province  on  or  before  the  firfl 
day  of  Auguft  next  enfuing ;  of  which  regulation  all 
fuch  perfons  are  hereby  ordered  to  take  notice,  and  to 
jremove  themfelves  accordingly." 

Here  let  me  introduce  an  account  of  the  manner 
in  which  moft  of  the  whig  ladies  conducted  while 
they  remained  in  Charleftown.  They  fhowed  an 
amazing  fortitude,  and  the  ftrongeft  attachment  to 
the  caufe  of  their  country,  and  gloried  in  the  appel- 
lation of  rebel  ladies.  Neither  foothing  perfuafions, 
nor  menacing  hints,  nor  their  own  natural  turn  for 
gaiety  and  aqnufcment,  could  prevail  on  them  to 
grace  the  ball  or  afleinbly  with  their  prefence,  to  oblige 
the  Britifli  officers  with  their  hand  in  a  dance,  or  even 
to  accompany  them,  notwithftanding  the  engaging  .qua- 
lities that  many  of  them  pofTefTed.  But  no  fooner  was 
.an  American  officer  introduced  as  a  prifoner,  than  his 
company  was  fought  for  and  his  perfon  -treated  with 
every  poffible  mark  of  attention  and  refpect.  They 
even  vifited  the  prifon  fhips  and  other  places  of  confine- 
ment to  fblace  their  fuffering  countrymen.  At  other 
feafons  they  retired  in  a  great  meafure  from  the  public 
eye,  wept  over  the  diftrefles  of  their  country,  and  gave 
every  proof  of  the  warmer!  attachment  to  its  fuSering 
caufe.  In  the  height  of  the  Britiih  conquefts,  when 
poverty  and  ruin  feemed  the  unavoidable  portion  of  every 
adherent  to  tjie  independence  of  America,  they  difcq- 
yered  more  firmnefs  than  the  men.  Many  of  them,  like 
guardian  angels,  preferyed  their  hufnands  from  falling 
in  the  hour  of  temptation,  when  intereft  and  conveni- 
ence had  alrnoft  gotten  the  better  of  honor  and  patri- 
otifm.  .Many -.examples  could  be  produced  of  their 

cheerfully 
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cheerfully  parting  with  their  fons,  hufbands  and  brothers  *7**- 
(among  thofe  who  were  bamfhed,  and  whofe  property 
was  feized  by  the  conquerors)  exhorting  them  to  forti- 
tude, and  repeatedly  entreating  them  never  to  fuffer 
family  attachments  to  interfere  with  the  duty  they  owed 
to  their  country.  Such  exemplary  patriotifm  excited  in 
feveral  Britifh  officers  a  mean  refentment,  which  put 
them  upon  employing  the  negroes  in  rude  infults  on 
thofe  diftinguiflied  heroines.  When  the  fuccefles  of 
gen.  Greene  afforded  the  latter  an  opportunity,  they 
adopted  a  genteel  retaliation  by  drefling  in  green  and 
ornamenting  their  perfons  with  green  feathers  and  rib<- 
bons,  and  thus  parading  the  ftreets  in  triumph. 

The  gentlemen,  who  had  been  removed  from  Charlef- 
town  to  St.  Auguftine,  as  has  been  already  related,  ob- 
tained their  releafe  by  the  general  exchange,  and  were 
delivered  at  Philadelphia.  They  had  fuffered  greatly 
fmce  they  were  fent  off.  Lieut,  gov.  Gadfden,  to  ex- 
prefs  his  indignation  at  the  ungenerous  treatment  he  had 
met  with,  refufed  to  accept  an  offered  parole  in  St. 
Auguftine  ;  and  with  the  greatefl  fortitude,  bore  a  clofe 
confinement  in  the  caftle  for'Torty-two  weeks,  rather 
than  give  a  fecond  parole  to  a  power  which  he  con- 
fidered  as  having  plainly  violated  the  engagement  con- 
tained in  the  firft.  The  other  gentlemen  renewed  their 
paroles  and  had  the  liberty  of  the  town,  but  were  treated 
with  much  indignity.  As  if  no  dependence  could  be 
placed  on  their  honor,  they  were  orcfered  every  day  to 
appear  on  the  public  parade,  and  to  anfwer  to  their 
names  at  roll  calling.  For  upward  of  ten  months  they 
were  debarred  from  correfponding  with  their  wives  and 
families.,  imlefs  they  would  iubject  every  letter  to  exami- 
nation. 
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I78l-niition.     Deftitute of  gold  and  filver,  they  could  fcarcelf 
fupport  themfelves;  and  were  lefs  able  to  provide  for 
their  connections,  who  were  left   in   want  and  in  the 
-power  of  the  conquerors.     The  ear-lied  alleviation  of 
their  fbrrows,  after  the  cartel  had  been  iettled,  was  de- 
nied to  them.     Though  their  wives  and  children,  who 
had  been  left  in  Charleftown,  were  ordered  to  Philadel- 
phia at  the  fame  time  with  themfelves,  Balfour  gave  ex- 
prefs  direction  that  they  fhould  not  be  fuffered  to  touch 
at  Charleftown.     More  than  a  thoufand  perfons  were, 
by  the  meafures  of  the  commandant,  exiled  from  their 
-homes,  and  thrown  on  the  charity  of  ftrangers  for  their 
fupport.     Hufbands  and  wives,    parents  and  children, 
fome  of  whom  had  been  for  feveral  months  feparated 
from  each  other,  were  doomed  to  have  their  firft  inter- 
view in  a  diftant  land.     To  alleviate  the  diftreffes  of 
thefe  and  fimilar  fufferers,  cougrefs  paffed  the  preceding 
.jdblution.     The  propriety  of  it  was  {till  more  apparent 
fome  time   after,  when   what   had  been    tranfacted   at 
Charleftown  was  known.     Several  of  the  exchanged  per- 
fons were  owners  of  landed  property  in  that  town ;  and 
by  the  capitulation  had  an  undoubted  right  to  difpofe  of 
.  it  for  their  own  advantage.     They  were  however  de- 
barred that  liberty  by  the  following  order,  iflued  on  the 
nth  of  July — u  The  commandant  is  pleafed  to  direct, 
that  no  perfon,  Jiving  under  the  rebel  government,  fhall 
have  liberty,  or  grant  power  to  others  for  fo  doing,  to 
let  or  leafe  any  houfe  within  this  town  without  a  fpecial 
licenfe  for  fo  doing,  as  it  is  intended  to  take  all  fuch 
houfes  as  may  be  wanted  for  the  public  fervice,  paying 
to  the  owners  of  thofe  fecured  by  the  capitulation  a 
reafonabk  rent  for  the  fame,  as  by  this  means  govern- 
ment 
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ment  will  be  enabled  to  reinftate  its  firm  friends  in  pof- 
fefiion  of  their  own  houfes  within  alhort  fpace  of  time." 
In  confequence  of  this  mandate,  the  exchanged  fufferers 
could  make  no  prefent  advantage  of  their  property  in 
Charleftown,  and  were  fubjeded  to  the  pleafure  of  the 
Britifh  for  any  future  compenfation. 

When  the  general  exchange  took  place  in  June,  out 
of  nineteen  hundred  prifoners  taken  at  the  furrender  of 
Charleftown,  on  the  i2th  of  May,  1780,  and  feveral 
hundreds  more  taken  afterward  at  Camden  and  Fifhirig 
Creek,  on  the  i6th  and  i8th  of  Auguft,  only  feven 
Hundred  and  forty  v/ere  reftored  to  the  iervice  of  their 
country.  The  unfortunate  men  were  crowded  on  board 
the  prifon  {hips  in  fuch  numbers,  that  feveral  were 
obliged  to  (land  up  for  want  of  room  to  lie  down.  Con- 
grefs  could  not  command  hard  money  for  their  relief. 
Wine,  and  fuch  like  comforts,  particularly  neceflary  for 
the  fick  in  fouthern  climates,1  could  not  be  obtained 
from  the  Britifh  hofpitals.  Many  died.  But  it  was  not 
.by  deaths  alone  that  the  Americans  were  deprived  of 
their  foldiers.  Lord  Charles-Greville  Montague  inlifted 
530  of  them  for  the  Britilh  fervice  in  Jamaica. 

The  exchange  brought  relief  to  the  continental  officers 
taken  at  Charleftown.  They  were  confined  to  Had- 
drelFs  Point  and  its  vicinity.  Far  from  friends  and  defti- 
tute  of  hard  money,  they  were  reduced  to  the  greateft 
ftraits.  Many  of  them,  though  born  in  affluence  arid 
habituated  to  attendance,  were  compelled  to  do  not 
only  the  moft  menial  offices  for  themfelves,  but  could 
fcarcely  procure  the  plained  necefTaries  of  life.  During 
a  captivity  of  thirteen  months,  they  received  no  more 
:from  their  country  than  nine  days  pay.  They  were  de- 
barred 
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781.  barred  the  liberty  of  fifhing  for  their  fupport,  though 
their  great  leifure  and  many  wants  made  it  an  object 
not  only  as  an  amuiement,  but  as  a  mean  of  fupplying 
their  necefiities.  After  bearing  thefe  evils  with  forti- 
tude, they  were  informed  in  March,  by  lieut.  col.  Bal- 
four,  that,  by  pofitive  orders  from  lord  Cornwallis,  he 
was  to  fend  them  to  fome  one  of  the  Weft  India  iflands. 
Preparations  were  made  for  the  execution  of  the  man- 
date j  but  the  general  exchange  of  prifoners  rendered 
them  abortive. 

It  appearing  to  congrefs  from  the  reprefentation  of 
the  American  gov.  Clinton  and  other  information,  that 
commiffions  had  been  granted  by  the  gov.  of  Connec- 
ticut, authorizing  the  perfons  to  whom  they  were  given, 
among  other  things,  to  go  on  Long  I  (land  and  other 
iflands  adjacent,  and  feize  the  goods  and  merchandife 
they  fhould  there  find,  the  property  of  Britifh  fubjects ; 
and  that  the  faid  commiiTions  were  attended  with  many 
abufes  dangerous  to  the  public,  as  well  as  diftrefilng  to 
the  citizens  and  friends  of  thefe  United  States,  inhabiting 
the  faid  iflands,  fome  of  whom,  under  pretext  of  the 
powers  contained  in  fuch  commiflions,  had  been  plun- 
dered of  their  property,  and  otherwiie  badly  treated : 
and  that  the  further  continuance  of  the  faid  commifTiona 
would  impede  the  public  fervice  in  that  quarter, — they 
<c  Therefore  refolved,  that  the  gov.  of  Connecticut  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  defired  immediately  to  revoke  fuch 
commiffions,  fo  far  as  they  authorize  the  feizure  of  goods 
on  Long  I  (land  or  elfewhere,  on  land  not  within  the  ilatc 
of  Connecticut."  It  was  high  time  to  revoke  them,  for 
under  their  cover  a  fet  of  unprincipled  plunderers  com- 
mitted 
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iTikted  greater  ravages  upon  many  of  the  faft  friends  of J78l» 
America,  than  the  words  of  congrefs  fully  exprefs. 

In  confequence  of  inftru&ions  of  Auguft  the  jd,  gen. 
Wafhington  wrote  on  the  'lift — cc  The  almoft  dally  21. 
complaints  of  the  fe verities  exercifed  toward  the  Ame^ 
rican  marine  prifoners  in  New  York,  have  induced  the 
congrefs  to  direct  me  to  remonftrate  to  the  command- 
ing officer  of  his  Britifh  majefty's  fhips  upon  the  fubu 
ject.  The  principal  complaint  now  is,  the  inadequacy 
of  the  room  in  the  prifon  fhips,  to  the  number  of  pri- 
foners confined  on  board  them,  which  occafions  the  death 
of  many,  and  is  the  occafion  of  moft  intolerable  in  con-; 
veniencies  and  diilrefles  to  thofe  who  furvive."  He 
had  written  early  in  the  fpring  to  Sir  H.  Clinton — c<  The 
very  healthy  condition,  in  which  all  prifoners  have  been 
returned  by  us  fmce  the  commence: iK-nt  of  the  waiv 
carries  with  it  a  conviction,  that  they  have  been  uni- 
formly and  comfortably  accommodated  and  fed  on  whole- 
fome  provifions.  So  conicious  have  I  been,  that  th6 
fituation  in  which  we  always  kept  prifoners  of  war  would 
bear  infpeclion,  that  I  have  never  been  averfe  to  having 
them  vifited  by  an  officer  of  your  own,  who  might  be 
a  witnefs  to  the  propriety  of  their  treatment.  A  requeft 
of  this  nature  was  a  very  little  time  ago  refufed  to  us  by 
the  officer  commanding  the  Britifh  navy  in  the  harbour 
of  New  York." 

On  Auguft  the  sift,  congrefs  authorized  gen.  Wafh- 
ington  to  go  into  a  full  exchange  of  gen.  Burgoyne,  and 
all  the  remaining  officers  of  the  Saratoga  convention ; 
and  refolyed  that  the  prifoners  taken  by  the  Britifh  at 
the  Cedars,  fhould  be  confidered  as  fubje&s  of  exchange. 
That  day  week  they  ordered  the  board  .qf  war  to  make  28, 

afale 
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,7gr.  a  fale  of  certain  cannon  and  ilores  in  the  flate  of  Rhode 
Ifland,  ter'Jfetie  only.     This  may  be  confidered  as  a  de-* 
clarative  a6l  on  their  part  againft  the  further  circulation. 
of  a  paper  currency.     It  has  indeed  ceafed  by. common 
confent.     Without  it  the  Americans  could  not  have  car- 
ried on  the  war  to  the  prefent  period.     The  public  be- 
nefit it  has  been  of  in  this  inftance,  will  compenfate  in 
the  eftimation  of  patriotic  politicians,  for  the  immenfe 
evils  of  which  it  has  otherwife  been  the  occafion.     The 
tender    laws   on    one  hand,    and  depreciation  on   the 
other,  rendered  it  the  bane  of  fociety.     All  clalTes  were 
infecled.     It  produced  a  rage  for  fpeculating,     The  me- 
chanic, the  farmer,  the  lawyer,  the  phyfician,  the  mem- 
ber of  congrefs,  and  even  a  few  of  the  clergy,  in  fome 
places,  were  contaminated,  and  commenced  merchants 
and  fpeculators.     The  morals  of  the  people  were  cor- 
rupted beyond  any  thing  that  could  have  been  believed 
prior  to  the  event.     All  ties  of  honor,  blood,  gratitude, 
humanity  and  juftice  were  diflblved.     Old  debts  were 
paid  in  feveral  Hates  when  the  paper  money  was  more 
than  70  for  one  in  hard  cafh  ;  and  in  Virginia  when  at 
300  for  one.  •   Brothers  defrauded  brothers,  children  pa- 
rents and  parents  children.  Widows,  orphans  and  others, 
who  had  lived  happily  on  their  annual  intereft,  were  imr- 
poverifhed  by  being  obliged  to  take  depreciated  paper 
for  the  fpecie  principal  that  had  been  lent  3  creditors 
were  frequently  compelled  to  receive  their  debts  in  that 
Currency,  from  men  who  confefTed  before  witnefies,  that 
the  cafh  they  borrowed  faved  them  and  their. families 
from  ruin.     A  perfon  who  had  been  fupplied  with  Ipecie 
in  the  jail  at  Philadelphia,  while  the  Britifh  had  poflef- 
of  the  city,  repaid  it  in  paper  afterward  at  a  tenth 

port 
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of  its  value.  No  clafs  of  people  fuffered  more  by 
the  depreciation  than  falary-men,  and  efpecially  the 
clergy,  particularly  in  the  New  England  flates.  They 
were  reduced  to  the  greateft  difficulties,  and  were  much 
injured.,  by  having  their  annual  incomes  paid  them  in 
paper,  without  having  the  badnefs  of  its  quality  com- 
penfated  in  the  quantity  allowed  them.  When  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  fome  compenfation  was  voted  to 
them  in  certain  places,  the  increafed  depreciation,  before 
the  falary  was  paid,  deftroyed  in  a  great  meafure  the 
efficacy  of  the  vote.  It.  has  been  obierved  by  fome, 
that  the  quakers  and  methodifts  in  Pennfylvania,  were 
faithful  to  their  old  engagements,  and  were  not  cor- 
rupted by  handling  paper  money.  Though  thefe  deno- 
minations excelled,  there  were  many  individuals  in  all 
religious  focieties  through  the  United  States  that  pre- 
ferved  their  integrity.  As  a  ftriking  inftance  of  the  na- 
ture and  effects  of  a  depreciating  paper  currency,  the 
following  is  related  out  of  many,  A  merchant  of  Bof- 
ton  fold  a  hogfliead  of  rum,  for  twenty  pounds,  cafk 
included.  The  purchafer  did  not  fettle  for  it,  till  after 
the  feller  applied  to  him  for  ah  empty  hogfhead,  for  which 
he  was  charged  thirty  pounds.  When  they  came  to 
fettle,  the  merchant  found  upon  examining,  that  he  had 
to  pay  a  balance  of  ten  pounds  on  that  very  cafk,  which, 
with  the  rum  it  contained,  he  had  fold  for  twenty. 

The  extinction  of  the  paper  has  occafioned  no  con- 
vulfion  j  and  the  fpecie  which  the  French  army  and  navy 
have-  already  introduced,  which  the  trade  now  opening 
with.the  Spanifh  and  French  Weft  India  iflands  will  fur- 
niih,  and  which  the  loan  from  France  will  fupply — this 
joint-  quantity  added  to  what  will  now  be  brought  into 

VOL.  IV. '  I, 
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*78l»ufe  by  thofe  whofe  precaution  led  them  to  (lore  up  their 
hard  money,  will  prevent  the  mifchiefs  that  muft  other- 
wife  have  enfued  from  a  total  want  of  a  circulating  me- 
dium. The  extraordinary  change  of  this  medium  with- 
out fhaking  the  United  States  to  the  very  foundation, 
intimates  a  peculiarity  in  the  circumftances  and  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  Americans,  diftinguifhiHg  them  from  the  in- 
habitants of  old  countries. 

A  few  detached  particulars  remain  to  be  related  be- 
fore the  prefent  letter  is  forwarded. 

On  the  nth  of  Auguft,  3000  German  troops  arrived 
at  New  York  from  Europe.  The  fame  day  the  Ame- 
rican frigate  Trumbull  was  carried  in  by  one  of  the 
king's  {hips.  This  capture  has  reduced  the  naval  force 
of  the  United  States  to  two  frigates,  the  Alliance  and 
the  Deane.  A  number  of  fine  privateers  have  alfo 
been  taken  by  the  royal  navy ;  but  there  are  ftill  a  great 
many  from  the  different  ftates  which  have  been  very 
fuccefsful. 

By  various  channels,  and  particularly  the  arrival  of  a 
French  frigate  from  Breft  on  the  i5th  of  Auguft,  cer- 
tain advice  has  been  received  of  the  French  having  cap- 
tured a  number  of  {hips  from  Statia.  It  feems,  that 
France  determining  to  profit  from  the  abfence  of  the 
Britifh  grand  fleet,  equipped  7  or  8  fhips  of  the  line  at 
Breft,  which  were  fent  out  in  the  beginning  of  May,  un- 
der M.  de  la  Motte  Piquet,  in  order  to  intercept  the 
Statia  convoy,  freighted  with  the  moft  valuable  com- 
modities taken  at  that  ifland,  as  well  as  a  rich  fleet  on 
its  way  home  from  Jamaica.  Mr.  Piquet  fucceeded 
in  the  firft  part  of  the  defign.  Commodore  Hotham 
had  only  four  fhips  for  the  prote&ion  of  the  Statia  con- 
voy 
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voy.  Fourteen  of  the  merchantmen  were  taken :  but 
the  men  of  war,  with  the  remainder  of  the  convoy, 
flickered  themfelves  in  fome  of  the  weftern  ports  of 
Ireland.  The  French  commander  confidering  the  num- 
ber and  richnefs  of  the  prizes,  gave  up  all  views  upon 
the  Jamaica  fleet,  and  returned  immediately  to  Breft, 
by  which  mean  he  efcaped  falling  in  with  the  Britifh 
fquadron.  We  have  learned,  that  the  fale  of  the  prizes 
was  advertifed  in  France  for  the  loth  of  July  laft. 

On  the  sfth  of  Auguft,  another  French  frigate  ar- 
rived in  Bofton,  with  two  large  veflels  under  her  con* 
voy.  They  were  on  their  pafTage  36  days  longer  than 
the  frigate  which  arrived  on  the  i5th.  They  have 
brought  clothing,  military  ftores,  and  a  quantity  of  fpe- 
cie.  Col.  Laurens  returned  by  this  conveyance.  He 
reached  France  by  the  middle  of  March,  and  executed 
his  commiflion  with  great  difpatch  and  fuccefs. 


LETTER      V.    . 

Rotter  dam  >  Q  Holer  ij,  1781. 
FRIEND  G, 

COmmodore  JohnftoneTs  fquadron,  which  failed  for 
the  Eaft  Indies,  confided  of  a  74,  a  64,  and  three 
50  gun  (hips,    befide  feveral  frigates,    a  bomb  veflel, 
ire  fhip,  and  fome  Hoops  of  war.     A  land  force,  com-. 
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1781.  manded  by  gen.  Meadows,  and  compofed  of  three  new 
regiments  of  1000  each,  accompanied  it.  Several  out- 
ward bound  Eafl  Indiamcn,  and  flore  or  ordnance  vef- 
fels,  went  out  with  this  convoy ;  and  the  whole  fleet, 
including  tranfports  and  armed  fhips,  amounted  to  more 
than  40  fail.  The  Dutch  war  undoubtedly  occafioned 
a  change  of  the  object  of  the  armament,  and  the  fub- 
flitution  of  an  attempt  upon  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
inftead  of  an  enterprife  againft  the  Spaniards  in  South 
America.  This  change  did  not  efcape  the  penetration 
of  France  and  Holland.  The  latter  therefore  applied 
to  her  new  ally  for  afliftance,  to  ward  off  the  danger  to 
which  all  her  Eaft  India  poiTefllons  would  be  expofed, 
ifjohnftone  fucceeded.  On  that  afquadron  of  five  fhips 
of  the  line,  and  fome  frigates,  with  a  body  of  land  forces, 
were  deftined  to  this  fervice,  under  Mr.  de  Suflrein, 
who  failed  from  Breft  in  company  wkh  count  de  GraiTe. 
The  naval  part  of  the  armament  was  ultimately  defigned 
to  oppofe  the  Britifh  fleet  in  the  Eaft  Indies :  but  Suf- 
freinVparticular  inftru&ions  were  to  purfue  and  coun- 
ter-act Johnftone,  upon  every  occasion  and  in  every 
poflible  manner,  keeping  at  the  fame  time  a  conftant 
eye  to  the  effectual  protection  of  the  Cape.  The  court 
of  Verfailles  was  accurately  informed  of  Johnftone's 
force,  and  of  all  the  circumftances  attending  the  con- 
voy ;  and  might  not  be  totally  ignorant  of  his  courfe, 
any  more  than  of  his  deflination. 

Commodore  Johnftone  put  into  the  Cape  de  Verd 
iflands  for  water  and  frefh  provifions.  There  being  no 
particular  apprehenfion  of  an  enemy,  the  fhips  lay  with- 
out much  care  or  order,  in  an  open  harbour  belonging 
to  the  principal  town  of  St.  JagOj  the  rnofl  coufiderable 

of 
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of  the  iflands.  A  great  number  of  the  crews  were  ab-i78i. 
fent  from  the  {hips,  and  were  engaged  in  various  oc- 
cupations, necefTary  to  the  preparation  or  fupply  of  fo 
many  veffels  for  fo  long  a  voyage.  Several  officers  and 
men  were  on  fhore  partaking  of  the  health  and  recre- 
ation of  the  ifland.  In  this  unprepared  ftate,  the  IfisA  -j 
man  of  war  difcovered  in  the  morning  a  fquadron  ap-  16. 
preaching  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  which  was  foon 
judged  to  be  French.  Signals  were  inftantly  thrown  out 
for  unmooring,  for  recalling  the  people  on  fhore,  and 
preparing  for  aclion.  The  Britifh  fleet  was  taken  at  a 
great  difadvantage.  Mr.  de  Suffrein,  leaving  his  convoy, 
was  foon  in  the  centre  of  it ;  the  French  Ihips  firing  on 
both  fides  as  they  parTed.  The  French  Hannibal  of  74 
guns  led  the  way  with  great  intrepidity,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Mr.  de  Tremingnon.  When  as  near  to  the 
Britifh  as  he  could  fetch,  he  dropped  his  anchor  with  a 
noble  air  of  refolution.  The  Heros  of  the  fame  force, 
Mr.  de  Suffrein's  own  fhip,  took  the  next  place  j  and 
the  Artefien  of  64,  anchored  aftern  of  the  Heros.  The 
Vengeur  and  Sphynx,  of  64  guns  each,  ranged  up  and 
down  as  they  could  through  the  crowd  of  fhips,  and 
fired  on  either  fide  at  every  one  they  pafled.  Commo- 
dore Johnftone's  own  fhip,  being  too  far  advanced  to- 
ward the  bottom  of  the  bay,  and  too  much  intercepted 
by  the  veflels  that  lay  between  to  take  an  active  part  in 
the  action,  he  quitted  her  and  went  on  board  another. 
The  engagement  lafted  about  an  hour  and  a  half.  Some 
time  after  it  began,  feveral  of  the  (E aft  India  fhips  fired 
with  good  effect  on  the  French.  In  about  an  hour  the 
fituation  of  the  French  {hips  at  anchor  became  too  in- 
tolerable to  be  endured j  and  the  captain  of  the  Artefien 
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1 78*.  being  killed,  fhe  cut  her  cable,  and  made  the  beft  of 
her  way  out.  Suffrein  deferted  by  his  fecpnd  aftern, 
found  the  danger  fo  great  that  he  followed  the  example. 
The  Hannibal  was  now  left  alone  to  be  fired  at  by  every 
fhip  whofe  guns  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  her,  while 
(he  herfelf  was  fo  injured,  that  her  returns  were  flow 
and  ineffective.  She  loft  her  bowfprit  and  all  her  mails, 
and  remained  a  mere  hulk  upon  the  water.  She  how-* 
ever  joined  the  other  fhips  at  the  mouth  of  the  bay ; 
was  towed  off  and  affifted  in  erecting  jury  mafts.  The 
commodore  purfued,  but  the  damage  fuftained  by  the 
Ifis,  the  nature  of  the  winds  and  currents,  with  the  late- 
i),efs  of  the  day,  concurred  in  preventing  his  renewing 
the  engagement.  The  French  bore  away  no  trophy  of 
the  action.  Confidering  the  clofenefs  of  it,  the  fmooth- 
nefs  of  the  water,  with  the  number  and  crowded  fitua- 
tion  of  the  fhipping,  the  lofs  of  men  was  very  fmall. 

Ma7  The  Britifh  fleet  failed  from  St.  Jago,  and  toward 
the  middle  of  June,  the  commodore  difpatched  capt. 
Pigot,  with  fome  of  the  beft  failing  frigates  and  cutters, 
toward  the  fouthern  extremity  of  Africa,  to  gain  intel- 
ligence if  poiTible  of  the  ftate  of  the  enemy  in  that  quar- 
ter, with  inftructions  to  rejoin  him  at  a  given  point  of 
latitude  and  longitude,  Pigot  fell  in  with  and  took  a 
large  Dutch  Eaft  India  fhip,  from  Saldanha  bay  near 
the  Cape.  She  was  laden  with  ftores  and  provifions, 
had  on  boarcj.  40,000!.  in  bullion,  and  was  bound  for  the 
ifle  of  Ceylon.  From  her  the  commodore  learned,  that 
Suffrein,  with  five  fhips  of  the  line,  moft  of  his  tranf- 
ports,  and  a  confiderable  body  of  troops,  had  arrived  at 
the  Cape  on  the  2ift  of  June;  and  that  feveral  home- 
vard  bound  Dutch  Eaft  India  Ihips  were  then  at  anchor 

in 
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in  Saldanha  bay,  about  14  leagues  to  the  northward  of  I78j. 
the  Cape  town  and  fort.      The  ti.nely  arrival  of  the 
French   fquadron  having  fruftrated  the  defigns  of  the 
Britifh  againfl  the  Cape,  Johnftone  determined  to  profit 
by  what  was  yet  within  reach,  and  to  attempt  pofTefling 
himfelf  of  the  Dutch  fhips  in  the  bay  of  Saldanha.    The 
fcheme  was  well  conducted.      The  Dutch  had  hardly 
time,  from  the  difcovery  to  the  coming  up  of  the  Bri- 
tifh fhips,    to  loofe  their  veiTels,  cut  their  cables,  and 
run  them  on  fhore.     The  men  of  war's  boats  being  in- 
ftantly  manned,  the  feamen  with  great  alacrity  boarded 
the  Indiamen  already  fet  on  fire,  extinguifhed  the  flames, 
#nd  faved  four  large  ones,  from  1000  to  1 100  tons  each. 
Johnftone's  difpatches  were  dated  the  21  ft  of  Auguft. 

Several  of  the  Englifh  counties  afibciated  and  chofe 
delegates,  to  give  fupport  and  efficacy  to  the  fubject  of 
their  former  petitions  to  parliament.     About  40  of  the 
delegates  met  in  London.     As  acting  for  their  condi- 
ments, they  prepared  a  petition  to  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, in  which  the  fubftance  of  thofe  already  prefented 
being  comprefled  within  a  narrower  compafs,  the  mat- 
ters of  grievance  and  the  redrefs  propofed  were  brought 
forward  in  one  clear  point  of  view.      But  to  obviate 
difficulties  and  prevent  objections,  they  figned  the  peti- 
tion merely  as  individual  freeholders,  without  any  af- 
fumption  or  avowal  of  their  delegated  powers  or  cha- 
racter.    The  petition  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Duncombe, 
one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  county  of  York,  and 
continued  for  fome  weeks  on  the  table,  till  the  recovery 
of  Sir  George  Saville,  who  was  to  proceed  with  the  bu- 
finefs.     Sir  George  introduced  his  motion  for  referring     S. 
the  petition  (after  the  ftrft  reading)  to  a  committee,  with 
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J78l-a  fpeech  of  very  confiderable  length.  After  a  long  de- 
bate, the  motion  for  committing  the  petition  was  over- 
ruled by  a  majority  of  160  to  86. 

The  war  with  the1  Dutch  made  it  necefiary  for  the 
Britifh  to  have  a  force  in  the  north  feas,  capable  of  in- 
juring their  commerce  on  that  fide  on  the  one  hand, 
and  of  protecting  their  own  on  the  other;    as  alfo  of 
cutting  off  the  Dutch  from  receiving  fupplies  of  naval 
{lores  wherewith  to  reftore  their  marine.     This  impor- 
tant  fervice  was  -intrufled  to  the  conduct  of  admiral 
Hyde  Parker.     The  admiral  failed  from  Portfmouth 
the  beginning  of  June,  with  four  fhips  of  the  line,  and 
a  fifty  giin  (hip  for  the  north  feas.     Mean  while  Holland 
ilrained  every  nerve  for  the  equipment  of  a  force,  that 
might  be  able  to  convoy  their  outward  bound  trade  to 
the  Baltic,  and  to  protect  its  return,  if  not  to  intercept 
the  Britifh,  and  become  m afters  of  thofe  feas.     Some 
days  after  the  middle  of  July,  admiral  Zoutman  and 
commodore  Kindfbergen  failed  from  the  Texel,  with  a 
great  -convoy  under  their  protection.     Their  force  con- 
lifted  of  eight  fhips  of  the  line  from  54  to  74  guns,  of 
10  frigates  and  5  floops.     Several  of  the  frigates  were 
very  large.     Admiral  Parker  was  on  his  return  with  a 
large  convoy  from  Elfineur.     He  had  been  joined  by 
feveral  Frigates  fmee  his  leaving  Portfmouth,  and  by  the 
Dolphin  of  44  guns,  and  in  this  crifis  he  was  reinforced 
by  a  74,     His  fieet  confided  of  an  80  gun  ihip,  two 
745,  a  64,  a  60,  a  50,  a  44,  a  40,    a  38,  a  36,  a  32, 
and  a  cutter  of  10  guns. 

The  hoftile  fleets  came  in  fight  of  each  other  on  the 
Dogger-Bank  early  in  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  Au_ 
gufl,     One  of  the  Dutch  line  of  battle  fhips  had  return- 
ed 
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ed  to  port;  but  as  a  forty-four  gun  fhip  was  fubftituted  J78 
in  her  place,  their  line  ftill  confided  of  eight  two  deckers. 
The  Britifh  commander  perceiving  the  number  and 
ftrength  of  the  Dutch  frigates,  detached  the  convoy 
with  orders  to  keep  their  wind,  fending  his  own  fri- 
gates along  with  them  for  their  protection,  and  then 
threw  out  a  general  fignal  to  the  fquadron  to  chafe.  The 
Dutch  likewife  lent  off  their  convoy  to  a  diftance,  when 
they  drew  up  with  great  coolnefs  in  order  of  battle,  and 
waited  the  attack  with  the  utmoft  compofure.  Neither 
fide  practifed  any  manoeuvre  to  elude  the  decifion  of  a 
naval  action.  The  parties  were  equally  determined  to  fight 
it  out.  A  gloomy  filence  exprefiive  of  the  moft  fixed  refb- 
lution  prevailed,  and  not  a  gun  was  fired,  until  the  fleets 
were  within  little  more  than  piftol  Ihot  diftance.  Adm. 
Parker  in  the  Fortitude  of  74  guns,  ranging  abreaft  of 
adm.  Zoutman's  fhip,  the  Admiral  de  Ruyter  of  68, 
the  action  commenced  with  the  utmoft  fury  and  violence 
on  both  fides.  The  cannonade  continued  without  in- 
termiffion  for  three  hours  and  forty  minutes.  Some  of 
the  Britifh  ihips  fired  2500  Ihot  each.  The  effect  of 
the  ancient  naval  emulation  was  eminently  difplayed  in 
the  obftinacy  of  the  battle.  In  the  beginning,  the  Bri- 
tifh  fire  was  remarkably  quick,  while  that  of  the  Dutch 
was  flow  j  when  it  clofed,  the  cafe  was  reverfed,  and  the 
fire  of  the  Dutch  was  remarkably  quick,  while  that  of 
the  Britifh  was  flow.  The  Britifh  Ihips  at  length  were 
fo  unmanageable,  that  though  tKeir  admiral  made  an  ef- 
fort to  form  the  line  that  he  might  renew  the  action, 
he  found  it  to  be  impracticable.  His  ihips  were  fhat- 
tered  in  their  mafts,  rigging  and  fails.  The  Dutch  were 
in.  a  ftill  worfe  condition,  fome  of  them  having  received 
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ihot  under  water.  Both  fquadrons  lay  to  a 
confiderable  time  near  each  other.  At  laft  the  Dutch 
bore  away  for  the  Texelj  and  the  Britifh  were  in  no 
condition  to  follow  them.  The  Hollandia  of  68  guns, 
one  of  their  bed  fhips,  went  down  in  the  night  of  the 
engagement  fo  fuddenly,  that  the  crew  were  reduced  to 
the  melancholy  neceflity  of  abandoning  their  wounded 
when  they  quitted  her.  Though  Ihe  funk  in  22  fathoms, 
her  top-mafts  were  ftill  above  water  and  her  pendant 
flying,  which  being  difcovered  in  the  morning  by  one 
of  the  Britifh  frigates,  was  (truck  and  carried  to  adm. 
Parker  as  a  trophy.  When  the  Dutch  entered  the  Texel, 
an  officer  from  the  fleet  went  on  board  the  Charleilown 
frigate  of  36  heavy  guns  upon  one  deck,  which  had 
been  lying  there  the  whole  time,  and  related  to  the  cap- 
tain the  particulars  of  the  a&ion. 

The  action  was  very  bloody.     On  the  fide  of  the 
Britifh,  who  were  the  leaft  fufferers  in  that  refpect,  104 
were  killed,  and  339  wounded  in  the  feven  ihips  that 
were  engaged.     Several  brave  officers  fell  on  both  fides. 
The  Britifh  regretted  much  the  death  of  capt.  Macart- 
ney, who  left  a  widow  and  large  family.     His  fon,  a 
boy  of  feven  years  old,  was  by  his  fide  when  he  was 
killed  :  his  fortitude,  as  well  upon  that  occafion  as  through 
the  whole  action,  aftonifhed  the  bolder!  feamcn  in  the 
fhip.     Mr.  Harrington,  one  of  adm.  Parker's  lieute- 
nants, an  officer  of  40  years  fervice,  and  of  the  moft 
diftinguifhed  merit,  was  mortally  wounded.     Though 
of  an  affluent  fortune  and  too  much  neglected,  he  nobly 
difdained  to  withdraw  his  profefilonal  abilities  from  the 
defence  of  his  country  in  this  trying  feafon.     The  Bri- 
tifh admiral's  letter  giving  an  account  of  the  action  was 
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conciie,  and  modeft  with  refpeft  to  his  own  fide,  while 
juft  in  paying  full  honor  to  the  valor  of  his  enemy.  la 
Britain,  the  conduct  and  valor  difplayed  in  the  a&ion 
met  with  great  and  general  approbation:  but  an  appre- 
hended neglect  in  government  or  the  admiralty,  in  not 
furniihing  the  admiral  with  a  larger  force,  excited  no 
lefs  diiTansfaclion.  It  was  faid,  that,  at  the  very  time, 
as  many  ihips  were  lying  idle  in  port,  or  waiting  for  or- 
ders in  the  Downs,  as  would  have  enabled  Parker  to 
capture  the  whole  Dutch  fleet  and  convoy.  The  ad* 
mirai's  fubfequent  conduct,  as  well  as  an  intimation 
given  in  his  letter  to  the  admiralty,  ftrongly  confirmed 
die  public  opinion,  and  indicated  that  he  was  no  lefs 
dinVasfied  at  the  want  of  fupport,  than  others  were  at 
its  not  being  given.  On  his  arrival  at  the  Nore  with 
his  fhattered  fquadron,  he  was  honored  with  a  royal 
vifit :  but  it  was  foon  underftood,  that  no  further  honor 
or  intended  promotion  would  be  accepted  by  the  flurdy 
veteran.  The  king  went  on  board  the  Fortitude,  where 
he  had  a  levee  of  all  the  officers  of  the  fquadron,  who 
were  received  with  the  moft  gracious  attention ;  and  the 
admiral  had  the  honor  of  dining  with  his  majefty  and 
the  prince  of  Wales  on  board  the  royal  yacht.  We 
have  been  told,  that  upon  that  occafion  adm.  Parker 
took  an  opportunity  of  hinting  (in  the  prefence  of  the 
firft  lord  of  the  admiralty  and  a  number  of  naval  officers) 
both  his  difiatisfaction  and  intention  of  retiring,  by  fay* 
ing  to  his  fovereign-*-"  That  he  wifhed  him  younger 
officers  and  better  fhips ;  and  that  he  was  grown  too 
old  for  the  fervice."  It  was  related  alfo  as  an  anecdote 
at  the  time,  that  young  Macartney  being  prefinted  on 
bioard  the  Fortitude,  and  the  royal  intention  of  provid- 
ing 
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1781.  ing  f°r  him,  for  the  fake  of  his  brave  father,  being  de- 
clared, the  admiral  apologized  for  informing  his  ma- 
jefty,  that  he  had  already  adopted  him  as  his  own. 
Adm.  Parker  refigned  his  command  immediately  after: 
but  it  was  probably  intended  as  a  mark  of  favor  and  re- 
gard to  him,  that  his  fon  Sir  Hyde  (who  had  been  be- 
fore knighted  for  his  good  conduct  in  North  America 
and  the  Weft  Indies)  was  now  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  a  fquadron  of  frigates,  which  were  employed 
in  blocking  up  the  Dutch  ports  during  the  remainder  of 
the  feafon  for  keeping  thofe  feas. 

The  Dutch,  befide  lofmg  the  Hollandia,  had  two  of 
their  capital  fhips  fo  totally  ruined  in  the  action,  as  to 
be  declared  incapable  of  further  fervice.  Their  lofs  of 
men  is  thought  to  have  exceeded  1000  in  killed,  wounded 
and  funk.  The  idea  of  profecuting  the  voyage  to  the 
Baltic  was  given  up ;  and  their  immenfe  carrying  trade 
was  annihilated  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.  The 
Hollanders  however  are  much  elated  with  the  bravery 
of  their  countrymen.  Before  the  naval  battle  on  Dog- 
ger's Bank,  every  fpring  was  touched  to  excite  popular 
refentments  againft  the  Americans  and  French,  fo  that 
the  regents  of  Amfterdam  were  under  the  neceffity  of 
taking  the  like  precautions  which  would  have  been  prac- 
tifed  had  an  enemy  been  in  the  neighbourhood  •>  and  the 
gloom  and  defpondency  at  the  Hague  and  elfewhere  was 
terrible :  after  it,  the  Dutchmen  became  courageous, 
and  all  their  apprehenfions  feemed  to  diiappear.  .  This 
action  being  the  firft  of  any  confequence,  in  which  they 
have  been  engaged  for  the  much  greater  part  of  a  cen- 
tury, the  flates  general  were  beyond  meafure  liberal  in 
the  pralfe,  rewards  and  honors,  which  they  bellowed  on 
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their  officers.  Adm.  Zoutman  and  commodore  Kindf-  1781. 
bergen  were  immediately  promoted  -,  and  mod,  if  not 
all  of  the  firft  and  fecond  captains,  as  well  as  feveral  of 
the  lieutenants,  were  either  advanced,  or  flattered  with 
fome  peculiar  mark  of  diftinction.  Count  .Bentinck, 
who  boldly  fought  the  Batavia,  and  who,  though  mor- 
tally wounded,  and  informed  that  his  {hip  was  in  danger 
of  linking,  would  not  liften  to  a  propolal  for  quitting 
his  ftation,  was  foothed  in  his  laft  moments  by  every 
mark  of  honor  and  teftimony  of  regard,  which  his 
country  and  his  prince  could  bellow  -,  and  his  funeral 
was  not  more  honorable  to  the  brave  dead,  than  to  the 
grateful  living.  But  however  the  Dutch  have  exulted 
in  that  the  marine  courage  of  their  ancellors  had  not 
forfaken  them,  they  are  much  diflatisfied  that  their  fleet 
was  not  augmented  by  two  or  more  {hips,  which  they; 
think  would  have  fecured  to  them  a  complete  victory 
over  the  Britifh  admiral,  and  have  put  his  convoy  into 
their  pofTeffion.  They  are  ready  to  impute  this -failure 
to  a  treacherous  .neglect,  originating  from -a  prevailing 
attachment  in  fome  to  the  interefts  of  Great  Britain. 

The  French,  to  remove  al  ^unfavorable  jealoufies  that 
.  the  Spaniards  might  entertain  reflecting  the  attention  of 
their  ally  to  the  Spanifh  interefts,  engaged  to  co-operate 
with  them  in  attempting  the  recovery  of  Minorca— -an 
event  which,  fhould  it  take  pla.ce,  would  be  highly 
pleafing  to  Spain,  while  it  was  np  wife  injurious  to. 
France.  The-  plan  being  laid,  the  duke  .deCrillpn,  a 
French  commander  of  repute,  was  taken  into  the  Spanifh 
fervice,  and  appointed  to  conduct  their  forces  to  he  em^ 
ployed  in  executing  it.  Count  de  Guichen  failed  from 
Erefr  near  the  end  of  June,  with  j  8  capital  ihips  (four 

of 
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1781.  of  which  carried  no  guns  each)  to  join  the  Spanifli 
fleet  and  fupport  the  invafion.  The  not  endeavouring 
to  intercept  this  fleet,  or  at  leaft  to  prevent  a  junction 
fo  full  of  danger,  occafioned  great  complaint  againft 
the  Britifh  admiralty,  efpecially  the  firft  lord  of  that  de- 
partment. The  combined  fleets  failed  from  Cadiz,  with 
about  10,000  Spanifh  troops,  before  the  end  of  July. 
The  French  had  been  reinforced  by  feveral  fhips  of  the 
line.  The  Spanifh  fleet  amounted  to  about  30  fail  of 
the  line  under  Don  Lewis  de  Cordova.  The  army 

.       effected  its  landing  at  Minorca  without  oppofition  on  the 

20.  aoth  of  Augufl  -,  and  was  foon  joined  by  fix  regiments 
from  Toulon,  under  major  gen.  count  de  Falkenhayn, 
deemed  one  of  the  beft  officers  in  the  French  fervice- 
The  garrifon  was  weak,  and  confided  only  of  two  Britifh 
and  two  Hanoverian  regiments.  But  it  w;is  commanded 
by  lieut.  gen.  Murray  and  major  gen.  Sir  William; 
Draper. 

The  combined  fleets,  after  feeing  the  troops  fafe  into 
the  Mediterranean,  returned  to  cruife  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Britifh  channel.  No  intelligence  of  this  naval  ma- 
noeuvre was  obtained,  nor  was  the  defign  fufpected  by 
the  Britifh  minifl'ry,  until  the  combined  fleets  were  in 
the  chops  of  the  channel,  and  had  formed  a  line  from 
Ufhant  to  the  ifles  of  Scilly,  in  order  to  bar  its  entrance: 
fo  that  adm.  Darby,  who  was  then  at  fea  with  'only  21 
fhips  of  the  line,  was  on  the  point  of  falling  in  with 
them,  when  the  accidental  meeting  of  a  neutral  vefTel 
afforded  him  notice  of  their  fituation.  In  thefe  unex- 

24-  pefted  circumftances  he  returned  to  Torbay,  where  he 
moored  his  fquadron  acrofs  the  entrance,  while  he 

-v        waited  for  inftructions  from  the  admiralty.     As  foon  as 

the 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION. 

the  commanders  of  the  combined  fleets  had  received  in- 
telligence  of  Darby's  pofition,  and  of  the  inferiority  of 
his  force  in  point  of  number,  a  council  of  war  was 
held,  on  the  queftion  of  attacking  him.  They  were 
under  orders  to  fight,  if  the  occafion  offered :  but  the 
inftru&idns  were  thought  not  to  reach  the  prefent  cafe, 
which  would  be  an  attack  on  the  Britifh  fquadron  in  a 
bay  on  their  own  coafts.  Under  this  change  of  circum- 
ftances,  it  was  fuppofed,  that  they  were  left  at  large,  to 
the  free  exercife  of  their  own  judgment. 

The  count  de  Guichen  is  laic  to  have  contended 
ilrongly  for  an  immediate  attack.  He  argued,  that  if 
by  good  fortune  and  the  valor  of  the  combined  navies, 
along  with  the  powerful  aid  of  firefhips,  the  Eritiih  fleet 
was  deftroyed,  the  power  of  Grc.it  Britain  on  the  feas 
would  be  at  an  end,  and  the  \yar  decided  by  the  blow. 
Don  Vincent  Doz,  the  third  of  the  Spanifh  commanders, 
iupported  this  opinion.  He  afiferted,  that  the  deftroy- 
ing  of  Darby's  Beet  was  very  practicable,  and  that  it 
would  be  difficult  to  excufe  their  not  making  the  at- 
tempt ;  and  to  give  the  greater  weight  to  his  fentiments, 
he  boldly  offered  to  command  the  van  fquadron,  and  to 
lead  on  the  attack  in  his  own  fhip. 

On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  de  Beauflet,  the  next  in  com- 
mand under  Guichen,  faid — ct  All  the  advantage  which 
the  allies  derive  from  their  fuperiority  of  force  and  num- 
ber, will  be  entirely  loft  by  an  attack  upon  admiral 
Darby's  fleet  in  the  prefent  fituation ;  for  we  cannot 
bear  down  upon  him  in  a  line  of  battle  abreaft;  of 
courfe  we  mud  form  the  line  of  battle  a-head,  and  go 
down  upon  the  enemy  fingly,  by  which  we  fhallrun  the 
greateft  hazard  of  being  ihattered  and  torn  to  pieces, 

before 
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1781.  before  we  can  get  into  our  ftations,  by  the  fixed  aim4 
and  angular  fire  in  every  direction,  of  fuch  a  number  of 
great  and  well-provided  fhips,  drawn  up  to  the  greater! 
advantage,  and  lying  moored  and  Heady  in  the  water* 
I  conclude  therefore,  that  as  the  attempt  on  the  Britifli 
fleet  in  Torbay  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  unwarrantable 
in  the  defign,  and  exceedingly  hazardous  in  the  execu- 
tion, the  allied  fleets  ihould  direct  their  whole  attention 
to  that  grand  and  attainable  object  of  intercepting  the 
Englifn  homeward  bound  Weft  India  fleets."  Don 
Louis  de  Cordova,  with  all  the  Spanifh  flag  officers, 
except  Doz,  coincided  entirely  with  him  in  opinion,  fb 
that  the  idea  of  attacking  Darby  in  Torbay  was  aban- 
doned. 

Mean  while  a  great  alarm  was  fpread  in  Ireland  as 
well  as  Britain,  with  refpect  to  the  apprehended  defigns 
of  the  enemy.  Not  only  the  great  outward  bound  fleet 
for  America  and  the  Weft  Indies  was  fuppofed  to  be  in 
imminent  danger  then  in  the  open  harbour  of  Corke ; 
but  the  city  itfelf,  being  totally  unfortified  and  at  the 
fame  time  ftored  with  immenfe  quantities  of  provifion. 
The  regular  forces  of  the  kingdom  were  therefore  or- 
dered to  the  fouthward  for  the  protection  of  that  city 
and  coaft ;  and  the  patriotic  volunteers,  who  had  gained 
fo  much  honor  in  fupporting  and  reclaiming  the  liber- 
ties of  their  country,  fhowed  no  lefs  patriotifm  in  their 
immediate  offer  to  government  of  taking  the  field^  and 
of  marching  wherever  their  fervices  ihould  be  neceflary 
for  its  defence.  They  had  perfected  themfelves  in  the 
military  exercife,  and  had  been  reviewed  in  feveral  places 
by  the  carl  of  Charlemont. 

Admiral 
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Admiral  Darby  remained  atTorbay;  but  was  foon!7Sl* 
reinforced  by  feveral  fliips  from  different  ports,  till  his 
fquadron  was  increafed  to  30  fail  of  the  line,  with  which 
he  was  ordered  to  fea  with  the  utrhoft  expedition,  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  expecled  Weft  India  convoy* 
The  delay  however  of  waiting  for  the  reinforcement  and 
inftru&ions  in  the  firft  inftance,  and  contrary  winds  after- 
ward, detained  the  fleet  till  the  i4th  of  September, 
notwithstanding  the  urgency  of  the  oqcafion.  Before 
it  failed,  the  combined  fleets  had  feparated.  They  were 
in  exceeding  bad  condition.  In  the  flrft  outfet  they  were 
poorly  manned,  the  Spanifh  particularly.  Befide  a  great 
mortality,  which  had  prevailed  during  the  whole  cruife, 
and  a  prodigious  number  of  fick  in  both  fleets,  a  con- 
fiderable  majority  of  the  ihips  were  fcarccly  capable  of 
living  at  fea  in  a  violent  gale*  The  hard  weather  there- 
fore that  came  on  in  the  beginning  of  September, 
fruftrated  all  their  views ;  fo  that  abandoning  all  hopes 
of  intercepting  the  Britiih  convoys,  they  were  glad  to 
get  into  port  as  foon  as  pofiible*  The  French  fleet  re-  Se 
turned  to  Bred  the  i  ith  of  September,  and  the  Spanifh  n* 
proceeded  directly  home. 

The  prefent  fhall  clofe  with  extracts  from  fome  curious 
letters — To  Mr.  Vergennes.  PalTy,  Feb.  13,  1781* 
<c  I  am  grown  old,  and  it  is  probable  I  fhall  not  long 
have  any  more  concern  iathefe  affairs.  I  therefore  take 
occafion  to  exprefs  my  opinion  to  your  excellency,  that 
the  prefent  conjuncture  is  critical  $ — that  there  is  fome 
danger  left  the  congrefs  Ihould  lofe  its  influence  over 
the  people,  if  it  is  unable  to  procure  the  aids  that  are 
wanted,  and  that  the  whole  fyftem  of  the  new  govern- 
ment in  America  may  thereby  be  fhaken ; — and  that  if 
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1'  the  Englifh  are  ftiffered  once  to  recover  the  country 
fuch  an  opportunity  of  effe&ual  operation  may  not  occur- 
again  in  the  courfe  of  ages."  To .  March  12, 

1781.  "  To  give  the  flates  a  flgnal  proof  of  his  friend- 
fhip,  his  majefty  has  refolvecl  to  grant  them  the  fum  of 
fix  millions  [of  livres]  not  as  a  loan,  but  as  a  free  gift. 
The  fum  was  intended  for  the  fupply  of  the  army,  and 
it  was  thought  beft  to  put  it  into  the  general's  [Wafh- 
ington's]  hands,  that  he  ihould  draw  for  it,  that  it  might 
not  get  into  thofe  of  the  different  boards  or  committees, 
who  might  think  themfelves  under  a  ncceflity  of  divert- 
ing it  to  other  pnrpofes.  There  was  no  room  to  dilpute 
on  this  point,  every  donor  having  the  right  of  qualify- 
ing his  gift  with  fuch  terms  as  he  thinks  proper. — The 
miniiter  proceeded  to  inform  me,  that  the  courts  of 
Peterfburgh  and  Vienna  had  offered  their  mediation.  It 
was  not  doubted,  that  congrefs  would  readily  accept  the 
propofed  mediation,  from  their  own  fenfe  of  its  being 
ufeful  and  neceffary. — I  have  paded  my  feventy-rlfth 
year."  [Soon  after  this  was  written,  col.  Laurens  ar- 
rived, which  gave  occafion  for  mentioning]  cc  July  26 , 
1781.  With  regard  to  the  fix  millions  given  by  the 
king  in  aid  of  our  operations  for  the  prefent  campaign, 
before  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Laurens,  2,500,0^0  of  it  went 
in  the  fame  fhip  with  him  in  caih — 2,200,000  were  or- 
dered by  him  and  are  Ihipped — 1,500,000  was  fent  to 
Holland  to  go  in  the  fhip  commanded  by  capt.  Gillon." 
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LETTER      VI. 

Roxfrury,  Jan.  12,  1782. 

/CERTAIN  refolutions  of  congrefs^  as  they  refer  i?8** 
V^  to  col.  Laurens  and   the  fupplies    from  France 
(whofe  arrival  has  been  mentioned)  neceffarily  demand 
our  tirft  attention.     On  a  report  of  a  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  2d  of  laft  September, 
together  with  fundry  papers,  containing  an  account  of 
the  negotiation  with  which  he  was  intruded,  congrefsSe  f 
refolved  on  the  4th,  "  That  all  the  clothing,  artillery,     4. 
arms  and  military  ftores,  fhipped  in  purfuance  of  the 
orders  of  the  honorable  John  Laurens,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  United  States,  be  upon  their  arrival  in  any  of  the 
ports  of  thefe  United  States,  delivered  to  the  order  of 
the  board  of  war,  who  are  hereby  empowered  and  di- 
rected to  take  charge  and  direction  of  the  fame:-— That 
all  the  money  fhipped  by  .the  order  of  Mr.  Laurens, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States >  be,  upon  its  arrival, 
delivered  to  the  order  of  the  fuperintendant  of  finance, 
who  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  take  charge 
of  the  fame."     The  next  day  they  refolved— *"  That 
the  conduft  of  lieut.  coL  Laurens,  in  his  miffion  to  the 
court  of  Verfailles,    as  fpecial  minifter  of  the  United 
States,  is  highly  agreeable  to  congrefs,  and  entitles  him 
to  public  approbation/'     To  fupply  any  deficieacy  that 
there  might  be  in  their  reiblution    refpe&ing   monies 
arriving  from  Europe,  they  refolved  on  the  3d  of  De- 
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i7Si.cember — <c  That  the  fnperintendant  of  the  finances  be, 
and  hereby  is  authorized  and  dire&ed  to  apply  and 
difpofe  of  all  monies  which  have  been  or  may  be  ob- 
tained in  Europe  by  fubfidy,  loan  or  otherwife,  accord- 
ing to  the  feveral  refolutions  and  acts  of  congrefs  now 
exiftingj  or  which  may  hereafter  be  made  for  the  appro- 
priation of  monies  belonging  to  the  United  States." 
However  gratefully  they  thought  of  the  French  king's 
free  gift,  they;  could  not  with  any  propriety  accede  to 
the  mode  in  which  it  was  to  be  applied  to  the  benefit  of 
the  United  States.  By  paffing  into  the  hands  of  the 
commander  in  chief,  it  would  fubject  the  army  to  an 
appearance  of  being  penfioned  by  France,  and  when 
generally  known  by  the  troops  might  loofen  their  rela- 
tive dependence  upon  congrefs;  they  therefore  wifely 
dire6ted,  that  the  military  {lores  ihould  be  delivered  to 
the  order  of  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  difpofal  of 
the  monies  fhould  reft  with  the  fuperintendant^  fubjecl: 
to  their  own  appointments. 

We  mull  now  pals  to  South  Carolina. 
When  the  continental  officers  under  gen.  Greene  had 
.heard  of  the  manner  in  which  col.  Hayne  was  executed* 
and  that  notwithftanding  the  general  cartel,  feveral  offi- 
cers of  militia  were  ilill  detained  rn  captivity,  they  made 
a  reprefentaticn  thereof  in  writing  to  Greene  on  the  2otli 
of  Anguft ;    and  recommended,    that  a  ftrict  inquiry 
ihould  be  made  into  the  feveral  matters  mentioned,  and 
if  afcertainedj  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  retaliate  in 
the  mod  effectual  manner,  by  a  fimilar  treatment  of 
Britifh  fubjects  which  were  or  might  be  in  his  power. 
-They  voluntarily  fubjected  themfelves  to  all  the  confe- 
^quences,   to  which  they  would  be  cxpofed  in  cafe  of 

capture* 
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capture.  A  few  days  after,  Greene  iflfued  from  his  head1?81* 
quarters  at  Camden  a  proclamation,  wherein  he  exprefsly 
declared — C£  It  is  my  intention  to  make  reprifals  for  all 
fuch  inhuman  infults,  as  often  as  they  fhall  take  place/' 
— He  added,  "  I  further  declare,  that  it  is  my  inten- 
tion to  take  the  officers  of  the  regular  forces,  and  not 
the  feduced  inhabitants  who  have  joined  their  army,  for 
the  objects  of  my  reprifals."  Greene  demanded  alfo 
from  the  Britiih  commanders  their  reafons  for  the  exe- 
cution of  Hayne.  He  received  a  written  anfwer,  figned 
N.  Balfour,  in  which  there  was  an  acknowledgment, 
"  that  it  took  place  by  the  joint  order  of  lord  Rawdon 
and  himfelf,  but  in  confequence  of  the  moft  exprefs 
directions  from  lord  Cornwallis,  to  put  to  death  thofe 
who  fhould  be  found  in  arms,  after  being  at  their  own 
requefts  received  as  fubjects,  fince  the  capitulation  of 
Charleftown,  and  the  clear  conqueft  of  the  province  in 
the  fummer  of  1780."  General  Greene  replied  tolieut. 
col.  Balfour  on  the  i9th  of  September — cc  Sir,  your 
favor  of  the  jd  inilant  I  have  received,  and  am  happy 
for  the  honor  of  col.  Hayne,  to  find  nothing  better  to 
warrant  his  cruel  and  unjuft  execution,  than  the  order 
of  lord  Cornwallis,  given  in  the  hour  of  victory,  when 
he  confidered  the  lives,  liberties  and  property  of  the 
people  profcrate  at  his  feet :  but  I  confefs  I  cannot  ex- 
prefs my  aftonifhment,  that  you  and  lord  Rawdon  fhould 
give  fuch  an  extraordinary  example  of  ie  verity,  upon 
the  authority  of  that  order,  under  fuch  a  change  of  cir-  ^ 
cumilances,  fo  long  after  it  had  been  rernonftrated 
againft,  and  after  a  cartel  had  been  fettled,  to  re  (train 
improper  feverities,  and  to  prevent  the  neceffity  of  reta- 
liation. You  will  fee  by  my  letter  to  lord  Cornwallis 
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178' .'of  the  i/th  of  December  laft,  a  copy  of  which  Is  en,-* 
clofed,  that  I  informed  his  lordfhip,  his  order  was  cruel 
and  unprecedented ;  and  that  he  might  expect  retaliation 
from  the  friends  of  the  unfortunate.- — You  obferve,  that 
to  authorize  retaliation,  there  fhould  be  a  parity  of  cir- 
cumftances,  to  which  I  can  by  no  means  agree.  '  Reta- 
liation prefuppofes  an  act  of  violence  having  been  com- 
mitted, and  that  it  is  adopted  to  puniih  the  pail  and 
reftrain  the  future  ;  and  therefore  whatever  will  produce 
thefe  confequences  is  warranted  by  the  laws  of  retalia- 
tion.— You  obferve,  that  the  inhabitants  of  any  country 
at  war,  owe  allegiance  to  the  conquering  power.  The 
right  of  conqueft  from  partial  fucceiTes,  is  often  made 
ufe  of  to  levy  contributions :  but  I  believe  there  are 
no  inftances,  where  the  inhabitants  are  punifhed  capi- 
tally, for  breach  of  parole  given  under  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  efpecially  while  the  two  powers  are  contending 
for  empire ;  and  this  act  of  feverity  complained  of,  is 
the.  more  extraordinary  as  you  long  loft  that  part  of  the 
country,  and  upon  your  own  principles  the  inhabitants 
owed  allegiance  to  the  conquering  power.- — The  execu- 
tion of  lieut.  Fuiker  was  without  my  knowledge  or  con- 
fent :  nor  did  I  ever  hear  of  it  before.  I  underftood 
there  were  fome,  who  fell  a  facrilice  to  the  violence  of 
the  militia,  for  the  many  outrages  they  had  been  guilty 
of,  and  this  without  the  knowledge  of  the  commanding 
officer,,  who  put  a  Hop  to  it  the  moment  he  difcovered 
it.  But  there  is  a  great  difference  between  deliberate 
executions,  and  deaths  which  happen  from  an  enraged 
people,  urged  by  a  fenfe  of  injury  and  oppreffion. — I 
have  never  authorized  or  countenanced  an  execution,  but; 
for  the  crime  of  defertion :  on  the  contrary,  I  have 
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•taken  all  the  pains  in  my  power  to  (often  the  refentments1?81' 
of  the  .inhabitants  toward  each  other,  and  to  prevent  as 
much  :;s  poITible  the  dreadful  calamity  of  private  mur- 
ders. It  has  been  my  object  to  reclaim,  not  to  deftroy, 
even  Rich  of  the  inhabitants  as  have  been  oppofed  to 
the  interefts  of  their  country  ;  and  I  cannot  but  confider 
your  remarks  refpecting  col.  Grierfon  and  major  Dun- 
lap,  as  both  illiberal  and  ungenerous,  if  you  are  ac- 
quainted with  facts.  If  not,  I  hope  you  will  be  more 
careful  how  you  cenfure  without  authority  for  the  future. 
A  handfome  reward  was  offered  for  the  detection  of  the 
murderers  of  both  thefe  perfons. — As  you  have  referred 
,the  judincaticn  of  your  conduct  in  the  affair  of  col. 
Hayne  to  lord  Cornwallis,  and  as  his  determination  upon 
that  matter  will  govern  the  bufinefs  of  future  exchanges, 
I  can  fee  no  advantage  in  appointing  a  perfon  to  meet 
capt.  Barry  on  the  fubject ;  befide  which,  that  gentleman 
is  now  a  prifoner  of  war,  and  no  longer  in-  a  capacity 
to  negotiate  affairs  of  this  nature.  I  am,  Sir,  your* 
mod  obedient  humbj-e  fervant  Nathaniel  Greene."  But 
before  the  date  of  this  letter,  the  following  important 
military  operations  had  taken  place. 

General  Greene,  on  hearing  that  the  Britifh  were  re- 
turned to  their  former  flation  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
GoHgaree,  concerted  meafures  for  forcing  them  a  fecond 
time  from  their  pods  in  this  quarter.  Though  thte  two 
armies  were  within  fifteen  miles  of  each  other  on  a  right 
line,  yet  as  two  rivers  intervened,  and  boats  could  not 
be  procured,  the  American  army  was  obliged  to  take  a 
circuit  of  70  miles  with  a  view  of  more  conveniently 
eroding  the  Wateree  and  the  Congaree.  Soon  after 
their  eroding  thefe  rivers,  they  were  joined  by  general 

M  4  Pickens 
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*7Sl«Pickens  with  a  party  of  the  Ninety  Six  militia,  and  by 
the  date  troops  under  lieut.  col.  Hendcrfon.  Gen.  Ma- 
rion alfo  joined  them  with  his  brigade  of  militia,  on  the 
$e  t  7th  of  September.  The  whole  American  force  being 
8f  thus  collected,  Greene  proceeded  the  next  morning  to 
attack  the  Britifh  army  under  lieut,  col.  Stewart,  who 
had  retired  from  the  Congaree  about  40  miles,  and  taken 
pod  at  the  Eu taw  fprings,  60  miles  north  of  Charleftown, 
The  Americans  and  Bridih  were  nearly  equal  in  num- 
ber, about  2000:  but  new  raifed  levies  and  militia 
formed  the  greater  part  of  the  firft  *.  Greene  drew  up 
his  troops  in  two  lines.  The  front  confided  of  the  mili- 
tia from  North  and  South  Carolina,  and  was  com- 
manded by  Marion,  Pickens  and  col.  de  Malmedy. 
The  fecond  confided  of  the  continental  troops  from 
North  Carolina,  Virginia  and  Maryland,  and  were  led 
on  by  gen.  Sumner,  iieut.  col.  Campbell,  and  col.  O, 
Williams.  Lee  with  his  legion  covered  the  right  flank, 
•  and  Henderfon  with  the  date  troops,  the  left.  Wafh- 
ington  with  his  cavalry,  and  capt.  Kirkwqod  with  the 
Delaware  troops,  formed  a  corps  de  referve.  They 
rnarphed  at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  fell  in  with 
two  advanced  parties  of  the  Britifh  about  four  miles 
a-head  of  their, mam  army:  thefe  being  brifkly  charged 
by  the  legion  and  date  troops,  foon  retired.  The  front 
line  advanced  and  continued  firing  and  advancing  on 
the  Britifh  till  the  action  became  general,  when  they  in 

*  On  Auguft  the  ift,  the  whole  of  the  continentals  did  not  amount 
to  800.  The  field  rpturn  on  the  4th  of  September,  was,  total  of  re- 
gulars, rank  and  file  1256;  South  Carolina  ftate  troops  infantry  73, 
^nd  cavalry  72  ;  total  of  militia  457,  excluiive  of  Marion's ,,  of  which 
$iere  was  no  return, 

their 
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their  turn  were  obliged  to  give  way.  They  were  well  I7Sj- 
fupported  by  gen.  Sumner's  North  Carolina  brigade  of 
continentals,  though  they  had  been  under  difcipline  only 
for  a  few  weeks,  and  were  chiefly  compofed  of  militia 
men,  who  had  been  transferred  to  the  continental  fer- 
vice,  to  make  reparation  for  their  precipitate  flight  in 
former  actions.  In  the  hotted  of  the  engagement,  while 
great  execution  was  doing  on  both  fides,  Williams  and 
Campbell,  with  the  Maryland  and  Virginia  continentals, 
were  ordered  by  Greene  to  charge  with  trailed  arms. 
Nothing  could  furpafs  the  intrepidity  of  both  officers 
and  men  on  this  occafion.  They  pufhed  on  in  good 
order,  through  a  heavy  cannonade,  and  a  fhower  of 
mufketry,  with  fuch  unfhaken  refolution,  that  they  bore 
down  all  before  them.  Lee,  with  great  addrefs  and 
good  conduct,  turned  the  left  flank  of  the  Britifh,  and 
attacked  them  at  the  fame  time  in  the  rear.  Hender- 
fon  being  wounded  early  in  the  action,  the  South  Caro- 
lina ftate  troops  were  led  on  by  lieut.  col.  Hampton, 
the  next  in  command,  to  a  very  fpirited  and  fuccefsful 
charge,  in  which  they  took  upward  of  100  prifoners. 
The  Britifh  were  routed  in  all  quarters,  ^  Wafhington 
brought  up  the  corps  de  referve  on  the  left,  and  charged 
fo  brifkly  with  his  cavalry,  and  Kirkwood's  infantry,  as 
gave  the  enemy  no  time  to  rally  or  form.  They  were 
clofely  purfued.  On  their  retreat,  numbers  threw  them- 
felves  into  a  ftrong  brick  houfe :  others  took  poft  in  a 
picquetted  garden  and  among  impenetrable  fhrubs.  The 
eagernefs  of  the  Americans  urged  them  to  attack  the 
enemy  in  thefe  pofitions.  WaiBington  made  every  pof- 
fible  exertion  to  diflodge  them  from  the  thickets,  but 
failed;,  had  his  horle  (hot  under  him,  was  wounded  and 
§  taken, 
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J78r»  taken  prifoncr.  Four  fix  pounders,  two  of  which  had 
been  abandoned  by  the  eneony,  were  ordered  up  before 
the  houfe,  and  pufhed  on  fo  much  under  the  command 
of  the  fire  from  thence  and  the  thickets,  that  they  could 
not  be  brought  off  again,  when  Greene,  judging  ail 
further  efforts  improper,  ordered  the  troops  to  retire. 

The  Americans  collected  all  their  wounded,  except 
thofc  under  the  command  of  the  fire  of  the  houfe,  and 
retired  to  the  ground  from  which  they  marched  in  the 
morning,  there  being  no  water  nearer,  and  the  troops 
ready  to  faint  with  the  heat  and  want  of  refrefhment,  the 
action  having  continued  near  four  hours ;  and  been  by 
far  the  hotted  Greene  ever  faw,  and  the  mod  bloody  for 
the  numbers  engaged.  He  left  a  ilrong  picquet  on  the 
field  of  battle. 

In  the  evening  -of  the  next  day,  lieut.  col.  Stewart 
deftroyed  a  great  quantity  of  his  ftores,  abandoned  the 
Eutaw,  and  moved  toward  Charleftown,  leaving  up- 
\vard  of  70  of  his  wounded,  and  xoco  (land  of  anns. 
He  was  purfued  for  feveral  miles,  but  without  effect. 
Though  major  McArthur  joined  him  with  a  large  rein- 
forcement fourteen  miles  below  the  Eutaw,  the  action 
was  not  renewed.  Indeed  the  lofs  of  the  Britifh  was 
heavy:  500  were  taken  prifoners,  including  the  wounded 
left  behind  them  :  they  fcarcely  'fuffered  lefs  in  killed, 
and  the  wounded  whom  they  carried  off.  Several  of 
their  officers  were  paroled  on  the  field  of  battle,  2  were 
killed,  and  16  wounded,  as  was  the  commander  (lightly 
in  his  left  elbow.  The  Americans  had  1 14  rank  and  file 
killed,  300  wounded  and  40  miffing,  in  all  454 :  offi- 
cers killed  and  mortally  wounded  21,  befide  a  volun- 
$ecr  $  wounded  38 >  and  a  volunteer j  in  all  61.  Among 

the 
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the  killed  of  thefe,  lieut.  col.  Campbell  of  the  Virginia  *78l 
line  was  the  theme  of  univerfal  lamentation.  "While 
with  great  firmnefs  he  was  leading  en  his  brigade  to  that 
charge  which  determined  the  fate  of  the  day,  he*  re- 
ceived a  mortal  wound.  After  his  fall  he  inquired  who 
gave  way,  and  being  informed  the  Britifh  were  fleeing 
in  all  quarters,  he  added — <c  I  die  contented" — and  im- 
mediately expired. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  American  army  in  the  fir  ft  part  of 
the  engagement,  fpread  fuch  an  alarm,  that  the  Britifh 
burned  their  flores  at  Dorcheiler,  and  evacuated  their 
pofts  near  Monk's  Corner.  The  gates  of  Charleftown 
were  fhut,  and  a  number  of  negroes  employed  in  felling 
trees  acrofs  the  road  on  the  neck.  The  number  of 
Greene's  force  actually  engaged  was  1400  regulars  and 
500  militia,  in  all  1900:  of  thefe  547,  including  72  fu- 
balterns  and  fergeants  were  killed  or  wounded.  Such 
was  the  heat  of  the  action,  that  the  officers  on  each  fide 
fought  hand  to  hand,  and  fword  to  fworcL  The  Britifh 
could  not  compel  the  continentals  to  give  way,  though 
the  militia  were  obliged  to  retire.  Greene  however  has 
a  high  opinion  of  the  Britifh  and  their  valor,  and  fays — 
"  They  fight  a  devilifh  hard  battle,  as  every  one  who 
fights  them  will  know,"  On  October  the  29^  congrefs 
refolved  to  honor  him  with  a  Britifh  flandard  and  a  gold 
medal ;  and  voted  their  thanks  to  the  different  corps  and 
their  commanders. 

After  the  a6Hon,  the  Americans  retired  to  their  for- 
mer pofition  on  the  High  Hills  of  Santee,  and  the  Bri- 
tifh took  poft  in  the  vicinity  of  Monk's  Corner.  While 
they  lay  there,  a  frnall  party  of  American  cavalry  took 
ppward  of  So  prifoners  within  fight  of  their  main  army, 

They 
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i78i.  They  no  more  a6ted  with  their  ufual  vigor.  On  the 
flighteft  appearance  of  danger,  they  difcovered  a  difpo- 
fition  to  flee,  not  much  inferior  to  what  was  exhibited 
the  year  before  by  the  American  militia. 

Such  were  the  promifing  profpech  prior  to  the  battle 
at  Eutaw,  that  John  Rutledge  efq;  let  out  from  Phila- 
delphia on  the  28th  of  June,  to  refume  the  reins  of  go- 
vernment in  South  Carolina.  As  foon  as  circumftances 
would  admit  after  his  arrival,  in  retaliation  for  Balfour's 
conduct  in  exiling  fuch  numbers  from  their  homes,  he 
ordered  the  brigadiers  of  militia  to  drive  the  families  of 
all  who  adhered  to  the  royal  caufe,  within  the  Britifh 
lines.  The  wives  and  children  of  thole  inhabitants  who 
had  retreated  with  the  retreating  Britifh  to  avoid  the 
refentments  of  their  countrymen,  were  now  compelled 
to  take  flielter  within  their  pods.  In  exchange  for  their 
comfortable  plantations  in  the  country,  many  of  them 
were  reduced  in  a  little  time  to  the  necefllty  of  living 
in  clay  huts  in  the  vicinity  of  Charleftown.  In  this  for- 
lorn fituation,  numbers  fpeedily  perifhed,  being  defti- 
tute  of  the  comforts  of  life  and  overwhelmed  with  dif- 
cafes. 

While  gen.  Greene's  troops  were  on  the  High  Hills 
of  Santee,  a  dangerous  fpirit  made  its  appearance  among 
the  Maryland  ibldiers.  They  were  unealy  that  ibme  of 
the  old  officers  had  been  fent  away,  and  wifhed  for  an 
opportunity  of  feeing  their  friends  at  home.  They  fent 
feveral  petitions  to  Greene,  complained  of  want  of  cloth- 
ing, and  recapitulated  their  fervices.  In  one  of  them 
they  mentioned,  that  out  of  feven  regiments  there  were 
fcarce  two  hundred  remaining,  and  that  they  had  never 
ajiy  pay,  They  became  'difcontented,  left  off 

their 
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their  ufual  fports,  talked  ferionfly  in  fquads,  and  of  I78l« 
their  pay.  "All  this  did  not  pafs  unnoticed  by  the  of- 
ficers, who  watched  their  conduct,  and  endeavoured  to 
footh  them,  but  ineffectually.  On  the  evening  of  the 
2 1  ft  of  October,  numbers  were  feen  to  go  privately  out  Oft. 
of  camp  with  their  arms,  &c.  The  officers  alarmed  at  2I* 
the  circum fiance,  ordered  their  corps  to  parade,  and 
called  over  their  rolls.  Old  foldiers  manage  dexteroufly 
among  themfelves.  They  had  put  fpies  upon  their  of- 
ficers while  they  were  making  an  experiment,  and  the 
moment  they  difcovered  that  they  were  likely  to  be  de- 
tefted  and  apprehended  for  mutiny,  they  ftole  into  camp 
as  fecretly  as  they  went  out :  fome  of  them  were  ob- 
ferved,  but  fuffered  to  pafs  unnoticed.  It  is  not  alway 
bed  to  punifh  intended  faults  before  actually  commit- 
ted. A  lucklefs  incident  which  happened  to  a  Timo- 
thy Griffin  of  the  only  South  Carolina  company  then 
in  the  army,  fet  all  this  affair  right.  While  the  officers 
were  calling  their  rolls,  and  admonifmng  fome  of  the 
men  for  apparent  irregularities,  Timothy  came  on  the 
parade  drunk ;  and  having  heard  what  the  foldiers  had 
previoufly  whifpered  among  ode  another,  and  fuppofing ' 
the  officers  were  altercating  with  the  men  on  that  fub^ 
ject,  very  imprudently  cried  out — fc  Stand  to  it  boys. 
D- — n  my  blood,  if  I  would  give  an  inch" — and  other 
words  to  the  fame  effect.  Capt.  M'Pherfon  of  the 
Maryland  line  knocked  him  down,  knowing  the  evil' 
tendency  of  fuch  language.  He  was  inftantly  fent  to 
the  provoft  ;  the  next  day  tried  by  a  general  court-martial 
for  encouraging  mutiny  and  defertion ;  was  found  guil- 
ty ;  fentenced  to  fuffer  death ;  and  fhot  about  five  o'clock 
in  the  afrernoon  in  prefence  of  the  whole  army.  Ex- 
amples 
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17^I»amples  are  never  more  necefiary  in  an  army  than  upon 
fuch  dangerous  occafions ;  and  no  examph  was  ever 
more  effe&ual.  The  general  orders  of  Greene  in  con- 
icquence  of  this,  reprefented  the  crime  of  the  fufferer 
in  fuch  ftriking  colours,  as  fully  to  juftify  the  fentence 
of  the  court.  Greene  at  the  fame  time  paffed  over  the 
conduct  of  the  Maryland  troops  (which  was  not  pub- 
lic) in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  exonerate  them  from  any 
participation  of  the  crime.  Speaking  of  unworthy  cha- 
racters he  faid— "  One  or  two  of  artful  difpofitions  are 
fufficient  to  betray  hundreds  of  well  difpofed  men  into 
errors.  But  the  general  is  happy  to  find,  that  the  Ma- 
ryland line  has  nobly  withftood  the  fecret  machinations 
of  fuch  as  have  attempted  to  miflead  them ;  nor  can 
he  believe  that  foldiers  who  have  fought  fo  bravely,  and 
whofe  character  is  univerfally  admired,  will  ever  tarnifh 
their  glory  by  an  improper  conduct." 

The  gen.  wrote  on  the  pth  of  November  to  gen. 
Gould — C£  I  fhouid  betray  my  truft,  and  fail  in  my  duty, 
was  I  to  be  filent  upon  the  barbarous  cuftom  which  pre- 
vails in  your  army,  of  burning  houfes  and  defolating  the 
country.  I  am  informed  that  a  party  under  col.  Brown 
and  major  Maxwell  lately  burnt  all  the  buildings  upon. 
Hilton  Head.  The  inftances  of  burning  which  have 
taken  place  are  no  lefs  favage  than  unnecelTary,  and  can- 
not be  juftified  by  the  general  principles  of  modern  war, 
nor  by  the  particular  circumftances  that  mark  your  mi- 
litary operations. — You  have  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
the  world,  that  the  body  of  the  people  are  in  your  in- 
tereft.  The  cartel  was  an  appeal  to  them,  and  it  is  from 
your  difappointment,  that  the  inhabitants  feel  the  cruel 
ftrdces?  of  pointed  -refentments. — I  have  made  it  my  fludy 

to 
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to  condud  the  war  upon  the  mod  humane  principles,  *7Hl- 
and  it  is  my  wifh  to  continue  it  fo :  but  if  your  people 
continue  in  the  practice  of  burning,  I  will  change  that 
plan,  and  let  favage  cruelty  rage  in  all  the  horrors  of 
war. — It  is  painful  to  contemplate  the  miferies  incident 
to  giving  no  quarter  •,  but  fhocking  as  it  may  be  to  hu- 
manity, we  had  better  expofe  ourfelves  to  this  evil,  where 
our  enemies  will  feel  it  in  common  with  us,  than  to  fuf- 
fer  them  to  inflict  a  punifhment,  little  lefs  fevere,  from 
which  they  are  fecure. — I  wifh  you.  Sir,  to  confider  this 
matter  feafonably,  and  put  a  (lop  to  the  evil  we  com- 
plain of,  and  not  drive  us  to  the  difagreeable  neceffity 
of  adopting  meafures,  no  lefs  repugnant  to  our  feelings 
than  our  wifhes." 

The  American  army  was  too  weak  needlefsly  to  riik 
another  general  action ;  but  it  was  necefiary  to  move 
into  the  lower  country,  to  cover  the  collection  of  pro- 
vifions  for  fubfiftence  through  the  winter;  and  to  im- 
prove any  accidental  opportunities.  Greene  therefore  NOV. 
quitted  the  High  Hills  on  the  i8th  of  November.  l8- 
Three  days  after,  he  wrote  to  gen.  Wafnington — "  I 
wifh  fomething  decifive  may.*  be  done  refpecling  col. 
Hayne.  I  wiih  your  excellency's  order  and  the  order 
of  congrefs  thereon ;  the  latter  have  fignified  their  ap- 
probation of  the  meafures  I  took.  But  as  retaliation 
did  not  take  place  immediately,  (nor  did  I  think  myfelf 
at  liberty  on  a  matter  of  fuch  magnitude,  but  from  th'e 
moil  preffing  neceility)  and  as  the  enemy  did  not  re- 
peat the  offence,  I  have  been  at  a  lofs  how  to  aft,  with 
refpecl  to  the  original,  not  having  any  officer  of  equal 
rank  with  col.  Hayne  in  my  poffefTion.  I  am  ready  to 
whatever  may  be  thought  advifable."  On  the 

'  27th, 
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1781.  oytK  he  left  col.  O.  Williams  to  command  the  main 

2?    *  army,  and  marched  with  all  the  cavalry,  200,  and  a 
detachment  of  200  infantry,  toward  Dorchefter,  through 

29-  private  roads.  On  the  29th  he  went  to  reconnoitre  the 
Britifh  works  at  that  place,  which  induced  the  enemy's 
cavalry  to  fally  forth.  A  rencounter  enfued,  8  or  10 
men  were  killed  or  wounded,  and  a  fubaitern  and  four 
or  five  men  of  the  South  Carolina  ftate  troops  were  taken 
prifoners.  The  general  however  made  fuch  appearances 
of  a  ferious  attack,  that  the  garrifon,  confiding  of  about 
150  horfe,  500  regular  infantry,  and  about  200  royalifls, 
abandoned  their  works  the  night  following,  and  retreated 
to  the  Quarter-houfe  on  Charleftown  neck.  By  this 
.  mean  all  the  rice  between  Edefto  and  Afhiey  rivers  was 
faved  to  the  Americans.  The  manoeuvre  induced  O. 
Williams  to  write  to  Greene  on  December  the  4th— 
cc  Your  fuccefs  at  Dorchefter  would  make  your  enemies 
hate  themfelves,  if  all  circtimftances  were  generally 
known ;  and  the  fame  knowledge  would  make  your 
friends  admire  the  adventure  even  more  than  they  do. — 
I  am  very  happy  that  you  have  obtained  your  wifh,  with- 
out Hiking  a  general  action,  and  1  hope  you  will  be 
able  to  keep  what  you  have  gotten,  till  the  reinforce- 
ment under  gen.  St.  Clair  will  enable  you  to  take  more." 
The  main  Army  continued  marching  under  Williams  till 

Dec.  it  arrived  at  Round  O  on  the  yth,  where  it  encamped, 

7*      and  was  joined  by  Greene  two  days  after. 

We  Ihall  clofe  the  operations  in  South  Carolina  with 
the  following  narration. 

Early  in  the  year  Greene  concluded  a  treaty  with  the 
Cherokee  Indians,  by  which  they  engaged  to  obferve  a 
ftrict  neutrality.  This  was  attended  with  the  beneficial 

effects 
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effects  of  faving  the  frontier  fettlements  of  both  the  Ca-J78l» 
rolinas  from  their  incurfions,  while  the  inhabitants- were 
left  at  full  liberty  to  concentrate  their  force  againft  the 
army  undef  lord  Cornwallis.  When  the  co-operation 
of  the  Indians  could  beiof  the  leaft  fervice  to  the  Bri- 
tifh  forces,  they  were  induced  to  break  their  engage- 
ment. They,  with  a  number  of  difguifed  whitemen, 
calling  themfelves  the  king's  friends,  made  an  incurfton 
into  the  diftridt  of  Ninety  Six,  mafTacred  fome  fami- 
lies, and  burned  feveral  houfes.  Gen.  Pickens  collected. 
a  party  of  the  American  militia,  and  penetrated  into 
the  fettlements  of  the  Cherokees.  This  he  accomplifh- 
ed  in  fourteen  days,  at  the  head  of  394  horfemen.  In 
that  ihort  (pace  he  burned  13  towns  and  villages,  killed 
upward  of  40  Indians,  and  took  a  greater' number  pri- 
foners.  Not  one  of  his  party  was  killed,  and  only  two  were 
wounded.  None  of  the  expeditions  againft  the  Chero- 
kees had  beenfo  rapid  and  decifive  as  theprefent.  Pickets 
did  not  expend  three  pounds  of  ammunition,  and  yet 
only  three  Indians  efcaped,  after  having  been  once  feen. 
On  this  occafion  a  new  and  fuccefsful  mode  of  fighting 
the  Indians  was  introduced.  Iftftead  of  firing,  the  Ame- 
rican militia  rufhed  forward  on  horfeback,  and  charged 
with  drawn  fwords.  This  was  the  fecond  time  fince 
the  commencement  of  the  American  war,  tAat  the  Che- 
rokees were  chaftifed  in  their  own  fettlements,  in  con- 
fequence  of  their  filtering  themfelves  to  be  excited  by 
Britifh  emiffaries  to  commence  hoftilities  againft  their 
white  neighbours.  They  again  fued  for  peace,  in'the 
molt  fubmiflive  terms,  and  obtained  it  after  promifing, 
that  inftead  of  liftening  to  the  advice  of  the  r.oyalifts 
mitigating  them  to  war,  they  would  deliver  to  the  autho- 
VOL.  IV.  N  rity 


THE     HISTORY     OF     THK 

*78l'rity  of  the  ftate,  all  who  vifited  their  fettlements  on  that 
.  errand. 

The  return  of  gen.  Arnold  to  New  York  from  Vir- 
ginia, did  not  fix  him  in  a  ftate  of  ina&ivity.  He  was 
lent  on  an  enterprife  againft  New  London,  with  a  fuf- 
ficient  land  and  marine  force.  The  embarkation  hav- 
ing palled  over  from  Long  I  (land  fhore  in  the  night,  the 
troops  were  landed  in  two  detachments  on  each  fide  of 
Sept<  the  harbour,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  6th 
*•  of  September  r  that  on  the  Groton  fide  being  commanded 
by  lieut.  col.  Eyre,  and  that  on  New  London  fide  by 
the  general,  who  met  with  no  great  trouble.  Fort  Trum- 
bull  and  the  redoubt,  which  were  intended  to  cover  the 
harbour  and  town,  not  being  tenable,  were  evacuated 
as  he  approached,  and  the  few  men  in  them  crofled  the 
river  to  fort  Grifwold  on  Groton  Hill.  Arnold  proceeded 
to  the  town,  without  being  otherwife  oppofed  than  by 
the  fcattered  fire  of  fmall  parties  that  had  haftily  col- 
.led~ced.  Orders  were  fent  by  the  general  to  Eyre  for 
attacking  fort  GrirV/old,  that  fo  the  poiTedion  of  it  might 
prevent  the  efcape  of  the  American  /hipping.  The 
militia,  to  the  amount  of  about  157,  collected  for  its  de- 
fencev  but  fo  haftily  as  not  to  be  fully  furnifhed  with 
fire  arms  and  other  weapons.  As  the  affailants  approach- 
edj  a  firing  commenced,  and  the  flag  ftafF  was  foon 
fliot  down,  from  whence  the  neighbouring  fpeclators 
inferred,  that  the  place  had  furrendered,  till  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  firing  convinced  them  to  the  contrary. 
The  garrifon  defended  themfelves  with  the  greateft  re- 
folution  and  bravery  :  Eyre  was  wounded  near  the  work% 
and  major  Montgomery  killed  immediately  after,  fo  that 
the  command  devolved  on  major  Bromfield,  The  Br-i^ 

tifli 
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tifli  at  one  time  ftaggered ;  but  the  fort  being  out  of  1781* 
repair,  could  not  be  maintained  by  a  handful  of  men 
againft  fo  fuperior  a  number  as  that  which  aflfaulted  it. 
After  an  adion  of  about  40  minutes,  the  refolution  of 
the  royal  troops  carried  the  place  by  the  point  of  the 
bayonet.  The  Americans  had  not  more  than  half  a 
dozen  killed,  before  the  enemy  entered  the  fort ;  when 
a  fevere  execution  took  place  though  refiftance  ceafed. 
The  Britidi  officer  inquired  on  his  entering,  who  com- 
manded ;  col.  Ledyard  anfwered — "  I  did,  Sir,  but  you 
do  now  i"  and  prefented  him  his  fword.  The  colonel 
was  immediately  run  through  and  killed.  The  flain 
were  73,  the  wounded  between  30  and  40,  and  about 
40  were  carried  off  prifoners.  Soon  after  reducing  the 
fort,  the  foldiers  loaded  a  waggon  with  the  wounded,  as 
faid,  by  order  of  their  officers,  and  fet  the  waggon  off 
from  the  top  of  the  hill,  which  is  long  and  very  deep : 
the  waggon  went  a  confiderable  diftance  with  great  force* 
till  it  was  fuddenly  flopped  by  an  apple-tree,  which  gave 
the  faint  and  bleeding  men  fo  terrible  a  (hock,  that  part 
of  them  died  inftantly.  About  fifteen  vefiels  with  ef- 
fects of  the  inhabitants  retreated  up  the  river,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  reduction  of  the  fort ;  and  four  others  re- 
mained in  the  harbour  unhurt :  a  number  were  burnt  by 
the  fire's  communicating  from  the  ftores  when  in  flames. 
Sixty  dwelling  houfes  and  84  (lores  were  burned,  in- 
cluding thofe  on  both  fides  the  harbour  and  in  New 

o 

London.  The  burning  of  the  town  was  intentional,  and 
not  accidental.  The  lofs  that  the  Americans  fuftained 
in  this  deftru&ion  was  very  great  •>  for  there  v/ere  large 
quantities  of  naval  (lores,  of  European  goods,  of  Eaft 
and  Weft  India  commodities,  and  of  provifions  in  the 
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i7Sl«feverai  ftores.     The  Britifli  had  two  commilTioned  o#i- 
,cers  and   46  privates  killed;    eight  officers   (fome  of 
whom  are  fince  dead)  with  135  jion-commiflioned  and 
privates  wounded. 

We  now  proceed  to  the  relation  of  more  capital  and 
decifive  operations. 

The  deflination  of  count  de  GrafTe  to  a  co-operation 
with  the  Americans  was  known  by  the  Britifli  miniftry 
tim&  enough  for  their  fending  orders  to  Sir  George  Rod- 
ney to  counteract  him.  The  count  in  profecuting  the 
fixed  refolve  of  the  French  court  to  give  effectual  afiift- 
ance  to  the  United  States,  failed  with  his  whole  fleet  and 
a  large  convoy  from  Martinico  on  the  5th  of  July,  and 
arrived  at  Cape  Francois  by  the  middle  of  the  month, 
where  he  was  reinforced  by  five  fhips  of  the  line.  In 
the  beginning  of  Auguft  he  failed  from  the  Cape  with 
a  prodigious  convoy,  which  having  feen  out  of  danger, 
befide  touching  at  the  Havannah  for  money,  he  directed 
his  courfe  for  the  Chefapeak  with  28  fail  of  the  line  and 
feveral  frigates.  Admiral  Rodney,  defigning  to  return 
to  Great  Britain,  concluded  upon  fending  Sir  Samuel 
Hood  with  only  14  fail  of  the  line,  fome  frigates,  and 
a  fire  fhip,  to  the  Chefapeak;  and  forwarded  difpatches 
to  New  York,  to  acquaint  the  Britifli  commanders  with 
de  GrafTe's  motions  and  Hood's  deftination,  which  how- 
ever were  not  received  in  time.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  dif- 
-  covered  by  intercepted  letters,  that  Rochambeau  had 
,  inarched  with  the  French  troops  from  Rhode  Ifland ; 
.  that  their  battering  train  and  ftores  for  a  fiege  were  left 
at  Providence  under  little  more  than  a  militia  guards 
and  that  their  fleet  remained  in  Rhode  Ifland.  He  upon 
that  planned  an  .expedition  agabfl  them,  and  propofed 

it 
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it  to  adm.  Graves.     Graves  however  failed  on  a  cruife1?81 
before  Bofton.     When  he  returned  on  the  i6th  of  Au- 
giift,  the  propofal  was  renewed  :  but  it  was  now  become 
neceflary  to  refit  one  of  his  fhips,  and  to  repair  others, 
fo  that  his  fleet  could  not  be  ready  in  feafon.     Mr.  de 
Barras  failed  with  the  train  and  ftores  from  Rhode  Ifland  ^ 
on  the  25th  ;  concluding  from-de  GrafTc's  own  difpatches,  25! 
that  he  mud  be  then  at  the  Chefapeak.     De  Barras  was 
at  liberty  to  have-  undertaken  any  other  fervice :    but 
though  he  was  an  older  officer  than  de.GrafTe,  he  volun- 
tarily chofe  to  put  himfelf  under  his  command,  to  en- 
fure  an  obje£t,  the  attainment  of  which  v/as  of  fuch  im- 
menfe  confequence  to  the  allied  arms  of  France  and 
America.     On  the  day  of  his  failing,  Sir  Samuel  Hood 
arrived  off  the  Chefapeak,  where  he  expe&ed  to  have 
met  Graves  with  the  fquadron  from  New  York ;  but 
being  difappointed,  he  fent  a  frigate  to  that  commander 
with  the  news  of  his  arrival.     Had  they  formed  a  junc- 
tion at  this  period  and  place,  they  might  have  fecured 
the  Chefapeak,  and  have  prevented  de  Grafle's  enter- 
ing it  a  few  days  after.  Sir  Samuel  having  examined  the 
bay,  proceeded  to  the  capes  of  Delaware,  and  not  feeing 
or  hearing  any  thing  of  de  GrafFe,  made  the  bell  of  his 
way  to  Sandy  Hook,  where  he  arrived  on  the   28th.  28. 
On  that  day,  the  commanders  at  New  York  received 
intelligence,  that  Barras  had  failed  three  days  before  to 
the  fouthward.     Notwithftanding  the  hope  of  intercept- 
ing his  fquadron  before  it  could  join  de  Grafle,  muft 

have  been  a  new  incentive  for  exertions ;  it  was  three 

3 '  * 
days  before  Graves  could  be  in  readinefs  to  proceed 

from  New  York  with  five  fhips  of  the  line  and  a  fifty 
gun  to  the  'Hook,  and  from  thence  with  the  whole  fleet 
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I78lr  under  his  command  to  the  fouthward.     The  day  before  -t 
he  failed,  de  Grafle  arrived  in  the  Chefapeak.     On  his 
paflage  the  count  fell  in  with  and  took  a  packet  from 
Charleftown,  having  on  board  lord  Rawdon,  who  was 
on  his  return  to  Great  Britain. 

The  French  admiral  after  blocking  up  York  river, 
took  pofleflion  of  James's,  in  order  to  cover  the  boats 
of  the  fleet,  which  were  to  convoy  the  marquis  de  St. 
Simon,  with  3300  land  forces  from  the  Weft  Indies, 
eighteen  leagues  up  the  river,  to  form  a  junction  with 
Fayette.  Graves  received  no  intelligence  of  the  French 
fleet  (nor  they  of  his  approach)  till  they  were  difcovered 

Sept?  earjy  jn  the  morning  of  September  the  fth,  lying  at 
anchor,  to  the  number  of  24  fail  of  the  line,  juft  within 
Cape  Henry,  and  confequently  the  mouth  of  the  Chefa- 
peak. The  French  immediately  flipped  their  cables, 
and  turning  out  from  the  anchorage  ground,  Grafle 
threw  out  a  fignal  for  the  fhips  feverally  to  form  the  line 
as  they  could  come  up,  without  regarding  particular  fla- 
tions.  The  Britifh  fleet  amounted  to  nineteen  fhips  of 
the  line,  and  one  or  more  of  50  guns.  Through  va- 
rious delays  the  a6Hon  did  not  commence  till  four  o'clock, 
and  then  was  partial,  only  the  van  and  a  part  of  the 
Britifh  centre  being  able  to  come  near  enough  to  en- 
gage with  effect.  De  Grafle  did  not  aim  fo  much  at  a 
clofe  engagement,  as  at  keeping  pofleflion  of  the  Chefa- 
peak, and  laving  his  fliips  for  that  and  all  its  correfpon- 
dent  purpofes.  The  abfen.ce  of  1800  of  his  feamen, 
and  90  officers,  employed  in  conveying  Simons's 
troops  up  James  /iver,  .confirmed  him  in  his  avoidance 
of  a  hazardous  action.  Drake  with  the  rear  divifion, 
in  confequence  of  the  laft  tack,  becoming  the  van  of 

the 
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the  Britifh  fleet,  treated  the  French  van  fo  roughly,  that  Z7S 
they  bore  away, '  while  de  GrafTe  with  the  centre  edged 
tip  in  order  to  cover  their  retreat.  The  weight  of  the 
action  fell  principally  upon  the  Britifh  van,  the  centre 
coming  in  for  a  more  moderate  fhare,  and  feven  fail 
never  being  able  to  get  within  a  proper  gun-fhot  diftance 
of  the  French :  from  thefe  circumftances  Drake's  divi- 
fion  fufFered  feverely.  The  engagement  ended  about 
fun-fet.  The  {lain  on  board  the  Britifh  amounted  tor 
90,  and  the  wounded  to  230.  The  Shrewfbury  and  In- 
trepid bore  more  than  a  proportionable  fhare  of  this  lofs. 
Capt.  Robinfon  of  the  former  loft  a  leg,  and  capt.  Mol-  ' 
loy  of  the  latter  gained  great  honor,  by  the  gallantry 
with  which  he  fuccoured  and  covered. the  Shrewfbury, 
when  overborne  and  furrounded  by  the  French.  Ac- 
cording to  the  French  accounts,  no  more  than  15  fhips 
on  each  fide  were  engaged.  Admiral  Graves  ufed  all 
meafures  to  keep  up  the  line  during  the  night,  with  the 
defign  of  renewing  the  action  in  the  morning.  But  he 
difcovered  that  feveral  fhips  of  the  van,  and  the  Mon- 
tague of  the  centre,  had  fufFered  fo  much  in  their  mafts, 
that  they  were  in  no  condition  for  renewing  the  a<5r.ion> 
till  the  fame  were  fecured.  The  Terrible  was  fo  leaky 
as  to  keep  all  her  pumps  going,  and  the  Ajax  was  in 
little  better  condition.  The  hoftile  fleets  continued  for 
five  fuccefiive  days,  partly  repairing  their  damages,  and  * 
partly  manoeuvring  in  fight  of  each  other;  and  at  times 
were  very  near.  The  Britifh  were  fo  mutilated,  that 
they  had  not  fpeed  enough  to  attack  the  French ;  and 
thefe  fhowed  no  inclination  to  renew  the  a&ion,  though 
they  had  it  often  in  their  power,  as  they  generally  main- 
tained the  wind  of  Graves.  De  Grafie  fearing  left  by 
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J78l«fome  favorable  change  of  it,  the  Britifh  fhould  get  be- 
J0.  *  fore  him  to  the  Chefapeak,  returned  thither  on  the  loth. 
The  Richmond  and  Iris,  of  32  guns  each,  which  had 
been  fent  to  cut  away  the  buoys  of  the  French  anchors, 
fell  into  his  hands.     His  putting  to  fea,  and  continuing 
there  after  fighting  the  Britilh,  was  probably  the  faving 
of  de  B arras ;    for  during  de  GrafTe's  abfence  *,    the 
other  arrived  in  the  bay  with  eight  French  line  of  battle 
Ihips,  befide  frigates,  tranfports  and  victuallers,  bring- 
ing with  him  the  artillery  and  ftores  indifpenfably  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  fiege  of  York  Town.     The  American 
officers  were  in  great  pain  about  him,  when  they  heard 
of  Graves's  having  put  to  fea,  left  he  fhould  fall  in  with 
the  latter,  be  over-powered,  and  thereby  all  their  hopes 
of  capturing  lord  Cornwallis  be  difappointed.     De  Barras 
had  taken  a  wide  circuitous  courfe  to  avoid  being  in- 
tercepted. ;  but  that  very  precaution  might  have  proved 
his  ruin,  had  not  de  Grafie  left  the  Chefapeak  on  the 
5t;h,    and  engaged  and  manoeuvred  with  Graves.     In 
the  mean  time,  a  frefn  gale  and  a  head  fea  fo  increafed 
the  damage  and  danger  of  the  Terrible,    that  it  was 
found  neceffary  to  evacuate  and  then  burn  her.     This 
was  done  on  the  nth,  and  about  nine  at  night,  Graves 
bore  up  for  the  Chefapeak ;  but  upon  information's  be- 
ing brought  him,  that  the  French  fleet  were  all  anchor- 
ed within  the  Cape,  fo  as  to  block  the  pafTage,  it  was 
determined  by  a  council  of  war,  to  return  to  New  York, 
where  the  fleet  arrived* the  2Oth  of  September. 

*  See  count ^de  Grafle's  letter  to  the  chevalier  de  Luzerne,  Sept.  13, 
and  the  Baltimore  News-paper  of  Sept,  j8,  1781, 
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One  great  object  of  the  Britifh  force  in  Virginia  was  1781. 
the  eftablifhment  of  a  ftrong  poft  and  place  of  arms, 
which  by  embracing  fome  good  harbour,  or  command- 
ing one  of  the  great  navigable  rivers,  fhould  equally 
facilitate  future  hoftile  operations  whether  by  fea  or  land; 
and  which,  befide  giving  an  opportunity  for  diftreffing 
the  country,  if  the  reduction  of  it  could  not  be  effected, 
fhould  afford  fuch  a  ftation  for  the  Britifh  fleets  and 
cruifers,  as  would  render  them  entirely  maflers  of  Che- 
fapeak  bay.     But  the  utility  of  fuch  a  poft  was  necefla- 
rily  founded  on  the  confidence  of  a  conftant  naval  fupe- 
riority,  as  well  as  of  its  being  defenfible  by  a  moderate 
force  on  the  land  fide.     Upon  a  perfonal  examination  of 
Portfmouth,  lord  Cornwallis  difcovered  it  to  be  totally 
incompetent  to  the  purpofe  of  the  intended  poft.     Point 
Comfort  was  thought  to  be  no  lefs  defe&ive.    York 
Town  lying  on  the  river  of  that  name,  and  on  the  nar- 
roweft  part  of  the  peninfula  between  York  and  James 
rivers,  where  it  is  about  five  miles  over ;  and  Gloucefter 
Point  on  the  north  and  oppofite  fide,  and  projecting  ib 
far  into  the  river,  that  the  drftance  between  both  is  not 
much  above  a  mile,  affordecV  the  only  remaining  choice. 
They  entirely  commanded  the  navigation  of  the  river, 
which  is  fo  deep  at  this  place,  as  to  admit  of  fhips  of 
great  fize  and  burden  :  but  then  they  required  the  whole 
force  that  Cornwallis  porTefied  to  render  them  effective. 
His  lordfhip  gave  the  preference  to  them ;  and  repaired 
with  his  army  in  Auguft  to  the  peninfula.     He  applied 
himfelf  with  the  utmqft  diligence  to  fortify  thefe  pofts, 
and  to   render  them  equally  refpectable  by  land  and 
water.    .His  whole  force, amounted  to  about  7000  excel- 
lent troops.     Before. his  lordfnip  had  fixed. himfelf  and 
*  army 
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'78j«army  in  thefe  pofts,  a  feries  of  manoeuvres  had  taken 
place  between  him  and  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette ;  in 
which  the  Britifh  general  difplayed  the  boldnefs  of  en- 
terprife,  and  the  marquis  the  judgment  of  age,  blended 
with  the  ardor  of  youth.  Fayette,  under  various  pre- 
tences, fent  the  Pennfylvania  troops  to  the  fouth  fide  of 
James  river}  collected  a  force  in  Gloucefter  county; 
and  made  fundry  excellent  arrangements,  which  he  early 
communicated  to  de  GrafTe  by  an  officer, 

The  French  and  American  armies  continued  their 
march  from  the  northward,  till  they  arrived  at  the  Head 
of  Elk:  within  an  hour  after,  they  received  an  exprefs 
from  count  de  GrafTe,  with  the  joyful  account  of  his 
arrival  and  fituation.  This  circumftance  will  appear  the 
more  remarkable,  when  we  confider  the  original  diftance 
of  the  parties,  as  well  from  the  fcene  of  action  as  from 
each  other,  and  the  various  accidents,  difficulties  and 
delays,  to  which  they  were  all  liable.  The  greateft  har- 
mony fubfifted  between  Wafhington  and  Rochambeau, 
which  lefiened  fome  of  the  difficulties  attending  their 
joint  operations.  The  former  being  without  a  fuffici- 
ency  of  money  to  fupply  his  troops,  applied  to  the  count 
for  a  loan,  which  was  inftantly  granted.  In  order  to 
haften  the  arrival  of  the  allied  troops,  de  GrafTe  felected 
feven  veflels,  drawing  the  leaft  water,  to  tranfport  them 
down  Chefapeak  Bay.  But  the  moment  they  were  ready 
to  fail  on  this  iervice,  the  count  was  obliged  to  prepare 
for  repelling  the  Britilh  fleet.  When  Mr.  de  Barras 
arrived,  he  fent  up  thofe  transports  he  brought  with  him 

^   ^  fbtf  the  troops :  de  GrafTe  after  that  added  to  them  as 
25.  many  frigates  as  he  could  *.     By  the  25th  of  September 
*  Count  de  piaflc's  letter  of  September  13,  1781. 

all 
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ill  the  troops  were  arrived  and  landed  at  Williamfburgh, 
and  preparations  were  made  with  all  pofiible  difpatch 
for  putting  the  army  in  a  fituation  to  move  down  toward 
York  Town.  Gen.  Wafhington  and  count  de  Rocham- 
beau,  with  their  fuites  and  other  officers,  had  reached 
Williamfburgh  by  hard  travelling,  on  the  i4th,  eleven 
days  fooner.  Here  the  general  found  a  veflel  waiting  to 
convey  him  to  the  Capes  of  Virginia,  fent  by  count  de 
GrafTe,  as  he  could  not  with  propriety  leave  his  fleet. 
The  commander  in  chief  and  the  count  de  Rochafnbeau, 
accompanied  by  generals  Chaftellux,  Du  Portail  and 
Knox,  immediately  proceeded  to  vifit  the  count  on 
board  the  Ville  de  Paris.  A  council  was  held,  and  de 
GrafTe  detailed  his  engagements  to  be  in  the  Weft  Indies 
at  the  latter  end  of  October  or  beginning  of  Novem- 
ber. But  he  finally  agreed  to  continue  in  the  Chefapeak 
until  the  operation  againft  lord  Cornwallis  fhould  be  de- 
cided. After  which  the  company  returned. 

All  the  American  and  French  troops  formed  a  junc- 
tion at  Williamfburgh.  The  marquis  de  la  Fayette  had 
been  joined  by  3000  under  St.  Simon  fome  days  before 
the  25th.  The  whole  regular  force  thus  collected 
amounted  to  between  1 1  and  1 2,000  men.  The  militia 
of  Virginia  were  alfo  called  out  to  iervice,  and  were 
commanded  by  gov.  Nelfon.  On  the  ijth  Wafhington 
gave  out  in  general  orders — "  If  the  enemy  fhould  be 
tempted  to  meet  the  army  on  its  march,  the  general 
particularly  enjoins  the  troops  to  place  their  principal 
reliance  on  the  bayonet,  that  they  may  proye  the  vanity 
of  the  boaft  which  the  Britijh  make  of  their  peculiar  prowefs 
in  deciding  fatties  with  that  weapon"  The  next  morn- 
ing the  army  marched,  and  halted  about  r»vo  miles  from 

York 
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1781.  York  Town  juft  before  fun-fet.  The  officers  and  fol- 
diers  were  ordered  to  lie  on  their  arms  the  whole  night. 

30.  On  the  3Oth,  col.  Scammell  (being  officer  of  the  day) 
in  approaching  the  enem}T>s  outer  works,  to  fee  if  they 
had  really  left  them,  was  mortally  wounded  and  taken 
prifoner  by  a  party  of  the  enemy's  horfe,-  which  lay 
fecreted.  This  day  lord  Cornwallis  was  clofely  mvefted 
in  York  Town.  The  French  extended  from  the  river 
above  the  town  to  a  morafs  in  the  centre,  where  they 
were  met  by  the  Americans,  who  occupied  the  oppofite 
fide  from  the  river  to  that  fpot.  The  poft  at  Gloucefter 
Point  was,  at  the  fame  time,  invefted  by  the  duke  de 
Lauzun  with  his  legion,  and  a  number  of  Virginia 
militia  under  gen.  Weedon. 

Before  the  troops  left  Williamfburgh,  Wafhington 
received  a  letter  from  de  Grafle,  informing  him,  that  in 
cafe  of  the  appearance  of  a  Britifh  fleet,  the  count 
conceived  it  to  be  his  duty  to  go  out  and  meet  them 
at  fea,  inftead  of  fighting  in  a  confined  fituation.  This 
information  exceedingly  alarmed  the  general,  who  in- 
ftantly  faw  the  probability  of  the  Britifh  fleet's  ma- 
noeuvring in  fuch  manner,  as  to  reinforce  or  withdraw 
lord  Cornwallis.  To  prevent  a  meafure  pregnant  with 
fo  much  evil,  his  excellency  wrote  to  the  count  on  the 
26th — cc  I  am  unable  to  defcribe  the  painful  anxiety 
under  which  I  have  labored  fince  the  reception  of  your 
letter  of  the  2jd  inftant.  It  obliges  me  warmly  to  urge 
a  perfeverance  in  the  plan  agreed  upon.  The  attempt 
upon  York,  under  the  protection  of  your  Shipping,  is 
as  certain  of  fuccefs  as  a  fuperior  force  and  a  fuperiority 
of  meafures  can  render  any  military  operation.  The 
capture  of  the  Britifh  army  <  is-  a  matter  fo  important  in 

itfelf 
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itfelf  and  in  its  confequences,  that  it  muft  greatly  tend  j7Si. 
to  bring  an  end  to  the  war. — If  your  excellency  quits 
the  Bay,  an  accefs  is  open  to  relieve  York,  of  which 
the  enemy  will  inftantly  avail  themielves.  The  confe- 
quence  of  this  will  be,  not  only  the  difgrace,  -but  the 
probable  difbanding  of  the  whole  army ;  for  the  prefent 
feat  of  war  being  fuch,  as  abfolutely  precludes  the  ufc 
of  waggons,  from  the  great  number  of  large  rivers 
which  interfect  the  country,  there  will  be  a  total  want  of 
provifions.  This  province  has  been  fo  exhaufted,  that 
fubfiftence  muft  be  drawn  from  a  diftance,  and  that  can 
only  be  done  by  a  fuperior  fleet  in  the  Bay.  I  earheftly 
beg  your  excejlency  to  confider,  that  if  by  moving  your 
fleet  from  the  fituation  agreed  upon,  we  lofe  the  prefent 
opportunity,  we  fhall  never  hereafter  have  it  in  our 
power  to  ftrike  fo  decifive  a  ftroke,  and  the  period  of  an 
honorable  peace  will  be  further  diftant  than  ever. — 
Suppofmg  the  force,  faid  to  have  arrived  under  adm. 
Digby,  to  be  true,  their  whole  force  united  cannot  be 
fuch  as  to  give  them  any  hope  of  fuccefs  in  the  attack- 
ing your  fleet. — I  am  to  prefs  your  excellency  to  perfe- 
vere  in  the  fcheme  fo  happily  concerted  between  us. 
Permit  me  to*  add,  that  the  abfence  of  your  fleet  from 
the  Bay  may  fruftrate  our  defign  upon  the  garrifon  at 
York.  For,  in  the  prefent  fituation,  lord  Cornwallis 
might  evacuate  the  place  with  the  lofs  of  his  artillery, 
baggage,  and  a  few  men — facrifices,  which  would  be 
-highly  juftifiable,  from  the  defire  of  faving  the  body  of 
the  army.  The  marquis  de  la  Fayette  carries  this.  .He 
is  not  to  pafs  the  Cape  for  fear  of  accident,  in  cafe  you 
Ihould  be  at  fea."  This  letter,  with  the  marquis's  per- 
•fuafions,  had  the  defired  effe&$  and  the  fame  hour 

when 
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*78l»when  the  combined  army  appeared  before  York  Town, 
the  French  fleet  was  brought  to  the  mouth  of  York 
river,  and  by  their  pofition  effectually  covered  all  fub- 
fequent  military  operations,  and  prevented  either  the  re- 
treat or  fuccour  of  lord  Cornwallis's  army  by  water. 
The  ftofls  of  York  and  Gloucefter  were  the  moft  favor- 
able of  any  in  the  country  for  befieging  the  Brhilh,  and 
preventing  their  efcape,  when  the  fiege  was  fupported 
by  a  fuperior  land  and  naval  force. 

Lord  Cornwallis  was  fufficiently  ftrong  for  fighting 
the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  even  after  he  had  been  joined 
by  St.  Simon  j  and  is  thought  to  have  been  miftaken 
in  not  engaging  them  either  feparately  or  together.  The 
moment  he  heard  that  the  allied  troops  were  at  the 
Head  of  Elk,  and  that  de  Graffe  was  arrived  with  fo 
powerful  a  fleet  at  the  Chefapeak,  his  lordfhip  fliould 
-have  pufhed  off  for  Charleftown.  Therefore  it  was  that 
gen.  Greene  wrote  to.  baron  Steuben  on  the  iyth — 
<c  Nothing  can  fave  Cornwallis  but  a  rapid  retreat 
through  North  Carolina  to  Charleftown."  His  lord- 
•ihip's  coilduct  was  influenced  by  an  expectation  of  a  re- 
inforcement from  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  a  full  per- 
fgafion  that  thofe  exertions  would  be  made  at  New  York, 
and  fuch  a  naval  ftrength  would  arrive  from  thence  in 
time,  as  would  effectually  relieve  him.  This  may  be 
gathered  from  his  writing  on  the  i6th — <c  If  I  had  no 
hopes  of  relief,  I  would  rather  riik  an  action  than  defend 
•my  half-fmifhed  works.  But  as  you  fay,  adm.  Digby 
is  hourly  expected,  and  have  promifed  exertions  to  affift 
me,  I  do  not  think  myfelf  juftifiable  in  putting  the  fate 
of  the  war  upon  fo  defperate  an  attempt."  He  muft 
'have  meant  that  of  fighting  Fayette  and  St.  Simon,  for 

the 
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the  troops  of  Wafhington  and   Rochambcau  did  not1?8 
arrive  till  afterward.     Fayette  had  taken  a  ftrong  pofi- 
tion :  but  the  attempt  would  not  have  appeared  fo  def- 
perate  to  his  lordfhip,  had  he  known  the  real  number 
of  the  enemy. 

The  trenches  were  opened  by  the  combined  armies  on 
the  6th  of  October,  at  600  yards  diftance  from  Corn- 
wallis's  works.  The  night  being  dark  and  rainy  was 
well  adapted  to  the  fervice,  in  which  there  was  not  a 
man  hurt.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  9th,  the  redoubts 
and  batteries  being  completed,  a  general  difcharge  of 
24  and  1 8  pounders  and  of  10  inch  mortars  commenced 
by  the  Americans  on  the  right,  and  continued  all  night 
without  intermiflion.  The  next  morning,  the  French 
opened  their  batteries  on  the  left,  and  a  tremendous  roar 
of  cannon  and  mortars  was  continued  for  6  or  8  hours 
without  ceafing.  There  was  an  incefiant  fire  through 
the  fucceeding  night.  By  one  of  the  French  Ihells,  the 
•Charon  of  44  guns  and  a  tranfport  fhip  were  fet  on  fire 
and  burnt.  The  following  morning,  the  enemy's  other 
guard  fhip  was  fired  by  one  of  the  American  fheils. 
and  confumed.  At  night,,  the  befiegers  opened  their 
fecond  parallel,  200  yards  from  the  works  of  the  be- 
fieged.  The  Americans  had  3  men  killed  and  i  wounded 
by  a  French  cannon,  which  fired  too  low.  On  the  i4th 
in  the  evening,  an  Ameriran  battalion  was  ordered  into 
the  fecond  parallel,  and  to  begin  a  large  battery  in  ad- 
vance on  the  ^ight.  A  few  minutes  before  they  began 
to  break  ground,  the  enemy  kept  a  conftant  fire  upon 
them :  one  of  their  (hells  burft  in  the  centre  of  the  bat- 
talion, and  killed  a  captain  and  i  private,  and  wounded 
a  fecond.  The  fire  .of  the  befieged  was  very  gregt 
4  through,. 
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'78i«  through  the  night;  and  it  was  thought  that  the  befieget* 
loft  as  many  men  within  24  hours  at  this  period,  as 
they  had  done  nearly  the  whole  fiege  before. 

Two  redoubts,  which  were  advanced  about  200  yards 
on  the  left  of  the  Britiih,  greatly  impeded  the  progrefs 
of  the  combined  armies.  An  attack  on  thefe  was  there- 
fore propofed. — To  excite  a  fpirit  of  emulation  the  re- 
duction of  the  one  was  committed  to  the  French,  of  the 
other  to  the  Americans.  The  light  infantry  of  the  latter 
were  commanded  by  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette;  and 
the  fervice  was  allotted  to  a  felcct  corps.  The  marquis 
faid  to  gen.  Wafhington — cf  The  troops  fhould  retaliate 
on  the  Britifh,  for  the  cruelties  they  have  praftifed." 
O&.  The  general  anfwered — <c  You  have  full  command,  and 
H»  may  order  as  you  pleafe."  The  marquis  ordered  the 
party  to  remember  New  London,  and  to  retaliate,  by 
putting  the  men  in  the  redoubt  to  the  fword  after  having 
carried  it.  The  men  marched  to  the  aflault  with  un- 
loaded arms,  at  dark  on  the  night  of  the  I4th,  parTed 
the  abbatis  and  palifades,  and  attacking  on  all  fides 
carried  the  redoubt  in  a  few  minutes,  with  the  lofs  of 
8  killed  and  28  wounded*.  Lieut,  col.  Laurens  per- 
ibnally  took  the  commanding  officer.  The  colonePs 
humanity  and  that  of  the  Americans  fo  overcame  their 
refentments,  that  they  fpared  the  Britiih.  When  bring- 
ing 'them  off  as  prifoners,  they  faid  among  themfelves 
— cc  Why  !  how  is  this  ?  We  were  ordered  to  put  them 
to  death."  Being  afked  by  others  why  they  had  not 

*  Major  Gibbs,  the  commander  of  the  men  that  formed  the  guards 
•for  Wafhington's  pcrfon,  received  a  fmall  contufion  in  his  leg  by  a 
grape  mot.  His  manufcripts  of  the  tranfaftions  before,  at  and  after 
the  fiege,  are  often  ufed  in  this  narrative, 

done 
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done  it,  they  anfwered — "  We  could  not,  when  they1?81* 
begged  and  cried  fo  upon  their  knees  for  their  lives." 
About  five  of  the  enemy  were  kitted,  and  i  major,  I 
captain,  i  enfign,  and  20  privates  captured.  Col.  Ha- 
milton, who  conduced  the  enterprife  with  much  addrefs 
and  intrepidity,  in  his  report  to  the  marquis  mentioned 
to  the  honor  of  his  detachment — "  that,  incapable  of 
imitating  examples  of  barbarity,  and  forgetting  recent 
provocations,  they  fpared  every  man  that  ceafed  to  re- 
fill." The  French  were  equally  fuocefsful  on  their  fide. 
They  carried  the  redoubt  committed  to  them  with  rapi- 
dity, but  loft  a  confiderable  number  of  men.  Thefe 
two  works  being  taken  into  the  fecond  parallel  facilitated 
the  fublequent  operations. 

The  Britifh  were  fo  weakened  by  the  fire  of  the  com- 
bined armies,  but  chiefly  by  ficknefs,  that  lord  Corn- 
wallis  could  not  venture  any  confiderable  number  in  the 
making  of  fallies.  The  prefent  emergency  however  was 
fuch,  that  a  little  before  day  break  of  the  morning  of 
the  1 6th  he  ordered  a  fortie  of  about  400  men,  under  i& 
lieut.  col.  Abercromby,  to  attack  two  batteries  which 
appeared  to  be  in  the  greatcft  forwardnefs,  and  to  fpike 
the  guns.  Two  detachments  were  appointed  to  the  fer- 
vices  and  both  attacks  were  made  with  fuch  impetuofity, 
that  the  redoubts  which  covered  the  batteries,  were 
forced,  and  eleven  pieces  of  cannon  fpiked.  The 
French  troops,  who  had  the  guard  of  that  part  of  the 
intrenchment,  fuffered  confiderably.  This  fuccefsful 
action  did  honor  to  the  officers  and  troops  engaged,  but 
produced  no  eiTential  benefit.  The  cannon,  being  haftily 
fpiked,  were  foon  rendered  again  ferviceable;  and  the 
combined  forces  were  fo  induftrious,  that  they  finifhed 

VOL.  IV.  O  their 
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J78l» their  batteries,  opened  them  about  4  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  and  fired  brifkly.  Their  feveral  batteries 
were  now  covered  with  near  100  pieces  of  heavy  ord- 
nance; and  the  Britifh  works  were  fo  deftroyed,  that 
they  could  fcarcely  fhow  a  fingle  gun. 

Thus  was  lord  Cornwallis  reduced  to  the  necefiity  of 
preparing  for  a  furrender,  or  of  attempting  an  efcape. 
He  determined  upon  the  latter.  Boats  were  prepared 
under  different  pretexts,  for  the  reception  of  the  troops 
by  ten  at  night,  in  order  to  pafs  them  over  to  Gloucefter 
Point.  The  arrangements  were  made  with  the  utmoft 
fecrecy.  The  intention  was  to  abandon  the  baggage, 
and  to  leave  a  detachment  behind  to  capitulate  for  the 
towns  people,  and  for  the  fick  and  wounded,  his  lord- 
fhip  having  already  prepared  a  letter  on  the  fubjecl,  to 
be  delivered  to  gen.  Wafhington  after  his  departure. 
The  firft  embarkation  had  arrived  at  Gloucefter  Point, 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  troops  were  already  landed, 
when  the  weather,  which  was  before  moderate  and  calm, 
inftantly  changed  to  a  moft  violent  ftorrn  of  wind  and 
rain.  The  boats  with  the  remaining  troops  were  all 
driven  down  the  river,  and  the  defign  of  pafling  was 
not  only  entirely  fruft  rated,  but  the  abfence  of  the  boats 
rendered  it  impofiible  to  bring  back  the  troops  from 
Gloucefter.  Thus  weakened  and  divided,  the  army  was 
in  the  moft  imminent  danger.  The  boats  however  re- 
turned ;  and  the  troops  were  brought-back  without  much 
lofs  in  the  courfe  of  the  forenoon. 

Matters  were  now  haftening  to  a  crifis,  which  could 
not  be  longer  averted.  The  Britilh  works  were  finking 
under  the  weight  of  the  American  and  French  artillery. 
The  continuance  of  the  allied  fire,  only  for  a  few  more 
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hours,  would  reduce  them  to  fuch  a  condition  that  it1?81 
would  be  raflinefs  to  attempt  their  defence.     The  time 
for  expecting  relief  from  New  York  was  elapfed.     The 
flrength  and  fpirits  of  the  royal  troops  were  worn  down 
by  condant  watching,  and  unremitting  fatigue.     Lord 
Cornwallis  therefore  fent  out  a  flag  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  o« 
morning  of  the  tyth,  with  a  letter  to  gen.  Wafhington,  17. 
requefting  a  ceflation  of  arms  for  twenty-four  hours, 
and  that  commiflioners  might  be  appointed  for  digefling 
the  terms  of  capitulation.     An  anfwer  was  given  3  and 
a  reply  forwarded  in  the  afternoon ;  to  which  Wafhing- 
ton  rejoined  the  next  day,  declaring  the  general  bafis 
on  which  the  capitulation  might  take  place.     Commit- 
fioners  were  appointed—- on  the  fide  of  the  allies  vifcount 
de  Noaille,  and    lieut.  col.  Laurens,  whofe  father  was 
in  clofe  confinement  at  the  Tower,  while  the  fon  was 
drawing  up  articles  by  which  an  Englifh  nobleman  and 
a  Britiih  army  became  prifoners.     While  fettling  the 
terms,  the  vifcount  wifhed  his  lordihip  to  ftate,  upon 
his  honor,  the  value  of  the  military  cheft.     His  lordfhip 
declared  it  to  be  about  iSool.  fterling.     The  vifcount 
obierved  that  the  fum  was  fo  trifling,  that  it  was  not 
worth  bringing  into  the  account,  and  therefore  was  for 
leaving  it  entirely  at  Cormvallis's  difpofal.     Laurens  in- 
terfered, and  obferved  to  his  colleague,  that  though  it 
was  natural  for  a  fubject  of  one  of  the  greateft  monarchs 
in  the  world  to  think  iSool.  an  inconfiderable  fum,  yet, 
for  his  part,  being  a  ftibjeft  of  an  infant  ftate,  ftruggling 
with  infinite  inconveniencies,  and  where  money  was  very 
rare,  he  muft  deem   it  a  very  considerable  fnm ;  and 
therefore  he  infilled  that  it  fhould  be  accounted  for.  This 
was  accordingly  done  ;  and  afterward  it  was  paid  into  the 
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i78i. hands  of  Timothy  Pickering,  efq;  the  American  quar- 
ter mailer  general,  to  the  amount  of  2113!.  6s.  fteiTmg, 
eftimating  the  dollar  at  45.  8d.  There  being  a  mani- 
feft  impropriety  in  the  Americans  ftipulating  for  the 
return  of  the  negroes,  while  they  themfelves  were  avow- 
edly righting  for  their  own  liberties,  they  covered  their 
intention  of  reporTerTing  them,  under  thefe  general  terms 
with  which  the  fourth  article  clofed — "  It  is  underftood, 
that  any  property  obvioufly  belonging  to  the  inhabitants 
of  thefe  ftates,  in  the  pofTefTion  of  the  garrifon,  fhall  be 
fubject  to  be  reclaimed." 

O£        The  pofts  of  York  and  Gloucefter  were  furrendered. 
19.    on  the  1 9th.     The  honor  of  marching  out  with  colours 
flying,    which  had  been  denied  to  gen.  Lincoln,    was 
now  refufed  to  lord  Cornwallis;  and  Lincoln  was  ap- 
pointed to  receive  the  fubmiiTion  of  the  royal  army  at 
York  Town,  precifely  in  the  fame  way  his  own  had  been 
conducted  about  1 8  months  before.  The  troops  of  every 
kind  that  furrendered  prifoners  of  war,  exceeded  7000 
men ;  but  fuch  was  the  number  of  fick  and  wounded,, 
that  there  were  only  3800  capable  of  bearing  arms.  The 
officers  and  foldiers  retained  their  baggage  and  effects. 
Fifteen  hundred  feamen  partook  of  the  fate  of  the  gar- 
rifon.    The  Guadaloupe  frigate  of  24  guns,  and  a  num- 
ber of  tranfports  were  furrendered  to  the  conquerors: 
about  20  tranfports  had  been  funk  or  burnt  during  the 
liege.     The  land  forces  became  prifoners  to  congrefs ; 
but  the  feamen  and  fhips  were  afligned  to  the  French 
admiral     The  Americans  obtained  a  numerous  artil- 
lery," 75  brafs  ordnance  and  69  iron,  cannon,  howitzers 
and  mortars. 

Lord 
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Lord  Cornwallis  endeavoured  to  obtain  ^ermifTion1 7 8'« 
for  the  Britifh  and  German  troops  to  return  to  their  re- 
fpedtive  countries,  under  engagements  not  to  ferve  againft 
France  or  America  ;  and  alfo  an  indemnity  for  thole  in* 
habitants  who  had  joined  him :  but  he  was  obliged  to 
confent,  that  the  former  fhould  be  retained  in  the  go- 
vernments of  Virginia,  Pennfylvania  and  Maryland  5 
and  that  the  latter,  whofe  cafe  lay  with  the  civil  autho- 
rity of  the  ftates,  ihould  be  given  up  to  the  unconditi- 
onal mercy  of  their  countrymen.  His  lordfhip  how^ 
ever  obtained  per  million  for  .the  Bonetta  (loop  of  war 
to  pafs  unexamined,  which  gave  an  opportunity  of  fcreen- 
ing  thole  of  the  royalifts  who  were  molt  obnoxious  to 
the  refentments  of  the  Americans.  He  took  care  alfo 
to  have  it  ftipulated,  that  no  article  of  the  capitulation 
fhould  be  infringed  on  pretext  of  reprifal.  His  lord- 
fhip,  with  all  civil  and  military  officers,  except  thofe  of 
the  latter  who  were  neceflarily  left  behind  for  the  pro- 
tection .and  government  of  the  foldiers,  were  at  liberty 
to  go  upon  parole,  either  to  Great  Britain  or  New  York. 
He  acknowledged  in  his  public  letter,  that  the  treat- 
ment which  he  and  the  army  had  received  after  the  fur- 
render,  was  perfectly  good  and  proper.  His  lordlhip 
fpake  in  thefe  warm  terms  of  the  kindnefs  and  attention 
fhown  to  them,  by  the  French  officers  in  particular— 
"  Their  deliberate  fenfibility  of  our  fituation,  their  ge- 
nerous and  prefiing  offers  of  money,  both  public  and 
private,  to  any  amount,  has  really  gone  beyond  what  I 
can  poflibly  defcribe." 

On  the  2Oth  of  October,  the  American  commander 
in  chief,  congratulated  in  general  orders  the  army  on 
{he  glorious  event  of  the  preceding  day  j  and  tendered 
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J78l'to  the  generals,  officers  and  privates,  his  thanks  in  the 
warmed  language.  He  with  gratitude  returned  his  fin*- 
cere  acknowledgments  to  gov.  Nelfon  of  Virginia,  for 
the  fuccours  received  from  him  and  the  militia  under 
him.  To  fpread  the  general  joy  in  all  hearts,  he 
commanded  that  thofe  of  the  army,  who  were  under 
arreft,  Ihould  be  pardoned  and  fet  at  liberty.  The  or- 
ders clofed  with — cc  Divine  fervice  iliali  be  performed 
to-morrow  in  the  different  brigades  and  divisions.  The 
commander  in  chief  recommends,  that  all  the  troops 
that  are  not  upon  duty,  do  afiift  at  it  with  a  ierious  de- 
portment, and  that  fenfibility  of  heart  which  the  recol- 
lection of  the  furprifing  and  particular  interpofition  of 
Providence  in  our  favor  claims." 

The  Britilh  fleet  and  army  deftined  for  the  relief  of 

oa*   lord  Cornwallis,  arrived  off  the  Chefapeak  on  the  24th; 

**"  but  on  receiving  authentic  accounts  of  his  furrender,  they 
returned  to  New  York.  A  few  days  after  their  firft  return, 
the  fleet  was  increafed  by  four  fhips  of  the  line  :  but 
fuch  was  the  iuperiority  of  the  French  by  de  Barras's 
junction  with  de  GrafTe,  that  nothing  fhort  of  defperate 
circumftances  could  juflify  attempting  a  fre.fh  engage- 
ment. Thefe  circumftances  however  exifting,  the  Bri- 
tilh naval  commanders  ufed  all  pofnble  expedition  in 
refitting  the  fhips,  with  the  ciefign  of  extricating  Corn- 
wallis and  his  army.  The  delay  occafioned  by  this  bu- 
finefs  feemed  to  be  compenfated  by  the  arrival  of  the 
Prince  William  and  Torbay  men  of  war  from  Jamaica. 
It  was  determined  that  every  exertion  Ihould  be  ufed 
both  by  the  fleet  and  army,  to  form  a  junction  with  the 
Britilh  force  in  Virginia.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  embarked 
with  above  7000  of  his  beft  forces.  It  was  nevcrthe- 
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Jefs  the  1 9th -of  Odober  before  the  fleet  could  fall  down  Z78'« 
to  the  Hook.     They  amounted  to  25  ihips  of  the  line, 
2  fifties,  and  8  frigates.     When  they  appeared  off  the 
Chefapeak,  the  French  made  no  manner  of  movement, 
though  they  had   36  {hips  of  the  line,    being  fatisfied 
with  their   preient    fuccefs.      The  main  error,   which 
paved  the  way  to  the  capture  of  the  Britifh  army,  ap- 
pears to  be  the  omiflion  of  fending  a  larger  force  from 
the  Weft  Indies  than  that  which  was  difpatched  under 
Sir  Samuel  Hood,     A  few  more  fliips  in  the  firfl  in- 
fiance  might   have   prevented  that   moft  woful  difap- 
pointment,  with  which  both  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  lord 
Cornwallis  have  been  painfully  exercifed. 

Every  argument   and  perfuafion  was  ufed  with  the 
count  de  Grafle  to  induce  him  to  aid  the  combined  army 
'in  an  operation  againft  Charleftown  ;  but  the  advanced 
feafon,  the  orders  of  his  court,  and  his  own  engage- 
ments to  be  punctual  to.  a  certain  time  fixed  for  his  ul- 
terior operations,   prevented  his  compliance.     His  in- 
ftructions  had  fixed  his  departure  even   to  the  jjth  of 
October;    he  however   early  engaged   to   flay   longer. 
Could  he  have  extended  his  co-operation  two  months 
more,  there  would  moft  probably  have  been  a  total  ex- 
tirpation of  the  Britifh  force  in  the  Carolinas  and  Geor« 
gia.     On  the  27th,  the  troops  under  the  marquis  St.  27. 
Simon  began  to  embark  for  the  Weft  Indie:, ;  and  about 
the  5th  of  November  de  Grafle  failed  from  the  Chefa- 
peak. 

The  marquis  de  la  Fayette  being  about  to  leave  Ame* 
rica,  the  following  exprefnons  made  a  part  of  the  orders 
ifiued  by  him  previous  to  his  departure  from  York 
Town— ><c  Orders  for  the  firft  brigade  of  light  infantry, 
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inSi.if&ed  by  major  general  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  Oct. 

O(^*  31,   1781.     In  the  moment  the  major  general  leaves 
this  place,  he  wifhes  once  more  to  exprefs  his  gratitude 
to  the  brave  corps  of  light  infantry,  who  for  nine  months 
paft  have  been  the  companions  of  his  fortunes.     He  will 
never  forget,  that  with  them  alone  of  regular  troops,  he 
had  the   good  fortune   to  manoeuvre  before  an   army, 
which  after  all  its  reductions,  is  flill  fix  times  fuperior 
to  the  regular  force  he  had  at  that  time."     Four  days 
after,  this  brigade  embarked  for  the  Head  of  Elk ;  the 
invalids  of  the  American  troops  deftined  for  the  north- 
ward   having    previoufiy  done   it.      The  New  Jerfey 
and  part  of  the  New  York  lines  marched  by  land,  and 
were  to  join  the  troops  which  went  by  water,    at  the 
Head  of  Elk.     Such  cavalry  as  were  wanted  by  gen. 
Greene  marched  feveral  days  before ;  and  on  the  fth  of 
November  a  reinforcement  marched  under  gen.  St.  Clair, 
in  order  to  ftrengthen  him  for  further  offenfive  opera- 
tions in  South  Carolina.     The  feafon  of  the  year  was 
unfavorable  for  the  return  of  the  troops  to  the  North 
river,  fo  that  they  fufFered  much  in  doing  it.     But  they 
'and  their  comrades  had  been  bleflfed  with  a  feries  of  the 
moft  delightful  weather  from  the  beginning  of  their  march 
toward  York  Town  until  the  reduction  of  the  place, 

No  fooner  had  congrefs  received  and  read  gen.  Walh- 
ington's  letter,  giving  information  of  the  redudion  of 
the  Brulfh  army,  than  they  refolved  on  the  24th  of  Oc- 
tober, that  they  would  at  two  o'clock  go  in  procefllon 
to  the  Dutch  Lutheran  church,  and  return  thanks  to  Al- 
mighty God,  for  crowning  the  allied  arms  of  the  United 
States  .and  France,  with  fuccefs  by  the  furrender  of  the 
whole  Britilh  army  under  the  command  of  earl  Corn- 

wallis 
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wallis.  This  army  had  fpread  wafte  and  ruin  over  the 
face  of  Virginia  for  400  miles  on  the  fea-coaft,  and  for 
200  to  the  weftward.  Their  numbers  enabled  them  to 
go  where  they  pleafed ;  and  their  rage  for  plunder  dif- 
pofed  them  to  take  whatever  they  efteemed  mod  valu- 
able. The  reduction  of  fuch  an  army  occafioned  tranf- 
ports  of  joy  in  the  breaft  of  every  American.  But  that 
joy  was  increafed  and  maintained,  by  the  further'confi- 
deration  of  the  influence  it  would  have  in  procuring  fuch 
a  peace  as  was  defired.  Two  days  after,  the  congrefs 
iflued  a  proclamation  for  religioufly  obferving  through 
the  United  States,  the  ijth  of  December,  as  a  day  of 
thankfgiving  and  prayer.  On  the  29th  of  October,  they 
refolved,  that  thanks  fhould  be  prefented  to  gen.  Wafh- 
ington,  count  de  Rochambeau,  count  de  GralTe,  and 
the  officers  of  the  different  corps,  and  the  men  under 
their  command,  for  their  fervices  in  the  reduction  of 
lord  Cornwallis.  They  alfo  refolved  to  erect  in  York 
Town  a  marble  column,  adorned  with  emblems  of  the 
alliance  between  the  United  States  and  his  moft  chriftian 
majefty  j  and  infcribed  with  a  fuccinct  narrative  of  the 
furrender  of  the  Britifh  army.  Two  Hands  of  colours 
taken  from  the  royal  troops,  under  the  capitulation,  were 
prefented  to  gen.  WauYmgton  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States  in  congrefs  •affembled  -,  and  two  pieces  of  field 
ordnance  fo  taken,  were  by  a  refolve  of  congrefs,  to  be 
prefented  by  gen.  Wafhington  to  count  de  Rochambeau, 
with  a  fhort  memorandum  engraved  thereon,  "  that 
congrefs  were  induced  to  prefent  them  from  confidera- 
tions  of  the  illuftrious  parr  which  he  bore  in  effectuating 
the  furrender."  It  was  further  refolved  to  requeft  the- 
chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  to  inform  his  moft  chriftian 

majefty, 
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i78i.majefly,  that  it  was  the  wiih  of  congrefs,  that  count  de 
GrafTe  might  be  permitted  to  accept  a  teftimony  of  their 
approbation,  fimilar  to  that  which  was  to  be  prefented 
to  count  de  Rochambeau.  Legiflative  bodies,  execu- 
tive councils,  city  corporations,  and  many  private  focie- 
ties,  prefented  congratulatory  addrefles  to  gen.  Wafhr 
ington,  accompanied  with  the  warmeft  acknowledg- 
ments to  count  de  Rochambeau,  count  de  GrafTe,  and 
the  other  officers  in  the  fervice  of  his  moft  chriflian  ma- 
iefly.  Places  of  public  worfhip  refounded  with  grateful 
praifes  to  the  Lord  of  Hofts,  the  God  of  battles,  before, 
at,  and  after  the  appointed  day  of  thankfgiving.  The 
fmgularly  interefling  event  of  captivating  a  fecond  royal 
army,  produced  fuch  ftrong  emotions  in  numbers, 
both  of  minifbers  and  people,  that  they  could  not  wait 
the  arrival  of  the  day. 

The  Britifh  projected  an  attack  on  the  northern  fron- 
tiers of  New  York  ftate.  Major  Rois  advanced  from 
the  weftward  as  far  as  Johnftown,  with  a  body  of  600, 
regulars,  rangers,  and  Indians.  Col.  Willet  gaining 
intelligence  of  them,  marched  with  between  4  and  500 
levies  and  militia,  and  attacked  them  on  the  25th  of 
October.  They  were  defeated  and  purfued  into  the 
wildernefs.  On  the  28th  the  colonel  furaifhed  the  choiceil 
of  the  troops  with  five  days  provifion,  and  60  Oneida 
Indians  were  attached  to  them.  The  purfuit  was  re- 
commenced j  and  by  the  joth  in  the  morning,  the  Ame- 
ricans fell  in  with  the  enemy  j  but  when  too  fatigued 
to  continue  the  chafe,  left  it  to  the  Oneida  Indians, 
who  at  length  got  up  with  major  Butler,  juft  as  he  and 
feveral  of  his  men  had  forded  a  bad  creek.  The  Onei- 
das  fired,  and  with  their  rifles  killed  Ibme  and  wounded 

Butler. 
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Butler.    They  then  croffed  over  to  him.    On  his  afking  1781. 
quarter,    they  anfwered  Cherry  Valley  quarter  (alluding 
to  his  having  denied  it  there  when  afked,  in  Novem- 
ber 1778)  and  difpatched  him  though  the  requeil  was 
renewed. 

The  following  acts  and  concerns  of  congrefs  deferve 
to  be  noticed.  On  the  jcth  of  Odlober,  they  elected 
major  general  Lincoln  fecretary  of  war.  The  next  Sun- 
day  they  attended  at  the  Roman  catholic  chapel  with 
the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  and  many  other  gentlemen 
of  diftindion,  and  heard  Monf.  de  Bandole,  chaplain 
to  the  French  embafiy,  deliver  the  following  difcourfe 
— cc  Gentlemen,  a  numerous  people  aiTembled  to  ren- 
der thanks  to  the  Almighty  for  his  mercies,  is  one  of 
the  moft  affecting  objects,  and  worthy  the  attention  of 
the  Supreme  Being.  While  camps  refound  vvith  tri- 
umphal a6tions,  while  nations  rejoice  in  victory  and 
glory,  the  mofc  honorable  office  a  minifter  of  the  altars 
can  fill,  is  to  be  the  organ  by  which  public  gratitude  is 
conveyed  to  the  Omnipotent. — Thofe  miracles  winch 
he  once  wrought  for  his  choien  people  are  renewed  in 
our  favor ;  and  it  would  be  equally  ungrateful  and  im- 
pious not  to  acknowledge,  that  the  event  which  lately 
confounded  our  enemies  and  fruftrated  their  defigns,  was 
the  wonderful  work  of  that  God  who  guards  your  liber- 
ties.— And  who  but  He  could  fo  combine  the  circum- 
ftances  which  led  to  fuccefi  ?  We  have  feen  our  ene- 
mies puih  forward  amid  perils  almoft  innumerable,  amid 
objects,  aimoft  infunnountable,  to  the  fpot  which  was 
defigned  to  witnefs  their  difgrace ;  yet  they  eagerly 
fought  it  as  their  theatre  of  triumph  !— Blind  as  they 
were,  they  bore  hunger,  thirft  and  inclement  Ikies, 

poured 
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1781.  poured  out  their  blood  in  battle  againft  brave  republi- 
cans, and  croffed  immenfe  regions  to  confine  themfelves 
in  another  Jericho,  whofe  walls  were  fated  to  fall  before 
another  Jofhua.     It  is  He?"  whofe  voice  commands  the 
winds,  the  feas  and  the  feafons,  who  formed  a  junction 
on  the  fame  day,  in  the  fame  hour,  between  a  formid- 
able fleet  from  the  fouth,  and  an  army  rufhing  from  the 
worth,  like  an  impetuous  torrent.      Who  but  He,  in 
whofe  hands  are  the  hearts  of  men,  could  infpire  the 
allied  troops  with  the  friendfnips,  the  confidence,   the 
tendernefs  of  brothers  ?  How  is  it  that  two  nations  once 
divided,  jealous,  inimical,  and  nnrfe'd  in  reciprocal  pre--* 
judices,  are  now  become  fo  cordially  united  as  to  form 
but  one  ?  Worldlings  would  fay,  it  is  the  wifdom,  the 
virtue,  and  moderation  of  their  chiefs ;  it  is  a  great  na- 
tional intereft  which  has  performed  this  prodigy.     They 
will  fay,  that  to  the  fkill  of  the  generals,  to  the  courage 
of  the  troops,  to  the  activity  of  the  whole   army,  we 
mull  attribute  this  fplendid  fuccefs.     Ah  !  they  are  ig- 
norant, that  the  combining  of  fo  many  fortunate  cir- 
cumflances,  is  an  emanation  from  the  All-perfect  Mind  ; 
that  courage,  that^O,  that  activity,  bear  the  facred 
impreflion  of  Him  who  is  divine. — For  how  many  fa- 
vors have  we  not  to  thank  Him  during  the  courfe  of 
the  prefent  year  ?  Your  union,  which  was  at  firft  fup- 
ported  by  juftice  alone,  has  been  confolidated  by  your 
courage,  and  the  knot  which  ties  you  together  is  be- 
come indiflbluble,  by  the  acceffion  of  all  the  ftates,  and 
the  unanimous  voice  of  all  the  confederates.  Yon  prefent 
to  the  univerfe  the  noble  fight  of  a  fociety,  which  found- 
ed in  equality  and  juftice,  fecure  to  the  individuals  who 
compofe  it,  the  utmoft  happinefs  which  can  be  derived 

from 
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from  human  inftitutions.  This  advantage,  which  fo 
many  other  nations  have  been  unable  to  procure,  even 
after  ages  of  effort  and  mifery,  is  granted  by  Divine 
Providence  to  the  United  States  j  and  his  adorable  de- 
crees have  marked  the  prefent  moment  for  the  comple- 
tion .of  that  memorable  happy  revolution,  which  has  taken 
place  in  this  extenfive  continent.  While  your  councils 
were  thus  acquiring  new  energy,  rapid  multiplied  fuc- 
ceifes  have  crowned  your  arms  in  the  fouthern  flates. — 
\Y  e  have  feen  the  unfortunate  citizens  of  thefe  flates 
forced  from  their  peaceful  abodes  ; — after  a  long  and 
cruel  captivity,  old  men,  women  and  children,  thrown 
without  mercy  in;x>  a  foreign  country.  Mailer  of  their 
lands  and  their  flaves,  amid  his  temporary  affluence,  a 
fuperb  victor  rejoiced  in  their  diftrefies.  But  Philadel- 
phia has  witncfTed  their  patience  and  fortitude;  they 
have  found  here  another  home,  and  though  driven  from 
their  native  foil,  they  have  blefTed  God  that  he  has  deli- 
vered them  from  the  prefence  of  their  enemies,  and  con- 
fided them  to  a  country,  where  every  jufl  and  feeling 
man  has  flretched  out  the  helping  hand  of  benevolence. 
Heaven  rewards  their  virtue.  Three  large  Hates  are  at 
once  wrefled  from  the  foe.  The  rapacious  foldier  has 
been  compelled  to  take  refuge  behind  his  ramparts,  and 
pppreiTion  has  vanifhed  like  thofe  phantoms  which  are 
diffipated  by  the  morning  ray.—- On  this  folemn  occa- 
fion,  we  might  renew  our  thanks  to  the  God  of  battles, 
for  the  fuccefs  he  has  granted  to  the  arms  of  your  allies 
and  your  friends,  by  land  and  by  fea,  through  the  other 
parts  of  the  globe.  But  let  us  not  recall,  thofe  events 
which  too  clearly  prove  how  much  the  hearts  of  our  ene- 
;mies  have  been  obdui  aicd.  Let  us  proftrate  ourlelves 

at 
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1781.  at  the  altar,  and  implore  the  God  of  mercy  to  fufpend 
his  vengeance,  to  fpare  them  in  his  wrath,  to  infpire 
them  with  fentiments  of  juftice  and  moderation,  to  ter- 
minate their  obflinacy  and  error,  and  to  ordain  that 
your  victories  be  followed  by  peace  and  tranquillity. 
Let  us  befeech  him  to  continue  to  fhed  on  the  coun- 
cils of  the  king  your  ally,  that  fpirit  of  wifdom,  of  juf- 
tice and  of  courage,  which  has  rendered  his  reign  fo 
glorious.  Let  us  entreat  him  to  maintain  in  each  of  the 
Hates  that  intelligence  by  which  the  United  States  are 
infpired.  Let  us  return  him  thanks,  that  a  faction 
whcfe  rebellion  he  has  corrected,  now  deprived  of  fup- 
port,  is  annihilated.  Let  us  offer  him  pure  hearts,  un<- 
fbiled  by  private  hatred  or  public  diffenfion ;  arxd  let 
us  with  one  will  and  one  voice,  pour  forth  to  the  Lord 
that  hymn  of  praife,  by  which  chriftians  celebrate  their 
gratitude  and  his  glory." 

The  moft  important  books  and  papers  of  congrefs 
engaged  at  length  the  attention  of  the  enemy.  A  fcheme 
was  concerted  for  carrying  them  off.  Lieut.  Moody, 
who  had  been  fo  fuccefsful  in  taking  the  American  mails, 
was  employed.  He  remained  on  the  Jerfey  fide  of  the 
Delaware,  while  his  brother  John  Moody,  and  another 
or  two  repaired  to  Philadelphia.  Before  they  could  ex- 
ecute  the  bufmefs  intruded  to  them,  a  difcovery  took 
place ;  and  fome  of  them  were  feized.  Parties  were  fent 
acrofs  the  Delaware  to  fecure  the  lieutenant ;  but  he 
eluded  all  their  exertions,  and  efcaped  in  an  extraordi- 
nary manner.  His  brother  and  a  fellow  foldier  were 
brought  before  a  board  of  officers,  at  which  the  marquis 
de  la  Fayette  prefided,  and  were  indulged  with  a  can- 
did and  full  hearing.  An  opinion  of  the  officers  being 

reported 
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reported  to  the  board  of  war,  and  approved,  they  were 
fentenced  to  die.  John  Moody  was  executed  on  the 
13th  of  November,  the  other  was  refpited.  The  care 
of  congrefs  will  be  engaged  the  more  by  this  fruitlefs 
project,  to  guard  againft  any  future  attempts  of  a  fimi- 
lar  nature. 

On  the  23d  of  November  they  refolved,  cf  That  ma- 
jor  gen.  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  have  permifilon  to 
go  to  France,  and  that  he  return  at  fuch  a  time  as  fhall 
be  mod  convenient  to  him: — That  he  be  informed, 
that  on  a  review  of  his  conduct  throughout  the  paft 
campaign,  and  particularly  during  the  period  in  which 
he  had  the  chief  command  in  Virginia,  the  many  new 
proofs  which  prefent  themfelves  of  his  zealous  attach- 
ment to  the  caufe  he  has  efpoufed,  and  of  his  judg- 
ment, vigilance,  gallantry  and  addrefs  in  its  defence, 
have  greatly  added  to  the  high  opinion  entertained  by 
congrefs  of  his  merits  and  military  talents : — That  he 
make  known  to  the  officers  and  troops  whom  he  com- 
manded during  that  period,  that  the  brave  and  enter- 
prifing  fervices  with  which  they  feconded  his  zeal  and 
efforts,  and  which  enabled  him  to  defeat  the  attempts  of 
an  enemy  far  fuperior  in  numbers,  have  been  beheld 
by  congrefs  with  particular  fatisfaction  and  approbati- 
on : — That  the  fecretary  for . foreign  affairs  acquaint  the 
minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  that  it  is 
the  defire  of  congrefs  that  they  confer  with  the  marquis 
de  la  Fayette,  and  avail  themfelves  of  his  information 
relative  to  the  fituation  of  public  affairs  in  the  United 
States: — That  the  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs,  further 
acquaint  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles,  that  he  will  conform  to  the  intention  of  congrefs, 

by 
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1781.  by  consulting  with  and  employing  the  aflifbnce  of  the 
marquis  de  la  Fayette,  in  accelerating  the  fupplies  which 
may  be  afforded  by  his  moft  chriftian  majefty  for  the 
nfe  of  the  United  States : — That  the  fuperintendant  of 
finance,  the  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs,  and  the  board 
of  war,  make  fuch  communications  to  the  marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  touching  the  affairs  of  their  refpective  de- 
partments, as  will  bed  enable  him  to  fulfil  the  purpofe 
of  the  two  refolutions  immediately  preceding : — That 
the  fuperintendant  of  finance  take  order  for  difcharging 
the  engagement  entered  into  by  the  marquis  de  la  Fa- 
yette with  the  merchants  of  Baltimore" — when  he  bor- 
rowed money  of  them  on  his  own  credit,  for  fupplying 
.his  troops  with  necefTaries. 

Nov.  General  Wafhington  attended  congrefs  according  to 
*2-  order,  and  being  introduced  by  two  members,  the  pre- 
fident  addreffed  him  as  follows — cc  Sir,  congrefs  at  all 
times  happy  in  feeing  your  excellency,  feel  particular 
pleasure  in  your  prefence  at  this  time,  after  the  glorious 
luccefs  of  the  allied  arms  in  Virginia.  It  is  their  fixed 
purpofe  to  draw  every  advantage  from  it  by  exhorting 
the  Hates  in  the  ftrcngeft  terms,  to  the  moft  vigorous 
and  timely  exertions.  A  committee  has  accordingly  - 
been  appointed  to  Hate  the  requisitions  neceffary  to  be 
made  for  the  eflablifhment  of  the  army,  and  they  are 
inftrudted  to  confer  with  you  upon  that  subject.  It  is 
therefore  the  expectation  of  congrefs,  that  your  excel- 
lency would  remain  for  fome  time  in  Philadelphia,  that 
they  may  avail  themfelves  of  your  aid  in  this  important 
bulinefs,  and  that  you  may  enjoy  a  refpite  from  the 
fatigues  of  war,  as  far  as  is  confiftent  with  the  fervice.'-* 
To  which  his  excellency  made  the  following  reply — 

««  Mr. 
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«  Mr.  Prefident,  I  feel  very  fenfibly  the  favorable  de- 
claration  cf  congrefs  exprefied  by  your  excellency.  This 
freih  proof  of  their  approbation  cannot  fail  of  making, 
a  deep  imprefiion  upon  me,  and  my  ftudy  fhall  be  to 
deferve  a  continuance  of  it.  It  is  with  peculiar  pleafure 
I  hear  that  it  is  the  fixed  purpofe  of  congrefs  to  exhort 
the  ftates  to  the  moft  vigorous  and  timely  exertions  :  a 
compliance  on  their  parts  will,  I  perfuade  myfelf,  be  pro- 
duclive  of  the  moft  happy  confequences. — I  fhall  yield 
a  ready  obedience  to  the  expectation  of  congrefs,  and 
give  every  afiiftance  in  my  power  to  their  committee. 
I  am  obliged  by  the  goodnefs  of  congrefs  in  making 
my  perfonal  eafe  and  convenience  a  part  of  their  con- 
cern* Should  the  fervice  require  my  attendance  with 
the  army  upon  the  North  river  or  elfewhere,  I  fhall  re- 
pair to  whatever  place  my  duty  calls,  with  the  fame  plea- 
fure that  I  remain  in  this  city."  Ott  thelaftday  of  the 
year  congrefs  agreed  to  An  ordinance  to  incorporate  the 
Jubfcribers  to  the  bank  of  North  America. 

A  few  days  before,  gen.  Wafhington  wrote — cc  The 
whole  bufmefs  of  prifoners  of  war  brought  under  one 
regulation,  might  probably  put  a  flop  to  thofe  mutual 
complaints  of  ill  treatment  which  are  frequently  urged 
on  either  part.  For  it  is  a  fact,  that  for  above  two  years 
we  have  had  no  reafon  to  complain  of  the  treatment  of 
the  continental  land  prifoners  in  New  York,  neither  have 
we  been  charged  with  any  improper  conduct  toward 
thofe  in  our  hands.  I  confider  the  fufferings  of  the  fea- 
men  for  fome  time  paft  as  arifing  in  a  great  meafure 
from  the  want  of  that  general  regulation,  and  without 
which  there  will  be  conftantly  a  great  number  remaining 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. — I  know  of  no  method  fo 

VOL.  iV  P  likely 
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78 1.  likely  to  put  an  end  to  the  mutual  complaints  on  both 
fides,  as  that  of  having  all  priibners  given  up  to  the 
commiffary  general  to  be  by  him  exchanged.'* 

In  this  letter  there  is  an  allufion  to  an  improper  con- 
duct, toward  the  Britifh  prifoners  in  the  hands  of  the 
Americans,  which  leads  me  to  mention  the  cafe  of  the 
convention  troops.     While  in  Virginia  they  were  often 
but  badly  fervid  with  meat.     The  chief  of  what  the 
American  Contractor  had  procured  for  their  fupply  was 
iuch  as  they  could  not  eat.     The  Britifh  commanding 
officer  at  length  made  his  complaint,  and  obtained  leave 
to  have  it  furveyed,  when  it  was  condemned  in  general. 
The  American  quarter  mailers  were,  upon  that,  obliged 
to  go  all  over  Virginia  in  fearch  of  fait  provifions,  the 
want  of  which  was  fuch,  at  one  time^  that  the  prifoners 
had  fix  weeks  meat  due  to  them.     On  this  an  addition 
Of  one  half  more  was  made  to  the  allowance  of  Indian 
meal,  and  the  troops  lived  upon  meal  and  water.    When 
afterward  removed  to  Frederick -town  in  Maryland,  they 
Complained  of  meeting  with  much  ill  ufage,    and  of 
being  badly  fupplied  with   provifions  and  aimoft  half 
ftarved.     This  treatment  made  the  men  defert  in  great 
numbers.     Inftances  of  improper  conduct  toward  other 
prifoners  undoubtedly  cxiiled.     But  the  general  treat- 
ment of  them  was  good ;  and,  wherein  it  was  other-wife, 
fell  fo  fhort  of  what  the  Briufh  pra&ifed  toward  the 
Americans,  that  the  former  frequently  declared  of  the 
latter,  that  norwithibanding  all  their  threats,  they  were 
afraid  to  retaliate. 

.  The  Britifh  power  in  Georgia  being  too  weak  to  pre- 
vent it,  there  has  been  a  complete  re-eftabli foment  of 
American  government.     The  general  aiTembly  was  con- 
vened 
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vened  at  Augufta  on  the  i6th  of  Auguft.  General  1782. 
Greened  fuccefs  in  South  Carolina,  having  opened  the 
way  for  gov.  Rutledge's  fafe  return  to  that  ftate,  he  ex- 
ercifed  his  authority  afrefh,  and  on  the  27  th  of  Septem- 
ber, iflued  a  proclamation,  offering  thofe  inhabitants  of 
the  ftate  who  had  joined  the  Britifh,  pardon  on  condi- 
tion of  their  doing  fix  months  militia  duty,  with  the 
exception  of  fuch  as  had  taken  cornmiflions,  figned  con- 
gratulatory addrefTes  on  Britifh  victories,  or  who  had 
been  otherv/ife  active  in  fupport  of  their  government. 
In  a  few  v/eeks,  feveral  hundreds  came  out  of  the  Britifh 
lines,  and  greatly  reinforced  the  American  militia.  Many 
were  now  as  afilduous  in  framing  excufes  for  having 
arranged  themfelves  under  the  Britiih  ftandard,  as  they 
had  been  the  year  before  to  apologize  for  their  involun- 
tary fupport  of  rebellion.  Several  caft  themfelves  on 
the  public  mercy,  though  excepted  by  the  proclamation. 
The  governor  afterward  iflued  writs  for  a  new  election 
of  reprefentatives,  by  virtue  of  the  extraordinary  power 
delegated  to  him  before  the  furrender  of  Charleftown. 
The  elections  were  to  be  held  in  the  ufual  places  where 
it  was  practicable,  and  in  other  cafes  as  near  as  fafety 
and  other  circumftances  would  permit.  •  It  was  ordered 
by  the  fame  authority,  that  at  the  election  the  votes  of 
fuch  only  fhould  be  received  as  had  never  taken  Britifh 
protection,  or  who  having  taken  it,  had  notwith {land ing 
rejoined  their  countrymen,  on  or  before  the  dace  of  the 
proclamation.  Other  perfons,  though  refidents,  were 
not  confidered  as  freemen  of  the  ftate,  or  entitled  to  the 
full  privilege  of  citizenfhip.  To  counteract  the  feveral 
meafures  of  the  governor,  general  Leflie  ifTued  a  pro- 
clamation on  the  1 5th  of  December,  alluring  his  ma- 
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1 781. jelly's  loyal  fubjects  in  the  province,  that  they  might 
rely  on  fpeecly  and  effectual  fupport  being  given  to 
them,  by  the  exertions  of  the  forces  under  his  com- 
mand ;  and  at  the  fame  time  giving  notice,  that  the 
fevered  punifhments  fhould  be  inflicted  on  all  who,  hav- 
ing folicited  for  and  obtained  the  enjoyment  of  the  pri- 
vileges of  a  Britiiri  fubjecl:,  fhould  again  take  arms 
againft  his  majefty's  government,  or  ferve  in  any  civil 
capacity  under  a  fecond  usurpation. 

Vermont,  though  not  admitted  into  the  confederation, 
nor  acknowledged  by  the  United  States,  exercifes  all  the 
powers  of  an  independent  ilate — has  her  legiflative,  judi- 
cial and  executive  branches,  and  will  continue  them, 
without  fubjedling  herfelf  to  the  payment  of  any  part  of 
.the  continental  debt  till  received  into  the  union. 


LETTER      VII. 

Rotterdam,  sltril  jc,   1782. 
FRIEND  G. 

rTT^  H  E  congrefs  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

•*•     having  at  length   (that  they  might  gain  Spain) 

agreed  to  recede  from  their  claim  to  the  navigation  of 

the  Miilifiippi,  Mr.  Jay,  agreeable  to  the  requeft  of  the 

Sept   count  de  Florida  Blanca,  delivered  in  proportions  rela- 

22,    tive  to  an  intended  treaty,  on  the  22d  of  Jail  September. 

The 
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The  6th  article  was  thus  exprefled  —  "  The  United  J?* 
States  (hall  relinquish  to  his  catholic  majefty,  and  in 
future  forbear  to  ufe,  the  navigation  of  the  river  Miilif- 
fippi  from  the  point  where  it  leaves  the  United  States 
down  to  the  ocean.!7  But  it  was  accompanied  with  this 
remark  of  his  among  others  —  cc  If  the  acceptance  of  it 
jfhould,  together  with  the  propofed  alliance,  be  poftponed 
to  a  general  peace,  the  United  States  will  ceafe  to  confider 
themfelves  bound  by  any  proportions  or  offers,  which 
he  may  now  make  in  their  behalf."  The  defign  of  the 
Spanifh  court  appears  to  be  the  drawing  of  all  fuch  con- 
ceffions  from  the  United  States,  that  their  prefent 
tliftrefs  and  the  hopes  of  aid  may  extort.  Befide,  by 
protracting  negotiations  about  the  treaty,  they  may  in- 
tend to  avail  themfelves  of  thefe  conceiTions  at  a  future 
day,  when  the  inducements  for  offering  them  have 
ceafed.  They  neither  refufe  nor  promife  to  afford  the 
United  States  further  aids.  Delay  may  be  deemed 
their  fyftem.  The  American  commiflioners  at  the 
European  courts  labor  under  great  difadvantages,  as  their 
difpatches  brought  by  the  captains  of  vefiels  are  not  fent 
to  them  by  a.trufty  officer,  and  therefore  are  liable  to 
be  opened  and  fuppreffed,  as  is  known  to  have  been  done 
in  certain  inftances.  Few  of  the  proceedings  of  con- 
grefs  remain  long  fecret  ;  and  one  of  their  agents  has 
informed  them,  that  he  had  very  good  authority  for 
faying,  that  copies  of  the  letters  which  '  paffed  between 
the  committee  and  the  late  commifiioners  in  France, 
are  now  in  the  hands  of  a  certain  foreigner.  How  he 
got  them  the  agent  knows  not  ;  but  he  ^flerts  it  as  a, 
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The  arrival  of  the  Britilh  Weft  India  trade  was  fo 
much  later  than  had  been  expelled,  that  adm.  Darby 
kept  the  fea  till  November.  It  is  fomewhat  remark- 
able, that  neither  the  allied  Meets,  nor  the  Britifh,  took  a 
fingle  prize  during  the  long  term  they  were  refpectively 
at  fea. 

The  Spaniards,  though  they  engaged  in  the  expedi- 
tion againfl  Minorca,  did  not  relax  in  their  operations 
againft  Gibraltar.  For  the  more  certain  and  fpeedy  re- 
duction of  the  place,  they  erected  flupendous  works, 
which  were  at  length  arrived  at  the  higher!:  ftate  of  per- 
fection, after  immenfe  labor  and  expence.  Gen.  Elliot 
confidered  this  as  the  proper  feafon  for  attempting  at 
once  to  fruftrate  all  their  views,  by  attacking,  ftorming 
and  destroying  them.  The  time  being  fixed  and  the 
arrangements  made,  a  ftrong  detachment  iflfued  from 
the  garrifon  upon  the  fetting  of  the  moon,  at  3  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  The  troops  were  divided  into  three 
columns,  -and.  the  whole  commanded  by  gen.  Rofs, 
Each  column  was  formed  in  the  following  order,  viz. 
an  advanced  corps,  a  body  of  pioneers,  a  party  of  artil- 
lery men  carrying  combuftibies,  a  fuftaining  corps,  and 
a  refer ve  in  the  rear.  The  pioneers  of  the  left  column 
were  feamen.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  filence  and 
order  of  the  march,  the  vigor  and  fpirit  of  the  attack, 
or  the  exact  combination  of  all  the  parts.  The  whole 
exterior  front  of  the  Spanifh  works  was  every  where  at- 
tacked, at  the  fame  inftant,  and  the  ardor  of  the  troops 
was  irrefiiftible.  The  Spaniards  gave  way  on  every  fide, 
and  foon.  abandoned  their  works  with  the  utmoffc  preci- 
pitation. In  half  an  hour,  two  mortar  batteries  of  ten  13 
inch,  mortars,  and  three  bati^rks  of  heavy  cannon,  with 

all 
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ail  the  lines  of  approach,  communication  and  traverfe, 
were  in  flames,  and  whatever  was  fubjecl:  to  the  action 
of  fire  was  finally  reduced  to  allies.     The  mortars  and 
cannon  were  fpiked,  and  their  beds,  carriages  and  plau 
forms  deftroyed.     The  magazines  bliew   up  one  after 
another  in  the  courfe  of  the  conflagration.     The  whole 
Spanifli  camp  continued  fpectators  .of  the  havoc,  with- 
out an  effort  to  fave  or  even  avenge  their  works,  unlefs 
an  ill  directed  and  ineffectual  fire  of  round  and  grape 
ihot  might  be  confidered  as  either.     The  whole  fervice 
was  performed,  and  the  detachment  returned  to  the  gar- 
rifon  before  day  break.     Its  lofs  was  too  inconfiderable 
to  be  mentioned. 

On  the  27th  of  November,  his  Britifh  majefty  went 
to  the  houfe  of  peers  and  opened  the  feilion  of  parlia- 
ment. The  fpeech  expreffed  -the  king's  determined  re- 
folution  to  perfevere  in  the  defence  of  his  dominions, 
until  fuch  a  pacification  could  be  made  as  might  confifl 
with  the  honor  of  his  crown,  and  the  permanent  interefl 
arid  fecurity  of  his  people.  The  loffes  in  America  were 
neither  didembled  nor  palliated ;  but  dated  as  the  ground 
for  requiring  the  firm  fupport  of  parliament,  and  a  more 
vigorous,  animated  and  united  exertion  of  the  faculties 
and  refources  of  the  people.  The  favorable  appear- 
ance of  affairs  in  the  Eaft  Indies  was  noticed ;  which 
was  the  only  ray  of  fuccefs  with  which  the  fpeech  was 
illuminated.  An  account  had  been  received,  that  on 
the  i ft  of  July,  Sir  Eyre  Coote  with  his  little,  army 
came  to  a  general  action  with  Hyder  Ally,  which  lafted 
eight  hours,  and  was  a  hard  fought  day  on  both  fides. 
The  amazing  fuperiority  of  the  enemy  yielded  at  length 
to  the  fteadinefsj  fpirit  and  bravery  of  Sir  Eyre's  troops. 

P  4  Hyder 
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i78i.Hyder  Ally  retreated  precipitately  after  having  had  4000 
killed,  among  whom  were  many  of -his  principal  officers. 
Sir  Eyre  loft  but  few  officers,  and  about  400  privates 
killed  and  wounded. 

The  motion  for  an  addrefs  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
produced  a  warm  and  animated  debate,  which  continued 
till  two  in  the  morning.  Mr.  Fox  moved  for  an  amend- 
ment, by  omitting  that  part  of  it  which  promifed  to 
fupport  the  American  war ;  an.d  propofed  a  new  one, 
exprefling  a  wifn  for  a  new  fyftcm  of  meafures,  which 
the  houfe  would  affift  to  forward.  But  it  was  rejected 
by  218  againft  129.  During  the  debate,  Mr.  Burke 
obferved,  that  "  The  colonel  Laurens,  who  drew  up 
the  articles  of  capitulation,  when  lord  Cornwallis  fur- 
rendered,  is  the  fon  of  Mr.  Laurens,  who  has  been 
committed  clofe  prifoner  to  the  Tower  of  London,  of 
which  lord  Cornwallis  is  himfclf  the  governor;  and  thus 
his  lordfhip  became  a  prifoner  to  the  fon  of  his  own  pri- 
foner." In  the  houfe  of  lords  an  amendment  to  the  ad- 
drefs was  propofed  by  lord  Shelburne  in  a  very  mafterly 
ipeech,  but  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  75. 

Mr.  Burke  had,  in  the  former  feflion,  moved  for  an 

inquiry  into  the  conduct  obferved  on   the  capture  of 

Statia,  which  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  near  two 

Dec   to  one.     He  brought  on  the  bufinefs  afrefh ;  and  in  his 

4-      fpeech  on  the  occafion  mentioned,  that  three  months 

were  fpent  by  the  Britiih.  commanders  in  difpofing  of 

and  fecuring  the  plunder  of  the  ifland  3  that  Sir  George 

Rodney's  fleet  amounted  to  21  fail  of  the  lines,  and  that 

the  whole  French  force,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  count 

de  Graffe,  confifted  only  of  8  fhips  of  die  line,  and  one 

.fifty.     He  faid,  this  favorable  opportunity  was  entirely 

neglected, 
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neglefted,  the  whole  Britifh  fleet,  and  near '3,000  chofeh'1?8'- 
troops,  being  kept  upward  of  two  months  "in  a  (late  of 
total  inaction,  for  the  important  fervice  of  protecting 
the  fales  at  Statia.  He  afcribed  to  the  fame  difgraceful 
caufe,  as  a  fecond  misfortune,  the  weaknefs  of  the  de- 
tachment fent  under  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  ro  prevent  the 
jundion  of  the  French  fleet  in  the  Weft  Indies  with 
that  which  de  GralTe  brought  from  Europe.  Sir  George 
declared  in  reply,  that  he  made  the  feizure  of  the  effects 
for  the  fole  and  exclufivc  benefit  of  the  crown  ;  and  had 
no  intelligence,  till  long  after  the  confifcation,  of  his 
majefty's  intentions  to  relinquifh  his  right  in  favor  of 
the  fleet  and  army ;  that  his  prgfence  at  Statia  was  abfo- 
lutely  necefTary  for  fome  time  ;  that  during  that  period, 
he  had  planned  two  expeditions,  one  againft  Cura^oa, 
the  other  againft  Surinam,  and  was  upon  the  point  of 
putting  them  into  execution,  when  he  received  intelli- 
gence of  the  approach  of  de  Grafle,  whofe  fleet  was  re- 
ported to  confift  of  no  more  than  1 2  fail  of  the  line ; 
and  that  confequently  he  thought  Sir  Samuel  Hood  a 
fufficient  match  with  fifteen. 

An  humble  addrefs,  remonftrance  and  petition  of  the  5. 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  livery  of  the  city  of  London 
was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  prefented  to  his  majefty 
fitting  on  the  throne.  The  king  determining  to  receive 
it  at  the  levee,  the  mode  of  thus  prefenting  it  was  de- 
clined. It  was  however  publifhed.  The  language  2nd  <- 
fentiments  of  it  are  peculiarly  ftfiking — "  It  is  (ir-ey  fay) 
with  inexpreffible  concern,  that  we  have  heard  your  rmjtfty 
declare,  in  your  fpeecli  to  both  houfes  of  parliament,' 
your  intention  of  perfevering  in  a  fyftem  of  meafures 
which  has  proved  fo  diia,ilrous  to  this  country.  Your 

majefly's 
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1781.  majefty's  minifters  have,  by  falie  afiertions  and  fallacious 
fuggeftions,-  deluded  your  majefty  and  the  nation,  into 
the  preftnt  unnatural  and  unfortunate  war.     The  confe- 
quences  -of  this  delufion  have  been,  that  the  trade  of 
this  country  has  fuffered  irreparable  iofres :  the  landed 
property  through  the  kingdom  has  been  depreciated  to 
the  moft  alarming  degree :  the  property  of  your  ma- 
jefty's fubjecls,  veiled  in  the  public  funds,  has  loft  above 
one  third  of  its  value:  private  credit  has  been  almoft 
wholly  annihilated,  by  the  enormous  intereft  given  in  the 
public  loans,  fuperior  to  that  which  is  allowed  by  law 
in  any  private  contract :  your  majefty's  fleets  have  loit 
their  wonted  fuperiority  :  your  armies  have  been  cap* 
tured :  your  dominions  have  been  loft :  and  your  ma- 
jefty's faithful  fubjects  have  been  loaded  with  a  burden 
of  taxes,    which,    even  if  our   victories   had    been  as 
fplendid  as  our  defeats  have  been  difgraeeful,  if  our  ,ac- 
cefiion  of  dominion  had  been  as  fortunate  as  the  dif- 
memberrnent  of  the  empire  has  been  cruel  and  difaf- 
trous,  could  not  in  itfelf  be  confidered  but  as  a  great 
and  grievous  calamity.     We  befeech  your  majefty  no 
longer  to  continue  in  a  delufion,  from  which  the  nation 
has  awakened  ;  and  that  your  majefty  will  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  relinquifh  entirely,  and  for  ever,  the  plan  of 
reducing  our  brethren  in  America  to  obedience  by  force. 
We  further  humbly  implore  your  majefty,  that  your 
majefty  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  difmifs  from  your 
prefence  and  councils,  all  the  advifers,  both  public  and 
fecret,  of  the  meafures  we  lament,  as  a  pledge  to  the 
world  of  your  majefty's  fixed  determination  to  abandon 
a-  fyftem  incompatible  with  the  interefts  of  your  crown> 
and  the  happinefs  of  your  people," 

Oa 
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On  the  day  appointed  for  voting  the  army  fupplies,  L?8* 
the  houfe  of  commons  was  early  and  uncommonly  crowd-   LZ. 
ed.     The  oppofition  forefeeing  the  difficulties  miniftry 
would  be  under,  was  induced  to  bring  forward  certain 
motions,  which  might  difcover  the  number  of  thofe  in 
the  houfe,  who  with  refpect  to  their  general  political  fen- 
timents,  agreed  in  opinion  with  them  on  the  profecu- 
tion  of  the  war.     A  coalition  from  ail  parties  was  de- 
figned,  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  obliging  the  crown  to  put 
an  end  to  the  attempt  of  reducing  the  Americans  to 
obedience  by  force.     Sir  James  Lowther  moved,  "  that 
all  our  efforts  to  fubjugate  America  have  been  fruitlefs,. 
either  for  the  purpofe  of  fupporting  our  friends,  or  con- 
quering our  enemies;  and  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
houfe,  that  all  future  attempts  to  reduce  the  Americans 
to  obedience  by  force,  will  be  ineffeclual  and  injurious  to 
the  true  intereils  of* this  country,  by  weakening  her  powers 
to  refift  her  ancient  and  confederated  enemies."     Thefe  ' 
motions  were  oppofed  by  the  whole  flrength  of  govern-  ' 
ment ;  which  however  produced  but  a  fmall  majority, 
the  numbers  for  therrr  being  179,  and  againft  them  220. 
This  fufficiently  fhowed  a  prevailing  change  of  fentiment 
in  regard  to  the  American  war ;  and  indeed  all  orders  • 
of  men  began  to  reprobate  it  with  unreftrained  free*- 
dom.  .* 

Before  the  adjournment  of  the  houfe  for  the  holidays, 
Mr.  Burke  brought  up  a  reprefentation  and  prayer,  ad- 
dreffed  to  the  houfe  of  commons  by  Mr.  Laurens  him- 
felf,  which  was  laid  on  the  table.  It  was  written  by  the 
petitioner  with  a  black-lead  pencil;  he  having,  as  is 
thought,  refufed  to-  accept  of  fome  indulgences  lately" 
offered  him,  and  among  the  rclt  that  of  pen  and  ink," 

the" 
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.  the  ufe  of  which  had  been  flridtly  forbidden  him/ during 
the  greateft  part  of  his  confinement.  The  houfe  was: 
alfo  informed  by  Mr.  Burke,  that  congrefs  had  offered 
to  exchange  gen.  Burgoyne  for  Mr.  Laurens  -,  and  many 
reaibns  were  urged  by  him  for  its  taking  place.  Mr. 
Laurens  was  at  length  brought  before  lord  Mansfield  on 
the  laft  day  of  the  year,  in  confequence  of  an  order  from 
the  fecretary  of  (late,  and  was  di (charged  upon  certain 
conditions.  He  then  repaired  to  Bath  for  the  recovery 
of  his  health,  which  had  been  much  impaired  by  his 
confinement  and  the  hardfhips  with  which  it  was  accom- 
panied. 

Before  the  i2th  of  January,  miniftry  received  an  ac- 
count, of  Statia's  having  been  furprifed  and  taken  by  the 
French.  The  marquis  de  Bouiile  being  made  acquaint- 
ed with  the  fecurity  and  negligence  of  the  governor  and 
garrifon,  attempted  the  reduction  of  the  ifland.  He 
embarked  about  2000  men  in  a  number  of  fmall  vef- 
fcls  at  M^rtinico ;  and  knowing  that  the  only  practicable 
landing  place  was  left  unguarded,  he  took  his  meafures 
fo  as  to  arrive  before  it  early  in  the  night.  An  unex- 
pected rife  of  the  fea  caufed  the  lofs  of  feveral  boats 
and  many  foldiers,  while  endeavouring  to  difembark, 
With  his  utmoft  efforts  he  could  only  land  about  400 
by  day-break  ;  there  was  no  hope  of  reinforcing  them 
with  the  remainder  of  the  troops,  the  greater  part  of  the 
boats  having  been  broken.  He  faw  the  danger  of  his 
fituation,  that  a  retreat  was  impoffible;  that  the  garri- 
fon  was  nearly  double  his  own  number  5  and  that  nothing 
but  the  fuccefs  of  a  bold  adventure,  could  pofiibly  fave 
him  and  his  troops  from  being  either  made  prifoners  or 
Cut  to  pieces.  He  determined  upon  a  vigorous  attack. 

The 
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The  place  where  be  landed  was  about  two  leagues  from  *781- 
the  town  and  fort :  the  way  to  thefe  was  not  only  ex- 
tremely difficult,  but  interfered  by  a  defile  in  which  a 
handful  of  men  could  have  flopped  an  army.  The 
troops  that  had  been  landed,  were  compofed  principally 
of  count  Dillon's  regiment,  a  part  of  the  Irifh  brigade 
in  the  French  fervice.  A  divifion  of  the  garrifon  was 
going  through  its  exercife  in  a  field  at  fome  diilance 
from  the  fort,  It  miftook  the  enemy,  as  their  red  uni- 
form was  the  fame  with  the  Engliih ;  and  did  not  re- 
treat  till  it  had  received  a  clofe  difcharge  of  fmall  arm*, 
which  killed,  and  wounded  feveral.  Upon  the  alarm 
occafioned  by  the  volley,  thofe  of  the  garrifon  who  were 
in  quarters  hurried  to  the  fort,  and  clogged  the  draw- 
bridge in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  could  not  be  raifed, 
until  the  enemy  entered  pell  mell  along  with  them.  Lieut, 
col.  Gockburne,  the  governor,  who  had  been  taking  an 
early  ride,  returned  at  the  inftant  of  furprife/  and  was 
made  prifoner  on  horfcback.  He  was  "  guilty  of  cul- 
pable neglect,  in  not  taking  the  neceflary  precautions 
for  the  defence  of  the  ifland,  notwithftanding  he  had  re- 
ceived the  fulleft  intelligence  of  an  intended  attack  *." 
Thys  was  Statia,  with  the  dependent  iflands  of  St.  Mar- 
tin and  Saba,  reduced  in  a  few  minutes  on  the  26th  of  Nov. 
November,  with  the  lofs  to  the  French  of  no  more  than 
ten  foldiers  killed  and  wounced.  The  Britifh  garrifon 
confided  of  677  men;  and  the  artillery  of  68  pieces  of 
cannon. 

The  marquis  de  Bouille  behaved  with  his  ufual  mag- 
nanimity, and  admitted  the  claims  of  the  original  pro- 
prietors to  various  articles  on  the  ifland.  A  confider- 

*  The  fentence  of  the  court  martial. 

able 
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i78ivable  fum  of  money  which  lieut.  col.  Cockburne  declared 
to  be  his,  was  with  the  generous  confent  of  the  French 
officers  reftored  to  him.  But  a  very  large  fum,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  prpduce  of  the  late  fales,  and  faid  to  be 
the  property  of  adm.  Rodney  and  gen.  Vaughan,  be- 
came a  prize  to  the  victors.  Their  whole  fpoil  has  been 
dtimated  at  two  millions  of  livres. 

When  count  de  Guichen  returned  from  his  cruife, 
the  utmoft  expedition  was  ufed  at  Bred  in  refitting  the 
French  fleet  for  the  fea,  notwithflanding  the  latenefs  of 
the  feafon.  The  reinforcing  of  count  de  GrafTe  in 
the  Weft  Indies  with  troops  and  fhips  of  war,  was  indif- 
penfably  requiflte  5  and  it  was  forefeen,  that  he  would 
want  on  that  ftation  alrnoft  every  article  of  provifions 
a.nd  neceffary  of  life,  befide  an  immenfe  fupply  of  mili- 
tary and  naval  ftores  of  every  kind,  after  the  fervice  on 
the  North  American  coafts.  The  French  concluded 
alfo  upon  fending  a  reinforcement  of  troops  and  fhips  to 
Monf.  de  Suffrein  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  where  the  demand 
for  naval  and  military  ftores  was  alfo  urgent.  A  nu- 
merous convoy  of  traniports,  ftore  fhips  and  provifion 
vefTels,  were  accordingly  gotten  in  readinefs  with  the 
fame  diligence  as  the  fleet.  It  was  needful  50  guard 
againft  die  defigns  of  the  Britifh,  the  preparation  was 
therefore  extended  to  fuch  a  number  of  men  of  war,  as 
was  thought  equal,  to  the  protection  of  the  whole,  till 
they  were  at  a  fafe  diftance.  Count  de  Guichen  was 
appointed  to  the  command  of  all,  while  he  remained  in 
company  with  them.  The  fquadron  and  fleet  deftined 
for  the  Weft  Indies,  was  intruded  with  the  marquis  dc 
Vaudreuil,  who  carried  out  a  confiderable  body  of  land 
forces,  with  a  full  confidence,  on  the  fide  of  both  France 
i  and 
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.and  Spain,  of  now  perfecting  their  plan  for  the 
<ion  of  Jamaica. 

The  intelligence  of  this  preparation,  and  in  a  mea- 
fure  of  its  object,  being  received  in  Britain,  adm.  Kem- 
penfelt  was  difpatched  in  the  beginning  of  December, 
with -12  fail  of  the  line,  a  50  gun  fhip,  four  frigates, 
and -a  firefhip,  to  intercept  the  French  fquadron  and  con- 
voy. But  for  want-  of  better  information  or  from  fome 
other  caufe,  the  French  fleet  was  fo  much  fuperior  to 
what  had  been  conceived,  and  to  Kempenfelr's  force, 
that  the  real  danger  lay  on  the  fide  of  the  latter.  Count 
de  Guichen  had  no.  lefs.  than  19  fail  of  heavy  line  of 
battle  Ihips,  befide  two  more  armed  en  flute,  as  the 
French  call  it,  when  the  lower  deck  guns  are  placed  in 
the  hold  to  make  room  for  the  conveyance  of  a  mode- 
rate cargo. 

.  The  Britiih  admiral,  expecting  that  his  enemy  had 
only  an  equal  force  at  the  mod,  fortunately  fell  in  with 
the  French  in  a  hard  gale  of  wind,  when  both  the  fleet 
and  convoy  were  much  difperfed,  and  the  latter  confi- 
derably  afte^n.  Kempenfelt  concluded  upon  profiting 
from  the  prefent  fituation,  by  endeavouring  to  cut  ofF 
the  convoy  in  the  firft  inftance,  and  righting  the  enemy 
afterward.  He  fucceeded  in  part.  A  great  number  of 
prizes  were  taken.  About  twenty  arrived  fafe  in  Britift^ 
ports  j  while  feveral  that  ftruck  efcaped  in  the  night. 
Two  or  three  fhlps  are  faid  to  have  been  funk.  A  num- 
-ber  muft  undoubtedly  have  loft  their  voyage,  through 
the  great  difperfion  of  the  convoy  which  necefiarily  ex- 
ifted.  The  French  commanders  were  in  the  mean  time 
collecting  their  fleet,  and  forming  the  line  of  battle. 
Kempenfelt  alfo  having  collected  his  Ihips  in  the  even- 
ing, 


12. 
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178?;  ing,  and  being  fttll  ignorant  of  the  enemy's  force/  got 
upon  the  fame  tack  with  them,  under  a  full  determina- 
tion of  engaging  them  the  next  morning.  At  day  light 
perceiving  them  to  leeward, "he  formed  the  line;  but 
difcovering  their  force  on  a  nearer  approach,  he  did  not 
think  it  advifable  to  hazard  an  aftion.  He  arrived  at 
Portfmouth  on  the  2oth  of  December :  but  had  taken 
the  precaution  of  diipatching  the  Agamemnon  to  pick 
up  any  ftragglers  from  the  Breft  fieet.  The  Agamem  < 
non  fortunately  fell  in  with  four  large  (hips  and  a  fnow 
from  Bourdeaux  to  Martinico,  meant  to  join  de  Gui* 
chen,  and  captured  them  on  the  25th. 

Near  noo  land  forces,  and  between  6  and  700  fea- 
men,  were  taken  in  the  prizes  captured  by  the  admiral, 
which  were  moftly  freighted  on  the  French  king's  ac- 
count. They  were  laden  chiefly  with  brafs  and  iron  ord- 
nance, gunpowder,  fmall  arms,  flints,  bomb-fhells,  can- 
non balls,  grenades  in  a  prodigious  quantity,  iron  bars, 
iheet  lead,  travelling  forges,  all  kinds  of  ordnance  {lores, 
tents>  camp  equipage,  foldiers  clothing  and  accoutre- 
ments, woollen  and  linen  goods  for  the  laild  and  fea  fer- 
vice,  great  cables,  fail-cloth  and  cordage,  with  every 
fupply  for  fliipping  in  a  great  amount,  wine,  oil,  bran- 
dy, rum,  flour,  btfcuit  and  faked  provifions,  all  in  large 
and  the  mod  neceffary  in  prodigious  quantities.  • 

The  capture  was  valuable  and  important  ;•  but  ferved 
to  excite  the  diflatisfadion  of  the  public,  who  fuppofed 
that  it -was  through  negled,  that  Kempenfelt  had  not 
been  fupplied  with  a  force  which  would  have  enabled 
him  to  take  or  deftroy  the  whole  French  fleet  and-  con- 
voy.    A  great  clamor  was  raifed  -,  which  was  probably 
•    increaied  by  the  attempts  made  in  both  houfes  •  of  par- 
liament, 
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liament,  arter  the  Chriflmas  recefs,  to  render  this  bufi-1?82' 
nefs  a  ground  of  complaint  and  charge  againft  the.firfi 
lord  of  the  admiralty.  Mr.  Fox  moved,  on  the  yth  ofFeb- 
February,  the  following  refolution  in  the  committee, 
cc  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that  there  was  grofs 
rnifmanagement  in  the  adminifiration  of  naval  affairs 
in  the  year  1781."  He  faid  in  his  fpeech  upon  the 
occafion — cc  It  r.ppears  from  the  papers  on  the  table, 
that  for  feveral  weeks  before  the  iaiiing  of  the  French 
fleet,  the  admiralty  had  been  in  the  courfe  of  receiving 
regular  intelligence  of  its  equipment  j  and  that  it  was 
evident,  that  1 8  or  20  fail  of  the  line  were  in  readinefs 
to  put  to  fea."  Lord  Howe  on  the  fame  day  declared 
it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  the  early  intelligence  miniftry 
had  received  of  the  defigns  of  the  enemy,  left  them 
without  excufe,  for  not  having  prepared  a  force  fufn> 
cient  to  attack  them.  He  alked — cc  Why  was  not  Sir 
George  Rodney  fent  out  with  adm.  Kempenfelt  ?  His 
fquadron  is  allowed  to  have  been  fit  for  fervice."  Mr. 
Fox's,  motion  was  rejedted  by  a  very  great  majority, 
after  long  and  warm  debates.  What  Kempenfelt  could 
not  effect  for  want  of  more  fhips,  was  in  a  great  degree 
accomplifhed  in  another  way.  Count  de  Guichen's  fleet 
and  convoy,  after  Kempenfelt's  fuccefsful  attack  on  the 
latter,  were  fo  fhattered  and  difabled,  by  a  continual  fuc- 
ceflion  of  tempefts  and  foul  weather,  that  only  two  of 
the  men  of  war  and  a  few  of  the  convoy,  could  hold  on 
their  courfe  to  join  de  Grafle.  The  remainder  were 
obliged  to  return  in  very  bad  condition  to  France.  Since 
then,  a  fecond  convoy  from  Breft  failed  on  the  nth  of 
February,  in  order  to  fupply  the  failure  of  the  other. 
VOL.  IV.  Q  The 
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1782.  The  eagernefs  of  the  Spaniards  to  gain  pofleffion  of 
Minorca  after  landing  on  the  ifland,  was  fo  exceffive,  as 
to  induce  them,  through  the  medium  of  a  bribe,  infidi- 
oufly  to  attempt  corrupting  the  fidelity  of  the  governor. 
The  duke  de  Crillon  fuffered  himfelf  to  become  the  in- 
ftrument  in  this  bufinefs.  General  Murray  treated  the 
infult  with  a  fuitable  difdain.  The  clofe  inveftiture  of 
Fort  St.  Philip,  from  the  time  of  the  enemy's  landing, 
wholly  prevented  the  garrifon's  being  fnpplied  with  ve- 
getables. The  want  of  thefe,  deftroyed  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  the  benefits  which  might  have  been  otherwife  ex- 
pected from  the  general  plenty  enjoyed  in  other  refpecls. 
The  fcurvy  raged  among  the  troops  to  a  high  degree, 
and  was  attended  by  a  putrid  peililential  fever  and  a 
mortal  dyfentery.  Much  the  greater  part  of  the  Britifh 
foldiers  had  been  eleven  years  on  the  ifland,  and  had 
lived  conftantly  upon  fait  provifions,  fo  that  the  want 
of  vegetables  was  the  more  fenfibly  felt,  when  they  came 
to  be  deprived  of  them.  The  progrefs  of  the  diflem- 
per  was  aifo  much  furthered  by  the  clofe  confinement 
of  the  men  within  the  narrow  limits  of  the  fortrefs ;  and 
•  Hill  more  fo  by  the  tainted  air  of  the  cafemates  and  fou- 
terrains,  which  the  cannonade  and  bombardment  of  the 
enemy  rendered  their  only  habitations,  and  which  be- 
came every  day  more  pernicious  by  occupancy. 

The  combined  forces  amounted  to  16,000  regulars, 
attended  by  a  prodigious  artillery,  confifting  of  109  pieces 
of  the  heavieft  cannon,  and  36  great  mortars.  The 
garrifon  confided  only  of  2692  men  -,  of  thefe  2016  v/ere 
Brhirti  and  Hanoverian  regular  troops,  including  how- 
ever in  this  number,  400  invalids,  who  had  been  fent 
from  Britain  in  1775.  A  marine  corps,  which  had  been 

formed 
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formed  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  and  was  of  excellent  l~fiz* 
fervice,  compofed  the  greater  part  of  the  remainder.  A 
handful  of  Greeks  and  Corficans  alfo  behaved  with  much 
bravery.  The  works  of  the  fortrefs  were  fo  numerous, 
that  the  garrifon,  in  Rill  health,  did  not  amount  to  half 
the  number  v/hich  would  have  been  neceffary  to  their 
effectual  defence.  This  weaknefs  probably  led  the  duke 
de  Crillon  to  lie  fomewhat  unguardedly  in  his  head  quar- 
ters at  Cape  Mola,  which  induced  a  vigorous  and  fuc- 
cefsful  fally  from  the  garrifon.  The  troops  employed 
in  it  furprifed  and  routed  the  enemy  ;  chafed  the  duke 
from  his  pod,  and  fecured  themfelves  fo  effectually  in 
it,  that  though  he  brought  up  his  whole  army  to  diflodge 
them,  he  defifted  from  the  attack ;  and  left  them  to  re- 
turn the  following  night  in  fafety.  This  happened  early 
in  November,  about  the  time  when  the  enemy  opened 
their  bomb  batteries.  Though  the  befiegers  kept  a 
cautious  diftance  in  the  conftrucYion  and  progrefs  of 
their  works ;  yet  their  vaft  and  numerous  artillery  were 
fo  weighty,  powerful  and  inceflant  in  their  battery,  and 
fuch  fhowers  of  great  fhells  were  continually  poured  into 
the  place,  that  they  foon  ruined  the  upper  defences  of 
the  fortrefs,  and  rendered  ufelefs  a  great  number  of 
cannon. 

The  garrifon  difplayed  .the  greateft  zeal,  valor  and 
conftancy ;  but  in  the  beginning  of  February  was  fo 
much  reduced  by  ficknefs,  that  only  660  were  left  fit  for 
duty :  of  thefe,  all  but  one  hundred  were  fo  far  tainted 
with  the  fcurvy,  that  the  phyficians  and'  furgeons  de- 
clared, that  they  could  hold  out  only  a  very  few  days,  , 
before  they  muft  be  fent  to  the  hofpital  They  alfo 
faid,  that  a  few  days  longer  obftinacy  in  defence  muft 

prove 
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i782tprove  the  deftru&ion  of  the  remains  of  that  brave  gar-« 
rifon,  as  there  were  no  means  of  keeping  the  greater 
part  of  them  much  longer  alive,  but  by  a  fpeedy  relief 
of  wholefome  air,  aided  by  an  abundant  fupply  of  ve- 
getables. The  neceflary  guards  on  the  lail  night  of  de- 
fence, required  415  men  upon  duty,  fo  that  there  were 
only  245  left,  170  lefs  than  the  neceffary  number  for 
the  next  relief,  and  no  picquet  could  be  at  all  formed. 

Feb.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  the  governor  was  reduced 
to  the  neceffity  of  capitulating.  He  obtained  all  the 
honors  of  war,  and  every  thing  he  required,  excepting 
that  of  freeing  the  garrifon  from  being  prifoners,  which 
the  duke  de  Crillon  afiured  him,  the  Spanifh  king  in 
his  inftructions  had  particularly  tied  him  down  from 
granting;  but  the  troops  were  to  be  fent  to  Britain, 
fubject  to  the  cuftomary  conditions  of  not  ferving  till 
exchanged,  or  difcharged  by  a  peace.  The  Corficans 
and  other  foreigners  were  fecured  in  their  perfons  and 
effects,  and  in  the  liberty  of  going  where  they  pleafed. 

The  poor  remains  of  the  garrifon,  while  marching 
through  the  Spanifh  and  French  armies,  which  were 
drawn  up  in  oppofite  lines  for  their  pafTage,  exhibited 
fuch  a  tragical  fpectacle  as  is  not  often  feen,  though  it 
was  at  the  fame  time  much  to  the  glory  of  the  fufferers. 
Six  hundred  old,  emaciated,  worn-down  and  decrepid 
foldiers,  were  followed  by  1 20  of  the  royal  artillery,  and 
aoo  feamen :  about  20  Corficans,  and  25  Greeks  and 
Turks,  Moors  and  Jews,  &c.  clofed  the  proceffion. 
When  the  battalions  arrived  at  the  place  appointed  for 
laying  down  their  arms,  the  foldiers  exclaimed  with  tears 
in  their  eyes — "  We  furrender  them  to  God  alone." 
They  feemingly  derived  great  confolation  from  the  opi- 
nion 
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nion  that  the  vi&ors  could  not  boaft  of  their  conqneft  I78z 
in  taking  an  hofpital.  The  indignation  and  grief  ex- 
preffed  by  the  Britifh,  troops  on  their  being  at  length 
vanquifhed,  was  mentioned  in  terms  of  admiration,  and 
of  the  higheft  honor  to  the  garrifon,  in  the  Spanifh  pub^ 
lifned  accounts  cf  this  tranfaction.  During  the  fiege 
from  the  i9th  of  Auguft  1781,  to  the  4th  of  February 
inclufive,  the  total  of  the  killed  was  59,  and  of  the 
wounded  149. 

The  fympathy  difcovcred  by  the  enemy  upon  the  oc- 
cafion,  was  highly  to  their  honor.  Several  of  the  com- 
mon foldiers  of  both  armies  were  fo  moved  by  the 
wretched  condition  of  the  garrifon,  that  involuntary  tears 
dropped  from  them  as  the  prifoners  patted  along.  The 
fubfequent  tendernefs  fhown  by  the  duke  de  Crillon, 
the  count  of  the  fame  name  and  family,  and  the  baron 
de  Falkinhayn,  who  commanded  the  French  troops,  in 
their  continued  fupply  of  all  necefTaries  to  the  fick,  and 
their  unremitted  attention  to  their  recovery,  was  beyond 
all  praife. 

The  members  in  the  Britifh  houfe  of  commons  op- 
pofed  to  the  adminiftration,  aimed  at  binding  up  the 
hands  of  the  executive  government  by  a  ftrong  and  ex- 
plicit declaration  of  the  opinion  of  parliament.  Gen. 
Conway  therefore  moved—"  That  an  humble  addrefs  22. 
be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  that  he  will  be  pleafed  to 
give  directions  to  his  minifters  not  to  purfue  any  longer 
the  impracticable  object:  of  reducing  his  majefty's  re- 
volted colonies,  by  force,  to  their  allegiance,  by  a  war 
on  the  continent  of  America,  and  to  allure  his  majefty, 
that  his  faithful  commons  will  moft  cheerfully  concur 
with  him  in  fuch  meafures  as  may  be  found  necefiary  to 

acce-. 


2JO  THE       HISTORY       OF       THE 

1 7 8?*  accelerate  the  blelfing  of  returning  peace."     The  de- 
bates were  warm,  and  held  till  two  in  the  morning; 
when  upon  the  cllvifion  the  numbers  for  the  motion 
were  193,  and  -againft  it  194.     The  majority  of  one  only 
en  the  fide  of  miniftry,  proved  that  their  influence  was 
nearly  at  an  lend.     Five  days  after  Corrway  renewed  his 
motion.     The  debates  it  occaiioned  continued  till  near 
two  in  the  morning,  when  the  attorney  general  moved 
• — "  That  the  prefent  debate  be  adjourned  until  die  i3th 
of  March."       There  were  for  the  adjournment    215 
againft  234.     The  original  motion,  and  an  addrefs  to 
the  king  formed  upon  the  refolution,  were  then  carried 
without  a  divifion,  and  the  addrefs  was  ordered  to  be 
prefented  by  the  whole  houle.     The  next  day,  the  at- 
torney general  moved  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  his  ma- 
jefty  to  conclude  a  peace  or  truce  with  the  revolted  co- 
lonies in  America,  which  was  agreed  to,     The  bill  had 
for  its  object  the  repeal  of  all  acts  relative  to  the  com- 
merce of  America,  from  the  i2th  of  Charles  II.     The 
fame  day  the  fecretaries  of  (late  fent  a  letter  to  the  lord 
mayor  of  London,  informing  him  of  the  apprehenfion 
which  exifted  of  riots  and  tumults  in  the  evening ;  that 
ib  proper  meafures  might  be  taken  for  fecuring  the  pub- 
lic peace,     It  was  feared,  that  the  great  and  general 
joy  occafioned  by  the  carrying  of  Conway's  motion  would 
Mar.  have  produced  thole  riots.     On  the  4th  of  March,  his 
4*      majefty's  anfvver  was  reported  to  the  houfe,    and  the 
thanks  of  the  houfe  unanimously  voted  to  the  king  for 
the  fame.     After  which  Conway  rofe  and  moved  ano- 
ther refolution—"  That  this  houfe  will  confider  as  ene- 
mies to  his  majefty  and  this  country,  all  thofe  who  fhall 
endeavour  to  fruilrate  his  majefty's  paternal  care  for  the 
i  eafe 
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eaie  and  happinefs  of  his  people,  by  advifing,  or  by  !782« 
any  means  attempting,  the  further  profecution  of  of- 
fenfive  war  on  the  continent  of  North  America,  for  the 
purpofe  of  reducing  the  colonies  to  obedience  by  force." 
Government  made  a  feeble  oppofition  to  the  motion, 
and  at  length  fuffered  it  to  pafs  without  a  divifion.  On 
that  day  alfo,  a  commifllon  pafTed  the  great  feal,  ap- 
pointing Sir  Guy  Carle  ton  commander  in  chief  in  Ame- 
rica. 

The  refolutions  |hat  were  pafTed  in  the  houfe,  and 
the  warm  reception  they  met  with  from  the  public,  ferved 
to  fliow  that  a  complete  revolution  in  the  internal  po- 
licy of  government  mud  fucceed,  which  was  an  event 
no  wife  agreeable  to  the  fentiments  of  the  court. 

The  oppofition  fought  to  obtain  a  vote,  from  which  g, 
it  might  appear,  that  the  houfe  of  commons  had  to- 
tally withdrawn  its  confidence  from  the  prefent  admi- 
niftration.  Lord  John  Cavendifh  made  feveral  motions 
with  that  view,  and  a  long  debate  enfued,  when  the 
houfe  divided  at  laft  on  the  order  of  the  day,  which  had 
been  moved  for  and  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  10. 
That  day  week,  a  motion  was  made  by  Sir  John  Rous,  15. 
in  which  it  was  propofecl  to  refoive,  that  the  houfe  could 
have  no  further  confidence  in  the  miniflers,  who  had 
the  direction  of  public  .affairs.  On  this  occafion  the 
ftrength  of  both  parties  was  muttered.  Near  480  mem- 
bers were  prefent;  and  on  the  divifion  the  queftion  was 
negatived  by  a  majority  of  only  9.  Notice  was  given  after 
the  divifion,  that  a  motion  to  the  fame  effect  would  be 
made  on  the  Wednefclay  following. 

On  that  day,  the  houfe  was  again  uncommonly  crowd-   20* 
edj  when  after  a  while,  lord  North  allured  the  houfe 

\\ith 
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i782«with  authority,  that  the  adminiftration,  againft  which 
the  intended  motion  was  levelled,  did  no  longer  exift ; 
and  that  his  majefty  was  come  to  a  full  determination 
of  changing  his  minifters.  He  then  moved  for  an  ad- 
journment, that  leifure  might  be  given  for  the  forming 
of  a  new  adminiftration.  He  afterward  took  leave  of 
the  houfe  as  minifter.  His  fpeech  was  decent  and  pa- 
thetic. He  thanked  them  for  the  honorable  fupport 
they  had  given  him  during  fo  long  a  courfe  of  years, 
and  in  fo  many  trying  fituations;  and  concluded  with 
fignifying,  that  he  was  both  ready  and  defirous  to  en- 
counter the  ftri&eft  fcrutiny  into  his  conducl. 

During  the  adjournment,  which  was  to  the  25th,  the 
new  adminiftration  was  formed  under  the  aufpices  of  the 
marquis  of  Rockingham,  on  whofe  public  principles 
and  private  honor,  the  nation  can  rely  with  confidence, 
after  die  violent  ftruggle  with  which  it  has  been  agitated. 
The  cabinet,  including  the  marquis  as  firft  commif- 
fioner  of  the  treafury,  is  compofed  of  the  earl  of  Shel- 
burne  and  Mr.  Fox,  who  have  been  appointed  fecreta- 
ries  of  ftate;  lord  Camden,  prefident  of  the  council; 
the  duke  of  Grafton,  privy  feal ;  lord  John  Cavendifh, 
chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  admiral  Keppel,  firft  com- 
miilioner  of  the  admiralty;  general  Conway,  comman^ 
der  in  chief  of  the  forces ;  the  duke  of  Richmond, 
mafter-general  of  the  ordnance ;  Barre,  treafurer  of  the 
navy ;  and  Edmund  Burke,  paymafter  general. 

The  public  meafures  for  which  the  new  minifter  is 
faid  to  have  ftipulated  with  the  court,  before  he  would 
confent  to  enter  into  any  negotiation  for  office,  are  thefe 
— i.  Peace  with  the  Americans;  and  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  their  independence  not  to  be  a  bar  to  the  at- 
tainment; 
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tainment  of  the  fame — 2.  A  fubftantial  reform  in  the  fe-  ll* 
veral  branches  of  the  civil  lift  expenditure,  on  the  plan 
of  Mr.  Burke — 3.  The  diminution  of  the  influence  of 
the  crown,  under  which  article  the  bills  for  excluding 
contractors  from  feats  in  parliament,  and  difqualifying 
the  revenue  officers  from  voting  in  the  election  of  mem- 
bers were  included. 

The  revolution  that  has  taken  place  in  the  Britifti  ad- 
miniftration,  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  capture  of  lord  Corn- 
wallis  and  his'armyj  and  mnft  diflfufe  -a-  general  joy 
through  the  United  States  of  America,  whenever  the 
account  reaches  them ;  by  exciting  their  hopes  of 
foon  poiTe fling  the  great  object  for  which  they  have  been 
contending.  But  the  difagreeable  intelligence  received 
at  the  admiralty  office  from  the  Weft  Indies  on  the  i2th 
and  26th  of  March,  did  undoubtedly  promote  and  con- 
firm the  faid  revolution. 

The  fuperiority  of  the  French  by  fea  and  land  in  that 
part  of  the  world,  enabled  them  to  undertake  what  they 
pleafed.  The  lofs  of  Statia  was  but  the  prelude  to  fur- 
ther misfortunes  on  the  fide  of  Britain.  St.  Kitt's  was 
doomed  to  become  a  victim  to  the  policy  and  power  of 
France.  The  marquis  de  Bouille  landed  8000  men  on  j^ 
the  ifland,  and  was  fupported  by  count  de  Grafle,  with  " 
32  fhips  of  the  line.  The'garrifon  under  gen.  Frafer 
did  not  exceed  6co  effective  men:  fo  that  the  great  fu- 
periority of  the  enemy  prevented  all  refiftance  to  their 
landing.  The  garrifon  retired  to  Brimftone-hill,  which, 
befide  fome  newly  erected  fortifications,  was  confidered 
from  its  height  and  almoft  inacceflible  fituation,  as  one 
of  the  ftrongeft  pofts  in  the  Weft  India  iflands.  But  the 
troops  were  too  few  for  its  defence  through  a  long  fiege. 

The 
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1782.  The  Britilh  fleet  under  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  confiding. 
of  2 '2  fhips  of  the  line,  was  then  at  Barbadoes.  That 
ifland  was  the  original  object  of  the  .French  comman- 
ders ;  but  they  were  driven  fo  far  to  the  leeward  by  con- 
trary winds,  that  they  found  it  neceiTary  to  change  their 
defign,  and  direct  their  attack  againft  St.  Kitt's.  Sir 
Samuel  notwithflanding  his  inferiority,  determined  upon 
boldly  attempting  the  prefer vation  of  the  ifland.  Pie 
accordingly  failed  to  Antigua,  where  he  took  gen.  Pref- 
cott  on  board,  with  the  few  troops  that  could  be  fpared ; 
and  from  thence  proceeding  in  the  evening  for  Baffe- 
Terre  road,  where  cie  GraiTe  lay  at  anchor,  began  at 
day  break  to  form  his  line  of  battle,  for  the  purpofe  cf 
bearing  down  upon  and  attacking  them.  The  accident 
of  two  fhips  running  foul  of  each  other,  interrupted  the 
profecution  of  this  defign  j  and  the  fleet  was  obliged  to 
lie  to  for  a  day,  during  the  repair  of  the  damage  which 
one  of  them  had  fuilained.-  A  French  frigate  from  Mar- 
tinico,  full  of  (hells-  and  ordnance  {lores,  for  the  liege 
of  Brimftone-hill,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Bri- 
tifh,  feemed  to  compenfate  in  fome  meafure  for  this  de- 
lay. De  GrafTe,  who  could  not  but  be  furprifed  at  this 
unlocked  for  vifit,  quitted  his  anchorage,  that  fo  by  put- 
ting out  to  fea  and  gaining  a  good  offing,  his  fliips 
might  have  full  room  to  act,  and  thereby  fecure  all  the 
advantages  of  their  fuperiority  in  number. 
Jan*  Sir  Samuel  inilantly  perceived  how  he  might  profit 
2*'  by  this  movement.  The  enemy  formed  in  a  line  .of 
battle  a-head.  He  carried  on  every  appearance  of  a 
determined  and  immediate  attack,  whereby  he  drew  them 
further  from  the  fnore.  He  then  pufhed  directly  for 
Baffe-Terre  roada  and  took  poiTeffion  of  that  anchorage 

ground. 
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ground,  which  the  count  had  quitted  on  the  preceding  ,7g2t 
evening.  A  fenfe  of  the  pofTible  confequence  of  this 
movement,  in  cutting  the  French  fleet  off"  from  all  com- 
munication with  their  army  on  ihore,  led  them  to  fall 
upon  commodore  Affleck  with  the  utmoft  fury.  He 
commanded  and  clofed  the  rear  of  the  Britiih  fquadron, 
and  they  were  in  no  fmall  hope  of  cutting  off  that  di- 
vifion.  The  commodore  with  his  two  brave  feconds, 
lord  Robert  Manners  and  capt.  Cornwallis,  kept  up  fb 
able  and  unceafing  a  fire,  that  with  little  lofs  and  da- 
mage to  thcmfclves,  they  contributed  much  to  the  co- 
vering of  the  other  (hips  of  the  divifion,  while  they  were 
getting  into  their  ftations.  After  a  fharp  conflict,  the 
French  were  obliged  to  bear  away. 

The  next  morning  by  eight  o'clock,  the  Britifh  line   26. 
was  attacked  from  van  to  rear,  by  29  fail  of  the  enemy, 
for  nearly  two  hours,   without  having  the  lead  vifible 
imprefTion  made  upon  it.     The  French  then  wore  and 
flood  off  again  to  lea.     De  Graffe  not  yet  difcouraged, 
'renewed  the  engagement  in  the  afternoon,  and  directed 
his  attack  principally  againft  the  centre  and  rear  divi- 
fions.     Thefe  he  hoped  to  overwhelm  by  the  fuperiority 
of  his  force :    but  he  was  again  repulfed  with  greater 
lofs  and  damage  than  before.     His  own  {hip,  the  Ville 
de  Paris,  fuffered  feverely,  .and  received  no  lefs  than  84 
fhot  in  her  hu]l.     It  was  faid,  that  the  French  fent  a 
thoufand  wounded  to  Statia.      The  lofs  of  the  Britifh 
in  all  the  attacks  is  dated  at  72  killed  and  244  wounded. 
From  that  time  the  count  kept  at  a  diftance,  but  conti- 
nued conftantly  in  fight,  appearing  one  day  with  32  two- 
decked  fhips,  and  another  with  only  29, 
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1782.  The  fuccefs  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood's  bold  adventure 
produced  very  flattering  profpects.  The  admiral  had 
no  doubt,  but  that  Brimftone-hill  would  hold'  out,  till 
the  marquis  de  Bouiile  and  count  de  GrafTe  would  be 
glad  to  retire.  But  therein  he  was  miftaken.  The  in- 
habitants of  the  ifland,  on  the  firft  arrival  of  the  French, 
adopted  a  feeming  neutrality.  Governor  Shirley  indeed 
proceeded  with  350  militia  to  reinforce  gen.  Frafer's 
fmall  garrifon,  and  continued  bravely  to  encounter  all 
the  dangers,  and  patiently  to  endure  all  the  hardfhips  of 
the  fiege.  The  French  clofely  inverted  the  hill  on  all 
fides,  on  the  night  of  their  landing  and  the  following 
morning.  The  artillery  deftined  to  ferve  in  the  attack 
on  Barbadoes  was  attempted  to  be  difembarked.  But 
the  veflel  which  conveyed  the  moft  heavy  and  effective 
part  of  it,  ftruck  on  the  rocks  and  funk.  The  enemy 
however  were  not  difcouraged  by  this  lofs,  or  the  fubfe- 
quent  one  of  the  frigate  from  Martin ico.  By  perfevering 
induftry  they  fiflied  up  no  fmall  part  of  the  artillery, 
fhells  and  ftores  which  had  been  funk ;  and  the  men  of 
war  brought  a  frefh  quantity  of  heavy  ordnance  from 
Martinico.  Moreover,  the  very  means  provided  for 
the  defence  of  the  garrifon,  were  unhappily  for  them 
employed  in  their  deftruction.  Eight  brafs  24  pounders, 
with  6oco  balls,  together  with  two  13  inch  brafs  mor- 
tars and  1 500  fhells,  which  had  been  fent  out  by  govern- 
ment to  furnifh  the  fortrefs,  inflead  of  having  been  re- 
moved up  to  the  works,  were  all  found  by  the  French 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  proved  a  moil  feafonable 
and  neceflary  fupply.  The  hill  was  naturally  ftrong,  but 
the  works  at  the  top  were  not  anfwerable  to  its  ftrength  -, 
and  were  little  calculated  to  withftand  the  batteries, 

whicfy 
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which  the  pofTeflion  of  the  adjoining  country,  and  the  T782* 
weaknefs  of  the  garrifon  enabled  the  enemy  to  erect  in 
the  moft  advantageous  petitions.  The  Britifti  were  more- 
over totally  deftitute  of  intrenching  tools. 

The  marquis  de  Bouille  commenced   and  carried  on 
a  regular  fiege ;  but  was  incommoded  during  the  whole 
of  it,  by  a  moft  vigorous  fire  from  the  garrifon.     The 
toil  and  fatigue  of  the  French  was  excefilve  in  fuch  a 
climate,  as  they  had  no  fubftitute  for  human  labor  in 
removing  their  artillery  and  heavy  {tores.     The  trenches 
however  were  opened  in  the  night  between  the  i6th  and 
i yth  of  January.     Sir  Samuel  Hood  took  the  earliefl 
opportunity,  on  his  arrival  off  the  ifland,  of  fending  an 
officer  to  Brimftone-hill,  accompanied  by  one  from  gen. 
Prefcott,  who  in  anfwer  to  the  offer  fent  to  gen.  Frafer, 
brought  back  the  following  meflage — "  That  as  he  had 
taken  the  trouble  to  come  with  troops  to  his  afllftance, 
he  fnould  doubtlefs  be  glad  of  the  honor  of  feeing  him ; 
but  that  he  was  in  no  want  either  of  him  or  his  troops." 
Prefcott  being  very  defirons  notwithftanding,  to  be  put 
on  fhore  with  his  Antigua  troops,  they  were  accordingly 
landed  on  the  28th,  together  with  the  6^th  regiment,  and  28*. 
immediately  got  into  action,  and  drove  the  enemy  with  con- 
fiderable  lofs  to  the  latter ;  but  as  no  folid  purpofe  could 
be  anfwered  by  the  continuance  of  the  troops  on  fhore, 
they  were  taken  off  in  the  evening  of  the  29th,  without 
the  lofs  of  a  man.     All  communication  being  now  cut 
off  with  Brimftone-hill,  the  general  with  his  troops  failed 
back  for  Antigua  on  the  ift  of  February.  i] 

The  French  profecuted  their  works  and  attack  with 
unremitting  induftry.     During  the  laft  three  weeks  of 
the  fiege,  they  were  conftantly,  night  and  day,  canno- 
nading 
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J782-nading  and  bombarding  the  garrifon  ;  who  though  con- 
tinually thinned  by  the  numbers  killed  and'  wounded, 
bore  the  incefTant  fatigue  of  being  alway  under  arms, 
and  the  increafing  danger.,  with  admirable  patience  and 
fortitude.  At  length,  the  works  on  one  fide  being  fo 
deftroyed  as  to  form  an  entire  and  complete  breach, 
and  there  being  not  more  than  500  men  left  able  to  go 
through  duty,  and  Sir  Samuel  Hood  not  having  it  in 
his  power  to  afford  the  leaft  relief,  both  the  governor 

Feb.  and  gen.  Frafer  concluded  upon  propofing  a  capitula- 
tion ;  which  the  marquis  de  Bouille  eagerly  embraced, 
as  the  acquifition  of  time  for  further  operations  was  im- 
portant, and  as  fecurity  from  interruption  by  the  arrival 
of  a  Britifli  admiral  to  reinforce  Sir  Samuel  was  of  the 
firft  confequence.  Every  condition  they  propofed  was 
agreed  to,  whether  in  favor  of  the  garrifon  or  ifland. 
The  former  were  allowed  all  the  honors  of  war  in  the 
fullefl  fcnfe  ;  and  the  ifland  was  upon  the  beft  footing 
it  could  be,  under  a  capitulation.  The  marquis  de 
Bouille,  with  his  ufual  elevation  of  foul,  by  the  laft  ar- 
ticle difcharged  gov.  Shirley  and  gen.  Frafer  from  being 
confidered  as  prifoners  of  war,  out  of  refped  to  their 
courage  and  determined  conduct;  and  declared  that  the 
firft  might  return  to  his  government  of  Antigua,  and 
the  latter  continue  in  the  fervice  of  his  country. 

The  furrender  of  Brimftone-hill,  and  the  capitulation 
of  the  ifland,  rendered  the  longer  {lay  of  Sir  Samuel 
Hood  in  Baffe-Terre  road  equally  ufelefs  and  dangerous. 
Befide,  the  French  had  been  joined  by  two  fliips  of  the 
line  from  Europe  ;  fo  that  count  de  GrafTe  poflefTed  the 
fuperiority  of  34  to  22  fliips  of  the  line.  The  count 
anchored  off  Nevis  on  the  J4th,  the  day  on  which  that 

ifland 


AMERICAN      REVOLUTION. 

ifland  followed  the  fate  of  St.  Kitt's  and  furrendered.  1782. 
Sir  Samuel  left  Baffe-Terre  road  the  fame  night,  un- 
perceived  as  he  imagined,  for  not  one  of  the  French 
fliips  was  to  be  fecn  in  the  morning ;  though  when  his 
fleet  flipped  their  cables,  the  other  lay  within  five  miles 
and  with  their  lights  full  in  view.  The  furrender  of 
Montferrat  on  the  22cl,  necefTarily  fucceeded  the  lofs  of 
the  two  before-mentioned ;  fo  that  of  all  the  former  nu- 
merous Britiih  pofTeflions  in  the  Weil  Indies,  there  re- 
main only  Jamaica,  Barbadoes  and  Antigua.  Notwith- 
flanding  the  reduction  of  Brimftone-hiil  might  coft  the 
French  1000  foldiers,  and  count  de  GraiTe  might  loie 
full  i coo  failors  by  engaging  the  Britifh  fleet,  their  re- 
maining ftrength  was  fo  great,  that  the  defign  againft 
Jamaica  muft  have  been  revived,  especially  as  the  Spa- 
niards had  a  powerful  fleet,  and  a  great  body  of  land 
forces,  in  the  iflands  of  Hifpaniola  and  Cuba,  ready  to 
join  de  Grafle  in  an  attack  upon  it. 

After  mentioning  en  paffant,  that  the  marquis  de  la 
Fayette  and  vifcount  de  Noaille  arrived  at  Paris  on  the 
soth  of  January  from  America,  and  that  commodore 
Johnflone  returned  to  Portfmouth  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  on  the  28th  of  Fe- 
bruary; I  fhall  relate  what  has  pafied  in  the  United 
Provinces  of  Holland,  and  in  the  dominions  of  the  em- 
peror of  Germany. 

You  will  recollect  the  circumfknce  of  Mr.  John 
Adams's  prefenting  a  memorial  to  the  States  General  in 
April  1781.  The  French  minifter  would  have  hindered 
his  prefenting  it,  but  could  not  prevail.  Mr.  Adams 
was  determined  at  all  hazards  to  follow  his  own  judg- 
ment j  which  he  did  in  the  mod  independent  manner, 

in 
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J782*  In  oppofttion  to  refiftance,  remonftrance,  and  other  en- 
deavours to  produce  .a  different  conduct.  You  muft 
imderftand,  that  the  gentlemen  at  the  Hague,  who  are 
called  their  high  mightineffes,  are  not  the  fovereign. 
They  are  only  deputies  of  the  States  General,  who  com- 
pofc  the  fovereignty.  Theie  joint  deputies  form  a  di- 
plomatic body,  not  a  legiilative  nor  executive  one.  The 
States  General  are  the  regencies  of  cities  and  bodies  of 
nobles.  The  regencies  of  cities  are  the  burgomafter, 
fchepens  or  judges  and  counfellors,  compofing  in  the 
whole  a  number  of  four  or  five  hundred  men,  fcattered 
all  over  the  republic.  Mr.  J.Adams  had  noway  to 
come  at  them,  but  by  the  prefs.  He  therefore  employ- 
ed it,  and  by  his  publications  fucceeded. 

The  quarter  of  Ooilergo  in  the  province  of  Frief- 
land,  was  the  firft  public  body  that  propofed  a  connec- 
tion with  the  United  States  of  America,  in  December 

Jan.  laft.  On  the  pth  of  January,  Mr.  Adams  waited  on  the 
prefident  Van  Den  Sandheuvel,  and  demanded  a  cate- 
gorical anfwer,  that  he  might  be  able  to  tranfmit  it  to 

Feb.  his  fovereign.     On  the  26th  of  February,  Friefland  pre- 

z6*  ceded  the  other  confederates  by  a  refolution  for  open- 
ing negotiations  with  America,  and  admitting  Mr.  J. 
Adams  forthwith  as  the  miniiler  of  congrefs.  The  new 
minifters  of  the  court  of  London  attempted  to  bring 
forward  a  negotiation  for  a  feparate  peace  with  the  flate 
of  Holland.  Propofitions  for  a  particular  peace,  with 
an  offer  of  an  immediate  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities,  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  were  made  to  that  flate  by  the 
mediation  of  the  Ruffian  ambaffador.  The  merchants 
had  the  greateft  averfion  to  fuch  offers,  as  artful  and 
dangerous.  Holland  and  Weft-Friefland  agreed  to  admit 
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Mr.  Adams,  on  Thurfday.  March  the  28th, — Zealand  I782- 
the  fame  on  the  401  of  April: — C\..    E  '  -jn  the  fth : 
— Groningwn  on  the  9th  : — Utrecht  on  the  loth  : — and 
Guilderland  on  the  iyth  of  April.     On  Friday  the  I9th, 
it  was  refolved  by  the  deputies  of  the  States  General, 
that  Mr.  Adams  be  admitted  and  acknowledged.     The 
next  day  he  waited  on  Mr.  Boreel  who  prefided  that 
week,  and  prefented  to  him  a  letter  from  congrefs,  dated 
Jan.  i,  1781,  containing  a  credence.     On  Monday  the  April 
22d  it  was  refolved,    "  That  the  faid  Mr.  Adams  is  22' 
agreeable  to  their  high  mightinefTes  -,  that  he  fhall  be  ac- 
knowledged in  quality  of  miniiler  plenipotentiary  ;  and 
that  there  fhall  be  granted  to  him  an  audience,  or  afiign- 
ed  commifTioners,  when  he  ihall  demand  it." 

"  Do  not  you  think  that  the  Dutchmen  have  behaved 
bravely  at  laft  ?  It  is  a  great  deal  for  them,  after  fo  long 
a  neglect  of  all  enterprife,  and  fuch  a  fettled  devotion 
to  gain,  to  afpire  at  being  the  fecond  power  in  Europe 
to  acknowledge  American  independence,  which  they 
have  done  with  great  eclat.  They  never  did  any  thing 
with  more  good  will.  They  think  it  with  reafon  one  of 
the  brighteft  periods  of  their  hiflory.  It  was  the  naval 
battle  of  Dogger's  Bank  which  raifed  their  courage. 
When  they  found  that  the  fingers  of  their  marine  war- 
riors had  not  forgotten  to  fight,  they  began  to  think  that 
they  might  venture  upon  "a  political  manoeuvre  *." 

The  Dutch  are  chagrined  with  the  intelligence  from 
Baffora,  contained  in  the  London  Gazette  of  April  the 
1 3th,  and  are  apprehenfive  that  their  fettlements  of  Sa- 
dras,  Hulicat  and  Bimlipatam,  with  fome  other  places 
to  the  northward  of  Madras,  and  Chinfura  in  Bengal, 
*  A  letter  from  the  Hague. 

VOL.  IV.  R  toge- 
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1782.  together  with  Negapatam  their  principal  iettlement  on 
the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  are  actually  in  the  poffeffion 
of  the  Britifh.  They  had  fome  weeks  before  heard  of  the 
fuccefsful  expedition,  which  had  been  carried  on  againft 
Padang,  and  their  other  factories  on  the  weft  coaft  of 
Sumatra.  But  they  conclude  from  the  Britifh  publica- 
tions, that  the  French  had  recovered  Demarara  and  If- 
fequibo  for  them  about  the  end  of  January  *.  The  fame 
Gazette  mentions,  that  Hyder  Ally  had  been  fo  re- 
peatedly and  totally  defeated,  as  to  be  obliged  to  retreat 
to  his  own  territories. 

What  follows  will  afford  you  peculiar  pleafure,  as  fa- 
voring the  rights  of  confcience,  and  militating  againft 
ecclefiaftic  tyranny. 

A  circular  letter  was  fent  the  laft  year  through  all  the 
different  diftricts  of  Bohemia,  with  the  following  notice 
— cc  That  his  Imperial  majefty  was  refolved  to  grant  to 
all  the  proteftants  in  his  hereditary  Dominions,  liberty 
of  confcience ;  and  that  all  the  natives  of  his  hereditary 
dominions,  who  had  become  voluntary  exiles  on  account 
of  religion,  might  return  in  the  fulled  conviction,  that 
they  never  fhould  be  difturbed  in  future  on  the  fcore  of 
religion."  The  emperor  has  likewife  caufed  an  edict 
of  the  28th  of  laft  November,  to  be  publifhed  at  Bruf- 
fels,  abfolving  the  religious  orders  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries from  all  foreign  independence  whatibever.  On  the 
1 9th  of  January,  the  following  notification  appeared  in 
the  Vienna  Gazette — <c  Notice  is  hereby  given  to  all 
thofe  who  have  hitherto  kept  out  of  their  country  on 
-  account  of  the  religion  they  profefs,  that  his  majefty 
pardons  them,  on  condition  that  they  return  in  the  courfe 

*  They  furrendered  to  the  French  by  capitulation,  Feb.  3,  1782. 
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of  the  year  1782,  promifmg  that  they  {hall  enjoy  the1?82 
lame  benefits  as  thofe  who,  on  account  of  religion,  had 
quitted  the  place  of  their  birth;  and  taken  up  their  abode 
in  other  provinces  belonging  to  his  faid  majefty."  His 
majefty  has  moreover  abolifhed  feveral  religious  orders. 
His  edict  for  the  abolition  of  various  convents  has 
•taken  place  at  Prague,  Brunn,  Olmutz,  &c.  and  the 
nuns  and  friars  are  freed  from  their  vows.  The  pof- 
ie (lions  of  the  already  abolifhed  monafteries  exceed  what 
could  be  imagined.  It  is  faid  to  be  the  intention  of 
his  majefty,  to  appropriate  all  the  money  he  may  obtain 
by  the  abolitions  to  charitable  ufes. 

The  emperor  has  caufed  a  refcript  to  be  circulated 
throughout  his  dominions,  containing  the  reafons  and 
principles  which  have  induced  him  to  difclaim  all  fubor- 
dination  to  the  pope  in  fecular  affairs.  They  are  in 
fhort  thefe — cc  That  it  is  the  higheft  abfurdity  to  pre- 
tend that  the  fuccefibrs  of  the  apoftles  had  a  divine  right 
to  more  authority  than  they  themlelves  ever  exerted : 
nor  is  any  man  ignorant,  that  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl  only 
charged  them  with  functions  entirely  fpiritual :  ift,  With 
the  preaching  of  the  gofpel.  2dly,  With  the  care  of  the 
propagation  of  it.  3dly,  With  the  adminiftration  of  the 
facraments,  (that  is,  of  thofe  which  are  fpiritual.)  4thly, 
With  the  care  of  the  church."  They  are  the  fame  prin- 
ciples as  were  publifhed  b'y  father  Paul  in  his  Rights  of 
fovereigns  and  fubjects  :  or  to  afcend  to  a  much  higher 
authority,  in  the  Books  of  the  New  Teftament,  by  the 
Supreme  Head  of  the  chrlftian  churchy  who  declared,  my 
kingdom  is  not  of  Ms  world. 

The  meafures  adopted  and  perfifted  in  by  the  em- 
peror, occafioned  great  commotions  at  Rome.  The 
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1782.  pope  had  feveral  conferences  on  the  fubje6t  with  his  car* 
dinals,  in  which,  notwithftanding  his  great  age,  he  de- 
termined on  a  journey  to  Vienna.  This  was  notified  to 
his  moft  dear  Ton  in  Jefus  Chrift,  Jofeph,  illuilrious 
apoftolic  king  of  Hungary,  alib  of  Bohemia,  king  elect 
of  the  Romans,  in  a  brief  addrefTed  to  him,  and  given 
at  Rome  by  Pope  Pius  VI.  on  the  fifteenth  of  Decem- 
ber 1781,  and  of  his  pontificate  the  7th  year.  Jofeph 
in  his  anfwer  told  his  moft  holy  father,  that  he  fhould 
receive  him  with  all  the  refpecl  and  attention  due  to  his 
exalted  ftation ;  but  that  the  journey  would  be  fuperflu- 
ous,  as  he  was  abfolutely  determined  in  his  judgment. 
The  journey  was  however  undertaken  ;  and  the  fovereign 
Roman  pontiff  arrived  at  Vienna  March  the  22d,  where 
he  remained  till  April  the  22d,  when  he  fet  out  on  his 
return  to  Rome,  fully  convinced  that  his  moft  dear  fo» 
had  fent  him  a  true  anfwer* 


LETTER      VIII. 

Rcxbury,  May  23,  1782* 

acts  of  congrefs  demand  our  firft  attention. 
On  the  2jd  of  February,  they  refblved  to  au~ 
*£  *  '   thorize  the  commander  in  chief  to  agree  to  the  exchange 
of  earl  Cornwallis,  by  compofition,  provided  that  the 

honor- 
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honorable  Henry  Laurens  efq;  fhallbe  liberated  and  pro-  1782. 
per  aflurances  obtained,  that  all  accounts  for  the  fupport 
of  the  convention  prifoners,  and  all  other  prifoners  of 
war,  fhall  be  fpeedily  fettled  and  difcharged. 

The  fuccefs  which  had  attended  the  operation  of  the 
allied  forces  in  Virginia,  and  other  favorable  appearances 
confpiring,  the  French  court  turned  their  attention  to- 
ward the  procuring  from  congrefs  the  appointment  of 
thofe  American  commiflioners  for  negotiating  a  peace, 
and  with  thofe  inftru&ions,  that  would  be  perfectly  agree- 
able to  them.  Sundry  communications  from  their  mi- 
niiler  plenipotentiary  were  laid  before  that  auguft  body 
of  delegates  from  the  United  States,  which  were  refer- 
red to  the  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs,  who  on  the  8th 
of  February  delivered  in  a  report,  part  of  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  remainder  referred  to  a  committee. 
Mr.  John  Adams  was  fo  far  from  being  approved  of  by 
Monf.  de  Vergennes,  as  the  fole  negotiator  in  that  im- 
portant bufmefs,  that  the  French  minifter  labored  to 
have  him  wholly  excluded ;  and  complained  heavily 
of  his  itiftnefs  and  tenacioufhefs.  Letters  had  pafled 
between  them  upon  the  fubject  of  the  refolve  for  fixing 
the  paper  money  at  forty  for  one,  which  Vergennes 
confidered  as  an  act  of  bankruptcy.  Mr.  Adams  per- 
fifted  in  defending  the  proceeding  with  fo  much  refblu- 
tion,  that  the  French  m miller  at  length  informed  him, 
that  the  king  enjoined  filence  for  the  future  on  the  fub-. 
je£t  The  meafures  which  had  been  purfued  in  Hol- 
land by  Mr.  Adams,  were  alfo  difpleafmg,  as  they  tra- 
verfed  the  policy  of  the  French  court.  Letters  were  at 
length  fent  to  the  French  plenipotentiary  at  Philadel- 
phia, exprefling  the  opinion  of  his  court,  that  they  Ihould 
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J78?'not  be  able  to  do  bufmefs  in  confort  with  Mr.  Adams. i 
When  the  fame  had  been  communicated  to  congrefs,  a 
committee   was    appointed   to    confer    with    the   che- 
valier de  Luzerne  on  the  affair.     A  leading  perfon  in 
the  committee  was  unwilling  that  the  American  minifter 
Ihould   be  facrificed  to  the  difpleafure  of  the  French 
court,  when  the  offence  was  occafioned  by  his  zeal  to  - 
ftrve  his  country.     It  was  therefore  propofed,  that  he 
fhould  be  inftrufted  to  do  no  one  thing  without  the  con- 
fent  and  approbation  of  the  French  court :  but  that  he . 
fhould  attend  to  his  former  inflruclions,  and  endeavour 
all  in  his  power  to  obtain  the  fifhery,  &c.  but  not  to 
make  them  a  fine  qua  non.     This  did  not  fatisfy;  for  it 
was  obferved,    that   notwithftanding   fuch    inftructions, 
Mr.  Adams  might  obftruft  the  negotiations  by  not  join- 
ing in  them.     The  faid  perfon  judging  it  would  be  fafeft 
to  put  confidence  in  the  French,  moved  that  Mr.  Adams 
ihould  be  ultimately  directed  and  guided  by  the  fen- 
timents  of  the  French  court,  which  being  agreed  to  and 
communicated,    fatisfied  the   chevalier.      Afterward  it 
was  thought  advifable  by  fome  of  the  fouthern  dele- 
gates, that  others  fhould  be  joined  with  Mr.  Adams ; 
and    accordingly  congrefs   agreed,    that  the  honorable 
John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Jay  and  Henry 
Laurens,  fhould  be  their  commiflioners  for  negotiating 
a  peace.      Their  commiffions  were  accompanied  with 
the  following  inftrudtions — "  You  are  to  concur  in  be- 
half of  the  United  States,  with  his  moft  chriltian  ma- 
jefty,  in  accepting  the  mediation  propofed  by  the  em- 
prefs  of  RufTia  and  the  emperor   of  Germany. — You 
are  to  accede  to  no  treaty  of  peace,   i.  which  fhall  not 
effectually  fecure  the  independence  and  fovereignty  of 

the 
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the  Thirteen  States,  according  to  the  form  and  erFedV?82- 
of  the  treaties  fubfifting  between  the  faid  ftates  and  his 
jnoft  chriftian  majefty ;  and  2.  in  which  the  faid  treaties 
(hall  not  be  left  in  their  full  force  and  validity. — As  to 
boundaries  and  other  particulars  we  refer  you  to  the  in-, 
ftru&ions  given  Mr.  Adams,  dated  the  I4th  of  Augult 
1779,  and  1 8th  of  Oftober  1780.     We  think  it  unfafe 
at  this  diftance  to  tie  you  up  by  abfolute  and  peremp- 
tory directions,  on  any  other  fubject  than  the  two  efifen- 
tial  articles  above-mentioned.     You  are  at  liberty  to  fe- 
cure  the  interefts  of  the  United  States,  in  fuch  manner 
as  circumilances  may  direct ;    and  as  the  flate  of  the 
belligerent,  and  difpofition  of  the  mediating  powers  may 
require. — You  are  to  make  the  mofl  candid  and  confi- 
dential communications  upon  all  fubjects  to  the  mini- 
fter  of  the  king  of  France ;  to  undertake  nothing  in  the 
negotiation  for  peace  or  truce  without  their,  knowledge 
and  concurrence,   and   ultimately  to  govern  yourfelves 
by  their  advice  and  opinion,  endeavouring  in  your  whole 
conduct  to  make  them  fenfible,  how  much  we  rely  on 
his  majefty's  influence  for  effectual  fupport,    in   every 
thing  neceiTary  to  the  prefent  fecurity   or  future  prof- 
perity  of  the  United  States.— If  a  difficulty  Ihould  oc- 
cur in  the  courfe  of  the  negotiation  for  peace,  from  the 
backwardnefs  of  the  Britifh  to  make  a  formal  acknow- 
ledgment of  our  independence,  you  are  at  liberty  to 
agree  to  a  truce,  or  to  make  fuch  other  conceflions  as 
may  not  affect  the  fnbftance  of  what  we  contend  for, 
and  provided  that  Britain  be  not  left  in  poiTeffion  of  any 
part  of  the  Thirteen  United  States," 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  the  minifter  of  France,  were  directed  by  congrefs  to 
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*78-'Communicate  confidentially  to  the  faid  minifter,  the 

fiance  of  the  foregoing  inftru6lions:     The  commiffions  . 
and  in(lru6tions  were  fent  to  France  foon  enough  to  adv- 
mit  of  their  being  received  early  in  May. 
Mar.      On  Sunday  the  24th  of  March,  capt.  Jofhua  Hud- 
*4*    dy,  who  commanded  the  troops  at  the  block-houfe  on 
Tom's  river  in  Mon mouth  county,    New  Jerfey,    was 
attacked  by  a  number  of  refugees  from  New  York  \ 
and  taken  after  defending  himfelf  gallantly  till  all  his 
ammunition  was  expended.     He  was  kept  in  clofe  cuf- 
tody ;  and  on  Monday  the  8th  of  April  was  told,  <c  That 
m  'he  was  ordered  to  be  hanged."     Four  days  after  he  was 
fent  out  with  a  party  of  refugees,  and  hanged  about  ten 
o'clock  on  the  heights  of  Middletown.     The  following 
label  was  affixed  to  his  bread — <c  We  the  refugees,  hav- 
ing with  grief,    long  beheld  the  cruel  murders  of  our 
brethren,  and  finding  nothing  but  fuch  meafures  daily 
carrying  into    execution — we  therefore   determine  not 
to  fuffer  without  taking  vengeance  for  the  numerous  cru- 
elties, and  thus  begin  (and  I  fay  may  thofe  lofe  their 
liberty  who  do  not  follow  on)  and  have  made  ufe  of 
captain.  Huddy  as  the  firft  object  to  prefent  to  your 
view;    and  further  determine  to  hang  man  for  man, 
while  there  is  a  refugee  exiiling.     Up  goes  HUDDY 
for  PHILIP  WHITE."     Philip  White  was  taken  by 
a  party  of  the  Jerfey  people  on  the  joth  of  March, 
and  was  killed  in  attempting  to  make  his  efcape  after- 
ward. 

When  this  affair  was  made  known  to  gen.  Wafhing- 
ton,  he  propofed  a  number  of  queftions,  on  the  cafe  of 
captain  Huddy,  to  the  general  officers  and  others,  who 
were  for  retaliation.  However,  inilead  of  immediately 
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executing  an  officer  of  equal  rank  with  Huddy  upon  re-  *782» 
ceiving  proofs  of  his  murder,  Wafhington  wrote  to 
Clinton,  that  unlefs  the  perpetrators  of  that  deed  were 
delivered  up,  he  fhould  be  under  the  difagreeable  ne- 
cefiity  of  retaliating.  On  the  2Oth,  he  fent  a  letter  to 
congrefs,  with  the  copy  of  a  memorial  from  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  county  of  Monmouth,  and  fundry  affida- 
vits refpedting  the  death  of  the  captain  ;  which  produced 
the  following  refolution  on  the  29th — "  That  congrefs  29, 
having  deliberately  confidered  the  faid  letter  and  the  pa- 
pers attending  it,  and  being  deeply  imprefled  with  the 
necefiity  of  convincing  the  enemies  of  thefe  United 
States,  by  the  moil  decided  conduct,  that  the  repetition 
of  their  unprecedented  and  inhuman  cruelties,  fo  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  nations  and  of  war,  will  be  no  longer 
fuffered  with  impunity,  do  unanimoufly  approve  of  the 
firm  and  judicious  conduct  of  the  commander  in  chief 
in  his  application  to  the  Britifh  general  at  New  York, 
and  do  hereby  allure  him  of  their  firmed  fupport  in  his 
fixed  purpofe  of  exemplary  retaliation."  What  altera- 
tion may  be  produced  by  the  change  of  Britifh  generals, 
remains  to  be  difcovered.  Sir  Guy  Carleton  arrived  at 
New  York  on  the  5th  of  May,  and  is  now  commander  May 
in  chief  of  the  king's  forces  in  America.  From  his  *" 
tried  and  known  humanity,  it  may  be  concluded  with 
certainty,  that  no  acts  of  barbarity  will  be  fupported  by 
Jiis  countenance. 

Negotiations  were  carried  on  the  lail  year  between 
fome  leading  perfons  bel6nging  to  Vermont  and  the  Bri- 
tifh in  Canada  and  New  York  j  which  produced  jea- 
loufies  in  the  minds  of  fe\  ei  al,  who  thought  that  the 
rulers  meant  to  unite  that  country  to  Great  Britain,  con- 
trary 
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*782*trary  to  the  wifh  and  without  the  knowledge  of  the  in- 
habitants in  general.  Mr.  Thomas  Chittenden,  the  go- 
Jan,  vernor,  was  addreffed  in  a  letter  of  January  the  ift, 
upon  the  fubjeclr,  by  a  gentleman  of  the  firft  confe- 
quence ;  to  whom  he  gave  the  moil  pofitive  aflurances, 
that  fuch  negotiations  were  fo  far  innocent,  that  there 
never  was  any  ferious  intention  of  joining  Great  Britain 
in  their  attempts  to  fubjugate  the  United  States.  But 
the  intercourfe  had  undoubtedly  a  bad  tendency ;  and 
gave  the  Britifh  foine  ground  to  hope,  that  they  fhould 
annex  the  people  of  Vermont  to  their  interefts. 

General  Wafhington  wrote  to  gov.  Hancock  on  the 
31.  3 1 ft  of  January.  The  letter  was  upon  public  bufmefs, 
and  urged  the  fpeedy  pointed  and  effe&ual  compliance 
of  the  (late,  with  the  requifitions  of  congrefs  for  com- 
pleting their  battalions  3  that  fo  all  the  fruits  of  the 
fuccefTes  of  the  preceding  campaign  might  not  be  thrown 
away,  by  an  inglorious  winter  of  languor  and  inactivity. 
It  infifted  on  the  necefiity  of  having  a  powerful  army 
early  in  the  field.  "Soon,"  fays  the  general,  "  might 
we  hope  to  enjoy  all  the  bleffings  of  peace,  if  we  could 
fee  again  the  fame  animation  in  the  caufe  of  our  conn- 
1  try  infpiring  every  breaft,  the  fame  paflion  for  freedom 
and  military  glory  impelling  our  youths  to  the  field,  and 
the  fame  difmterefted  patriotifm  pervading  every  rank 
of  men,  as  was  confpicuous  at  the  commencement  of 
this  glorious  revolution."  He  prefled  the  furnifhing  of 
the  recruits  in  feafon,  and  the  eftablifhing  of  checks  to 
prevent  impofitions  as  to  the  quality  of  the  men,  that 
none  might  be  accepted  but  able  bodied  and  effective., 
and  that  it  might  not  be  attempted  to  impofe  upon 
them  decrepid  or  improper  men  or  boys  as  foldiers. 

Near 
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Near  the  end  of  April  he  cbferved,  that  the  efficient  J782* 
operating  force  of  the  northern  army  could  be  no  more 
than  7,553  rank  and  file;  and  that  he  fhould  be  uncan- 
did,  was,  he  not  to  acknowledge,  that  he  did  not  expe6t 
it  would  be  increafed  by  recruits  in  the  courfe  of  the 
campaign  to  more  than  10,000  fit  for  duty  in  the  field. 
He  eflimated  the  roya]  force  in  New  York,  including 
their  eftabliihed  corps  of  provincials  at  9,000,  and  their 
militia  refugees  and  independent  companies  at  4000,  in 
all  13,000;  befide  about  3,300  at  Charleftown,  and 
about  700  at  Savannah. 

The  bank  of  North  America  opened  at  Philadelphia 
on  the  7th  of  January.     Through  the  eftablifhment  of 
it,  Mr.  Morris,  the  financier,  was  enabled  to  fnpport 
credit,  and  to  keep  things  in  motion  till  the  23d  of  A?r"ii 
April.     Without  that  he  muft  have  flopped ;    for  the 
public  money  was  exhaufted,  and  he  had  not  at  that 
hour  received  one  farthing  from  any  ftate  in  the  union. " 
There  was  too  much  caufe  for  complaining  of  a  dif- 
graceful  languor  in  moil  of  the  governments ;  and  which 
has  its  origin  in  felfifh  views,  party  fpirit  or  worfe  mo- 
tives.    The  Hates  were  half  a  million  of  dollars  in  debt 
on  this  year's  taxes,  which  had  been  raifed  by  anticipa- 
tion on  that  fyftem  of  credit  which  Mr.  Morris  had  cre- 
ated.    On  the  1 4th  of  May  he  thus  exprefTed  himfelfM 
in  a  letter  to  gov.  Hancock — (C  On  the  ift  of  January  *4* 
1782,  with  a  heavy  arrearage  for  1781,  unpaid  on  the 
face  of  the  requifitions  of  congrefs,  I  had  to  provide  for 
a  three  months  expenditure,  when  no  man  would  truft 
the  public  for  a  fmgle  dollar :  your  kgiflature  knew  the 
ftate  of  public  credit  as  well  as  I  did.     Inftead  of  pro- 
viding money  for  the  ift  of  April,  they  have  made  no 

effort 


«52  THE      HISTORY     OF      THE 

*  7 ?2»  effort  for  that  purpofe  which  can  take  effect  before  the 
ift  of  June.  Now  then  let  us  fuppofe  every  flate  in 
the  union  to  be  as  negligent,  and  many  of  them  are 
much  more  fo,  what  can  gentlemen  promife  themfelves. 
J  apprehend  the  moil  terrible  confequences.  I  beg  you 
to  prefs  an  immediate  payment  of  money,  the  neceffity 
of  which  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive,  nor  prudent  to  de- 
clare." The  French  king  allotted  in  December  laft  fix 
millions  of  livres  to  the  affiftance  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  financier  was  allowed  to  draw  for  500,000  tour- 
nais  monthly.  This  was  but  half  he  afked  for ;  and  he 
hopes  that  the  other  fix  millions  may  be  granted,  as 
that  arrangement  had  been  made  before  the  arrival  of 
the  marquis  de  la  Fayette.  The  mod  peremptory  de- 
clarations however  attended  that  grant,  that  it  was  all 
the  United  States  were  to  have.  Previous  to  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  news  of  the  grant,  the  financier  had  been 
obliged  to  hazard  drafts  for  500,000  livres,  and  to  or- 
der Dr.  Franklin  to  refell  the  goods  bought  in  Holland, 
if  he  had  no  other  means  of  paying  the  bills.  He  re- 
quefted  the  minifter  of  France,  and  the  fecretary  of  fo- 
reign affairs,  and  the  fecrefcary  at  war,  to  keep  the  grant 
from  congrefs,  and  all  other  perfons,  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  through  fear  that  if  it  came  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  feveral  legiflatures, '  they  who  had  not  paffed  their 
tax  bills,  would  no  longer  think  it  neceflary  to  pafs  them, 
and  inftead  of  exerting  themfelves,  would  hang  their 
hopes  on  foreign  aid. 

The  affairs  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  ftiafl  now 
be  related. 

General  Greene's  army  took  its  pofition  on  col.  San- 
ders's  plantation  at  P.ound  Q,  on  the  jth  of  laft  De- 
cember, 
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cember.  On  the  i4th,  the  general  wrote  to  the  Ame-  1782- 
rican  board  of  war — cc  We  cannot  advance  upon  the 
enemy  for  want  of  ammunition,  though  we  have  been 
in  readinefs  more  than  ten  days.  I  have  not  a  quire  of 
paper  in  the  world,  nor  are  there  two  in  the  army.  We 
broil  moft  of  our  meat,  for  want  of  camp  kettles."  On 
the  4th  of  January,  he  congratulated  the  army  on  the  ^ 
arrival  of  major  general  St.  Clair  and  the  reinforcement  , 
under  his  command.  Within  a  week  after,  the  army 
moved  down  to  Jackfonborough  (about  35  miles  from 
Charleflown)  Ib  to  Stono,  and  then  on  the  i6th  to  col. 
Skerving's,  on  the  eafl  fide  of  the  Edifto,  about  5  miles 
from  Jackfonborough.  Greene  left  it  when  the  move- 
ment commenced,  and  crofTing  the  Edifto,  proceeded 
to  join  the  light  troops  under  cols.  Lee  and  Laurens. 
He  informed  the  fecretary  at  war  from  his  head  quarters 
near  Charleftown  on  the  23d — cc  I  would  order  the  re- 
turns you  require,  but  we  really  have  not  paper  to  make 
them  on,  not  having  had  for  months  part  even  paper  to 
make  provifion  returns,  or  to  record  the  neceffary  re- 
turns of  the  army."  The  next  day  he  wrote — "  Since  2^ 
we  have  been  in  the  lower  country,  through  the  difficulty 
of  tranfportation  we  were  four  weeks  without  ammuni- 
tion, while  there  was  a  plenty  of  this  article  at  Char- 
lotte. WTe  lay  within  a  few  miles  of  the  enemy  with 
not  fix  rounds  a  man.  Had  they  got  knowledge  and 
availed  themfelves  of  our  fituation,  they  might  have 
ruined  us.  The  ftates  here  are  become  fo  tardy,  as  to 
regard  reprefentations  little  more  than  idle  dreams,  or 
an  eaftern  tale.  We  may  write  till  we  are  blind ;  and 
the  local  policy  of  the  ftates,  in  perfect  fecurity,  will 
counteract  our  wifhes."  The  following  extracts  from 

his 


254  THE    HISTORY  OF     THE 

«782«his  letters  will  be  the  moil  acceptable  medium  of  con- 
veying his  fentiments — <c  Jan.  28th.  I  was  well  in- 
formed you  had  let  in  fome  prejudices  to  my  difadvan- 
tage,  fuch  as  my  being  more  influenced  by  men  than 
meafures,  and  that  in  the  field  I  had  neither  activity  nor 
enterprile.  However  mortifying  thefe  things  were,  my 
pride  would  not  permit  me  to  undeceive  you ;  and  fuch 
was  my  fituation  at  that  time,  that  it  would  have  been 
difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  had  I  attempted  it.  My 
military  conduct  muft  fpeak  for  itfelf.  I  have  only  to 
obferve,  that  I  have  not  been  at  liberty  to  follow  my 
own  genius  till  lately,  and  here  I  have  had  more  embar- 
raflments  than  is  proper  to  difclofe  to  the  world.  Let 
it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  this  part  of  the  United  States  has 
had  a  narrow  efcape.  I  \vzsfeven  months  in  the  field 
Fek  without  taking  my  clothes  off  one  night."  [He  only 
6.  took  them  off  to  change  his  linen.]  "  Feb.  6th.  You 
can  have  little  idea  of  the  confufion  and  diforder,  which 
prevail  among  the  fouthern  ftates.  The  fcenes  change 
fo  faft,  and  the  operation  of  law  is  fo  feeble,  that  it  is 
almoft  impoflible  to  give  any  regular  tone,  to  any  kind  . 
of  bufmefs.  Stores  are  fubject  to  fuch  wafte,  and  fuch 
abufes  prevail  upon  the  lines  of  communication,  as  -well 
as  pofts,  that  it  is  next  to  impofiible  to  keep  the  public 
from  being  impofed  upon.  Our  difficulties  are  fo  nume- 
rous,  and  our  wants  fo  preffing,  that  I  have  not  a  mo- 
ment's relief  from  the  moil  painful  anxieties." — "  Feb. 
8th.  The  little  money  Mr.  Morris  has  received  from 
Europe,  it  is  well  known,  was  granted  by  the  king  of 
France,  for  the  fpecial  purpofe  of  paying  the  army." — 
cc  Feb.  1 8th.  Lieut,  col.  Lee  retires  for  a  time  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health.  I  am  more  indebted  to  this 
i  officer 
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officer  than  any  other,  for  the  advantages  gained  over  ,^2. 
the  enemy  in  the  operations  of  laft  campaign,  and  fhould 
be  wanting  in  gratitude,  not  to  acknowledge  the  im- 
portance of  his  fervices,  a  detail  of  which  is  his  bed** 
panegyric/' — "  March  nth.  A  great  part  of  our  u.* 
troops  are  'in  a  deplorable  fituation  for  want  of  clothing. 
We  have  300  men  without  arms  j  and  more  than  i  ooo 
are  fo  naked,  that  they  can  only  be  put  on  duty  in  cafes 
of  a  defperate  nature.  We  have  been  all  the  winter  in 
want  of  arms  and  clothing;  and  yet  both  upon  the 
road,  though  neither  could  reach  us,  from  the  want  of 
.means  for  tranfporting  our  flores  by  land  through  an 
extenfive  and  exhaufled  country." — cc  April  ijth.  The  13, 
want  of  clothing,  pay  and  better  fubfiflence,  and  being 
altogether  without  fpirits,  has  given  a  murmuring  and 
difcontented  tone  to  the  army,  and  the  face  of  mutiny 
difcovers  itfelf.  I  feel  much  for  this  department.  No 
part  of  Saxony,  during  the  laft  war,  I  believe,  ever  felt 
the  ravaging  hand  of  war  with  greater  feverity,  than  it 
has  been  felt  here.  Our  number  is  greatly  inferior  at 
prefent  to  the  enemy:  foon  andmoft  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina brigade  leaves  us."  [It  has  been  computed,  that 
.fourteen  hundred  widows  were  made  by  the  ravaging 
hand  of  war,  in  the  tingle  diftrift  of.  Ninety -Six.] — 
"  April  22.  Difcontent  is  daily  increafing,  and  the  22. 
fpirit  of  mutiny  very  prevalent.  It  feems  to  have  ori- 
ginated in  the  Pennfylvania  line ;  and  the  parties  have 
endeavoured  to  fpread  the  contagion  through  the  army 
with  appearances  of  fuccefs.  I  have  been  able  to  prove 
the  facl:  but  on  one  perfon,  whom  I  ordered  to  be  fhot 
this  day.  He  was  a  fergeant  and  had  much  influence 
in  the  line.  I  wifh  this  example  may  deter  them  from 

the 
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1782.  the  execution  of  a  fcheme,  which  we  have  been  dread- 
ing every  night."  [The  fcheme  alluded  to  was  that  of 
betraying  the  army  into  the  power  of  the  enemy.] 

The  South  Carolina  reprefentatives  having  been  elected 
agreeable  to  the  writs  iflued  by  governor  Rutledge,  the 
general  affembly  met  in  January,  at  Jackfonborough,  a 
fmall  village  on  the  Edifto.  The  governor,  at  the 
opening  of  the  feffion  on  the  iSth  of  the  month,  deli- 
18*.  vered  a  fpeech  to  both  houfesj  for  which  he  received 
the  thanks  of  each  in  their  addreiTes.  The  conflitntion 
of  the  Hate  eftablifhed  a  rotation,  which  made  it  necef- 
fary  to  choofe  a  new  governor.  The  fuffrages  of  a  ma- 
jority were  in  favor  of  the  former  lieut.  gov.  Chriftopher 
Gadfden  efqj  who  declined  the  laborious  office,  but  con- 
tinued to  ferve  both  in  the  aflembly  and  council.  He, 
with  many  other  gentlemen,  ,who  had  been  delivered  as 
exchanged  in  Virginia  and  Philadelphia,  foon  found 
their  way  back  to  South  Carolina,  and  were  chofen 
members  of  the  legiflature.  The  gener?.!  afiembly  after- 
ward elected  the  honorable  John  Mathews  governor ; 
filled  up  vacancies  in  the  different  departments ;  and 
re-eftablilhed  civil  government  in  all  its  branches.  Laws 
were  then  pafled  for  confifcating  the  eftates,  and  banilh- 
ing  the  perfons  of  the  active  decided  friends  of  Britifh 
government,  and  for  amercing  the  eftates  of  others,  aa 
a  fubftitutkm  for  their  perfonal  fervices,  of  which  their 
country  had  been  deprived,  Mr.  Gadfden,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  long  confinement  he  had  fuffered  in  the 
cattle  of  St.  Auguftine,  and  the  immenfe  lofs  of  his 
property,  oppofed  the  firft  law,  and  with  equal  zeal  and 
judgment  contended  that  found  policy  required  to  forget 

and 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION.  257 

and  forgive.     Two  hundred  and  thirty-feven  perfons  or  1782. 
eftates  were  comprehended  under  that  law,  and  forty- 
eight  under  the  other.     Thofe  whofe  fubmiffion  to  the 
Britifh  appeared  to  be  neceflary  and  unavoidable,  and 
\vho  did  not  voluntarily  aid  or  abet  their  government, " 
were  generally   overlooked.     The   execution   of  thefe 
laws  .induced  gen.  Leflie,  who  commanded  the  royal 
forces  in  Carolina,  to  fend  a  part  of  them  to  feize  the " 
negroes  and  other  effects  belonging  to  the  whig-citizens, 
with  the  avowed  intention  of  applying  the  fame  to  the' 
relief  of  the  fufferers  by  the  faid  laws.     After  a  fuccefs-  £prji 
ful  excurfion,  he  wrote  to  gen.  Greene  on  the  4th  of    4« 
April ;    and    befide  urging   the  motives    of  humanity, 
policy  and  example,  for  the  fufpenfion  of  fuch  proce- 
dures, propofed  a  meeting  of  commifTioners  on   each 
fide,  whereby  to  Icfifen  the  devaftations  of  war  and  fecure 
inviolate  the  property  of  individuals.     Greene  immedi- 
ately returned  for  anfwer,  "  that  he  had  the  honor  to 
command  the  forces  of  the  United  States  in  the  fouthern 
department;  but  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  internal 
police  of  any  ftate."     On  this  Leflie  addrefled  himfelf 
to  gov.  Mathews,  and  enclofed  the  letter  he  had  ad- 
drefTcd   to    Greene.     The   governor  anfwered   on  the 
1 2th,   after  delaying  a  while,    that   he   might  have  an 
opportunity  of  inveftigating  the  truth  as  to  certain  mat- 
ters advanced  in  Leflie's  letter ;  and  told  hi*n — cc  You 
entirely  miftake  my  chancier  when  you  fuppofe  me  to 
be  intimidated  by  threats,  and  thereby  deterred  from 
executing  the  duties  of  the  office  with  which   the  ftate 
has  honored  me.     For  be  aflTured,  Sir,  the  laws  of  this 
ftate  trufled  to  me  muft  and  fhall  be  carried  into  exe- 
cution— maugre  the  confequences,"     He  clofed  with 
VOL.  IV,  S  faying 
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1382,  faying — "  Your  proportion  for  fufpending  the  opera- 
tion of  the  confilcation  act,  without  offering  an  equiva- 
lent, is  inadmifTible.  If  you  have  any  thing  ferious  and 
folid  to  propofe  on  this  head,  I  am  ready  to  appoint 
corr.muiioners  on  my  part  to  meet  thofe  of  yours  to 
confer  on  the  bufmcfs."  Thus  ended  that  affair.  It 
might  have  feryed  the  friends  to  the  Britifh  government 
far  more  effectually,  had  gen.  Leflie  adopted  vigorous 
meafures  for  their  fupport  anfwerable  to  nis  proclama- 
tion,, and  for  the  difperfion  of  the  legiflative  body. 

When  the  reduction  of  lord  Cornwailis  was  completed, 
the  Pennfylvania  line  marched  to  South  Carolina.  This 
increafe  of  force  enabled  gen.  Greene  to  detach  a  part 
of  his  army  to  Georgia.  Gen.  Wayne,  who  com- 
manded, having  previoufly  ordered  the  Americans  at 
Augufta  to  join  him  at  Ebenezer,  croiTed.the  Savannah 
in  January  at  Two  Sillers  ferry,  with  about  100  dra- 
goons under  col,  Anthony  Walton  White.  He  was 
foon  after  reinforced  by  300  continental  infantry  under 
lieut.  col.  Pofey.  The  Britilh  commander  in  Savannah, 
on  hearing  of  this  irruption  of  the  Americans,  fent  or- 
ders to  the  different  polls  to  burn,  as  far  as  they  could,, 
3J1  the  provifions  in  the  country,  and  then  to  retire 
within  their  works.  The  margin  of  the  river  Savannah, 
and  the  iflands  in  the  vicinity  of  it,  were  foon  covered 
with  fmokea  and  preferred  to  the  aftoniihing  eye  a  grancj 
but  awful  fpe&acle.  What  remained  of  the  lad 
year's  crop  was  fo  generally  deflroyed,  that  the  Ame- 
rican forces  have  been  fince  obliged  to  depend  chiefly 
on  South  Carolina  for  their  fupport. 
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LETTER      IX. 

Rctterdamy  Sept.  13,  1782. 
FRIEND  G, 

THE  date  of  my  lad  letter  fcarce  admitted  of  its  178*. 
being  mentioned,  that  admiral  Keppel  was  created 
a  vifcount,    and  Mr.   Dunning  baron  Afhburton,  and 
afterward  made  chancellor  of  the  dutchy  of  Lancafter. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  Mr.  Fox  brought  a  mefiage 
from  his  majefty  to  inform  the  houfe,  cc  That  being 
concerned  to  find  difcontents  and  jealoufies  prevailing 
among  his  loyal  fubjects  in  Ireland,  on  matters  of  great 
importance,  he  earneflly  recommended  to  the  houfe  the 
taking  of  the  fame  into  their  moft  ferious  confederation, 
}n  order  to  fuch  a  final  adjuftment  as  might  give  mutual 
fatisfa&ion  to  both  kingdoms."  A  like  meffage  was 
delivered  to  the  houfe  of  lords. 

Adminiftration  proceeding  in  this  weighty  bufinefs  in 
con  fort  with  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  a  mefiage  con- 
ceived in  the  fame  terms  was  fent  by  the  duke  of  Port- 
land, the  lord  lieutenant,  to  the  commons  of  that  king- 
dom,  on  the  26th,  immediately  after  his  arrival  to  take 
upon  him  the  government.  The  addrefs  to  the  king  in 
confequence  of  it,  was  moved  by  Mr,  Grattan,  the 
great  and  eloquent  leader  of  the  popular  party.  This 
addrefs,  after  a  full  and  explicit  aflertion  of  the  inde- 
pendent rights  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  proceeded 
to  ftate  the  caufes  of  thofe  jealouffes  and  difcontents 

S  2  which 
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1782. which  had  arifen  in  that  country,  viz.  the  act  of  the 
fixth  of  George  I ;  the  power  of  fupprefnng  or  altering 
bills  in  the  privy  council;  and  the  perpetual  mutiny 
bill.  On  the  ground  of  this  addrefs,  Mr.  Fo#  moved 
in  the  Britifh  houfe  of  commons  on  the  lyth  of  May, 
"  i.  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
repeal  of  the  a<5t,  6  George  I.  cap.  v. — 2.  That  it  be 
refolved,  that  it  is  neceffary  to  the  mutual  happinefs  of 
the  two  countries,  that  a  firm  and  folid  connection  fhould 
be  forthwith  eftabliihed  by  the  confent  of  both. — 3.  That 
an  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  that  he  may  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  directions  for  promoting  the 
latter  refolution."  Thefe  motions  paffed  without  any 
oppofition.  In  return  for  this  liberal  procedure  of  the 
Britifh  government,  in  relinqui filing  eltablifhed  claims 
without  any  ilipulation  whatever,  the  parliament  of  Ire- 
land voted  lOOjOOol.  for  the  raifmg  of  20,000  Irifh 
feamen  to  ferve  in  his  majefty 's  navy.  The  fum  of 
50,000!.  was  alfo  voted,  "  for  purchafing  an  eftate,  and 
creeling  a  manfion  thereon,  to  be  fettled  on  Henry 
Grattan  efq;  and  the  heirs  of  his  body,  as  a  teflimony 
,of  their  gratitude,  for  the  unequalled  benefits  conferred 
by  him  on  that  kingdom."  On  the  nth  of  June, 
Mr.  Fox  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  afore- 
mentioned act,  which  pafled  without  a  word  of  oppofi- 
tion. By  that  act,  "  the  king's  majefty,  by  and  with 
the  advice  of  the  lords  fpirkual  and  temporal  and  com- 
mons of  Great  Britain  in  parliament  affembled,  hath 
had,  and  of  right  ought  tg  have,  full  power  'and  autho- 
rity to  make  laws  andftatutesof  fufficient  force  and  validity 
to  bind  the  kingdom  and  people  of  Ireland;  and  that 
tlie  houfe  of  lords  of  Ireland  have  not>  nor  of  right 

i  ought 
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ought  to  have,  any  jurifdi&ion  to  judge,  affirm,  or  re-i78a* 
verfe  any  judgment,  fentence,  or  decree,  given  or  made 
in  any  court  within  the  faid  kingdom  ;  and  that  all  pro- 
ceedings before  the  faid  houfe  of  lords  upon  any  fuch 
fentence  or  decree  are,  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
utterly  null  and  void  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  what- 
foever."  The  bill  received  the  royal  affent  by  com- 
miiTion  on  the  ill  of  July.  It  muft  be  noted,  that  be- 
Fore  the  bill  was  brought  in,  the  duke  of  Portland  went 
in  ftate  to  the  Irifh  houfe  of  peers  on  the  3oth  of  May, 
to  announce  the  concurrence  of  the  king  and  parliament 
of  Great  Britain  to  the  independent  rights  claimed  by 
Ireland.  On  the  i8th  of  June,  the  delegates  of  the 
volunteer  corps  of  the  four  provinces,  at  their  general 
meeting  held  in  Dublin,  refolved  unanimoufly — "  That 
the  addrefies  of  the  Irifh  parliament  having  difclaimed 
any  power  or  authority,  of  any  fort  whatfoever,  in  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  over  this  realm,  we  fhall 
confider  a  repeal  of  the  6th  of  George  I.  by  the  Britiih 
parliament,  made  in  pnrfuance  of  the  faid  addrefles,  a 
complete  renunciation  of  all  the  claims  contained  in  the 
faid  ftatute ;  and  as  fuch  we  will  accept  it,  and  deem 
it  fatisfactory."  On  the  i8th  of  July,  it  was  moved  in 
the  houfe  of  lords — cc  That  this  houfe,  having  the  fulleft 
confidence  in  the  anfwer  to  their  addrefs  to  his  majefly 
of  the  27th  of  April  laft;  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  but 
that  the  independence  of  the  legiflature  of  this  king- 
dom, both  as  to  internal  and  external  objects,  will  be 
inviolably  maintained/'  This  motion  was  meant  as  an 
explicit  declaration  of  the  total  independence  of  the  Iriih 
legiflature  on  that  of  Great  Britain  in  all  cafes  whatfo- 
ever, and  pafled  without  a  negative.  Thus  have  the 

S  3  patriots 
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1782.  patriots  of  Ireland,  by  their  judicious,  fleady,  and  terrr* 
perate  conduct,  made  the  war  with  the  United  States  of 
America  fubfervient  to  the  eftablifhing  of  their  own  in- 
dependency without  bloodilied  and  devaftation.  Had 
rights  fomewhat  fimilar  to  thole  which  were  conceded  to 
them,  been  early  granted  to  the  Americans,  the  union 
of  the  latter  with  the  mother  country  had  been  conti- 
nued ;  and  the  enormous  expences  of  war,  and  all  its 
concomitant  miferies  been  avoided.  When  the  duke  of 
Portland  put  an  end  to  the  feflion  on  the  27 th  of  July, 
he  obferved  to  both  houfes  with  fatisfa&ion,  that  they 
had  provided  for  the  impartial  and  unbiased  adminiftra- 
tion  of  juilice,  by  the  act  for  fecuring  the  independence 
of  the  judges  •,  that  they  had  adopted  one  of  the  moil 
effectual  fecurities  of  Britifh  freedom,  by  limiting  the 
mutiny  act  in  point  of  duration  ;  that  they  had  iecured 
that  moft  invaluable  of  all  human  bleffings,  the  perfonal 
liberty  of  the  fubject,  by  palling  the  habeas  corpus  act ; 
and  that  they  had  cherifhed  and  enlarged  the  wife  prin- 
ciples of  toleration,  and  made  confiderable  advances  in 
.abolifhing  thofe  diftinctions  which  had  too  long  impeded 
the  progrefs  of  induilry,  and  divided  the  nation. 

While  meafures  were  purfuing  for  eftabiiihing  har- 
mony between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  adminiftration 
applied  themfelves  to  the  perfecting  of  thofe  plans  of 
ceconomy  and  reform,  for  the  execution  of  which  they 
were  pledged  to  the  public.  The  bills  for  disqualifying 
revenue  officers  from  voting  in  the  election  of  members. 
of  parliament,  and  for  rendering  contractors  incapable 
of  fitting  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  parTed  the  lower 
houfe  after  a  feeble  oppofition  -,  and  though  ftrenuoufly 

combated 
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combated  in  the  upper,  were  carried  by  very  large  ma- 
jorities,  and  received  the  royal  affent. 

Mr.  Burke,  while  the  bills  were  pending,  brought 
forward  afrefh  the  great  plan  of  reform  in  the  civil  lift 
expenditure,  which  he  had  fubmitted  to  parliament  two 
years  before.  This  object,  in  which  were  combined  the 
principles  of  future  cecoaomy  and  the  abolition  of  great 
influence  in  both  houfes  of  parliament,  was  introduced 
by  a  merlage  from  the  king.  In  the  beginning  of  May, 
Mr.  Burke  was  called  to  the  chair  of  the  committee,  and 
tvas  directed  to  move  rhe  houfe  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill,  to  enable  his  majefty  to  pay  off  the  debt  on  the 
civil  lift,  to  prevent  the  like  in  future,  and  to  carry  into 
a  law  the  retrenchments  which  his  majefty  had  gracioufly 
propofed  to  make  in  his  houfehold.  A  number  of  offices, 
ufually  held  by  members  of  parliament,  were  abolilhed; 
and  the  annual  faving  ariiing  from  the  reform,  which 
would  be  yearly  increafing,  amounted  to  72,368!.  He 
apologized  for  the  bills  not  being  more  extenfive ;  and 
engaged  to  obey  their  call,  whenever  it  appeared  to  be 
the  general  fenfe  of  the  houfe  and  of  the  people,  that 
he  fhould  undertake  and  go  through  with  a  more  com- 
plete fyftem  of  reform. 

The  gentleman's  magazine  for  May,  gives  you  in  the 
hiftorical  chronicle  under  Monday  6,  the  particulars  of 
the  reform ;  and  immediately  under  it  the  following  ex- 
traordinary article  of  reform  in  the  houfe  of  commons—- 
This -day  the  entry  on  the  journals  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  of  the  iyth  of  February,  1769,  importing, 
<c  that  John  Wilkes  efq;  was  judged  incapable  of  fitting  in 
that  houfe,"  was,  on  motion,  ordered  to  be  expunged,  115 
to  47.— Thus  has  Mr.  Wilkes  triumphed  at  laft  in  the 

S  4  cafe 
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i78z»cafe  of  the  Middlefex  election,  after  a  long  fucceffion 
of  annual  defeats..  Mr.  Burke's  reforming  bill  was  fol- 
lowed by  another  for  the  regulation  of  his  own  office. 
The  principal  object  of  it  was,  to  prevent  the  poffibility 
•  of  any  balance  accumulating  in  the  hands  of  the  pay- 
inafler  general,  which,  he  laid,  had  fometirnes  amounted 
to  the  enormous  fum  of  a  million  of  pounds,  the  inte- 
ger! of  which  would  be  annually  faved  to  the  public. 
He  alfo  ftated,  that  as  treafurer  of  Chelfea  hofpital,  he 
enjoyed  the  profits  arifing  from  the  clothing  of  the  pen- 
fioners.  The  profits  of  the  contract  had  ufually 
amounted  to  700].  per  annum  -,  but  by  a  bargain  he  had 
made  with  a  contractor,  who  was  not  a  member  of  par- 
liament, it  would  amount  to  600 1.  more.  This  fum 
of  1300!.  a  year,  he  meant  to  refign  his  claim  to,  and 
to  appropriate  it  to  fome  public  fervice. 

The  fubject  of  a  reform  in  the  conftitution  of  parlia- 
ment, was  not  wholly  abandoned ;  but  was  brought  again 
before  the  houfe  by  Mr.  William  Pitt,  who  moved — 
;cc  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
Hate  of  the  reprefentation  in  parliament,  and  to  .report 
to  the  houfe  their  fentiments  thereon."  A  long,  debate 
enfaed,  and  was  ably  fupported  by  gentlemen  on  each 
fide  the  queilion;  but  on  a  divifion  the  motion  was  re- 
je&ed  by  a  majority  of  161  to  141. 

While  the  parliament  was  thus  employed,  the  miniftry 
were  not  inattentive  to  the  great  object  of  the  nation's 
defire,  the  refloration  of  peace ;  which  was   fo  far  in 
jj^     .train,    that  on  the   ift  of  July  a  .communication  was 
opened  between  Dover  and  Calais,  and  four  Britifh  and 
four  French  verTels  were  appointed  to  fail  -alternately  from 
each  port.     But  the  day  was  rendered  much  more  me- 
morable 
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morable  by  the  death  of  the  marquis  of  Rockihgham,  i7g2, 
whofc  health  had  been  gradually  declining,  and  at  length 
funk  under  the  increaring  weight  of  public  cares  and 
bufmefs.  This  event  occafioned  various  changes  in  the 
adminiftration.  The  earl  of  Shelburne  was  appointed 
the  marquis's  fucceffor  in  the  treafury.  Lord  John 
Cavendifh  and  Mr.  Fox  foon  after  rengned  their  offices, 
and  were  followed  by  the  duke  of  Portland  and  others. 
Mr.  William  Pitt  was  made  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer :  Mr.T.  Townfhend  and  lord  Grantham  fecretaries 
of  ftate.  Lord  Shelburne  having  occafion  to  fpeak  on 
the  fubject  of  the  independence  of  America  on  the  loth, 
faid,  fc  that  his  opinions  were  ftill  the  fame ;  but  cir- 
cumftances  had  changed,  and  he  now  faw  it  was  become 
a  neceffary  evil,  to  which  his  country  muft  fubmit  to 
avoid  a  greater."  On  the  nth,  his  majefty  went  to  the  lr 
houfe  of  peers,  and  by  his  royal  fpeech  put  an  end  to 
the  feflion. 

The  fuccefles  of  the  Britifli  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft 
Indies  and  in  Europe,  which  were  known  long  before 
the  rifing  of  parliament,  were  favorable  circumftances, 
and  tenaed  to  give  {lability  to  adminiftration,  by  the  - 
public  fatisfaction  they  produced.  We  fliall  now  enter 
upon  their  narrative. 

The  Dutch  garrifon  of  Negapatam  was  reinforced  by 
a  large  detachment  of  Hyder  Ally's  troops,  before  the 
Engliih  company's  appeared  upon  the  coaft  of  Coro- 
mandel.  Major  gen.  Monro  landed  on  the  2ift  of 
October,  and  then  took  the  command  of  them.  He 
was  followed  by  the  whole  corps  of  marines  from  adm. 
Hughes's  fleet.  By  the  loth  of  November,  the  breach- 
ing battery  being  ready,  and  opening  at  day  light,  the 

garrifon 
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i782.garrif°n  &on  demanded  a  parley  and  capitulated.  They 
confiiled  of  8000  anen ;  500  were  European  regulars 
and  militia.  On  the  2d  of  January  the  admiral  failed 
from  Negapatam  roads,  and  on  the  4th  arrived  at 
Trinccmale  bay.  The  next  day  all  the  troops  were  dif- 
cmbarked  and  landed  before  dark.  The  feamen  and 
marines  immediately  formed,  and  pufhing  through  the 
gateway  made  themfelves  matters  of  the^fort,  while  the 
governor  was  drawing  up  a  capitulation.  The  only  re- 
maining force  was  a  fort  on  the  top  of  a  high  hill,  which 
commanded  the  harbour  and  had  an  open  communica- 
tion with  the  fhips.  The  commander  refufmg  to  fur- 
render,  a  ftorming  party  of  feamen  and  marines  afTaulted 
and  carried  it  on  the  morning  of  the  nth,  with  little 
lofs.  Upon  the  furrender  of  Negapatam,  Hyder  Ally's 
troops  evacuated  all  the  forts  and  ilrong  pofts  they  held 
in  the  Tanjore  country.  This  intelligence  however  was 
fomewhat  damped  by  the  news  received  from  Bombay 
au  the  Eaft  India  houfe  on  the  28th  of  Auguft,  being 
an  account  of  an  action  on  the  i7th  of  Feb.  between 
Sir  Edward  Hughes  and  Monf.  de  Suffrein,  in  which 
leveral  of  the  Britifh  fhips  fuffered  conflderably. 

When  the  feafon  for  naval  action  in  the  European  part 
of  the  world  approached,  great  threats  were  held  out  of  the 
mighty  effefts  to  be  produced  by  a  combination  of  the 
whole  marine  force  of  France,  Spain  and  Holland.  It 
was  therefore  an  object  of  the  firft  importance  to  Great 
Britain  to  prevent  fuch  combination,  by  keeping  that 
watch  upon  the  Dutch  fleet  which  would  difable  them 
from  penetrating  the  channel  in  their  way  to  Breft,  the 
appointed  place  of  rendezvous.  A  plan  of  operation, 

princi- 


AMERICAN       R  E  V  O  £  U  T  I  O  tf.  267 

V 

principally  defenfive,  was  concerted  by  the  new  admi- i-?-. 
ralty,  which  had  been  juft  formed.  ^ 

While  the  reft  of  the  fleet  was  preparing,  adm.  Bar-  April 
ririgton  failed  from  Porffmo.uth  for  the  Bay,  with  12  fail  Ij" 
of  the  line.  On  the  2oth  a  fleet  was  difcovered,  and 
the  fignal  for  general  chafe  inilantly  thrown  out.  The 
Foudroyant,  capt.  Jarvis,  being  a  prime  failer,  (b  far 
outftripped  the  reft,  that  when  night  came  on,  with  hazy 
and  blowing  weather,  he  foon  loft  them  entirely  •,  but 
he  kept  a  full  view  of  the  enemyy  and  purfued  them 
with  unremitting  vigor.  The  chafed  fleet  confided  of 
1 8  fail,  laden  with  (lores  and  conveying  a  confiderable 
number  of  troops,  for  the  fupply  and  reinforcement  of 
the  French  fleet  and  forces  in  the  Eaft  Indies.  They 
had  failed  from  Breft  only  the  day  before,  and  were  under 
the  protection  of  the  Protecleur  and  Pegafe  of  74  guns 
each,  L'A&ionare  of  64,  but  armed  en  fiute,  and  a  fri- 
gate* The  convoy  was  difperfed  by  fignal,  and  the  two 
French  74  guns  Ihips  having  confuked,  it  was  agreed, 
that  as  the  Protecteur  had  a  large  quantity  of  money  on 
board,  (he  fnould  make  the  beft  of  her  way;  and  that 
if  fighting  was  inevitable,  the  Pegafe  fhould  abide  the 
confequences.  A  little  before  one  in  the  morning  capt, 
Jarvis  came  up  with  and  clofeiy  engaged  her.  The 
action  was  fierce  while  it  lafted,  but  within  lefs  than  an 
hour  the  Pegafe  was  compelled  to  furrender.  Soon  after 
day  light,  the  Queen  man  of  war  came  in  fight  and 
took  upon  her  the  charge  of  the  difabled  captured  ihip. 
The  Queen  and  Foudroyant  foon  loft  fight  of  each  other 
in  a  hard  gale  which  enfued.  The  next  day  a  large 
man  of  war  appeared  in  fight  of  the  Queen.  The  cap- 
tain, Maitland,  foon  purfued  -,  and  after  a  chafe  of  14 
3  hours 
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1782.  hours  came  up  in  the  night  with  the  French  ihip.  She 
received  his  broadfide,  returned  hers,  and  then  ilruck 
her  colours.  She  proved  to  be  the  Actionaire ;  and  was 
a  valuable  prize  having  a  great  quantity  of  naval  ord- 
nance ftores  on  board,  befide  wine,  rum,  provifions,  and 
feveral  chefts  of  money.  Ten  large  tranfports  and  a 
fchooner,  befide  the  men  of  war,  were  taken.  The  bad 
weather  obliged  Barrington  to  fmifh  his  fuccefsful  cruife 
by  returning  to  Britain  toward  the  clofe  of  the  month. 

The  naval  force  of  France  and  Spain  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  foon  after  the  reduction  of  St.  Kitt's,  amounted 
to  60  Ihips  of  the  line ;  and  their  land  forces  when 
joined  would  have  formed  a  confiderable  army.  Jamaica 
had  no  more  than  fix  incomplete  battalions  of  regular 
troops  and  the  militia  of  the  ifiand  to  defend  it  -,  and  there- 

jreb.   fore  in  cafe  of  an  attack  mud  have  been  foon  fubdued. 

J9«  The  arrival  of  Sir  George  Rodney  with  12  fail  of  the 
line  at  Barbadoes,  and  his  fubfequent  junftion  with  Sir 
Samuel  Hood's  fquadron,  together  with  the  arrival  of 
three  (hips  of  the  line  from  Great  Britain  a  few  days 
after,  was  providentially  defigned  for  the  prefervation  of 
Jamaica. 

The  firft  object  with  Sir  George  was  to  intercept  the 
convoy  that  failed  from  Bred  in  February  -,  and  which 
was  defigned  to  fupply  the  failure  of  that  which  was 
attacked  by  adm.  Kempenfelt.  Rodney  difpofed  of  his 
capital  fhips  in  a  line  to  the  windward  of  the  French 
iflands,  and  formed  a  line  of  frigates  ilill  further  to 
windward.  But  the  French  convoy,  by  making  the 
ifland  of  Defiada  to  the  northward,  getting  to  the  lee- 
ward of  the  Britiih  fleet,  and  keeping  clofe  in  under  the 
land  of  Guadaloupe  and  Dominique,  had  the  addrefs  to* 

efcape 
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efcape  the  danger,  and  to  arrive  fafe  in  Fort  Royal  bay,  J?8^ 
where  they  found  the  count  de  GraiTe.  2o. " 

Sir  George  Rodney,  on  finding  himfelf  difappointed, 
returned  to  St.  Lucie;  there  to  refit;  take  in  a  fupply  of 
water,  ftores  and  provifions ;  and  keep  a  drift  watch 
with  his  frigates  on  the  movements  of  the  French  in 
Fort  Royal  bay.  The  objects  of  the  hoftiie  comman- 
ders were  not  lefs  oppofite  than  their  interefts.  It  was 
the  bufinefs  and  defign  of  de  Graflfe  to  avoid  fighting, 
till  he  had  formed  a  junction  with  the  Spanifh  fleet  under 
don  Solano  at  Hifpaniola.  On  the  other  fide,  the  fal- 
vation  of  the  Weft  Indies,  with  the  whole  fortune  and 
hope  of  the  war,  depended  upon  Rodney's  preventing 
the  junction,  or  bringing  on  a  clofe  and  decifive  engage- 
ment with  de  GrafTe  before  it  took  place.  The  Britifh 
fleet  at  St.  Lucie  amounted  to  36  ihips  of  the  line :  the 
force  under  de  GrafTe  at  Martinico  to  34,  befide  two  fhips 
of  the  line  armed  en  flute>  and  two  fifty-fours,  the  firft 
were  not  in  either  engagement ;  and  the  laft  if  prefent 
acted  only  as  frigates.  The  French  fleet,  befide  a  full 
compliment  of  feamen,  had  5500  land  forces  on  board. 
The  Ville  de  Paris  of  no  guns,  de  Graflfe's  own  fl)ip, 
carried  not  iefs  than  1300  men  including  foldiers.  The 
French  .74*5  carried  900  men  each.  Their  metal  is 
always  heavier  than  that  of  the  Britifh,  in  equal  rates : 
but  feveral  of  their  fhips  -were  in  very  indifferent  con- 
dition. The  Britifh  had  five  90  gun  fhips,  which  was 
their  higheft  rate;  and  the  French  had  eight  of  84  and 
80  guns  each,  befide  the  Ville  de  Paris.  The  compa- 
rative balance  of  the  force  on  both  fides  waa  tolerably 
even;  and  contending  fleets  do  not  often  meet  upon 
more  equal  terms.  The  van  of  the  Britifh  was  com- 
manded 


27O  THE      HISTORY     QF     THE 

1782.  manded  by  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  the  centre  by  Sir  George 
Rodney,  and  the  rear  by  adm.  Francis  Drake.  The 
three  divifions  of  the  French  Meet  were  under  count  de 
GrafTe,  Monf.  de  Vaudreuil,  and  Monf.  de  Bougain- 
ville. 

April  The  French  fleet  began  to  turn  out  of  Fort  Royal 
harbour  by  break  of  day,  with  a  great  convoy  under 
their  protection,  all  bound  to  lee. ward  and  intending  to 
fall  down  to  the  French  or  Spanifh  ports  in  Hifpaniola. 
De  GrafTe,  that  he  might  avoid  any  encounter  on  his 
parTage,  meant  to  keep  clofe  in  under  the  iflands,  till 
he  had  eluded  the  purfuit  of.  the  Britifh.  But  their  de- 
parture from  the  bay3  and  movements,  were  fo  fpeedily 
communicated  by  fignals  from  the  frigates,  and  the 
Britifh  fleet  was  in  fuch  excellent  preparation,  that  all 
the  Ihips  were  clear  of  Grofs  Ifiet  Bay  by  noon,  and 
purfued  with  the  utrnoft  expedition ;  fo  that  the  French 
faved  only  a  few  hours,  by  being  matters  of  the  time 
of  departure.  The  Britifh  gained  fight  of  them  under 
Dominique  at  night ;  and  afterward  regulated  the  pur- 
fuit by  fignals. 

Count  de  Grafle  formed  the  line  of  battle  to  wind- 
ward early  the  next  morning;  and  thereby  afforded  an 
opportunity  to  his  convoy  for  proceeding  on  their,  courfe^ 
while  he  remained  to  abide  the  confequences.  "While 
the  count  had  wind  enough  for  thefe  movements  by 
being  further  advanced  toward  Guadaloupe,  the  Britifh 
fleet  lay  becalmed  under  the  high  lands  of  Dominique. 
The  breeze  at  length  reached  the  van  of  the  latter  5  and 
the  Ihips  began  to  clofe  with  the  French  centre,  while 
their  own  centre  and  rear  were  ftill  becalmed.  If  de 
Grafle  could  have  avoided  an  engagement,  it  muft  be 

thought; 
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thought  that  the  profpect  of  falling  with  his  whole  weight  !7^. 
ppon  and  entirely  cm  filing  one  third  of  his  enemy's 
force,  was  too  tempting  to  be  refilled.  The  a&ipn 
commenced  about  9  o'clock.  The  attack  was.  lead  by  <. 
the  Royal  Oak,  and  feconded  by  the  Alfred  and  the 
Montague.  The  whole  divifion  was  in  a  few  minutes 
clofely  engaged,  and  for  more  than  an  hour  was  ex- 
ceedingly preffed  by  the  fuperiority  of  the  French.  The 
Barrleur,  Sir  S.  Hood's  own  fhip,  had  at  times  feven, 
and  generally  three  fhips  firing  upon  her :  none  of  the 
^iviiion  efcuped  encountering  a  difproporticnate  force. 
The  firm  and  effectual  refiftance,  with  which  they 
fuftained  all  the  efforts  of  the  enemy's  fuperiority,  was 
to  the  higheft  degree  glorious.  At  length  the  leading 
(hips  of  the  centre  were  enabled  to  come  up  to  their 
fcfFiilance.  Thefe  were  foon  followed  by  Sir  G.Rodney 
in  the  Formidable,  with  his  feconds  the  Namur  and  the 
Duke,  all  of  90  guns :  they  made  and  fupported  a  molt 
tremendous  fire.  The  gallantry  of  a  French  captain  of 
a  74  gun  iliip-in  the  rear,  who  having  backed  his  main- 
top-fail, fteadily  received  and  bravely  returned  the  fire 
of  ttiefe  three  great  Ihips  in  fucceflion,  without  in  the 
leaft  changing  his  ftation,  excited  the  applaufe  and  ad- 
miration of  his  enemies.  The  coming  up  of  thefe  fe- 
veral  fliips  of  the  centre  divifion,  induced  the  French 
commander  to  change  the*  nature  of  the  action,  that  fo 
it  might  not  become  decifive.  He  kept  at  fuch  a 
diftance  during  the  remainder  of  the  engagement,  as 
evidenced  an  intention  of  difabling  the  Britilh  fhips 
without  any  confiderable  hazard  on  his  own  fide.  This 
kind  of  firing  produced  as  much  effect  as  the  diftance 
would  admit,  and  was  well  fupported  by  both  parties 

for 
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1782.  for  an  hour  and  three  quarters  longer;  during  all  which 
time,  the  reft  of  the  Britifh  fleet  was  held  back,  by  the 
calms  and  baffling  winds  under  Dominique.  About 
twelve  o'clock,  the  remaining  {hips  of  the  Britifh  centre 
came  up,  and  the  rear  was  clofmg  the  line :  on  which 
de  Graffe  withdrew  his  fleet  from  the  action,  and  evaded 
all  the  efforts  of  the  Britifh  commanders  for  its  renewal. 
The  French  fhips  received  much  more  damage  than  their 
own  fire  produced.  Two  of  them  were  obliged  to  quit 
'the  fleet  and  put  into  Guadaloupe,  which  reduced  the 
count's  line  to  32  fhips.  On  the  Britifh  fide  the  Royal 
Oak  and  the  Montague  differed  extremely ;  but  were 
capable  of  being  repaired  at  fea,  fo  as  not  to  be  under 
the  neceffity  of  quitting  the  fleet. 

The  Britifh  fleet  lay  to  at  night  to  repair  damages; 
and  the  following  day  was  principally  fpent  in  refitting, 
in  keeping  the  wind,  and  in  tranfpofing  the  rear  and  the 
van,  as  the  former  (not  having  been  engaged)  was  ne- 
cefTarily  fitter  for  the  active  fervice  of  that  divifion. 
Both  fleets  kept  turning  up  to  windward,  in  the  channel 
which  feparates  the  iflands  of  Dominique  and  Guada- 
loupe, 

On  the  nth  the  French  had  weathered  Guadaloupe, 
and  gained  fuch  a  diflance,  that  the  body  of  their  fleet 
could  oniy  be  defcried  from  the  mad-heads  of  the  Bri- 
tifh centre ;  and  all  hope  of  Sir  G.  Rodney's  coming 
up  with  them  feemed  to  be  at  an  end.  In  this  critical 
date  of  things,  one  of  the  French  fhips,  which  had 
Fuffered  in  the  a6tion,  was  perceived,  about  noon,  to  fall 
off  confiderably  from  the  red  of  the  fleet  to  leeward. 
This  fight  produced  fignals  from  the  Britifh  admiral  for 
a  general  chafe  5  which  was  fo  vigorous,  that  the  Aga- 
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memnon,  and  fome  others  of  the  headmoft  of  the  Britifh  *782- 
line,  were  coming  up  fo  fail  with  this  fhip,  that  fhe 
would  afluredly  have  been  cut  off  before  evening,  had 
not  her  fignals  and  evident  danger,  induced  de  Graflc 
to  bear  down  with  his  whole  fleet  to  her  affiflance.  This 
movement  made  it  impofilble  for  the  French  to  avoid 
fighting.  Thepurfuing  Britifh  Ihips  fell  back  into  their 
flation  ;  a  clofe  line  was  formed  •,  and  fuch  manoeuvres 
pradlifed  in  the  night,  as  were  necefTary  to  preferve 
things  in  their  prefent  flate,  and  as  might  poffibly  pro- 
duce cafual  advantage.  The  French  alfo  prepared  for 
battle  with  the  greateft  refolution. 

The  fcene  of  action  lay  between  the  iflands  of  Gua- 
daloupe,  Dominique,  the  Saints  and  Marigalante ;  and 
was  bounded  both  to  windward  and  leeward  by  danger- 
ous fhores.     The  hoftile  fleets  met  upon  oppofite  tacks.  - 
The  battle  commenced  about  7  o'clock  in  the  morning,   f** 
and  was  continued  with  unremitting  fury  until  near  the' 
fame  hour  in  the  evening.     Adm.  Drake's  divifion  led, 
and  with  much  gallantry  received  and  returned  the  fire 
of  the  whole  French  line;  whofe  guns  were  pointed  fo 
little  to  the  hulls,  or  fo  illy  ferved,  that  Drake's  leading 
fhip,  the  Marlborough,  had  only  three  men  killed  and 
fixteen  wounded  by  receiving  the  firfl  fire  of  twenty- 
three  of  their  fliips.     The  Britifh   as  they  came  up, 
ranged  flowly  along  the. -French  line,  and  clofe  under 
their  lee.     Being  fo  near  every  fhot  took  effect;  and  the 
French  fhips  being  fo  full  of  men,  the  carnage  in  them 
was  prodigious.     The  Formidable,  adm.  Rodney's  fhipf 
fired  near  eighty  broadfides,  and  it  may  be  thought  Ihe 
was  not  fmgular.     The  French  flood  and  returned  this 
dreadful  fire  with    the  utmoft  firmnels.     Each  fide 
VOL.  IV,  T  fought, 
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1782.  fought,  as  if  the  honor  and  fate  of  their  country  were 
ftaked  on  the  ifTue  of  the  day* 

Between  twelve  and  one  Sir  G.  Rodney  in  the  For- 
midable, with  his  ieconds  the  Namur  and  the  Duke, 
and  immediately  fupported  by  the  Canada,  bore  directly 
and  with  full  fail  athwart  the  French  line,  and  fuccefs- 
fully  broke  through,  about  three  fhips  fhort  of  the 
centre,  where  count  de  GrarTe  commanded  in  the  Villc 
de  Paris.  Being  followed  and  fupported  by  the  remain- 
der of  his  divifion,  and  wearing  round  clofe  upon  the 
enemy,  ht  effectually  feparated  their  line.  This  bold 
pufh  proved  decifive.  The  French  however  continued 
to  fight  with  the  utmoft  bravery,  and  the  battle  lafted 
till  fun-fet. 

The  moment  that  Rodney  wore,  he  threw  out  a  fignal 
for  the  van  to  tack.  Drake  inftantly  complied  -,  and 
thus  the  Britiih  fleet  gained  the  wind  of  the  French, 
and  completed  their  general  confufion.  Their  van  en- 
deavoured to  re-eftablifh  the  line,  but  with  no  fuccefs ; 
and  their  rear  was  ib  entirely  routed,  that  no  hope  re- 
mained of  recovering  its  order.  Hood's  divifion  had 
been  long  becalmed  and  kept  out  of  action ;  but  his 
leading  fhips  and  part  of  his  centre,  as  far  at  lead  as  the 
Barfleur  which  he  commanded  himfelf,  came  up  at  this 
juncture,  and  ferved  to  render  the  victory  more  decifive 
on  the  one  fide,  and  the  ruin  greater  on  the  other,  while 
each  afforded  inftances  of  the  utmoft  courage. 

Captain  Inglefield,  in  the  Centaur  of  74  guns,  came 
up  from  the  rear  to  the  attack  of  the  Casfar  of  74 
alfo.  Both  fhips  were  frefli  and  fought  bravely:  but 
when  the  French  captain  had  evidently  by  far  the  worft 
of  the  combat,  he  difdained  yielding.  Three  other 

fhips 
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Hiips  came  up  fuccefiively ;  and  he  bore  to  be  torn  J782* 
almoft  to  pieces  by  their  fire.  His  fortitude  was  ia- 
flexible.  His  enfign  ftaff  being  ihot  away,  he  ordered 
his  colours  to  be  nailed  to  the  mad  -,  and  his  death  only 
could  end  the  conteft.  When  the  Casfar  {truck,  the 
mail  went  overboard  and  there  was  not  a  foot  of  canvais 
without  a  ihot  hole.  The  captain  of  the  Glorieux  did 
not  yield  till  all  his  mafts  were  Jhot  away,  and  the  fhip 
was  unable  to  make  any  defence.  Captain  Cornwallis 
in  the  Canada  of  74  guns  vanquifhed  the  French  Hector 
of  the  fame  force  j  but  inftead  of  taking  pofTeflion  of 
her,  left  her  to  be  pickt  up  by  a  frigate,  and  pufhed  on 
to  the  Ville  de  Paris. 

Count  de  Graffe  was  nobly  fupported,  even  after  the 
line  was  broken ;  and  until  the  diforder  and  confufion 
became  irreparable  toward  the  evening.  His  two  fe- 
conds,  the  Languedoc  and  Couronne,  were  particularly 
diftinguiftied :  the  former  narrowly  efcaped  being  taken, 
in  her  laft  efforts  to  extricate  him.  The  Diadem,  a 
French  74,  went  down  by  a  fmgle  broadfide,  in  a  ge- 
nerous exertion  to  fave  him.  His  fhip,  the  Ville  de 
Paris,  after  being  already  much  battered,  was  clofely 
laid  athwart  by  the  Canada,  and  in  a  defperate  action 
•  of  near  two  hours  was  reduced  almoft  to  a  wreck.  De 
GrafTe  appeared  to  prefer  finking,  rather  than  ftrike  to 
any  thing  under  a  flag:  .he  might  however  condder  die 
fatal  effects  which  the  ftriking  of  his  flag  would  .pro- 
,duce  in  the  reft  of  the  Beet.  Other  fhips  came  up  in 
the  heel  of  the  action  with  the  Canada  ;  but  he  {till 
.held  our.  At  length  Hood  in  the  Barrkur  approached 
him  juft  at  fun-fet,  and  .poured  in  a  moil  deili  qclive 
fire.  The  count  however  wlfhmg  to  fignaiize  £s  much 
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1782.25  pofiible,  the  lofs  of  fo  fine  and  favorite  a  fhip,  en- 
dured the  repetition  of  it  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
longer,  when  he  ftruck  his  flag  to  the  Barfleur,  and  fur- 
rendered  himfelf  to  Sir  Samuel  Hood.  It  is  faid,  that 
at  the  time  there  were  but  three  men  left  alive  and  un- 
hurt on  the  upper  deck,  and  that  the  count  was  one  of 
the  three. 

The  Csefar  was  unfortunately  fet  on  fire,  and  blew  up 
in  the  night  of  the  action.  A  lieutenant  and  50  Britiih 
feamen  perifhed  with  about  400  prifoners.  The  Ardent 
of  64  guns,  taken  from  the  Britifli  by  D'Orvilliers  in 
the  channel,  was  now  retaken. 

The  advantage  of  clofe  fighting  with  Britifli  fhips  and 
teamen  was  never  more  happily  exemplified.  The  num- 
ber of  the  French  (lain  in  this  engagement,  and  that  of 
the  ninth,  is  computed  at  3000;  of  the  wounded  at 
near  double.  The  computation  is  the  more  probable 
as  upward  of  400  were  killed  on  board  the  Ville  de 
Paris,  and  between  2  and  300  in  feveral  French  Ihips 
fmgly.  The  French  fleet  in  general  was  little  lefs  than 
ruined.  The  fmall  fuperiority  of  Britifli  fhips  in  point 
of  number  contributed  nothing  to  the  fuccefs  of  the 
day,  as  more  of  Hood's  divifion  than  that  difference 
amounted  to,  were  prevented  coming  into  action  through 
the  want  of  wind.  The  whole  lofs  of  the  Britiih,  killed 
and  wounded  in  the  two  actions,  is  ftated  only  at  1050, 
of  which  253  were  killed  on  the  fpot.  Capt.  Blair  of 
the  Anfon,  who  had  the  year  before  diftinguifhed  him- 
felf in  the  action  under  adm.  Hyde  Parker,  was  flaih. 
The  lofs  of  lord  Robert  Manners,  fon  of  the  late  mar- 
quis of  Granby,  and  brother  to  the  duke  of  Rutland, 
•'•was  tmiverfally  lamented/  He  'had  performed  many 

brilliant 
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brilliant  actions  during  the  war,  in  the  Refolution  of  74  T782* 
guns.     He  was  grievoufly  wounded ;  and  was  carried  off 
by  a  locked  jaw  a  few  days  after  the  action,  on  his 
pafTage  to  Great  Britain. 

Thirty-fix  chefts  of  money,  deftined.to  the  pay  and 
£ubfiftence"of  the  troops  in  the  defigned  attack  on  Jamai- 
ca, were  found  in  the  Ville  de  Paris.  This  fhip  had 
been  a  prefent  from  the  city  of  Paris  to  Lewis  XV. '  in 
that  fallen  Hate  of  the  French  marine,  which  prevailed 
toward  the  clofe  of  the  former  war.  No  pains  or  ex- 
pence  were  fpared,  to  render  the  gift  worthy  of  that  city 
and  of  the  monarch  to  whom  it  was  prefented.  -Her 
building  and  fitting  for  fea  is  faid  to  have  coft  176,000!. 
fterling.  It  was  fingularly  providential,  that  the  whole 
train  of  artillery,  with  the  battering  cannon,  and  tra- 
velling carriages,  meant  for  the  expedition  againft  Ja- 
maica, were  on  board  the  fhips  now  taken. 
•  Sir  George  Rodney  brought  to  for  the  night :  while 
the  French  fhips  which  efcaped,  made  off  to  leeward 
with  the  utmoft  difpatch,  and  were  out  of  fight  in  the 
morning.  Some  ran  down  to  the  Dutch  ifland  of  Cu- 
rac,oa.  But  the  greater  part  under  Meflrs.  de  Bougain- 
ville and  de  Vaudreuil,  kept  together  and  made  the  beft 
of  their  way  to  Cape  Francois.  Sir  George  attempted 
to  purfue  them  the  next  morning;  but  the  fleet  was 
becalmed  under  Guadaloupe  for  three  days  fucceffively 
after  the  battle,  which  gave  the  French  the  moft  favor- 
able opportunity  of  efcaping.  After  Sir  George  was 
fatisfied,  that  they  were  gone  to  leeward,  he  difpatched 
Sir  Samuel  Hood,  wh'ofe  divifion  had  fuffered  little," to 
the  weft  end  of  Hifpaniola,  in  hope  that  he  might  pick 
tap  fome  of  their  difabled  fhips.  He  himfeif  followed 
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*78?«with  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  to  rejoin  Sir  Samuel  off  Cape 
Tiberoon. 

Sir  Samuel  proceeded  with  fuch  difpatch,  that  on  the, 
A   ji^ay  a^ter  his  departure,  he  defcried  five  fail  of  French 
19.    velTek  between  Porto  Rico  and  Hifpaniola.     A  general 
chafe  immediately  enfued,   and  continued  feveral  hours, 
•when  the  Valiant  and  the  Magnificent  of  74  guns  each, 
came  up  with,  and  after  a  fhort  engagement  took  the 
Jafon  and  Caton  of  64  guns  each,  with  two  frigates :  a 
third  efcaped  by  a  fudden  Ihift  of  wind. 

Thus  the  French  loft  eight  fhips  of  the  line :  fix  were 
in  the  pofleffion  of  the  Britifh*  one  had  been  funk,  and 
the  Casfar  blown  up  after  her  capture.  Four  others  got 
into  Cura^oa,  and  the  French  commanders  were  for 
weeks  totally  ignorant  of  their  fate :  ib  that  no  lefs  than 
twelve  fail  of  the  line  were  miffing.  Count  de  Grafie  con- 
fidering  the  extreme  importance  of  the  fervice  in  which 
he  was  employed,  ihould  have  hazarded  a  temporary 
cenfure  rather  than  have  ventured  the  moft  aidant  ri(k 
of  the  whole  expedition.  Had  he  fubmitted  to  the  lois 
of  the  fhip  which  fell  to  leeward,  inftead  of  bearing 
down  to  her  affiftance,  the  Britifh  could  not  have  pre- 
vented his  joining  Don  Solano ;  and  the  reduction  of 
Jamaica  would  have  been  next  to  inevitable.  That 
event  mnft  have  exalted  his  prudence,  and  have  ftirled 
every  reflection  that  had  been  pointed  againii  his  cha- 
racter. 

The  Britifh  having  joined  oiT  Cape  Tiberoon,  and 
the  French  having  no  force  to  the  windward,  Sir  George 
Rodney  proceeded  with  the  difabkd  fhips  and  the  prizes 
to  Jamaica,  as  well  for  their  repair,  as  the  greater  fecu- 
rity  of  the  iflaad,  ihould  the  cpmbined  Eeet  ftill  venture 
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upon  the  profecution  of  their  former  defign.     Sir  S.'782» 
Hood  was  left  with  about  25  fhips  of  the  line,  to  keep 
the  fea  and  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy. 

When  the  news  of  adm,  Rodney's  victory  reached 
Great  Britain,  the  joy  it  occafioned  was  exceffive,  and 
not  without  reafon.  Before  there  was  much  defpon- 
dency.  It  produced  a  fudden  and  unexpected  change 
in  the  fituation  of  the  Britifh  -,  and,  at  an  inftant  when 
they  feemed  to  be  nearly  overwhelmed  as  well  as  fur- 
rounded  by  numerous  and  powerful  enemies,  gave  them 
an  additional  weight  as  a  nation,  either  for  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  peace,  or  the  further  prcfecution  of  die 
war.  The  admiral  was  created  an  Englifh  peer  on  the 
i  ^th  of  June,  by  the  title  of  lord  Rodney, 

Upon  the  return  of  adm.  Barrington's  iquadron,  adm.  May 
Kempenfelt  failed  with  8  or  9  fhips  of  the  line  to  fup-     6» 
ply  their  place  in  the  Bay;  and  upon  intelligence  being 
rjeceived,  that  the  Dutch  were  preparing  to  come  out 
of  the  Texel,  lord  Howe  proceeded  with  a  fquadrqji  of 
about  a  dozen  (hips  of  the  line  to  the  coafts  of  Holland.     . 
The  Dutch  fleet  had  failed,  but  information  of  Howe's 
movement  induced  them  to  return  to  the  Texel.    After 
cruifing  near  a  month  on  the  Dutch  coail,  Howe's  fqua- 
dron  growing  very  fickly,  and  the  Dutch  fhowing  no 
difpofirion  to  venture  out,  his  lordfliip  returned  to  Portf- 
mouth,  where  being  pined   by  the  fhips  from  the  Bay, 
every  difpatch  was  ufed  in  preparing  the  fleet  to  oppofc 
the  defigns  of  the  combined  enemy,  who  were  foon  ex- 
peeled  at  die  mouth  of  the  channel. 

Count  de  Guichen  had  been  for  forne  time  at  Cadiz, 
from  whence  he  and  Don  Cordova,  with  about  25 
French  and  Spanifh  (hips  of  the  line,  failed  in  the  be- 
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1782.  ginning  of  June.     In  their  progrefs  to  the  northward, 
and  while  expe£ting  to  be  joined  by  the  fquadrons  from 
Breft  and  other  ports,  they  fell  in  with  the  Britifh  out- 
June  ward  bound  Newfoundland  and  Quebec  fleets,  under 
***    convoy  of  a  50  gun  fhip  and  fome  frigates.     Eighteen 
of  the  convoy,  laden  chiefly  with  provifions,  were  taken; 
the  fhips  of  war  with  the  remainder  efcaped. 

The  combined  fleets  being  entire  matters  of  the  fea, 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Straits  to  Ufhant,  were  able  to 
difpatch  their  outward  bound  convoys,  and  to  receive 
their  homeward  with  the  utmoft  fafetyj  while  the  Britifh 
were  under  no  fmall  apprehenfion  for  a  rich  and  great 
convoy  from  Jamaica  under  Sir  Peter  Parker,  with  only 
three  fhips  of  the  line  for  its  protection.  Lord  Howe 
July  failed  from  Portfmouth  early  in  July,  accompanied  with 
adms.  Barrington,  Sir  J.  L.  Rofs,  and  Kempenfelt. 
Thefe  diftinguifhed  commanders  had  however  only  22 
fhips  of  the  line  to  fupport  their  defigns,  while  the  com- 
bined fleets  were  cruifing  about  the  chops  of  the  chan- 
nel, with  more  than  double  their  force.  Lord  Howe 
kept  to  die  weftward  of  the  enemy,  in  order  to  protect 
and  receive  the  Jamaica  fleet,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
avoid  being  forced  into  an  engagement.  By  the  end 
of  July,  Sir  Peter  Parker  arrived  fafe  with  his  convoy, 
Bringing  count  de  GrafTe  with  him  in  the  Sandwich  of 
51.  9°  g^ns.  The  count  landed  at  Portfmouth  on  the  jift, 
amid  the  acclamations  of  a  great  concourfe  of  people, 
who  in  that  way  expreflfed  their  approbation  of  his 
bravery.  On  the  i4th  of  Auguft,  lord  Howe  with  part 
of  the  fleet  arrived  at  the  fame  port. 

The  protection  of  the  homeward  bound  Baltic  fieet^ 
the  preventing  of  the  Dutch  from  failing  to  the  fouth- 
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ward,  and  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  were  the  grand  naval 
objects  that  the  Britilh  adminiflration  had  ftill  in  view: 
each  was  of  high  importance.  Several  of  thofe  fhips, 
that  were  in  the  beft  condition  for  fea,  proceeded  to  the 
Downs  to  attend  the  motions  of 'the  Dutch;  while  the 
reft  of  the  fleet  were  in  a  hafty  Hate  of  equipment  at 
Portfmouth,  and  were  repleniiliing  their  (lores  for  the 
defigned  expedition  to  Gibraltar.  It  was  found  necef- 
fary  that  the  Royal  George  of  108  guns,  commanded 
by  aclm.  Kempenfelt,  Ihould  receive  a  kind  of  flight 
careen,  and  be  laid  in  a  certain  degree  upon  her  fide, 
while  the  defects  under  water  occafioning  the  examina- 
tion were  rectified.  This  operation  in  ftill  weather  and 
fmooth  water  is  attended  with  fo  little  difficulty  or  dan- 
ger, that  the  admiral,  captains,  officers  and  crew^,  con- 
tinued on  board ;  and  neither  guns,  ftores,  water  or  pro- 
vifions,  were  removed. 

The  bufmefs  was  undertaken  early  in  the  morning,  a 
gang  of  carpenters  from  the  dock  attending  for  the  pur- 
pofe.  The  fhip  while  on  her  fide  was  crowded  with 
people  from  the  fhore,  particularly  women,  thought  to 
be  not  fewer  than  300,  among  whom  were  many  of  the 
wives  and  children  of  the  feamen  and  petty  officers, 
who  were  come  to  fee  their  hufbands  and  fathers.  The 
greateft  part  of  the  crew  was  alfo  on  board.  In  this 
fituation,  about  ten  in  .die  morning,  the  admiral  being 
writing  in  his  cabin,  and  moft  of  the  people  happening 
then  to  be  between  decks,  a  fudden  and  unexpeded 
fquall  of  wind  threw  the  fhip  on  her  fide,  and  the  gun- 
ports  being  open,  fhe  filled  with  water  aim  oft  inftantly, 
and  went  to  the  bottom,  A  victualler  along  fide  of  her 

was 
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*782'was  fwallowed  up  in  the  whirlpool,  occafioned  by  the 
plunge  of  fo  vaft  a  body  in  the  \vater. 

The  admiral,  with  a  number  of  officers,  and  moft 
of  thofe  between  decks  perifhed.  The  guard,  and  thole 
who  happened  to  be  along  with  them  on  the  upper 
deck,  were  in  general  faved  by  the  boats  of  the  fleet. 
About  70  more  were  likewife  faved.  It  is  thought  that 
from  900  to  TOO.O  perfons  were  loft.  About  300, 
Hioftly  of  the  Ihips  company,  were  faved.  Capt.  Wag- 
home,  whofe  bravery  in  the  North  Sea  under  admiral 
Parker  procured  him  the  command  of  the  fhip,  was 
faved,  though  feverely  bruifed. 

The  lofs  of  the  fhip,  though  the  period  is  critical, 
is  not  to  compare  with  the  lofs  of  the  brave  men  who 
perifhed  in  her.  Adm.  Kempenfelt,  though  near  70 
years  of  age,  is  peculiarly  and  univerfally  lamented 
by  the  Britifli.  In  point  of  profefiional  knowledge 
and  judgment,  lie  was  deemed  one  of  the  firft  naval 
officers  in  the  world ;  and  in  the  art  of  manoeuvring 
a  fleet,  he  was  coniidered  by  their  greateft  commanders  as 
unrivalled. 

jA  letier  from  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  dated  Fort  George, 
Jan.  2,3,  I7B2,  was  received  at  lord  Shelburne's  office, 
June  the  4th.  It  relates,  that  after  the  adion  on  the 
i ft  of  July,  1781,  Sir  Eyre  marched  to  the  northward 
to  form  a  junction  with  the  Bengal  detachment.  It  was 
djected  on  the  jd  .of  Auguft.  On  the  517 th,  Sir  Eyre 
Attacked  IJyder  Ally  pofted  with  his  army  in  a  formi- 
dable fltuation.  The  conflict  lafted  from  nine  in  the 
morning  till  near  fun-fet,  when  Sir  Eyre  was  left  in  full 
poffefiion  of  the  field  of  -battle.  His  lofs  on  this  occa- 
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lion  was  heavier  than  on  the  ift  of  July,  and  that  of  the 
enemy  lefs.  On  the  2yth  of  September,  the  two  armies 
engaged  again  before  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
by  the  evening  Hyder  was  completely  routed.  When 
Sir  Eyre  was  upon  his  return  from  relieving  the  garrifon 
at  Vellore,  Hyder  appeared  in  full  force  on  the  ijth  of 
January,  and  by  a  diftant  cannonade  attacked  his  army 
while  eroding  a  marfhy  ground.  The  whole  having 
pafifed  the  fv/amp,  the  line  was  formed  and  advanced 
upon  the  eoemy,  on  which  Hyder  gave  way,  and  re- 
treated with  precipitation.  The  London  gazette  of  July 
1 3th,  confirmed  the  account  before  received  of  the  fur- 
render  of  the  Bahama  iflands  to  the  arms  of  Spain,  oix 
the  8th  of  May,  by  capitulation.  The  fame  day  ad- 
vices were  received  from  cape  Shirley  of  the  Leander, 
of  his  having  deftroyed  a  French  ftore  (hip  ofF  Senegal, 
valued  at  30,000!.  and  of  his  taking  five  Dutch  forts, 
mounting  together  1 24  guns,  on  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
without  any  other  afliftance  than  the  men  belonging  to 
his  own  Ihip.  Toward  the  clofe  of  July,  the  Englifli 
Eaft  India  Company  received  from  Bombay,  advice  of 
Tippoo  Saib's  having  attacked  col.  Braithwaite  on  the 
1 6th  of  February,  and  obliged  him  to  furrender  with 
all  his  force  two  days  after ;  and  of  the  French  fleet's 
confifting  of  22  fail,  large  and  final],  on  the  I9th  of 
February,  in  Pondicherry  road.  Tippoo  Saib's  fuccefs 
has  occaGoned  to  the  Englifh  in  that  quarter,  the  lofs  of 
2000  infantry  and  300  cavalry. 

The  precarious  fete  of  affairs  in  the  Eafl  Indies  muft 
be  a  motive  with  the  Britifh  miniftry  to  aim  at  a  fpeedy 
cftablifhment  of  peace.  As  the  negotiations  for -it  are 

carrying 
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*782»  carrying  on  and  likely  to  be  continued,  my  next  letter 
will  be  from  Paris. 


LETTER      X. 


Roxhtry,  Jan.  30,  1785. 

HE  bufmefs  of  retaliating  the  execution  of  captain 
Huddy  fliall  begin  the  prefent  letter.  General 
Walhington  having  made  up  his  mind  on  the  {abject, 
*.  wrote  to  brigadier  Hazen  at  Lancailer  in  Pennfylvania, 
3,  on  the  jd  of  May — "  You  will  immediately,  on  the 
receipt  of  this,  defignate  by  lot  for  the  above  purpofe 
[of  retaliation]  a  Britifh  captain  who  is  an  unconditional 
prifoner,  if  fuch  an  one  is  in  your  pofleffion  5  if  not,  a 
lieutenant  under  the  fame  circumftances,  from  among 
the  priibners  at  any  of  the  pofts  either  in  Pennfylvania 
or  Maryland.  So  foon  as  you  have  fixed  on  the  perfon, 
you  will  fend  him  under  a  fafe  guard  to  Philadelphia. 
I  need  not  mention  to  you  that  every  poflible  tendernefs, 
that  is  confident  with  the  fecurity  of  him,  ihould  be 
fhown  to  the  perfon  whofe  unfortunate  lot  it  may  be  to 
fuffer."  He  received  about  the  fame  time  from  gen. 
Robertfon  a  letter  of  May  i,  acquainting  him,  that  a 
court-martial  was  appointed  by  Sir  H.  Clinton  for  trying 
the  perfon  complained  of  and  all  his  abettors  in  the 
death  of  Huddy,  and  that  Sir  Henry  had  taken  mea- 
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fures  for  it  before  he  received  any  letter  from  gen.  Wafh-  *782* 
ington  on  the  fubjecl:.  Robertfon  exprefied  his  wilh, 
that  the  war  might  be  carried  on  agreeable  to  the  rules 
which  humanity  has  formed,  and  the  examples  of  the 
politeft  nations  recommended ;  and  propofed  that  they 
fliould  agree  to  prevent  or  punifh  every  breach  of  the 
rules  of  war  within  the  fpheres  of  their  refpeftive  com- 
mands. The  letter  was  accompanied  with  a  number  of 
papers,  dating  many  acts  of  barbarity  committed  by  the 
Americans ;  and  which  had  been  put  into  his  hands  as 
vindications  of  the  enormity  complained  of  by  Wafh- 
ington.  Robertfon  meant  to  prevail  upon  the  latter  to 
defifl  from  his  purpofe.  Walhington  however,  in  his 
anfwer  of  May  5,  faid — cc  So  far  from  receding  from 
that  refblution,  orders  are  given  to  defignate  a  Britifh 
officer  for  retaliation.  But  I  ftill  hope  the  refult  of  your 
court-martial  will  prevent  this  dreadful  alternative." 
After  fmcerely  lamenting  the  cruel  necefiity,  which 
alone  could  induce  fo  diftrefling  a  meafure  in  the  prefent 
inftance,  he  allured  the  other  that  he  entertained  his 
wi(h  and  acceded  to  his  propofal.  But  to  fome  parts 
of  Robertfon's  letter  he  could  not  refrain  from  anfwer- 
ing — cc  Recrimination  would  beufeleis;  I  forbear  there- 
fore to  mention  numerous  inftances  which  haveftained  the 
reputation  of  your  arms,  marked  the  progrefs  of  this  war 
with  unufual  feverity,  and  difgraced  the  honor  of  human 
nature  itfelf."  When  Wafhington  was  informed  that  capt« 
Afgill  [a  youth  of  nineteen]  had  been  defignatedand  fent  T 
forward,  he  wrote  to  Hazen  on  the  4th  of  June — cf  I  4, 
am  much  concerned  to  find  that  capt.  Afgill  has  been 
fent  on,  .notwith (land ing  the  information  you  had  re- 
ceived of  there  being. two  unconditional  ^nfywzrs  of  war 

in 
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j/Sz.in  our  poITeffion.,  To  remedy  therefore  as  loon  as  pof- 
fible  this  miftake,  you  will  be  pleafed  immediately  to 
order,  that  lieut.  Turner,  the  officer  you  mention  to  be 
confined  in  York  jail,  or  any  other  prifoner  who  falls 
within  my  defer iption,  may  be  conveyed  to  Philadel- 
phia, under  the  fame  regulations  and  directions  as  were 
heretofore  given,  that  he  may  take  the  place  of  capt, 
Afgill."  The  fame  day  he  ordered  col.  Dayton  of  the 
Jerfey  line  to  permit  capt.  Ludlow,  Afgill's  friend,  to 
go  into  New  York  with  fuch  reprefentation  as  Afgill 
would  pleafe  to  make  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton ;  and  begged 
of  him  in  the  mean  time  to  treat  Afgill  with  every  tender 
attention  and  politenefs  (confident  with  his  prefent  fitu- 
ation)  which  his  rank,  fortune  and  connections,  toge- 
ther with  his  unfortunate  ftate  demanded.  In  a  fubfe- 
quent  letter  to  the  colonel  he  faid — "  I  wilh  to  have  the 
young  gentleman  treated  with  all  the  tendernefs  poffiblc, 
confident  with  his  prefent  fituation ;"  and  after  that — 
"  I  am  very  willing,  and  indeed  wifh  every  indulgence 
to  be  granted  him  that  is  not  inconfiftent  with  his  per- 
fect fecurity."  Capt.  Afgill  writing  to  gen.  Wafhington, 
thus  expreffed  himfelf — c<  In  confequence  of  your  orders, 
col.  Dayton  was  defirons  of  removing  me  to  camp,  but. 
foeirjg  ill  of  a  fever,  I  prevailed  on  him  to  let  me  re- 
frnain  at  his  quarters  [Chatham]  clofe  confined,  which 
indulgence  I  hope  will  net  be  diiupproved  of.  I  cannot 
conclude  this  letter  without  exprefling  my  gratitude  to 
your  -excellency  for  ordering  col.  Dayton  to  favor  me  as 
much  as  my  fituation  would  admit  of,  and  in  judice  to 
him- 1  muft  acknowledge  the  feeling  and  attentive  man- 
ner in  which  thofe  commands  were  executed."  You 
may  inquire,  why  was  not  Turner,  or  ibme. other  officer^ 

fenr 
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Tent  on  to  take  the  pkce  of  Afgill?  It  is  not  in  my  1782, 
power  to  anfwer. 

Mean  while  the  Britifh  court-martial  proceeded  on  the 
trial  of  capt.  Richard  Lippincot,  thought  to  be  the  prin- 
'cipal  in  executing  capt.  Huddy.     When  it  was  finifried, 
'the  proceedings  of  the  court  were  fent  to  geh.  Wafhing- 
ton  by  Sir  Guy  Carleton.     It  appeared  in  the  courfe  of 
the  trial,  that  gov.  Franklin,  the  prefident  of  the  board 
of  aflbciated  loyalifts,  gave  Lippincot  verbal  orders  for 
what  he  did,  and  that  the  fame  were  known  and  agreed 
to  by  feveral  of  the  board,  without  being  exprefsly  op- 
pofed  by  any.     The  board  feefned  defirous  of  excul- 
pating themfelves  wholly,  and  of  leaving  Lippincot  to 
his  fate.     A  paper  was  produced  in  court  as  being  in 
the  hand  writing  of  Mr.  Alexander,  a  member  of  the 
board.     It  mentioned  that  one  of  their  affociates,  Philip 
White,  was  inhumanly  and  wantonly  murdered  by  the 
guard  who  were  carrying  him  to  Monmouth  jail.     It 
complained  of  many  daring  acts  of  cruelty,  perpetrated 
with  impunity  by  a  fet  of  vindictive  rebels,  known  by 
the  defignation  of  Mfmmouth  retaliators,  aflbciated  and 
headed  by  one  general  Forman,  whofe  horrid  acts  of 
cruelty  gained  him  univerfally  the  name  of  Elack  David. 
It  fet  forth,  that  many  of  their  friends  and  neighbours 
were  butchered  in  cold  blood  under  the  ufurped  form 
of  law,  and  often  without  that  ceremony,  for  no  other 
crime  than  that  of  maintaining  'their  allegiance  to  the 
government  under  which  they  were  born,  audacioufly 
called  by  the  rebels  treafon  againft  'their  dates  \  and  that 
their  aflbciators  thought  it  high  time  to  begin  a  retalia- 
tion :  that  they  therefore  pitched  upon  Jofhua  Huddy 
*as  a  proper  fubjeft,  he  having  been  a  very  a&ive  and 

cruel 
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1782.  cruel  perfecutor  of  their  friends,  and  having  boailed  of 
being  inftrumental  in  hanging  Stephen  Edwards,  the 
firil  of  their  brethren  who  fell  a  martyr  to  republican 
fury  in  Monmouth  county.  Huddy,  it  afferted,  tied  the 
knot  and  put  the  rope  about  the  neck  of  that  inoffen- 
five  Cofferer.  The  plea  urged  by  the  parties,  who  de- 
fended the  execution  of  Huddy,  was — a  By  a  ilrange 
fatality  the  loyalifls  are  the  only  people  that  have  been 
treated  as  rebels  during  the  unhappy  war,  and  we  arc 
conftrained  by  our  fufferings  to  declare,  that  no  efforts 
have  been  made  by  the  government,  under  whofe  pro- 
tection we  wifh  to  live,  to  fave  our  brethren  from  igno- 
minious deaths.  The  rebels  punifh  the  loyalifls,  under 
their  ufual  diflinction  of  prifoners  of  flate  from  prifoners 
of  war." 

When  the  bufmefs  had  been  fully  and  impartially 
heard  and  difcuffed,  it  was' fmifhed  by  the  following  de- 
claration— cc  The  court  having  confidered  the  evidence 
for  and  againfl  the  captain,  and  it  appearing  that  (al- 
though Jofhua  Huddy  was  executed  without  proper 
authority)  what  the  prifoner  did,  was  not  the  effect  of 
malice  or  ill  will,  but  proceeded  from  a  conviction,  that 
it  was  his  duty  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors of  affociated  loyalifts,  and  his  not  doubting  their 
having  full  authority  to  give  fuch  orders,  the  court  is 
of  opinion  that  he  is  not  guilty  of  the  -murder  laid  to  his 
charge,  and  therefore  acquit  him." 

Sir  Guy  Carleton,  in  a  letter  which  accompanied  the 
trial  of  capt.  Lippincot,  declared  in  unequivocal  terms 
to  gen.  Waihington,  that  notwithftanding  the  acquittal- 
of  the  captain,  he  reprobated  the  meafure,  and  gave 
affurances  of  profecuting  a  further  inquiry.  This  changed 
'5  the 
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the  ground  the  general  was  proceeding  upon,  and  placed  1782. 
the  matter  upon  an  extremely  delicate  fco:ing.  Sir  Guy 
charged  him  with  want  of  humanity  in  felecting  a  victim 
from  among  the  Britifh  officers,  Jo  early  as  he  did.  But 
Sir  Guy  fhould  have  considered,  that  by  the  ufages  of 
war,  and  upon  the  principles  of  retaliation,  the  general 
would  have  been  ju (lifted  in  executing  an  officer  of  equal 
rank  with  capt.  Huddy  immediately  upon  receiving 
proofs  of  his  murder,  and  then  informing  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  he  had  done  fo.  The  ground  which  the  gene- 
ral was  proceeding  upon  being  changed,  he  by  a  letter  A 
of  the  1 9th  of  Auguft  laid  the  whole  matter  before  19- 
congrefs  for  their  direction.  The  affair  being  put  into 
this  train,  the  general  fent  word  to  col.  Daytpn  on  the 
25th,  "  You  will  leave' capt.  Afgill  on  parole  at  Morrif- 
town,  until  further  orders."  The  captain  was  admitted 
to  his  parole  even  within  ten  or  twelve  miles  of  the  Britifh 
lines.  He  was  indulged  with  a  confidence  yet  more  un- 
limited, by  being  permitted,  for  the  benefit  of  his  health, 
and  the  recreation  of  his  mind,  to  ride  not  only  about 
the  American  cantonment,  but  into  the  furrounding 
country,  for  feveral  miles,  with  his  friend  and  compa- 
nion, major  Gordon,  conftantly  attending  him.  Every 
military  character  muft  fuppofe  that  thefe  indulgences 
flowed  from  the  American  commander  in  chief:  which 
was  the  real  cafe,  and  LS  not  to  be  afcribed  to  the  inter- 
ference of  count  Rochambeau.  Congrefs  referred  gen. 
Wafnington's  letter  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Britiih 
court  martial  upon  Lippincot  to  a  committee,  who  deli- 
vered in  their  report  on  the  iyth  of  October.  Ten 
days  before,  Wafhington  wrote  in  a  private  letter  to  theQft/ 
fecretary  at  war — "  The  cafe  of  capt.  Afgill  is  now  7« 
before  congrefs.  V£as  I  to  give  my  private  opinion  re- 
VOL.  IV.  U 
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J78-»  fpe&ing  Afgiil,  I  ftiould  pronounce  in  favor  of  his  being 
releafed  from  his  durefiej  and  that  he  fhould  be  per- 
mitted to  go  to  his  friends  in  Europe.''  Congrefs  de- 
layed bringing  the  matter  to  an  iffue.  At  length  the 
general  received  a  letter  from  the  count  de  Vergennes, 
dated  the  29th  of  July,  interceding  for  capt.  Afgiil. 
It  was  accompanied  with  an  uncommonly  pathetic  one 
from  Mrs.  Afgiil,  the  mother,  to  the  count.  Vergennes 
in  the  moll  polite,  humane  and  powerful  manner,  plead- 
ed her  caufe.  "  Your  excellency  (he  faid)  will  not  read 
this  letter  without  being  extremely  affeded  :  it  had  that 
effect  upon  the  king  and  upon  the  queen,  to  whom  I 
communicated  it.  The  goodnefs  of  their  majeflies  hearts 
induces  them  to  defire,  that  the  inquietudes  of  an  unfor- 
tunate mother  may  be  calmed,  and  her  tendernefs  re- 
affured. — There  is  one  confideration,  Sir,  which  though 
not  decifive,  may  have  an  influence  upon  your  refolu- 
tion.  Capt.  Afgiil  is  doubtlefs  your  prifoner,  but  he  is 
among  thole  whom  the  arms  of  the  king  contributed  to 
put  into  your  hands  at  York  Town.  Although  this  cir- 
cumftance  does  not  operate  as  a  fafeguard,  it  however 
juftifies  the  intereft  I  permit  myfelf  to  take  in  this  affair. 
—In  feeking  to  deliver  Mr.  Afgiil  from  the  fate  which 
threatens  him,  I  am  far  from  engaging  you  to  feek 
another  vi&im ;  the  pardon,  to  be  perfectly  fatisfactory, 
muft  be  entire/*  Wafhington  fent  copies  of  the  letters, 
with  one  of  his  own  of  the  2fth  of  Oftober,  to  congrefs. 
On  the  yth  of  November,  they  "  refolved,  That  the 
commander  in  chief  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  fet 
capt.  Afgiil  at  liberty."  It  afforded  gen.  Wafhington 

Nov.  fmgular  pleafure  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  tranfmit  a 

5'     copy  of  this  refolve  to  the  captain  on  the  I3th  ;*and  as 

he  fuppcfed  the  latter  would  wifh  to  go  into  New  York 

as 
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as  foon  as  poffible,  he  fent  with  it  a  pafTport  for  that 
purpofe.     They  were  accompanied  with  a  letter,  which 
clofed  with — cc  I  cannot  take  leave  of  you,  Sir,  without 
alluring  you,  that  in  whatever  light  my  agency  in  this 
unpleafing  affair  may  be  viewed,  I  was  never  influenced, 
through  the  whole  of  it,  by  fanguinary  motives;  but 
by  what  I  conceived  to  be  a  fenfe  of  my  duty,  which 
loudly  called  upon  me  to  take  meafures,  however  dif- 
agreeable,  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  thofe  enormities 
which  have  been  the  fubjecl:  of  difcuflion.     And  that 
this  important  end  is  likely  to  be  anfwered  without  the 
effufion  of  the  blood  of  an  innocent  perfon,  is  not  a 
greater  relief  to  you  than  it  is  to,  Sir,  your  mod  obedi- 
ent, humble  fervant,  George  Wafiiington."  Though  the 
treatment  capt.  Afgill  met  with  from  the  general,  in  the 
various  indulgences  that  were  granted  him,  merited  an  ac- 
knowledgment after  his  liberation,  none  was  offered,   and 
the  captain  is  thought  to  have  been  deficient  in  politenefs. 
It  was  not  long  after  Sir  Guy  Carleton's  arrival,  ere 
he  broke  up  the  board  of  afibciated  loyalifts,  and  there- 
by precluded  a  repetition  of  the  like  enormity  that  had 
been  pradlifed  on  Huddy.     He  arrived  on  the  5th  of 
May,  on  the  7th  he  wrote  to  gen.  Waftiington,  and  fent  May 
him  fome  public  papers,  that  his  excellency  might  learn     7* 
from  them,  the  difpofitions  that  prevailed  in  the  go- 
vernment and  people  of  Great  Britain  relative  to  the 
making  of  a  peace  with  the  Americans.     How  necef- 
fary  this  is  for  the  United  States,  the  following  extracts, 
from  the  public  and  private  letters  of  gentlemen  of  the 
firft  eminence,  will  convince  you. — cc  May  19.  Our  ar-   19* 
my  is  perfectly  naked,  wfthoiit  pay  or  rum.  The  greateft 
decifion  and  feverity,  has  been  ufed  to  prevent  the  can- 
fequences  of  a  mutinous  difpofition  which  generally  per- 
il 2  vaded 
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1782-vaded  the  troops.     Its  appearances  are  removed,  but  I 
know  of  no  expedient  that  will  fecure  the  exiftence  of 
this  [the  fouthern]   army,   unlefs  fupplies  arrive    foon 

May  from  Philadelphia.  N.  Greene" — <c  Fifh-kill,  May  25. 
Yefterday  was  the  third  day  our  army  [under  Wafhing- 
ton]  has  been  without  provifion.  Every  department  is 
without  money  and  without  credit.  The  army  could 
not  make  a  march,  of  one  day,  as  they  are  without  every 
neceffary  as  well  as  provifions.  Officers  and  foldiers  are 
exceedingly  difcontented.  Ycu  have  doubtlefs  heard 
of  the  premeditated  revolt  of  the  Connecticut  line,  hap- 
pily difcovered  the  day  previous  to  that  in  which  it  was 
to  have  been  put  in  execution.  The  ringleader  was  pu- 
nifhed  with  death.  Wherever  I  go  I  hear  complaints 
which  make  me  dread  the  moil  fatal  confequences.  The 
diftrefTes  of  our  army  have  arrived  to  the  greater!  pof- 

28.  fible  degree.  Steiiben" — <c  May  28.  I  am  under  anxiety 
from  the  want  of  the  neceffary  depofits  of  provifions  in 
the  garrifon  of  Weft  Point.  This  is  an  alarming  cir- 
cumftance.  Were  the  enemy  to  know  our  fituation, 
and  make  a  fudden  attempt,  what  is  there  to  fave  thefe 

Aug.  important  pofts?  G.  Wajhington" — "  Aug.  13.  For  up- 

•*•*•  ward  of  two  months,  more  than  one  third  of  our  men 
[of  the  fouthern  army]  were  entirely  naked,  with  no- 
thing but  a  'breech-cloth  about  them,  and  never  came 
out  of  their  tents ;  and  the  reft  were  as  ragged  as  wolves. 
Our  condition  was  little  better  in  the  article  of  pro- 
vifion. Our  beef  was  perfect  carrion ;  and  even  bad  as 
it  was,  we  were  frequently  without  any.  An  army  thus 
clothed  and  thus  fed,  may  be  coniidered  in  a  defperate 
fituation.  However,  we  have  ftruggled  through  it.  Our 
fupplies  of  provifion  are  better,  but  fcanty  and  uncer- 
tain. Some  clothing  is  arrived,  and  added  to  what  the 

gover- 
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governor  procured,  renders  the  troops  pretty  comfort-1?82- 
able ;  and  the  army  very  contented  and  eafy,  efpecially 
as  we  have  it  now  in  our  power  to  iffue  rum  eight  times 
a  month.     North  Carolina  hath  had  few  other  foldiers, 
than  non-jurors  and  difaffefted,  and   thofe  for  different 
terms  of  fervice.  N.  Greene." — [Mr.  Jolhua  Lockwood, 
under  the  direction  of  gov.  Mathews,  brought  out  of 
Charleflown  a  large  quantity  of  the  articles  which  were 
mod  needed  in  the  camp.      They  were  furnifhed  by 
fome  of  the  inhabitants,  who  wifhed  to  make  their  peace 
with  their  countrymen.] — "  Sept.  22.  When  I  found  Sept. 
the  fupplies  of  money  from  the  ftates  would  prove  fo  22' 
inadequate,  I  determined  to  check  all  other  expences, 
and  to  think  only  of  feeding  the  army.     We  have  lately 
had  an  arrival  of  linens  which  the  clothier  fays  are  fuf- 
ficient  to  make  thirty  thoufand  fhirts ;  but  he  is  fo  in- 
debted to  the  poor  people  who  have  worked  for  him, 
and  who  are  ftarving  for  want  of  their  wages,  that  he 
cannot  procure  credit  to  get  them  made.     Money  I 
have  none.     And  could  he  run  in  debt  ftill  further,  it 
would  only  increafe  the  mifchief,  for  I  fee  no  profpecl      • 
of  payment.  R.  Morris." — "  Oft.  2.  Only  conceive 
mortification,  that  even  the  general  officers  are  under, 
when  they    cannot  invite  a  French  officer,    a  vifiting 
friend,  a  travelling  acquaintance,  to  a  better  repaft,  than 
ftinking  whifky,  (hot  from  the  ftill)  and  not  always  that, 
and  a  bit  of  beef  without  vegetables,  will  afford  them. 
I  could  give  anecdotes  of  patriotifm  and  diftrefs  which 
have  fcarcely  ever  been  paralleled,  never  furpaffed  in  the 
hitlory  of  mankind  :  but  you  may  rely  upon  it;  the  pa- 
tience and  long  fufferance  of  this  [the  northern]  army 
are  almoft  exhaufted,  and  that  there  never  was  fb  great  a 
fpirit  of  difcoatent  as  at  this  ir.ftsnt.     It  is  high  time  for  a 

U  3  peace. 
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1782.  peace.  Our  troops  have  been,  and  flill  are  obliged  to 
perform  fer vices  foreign  to  their  proper  duty,  without 
gratuity  or  reward,  more  than  the  foldiers  of  any  other 
army — for  example,  the  immenfe  labors  expended  in 
doing  the  duties  of  artificers,  in  creeling  fortifications 
and  military  works  j  the  fatigue  of  building  themfelves 
barracks  and  huts  annually ;  and  cutting  and  tranfport- 
ing  wood  for  the  ufe  of  all  our  pofts  and  garrifons,  with- 
out any  expence  whatever  to  the  public.  G.  Wafhmgton" 
— cc  Oct.  17.  We  were  upon  the  point  of  trying  our 
hands  at  how  we  could  live  without  fubfiflence,  as  the 
fuperintendent  was  no  longer  able  to  fulfil  his  contract 
with  the  victuallers  of  the  [northern]  army,  and  as  they 
relinquifhed  it ;  till  fortunately  for  us,  we  met  with  gen- 
tlemen, who  for  an  advanced  price  per  ration,  have 
faved  us  from  Jiarvation  or  difhandment  by  giving  a  cre- 
dit."— "  Oct.  24.  For  want  of  money  we  have  been 
obliged  to  relinquifh  a  contract  for  fubfifting  the  army 
at  ten-pence  a  ration,  and  give  thirteen-pence  for  the 
fake  of  three  months  credit."  Even  in  July  the  demand 
for  money  was  fo  great  as  to  raife  intereft  to  five  per  cent, 
per  month. 

Aug.       On  the  2d  of  Auguft,  Sir  Guy  Carleton  and  adm. 

2*  Digby,  fent  out  a  joint  letter  to  gen.  Wafhington, 
wherein  they  faid — "  We  are  acquainted,  Sir,  by  au- 
thority, that  negotiations  for  a  general  peace  have  al- 
ready cpmmenced  at  Paris,  and  that  Mr.  Grenville  is 
inverted  with  full  powers  to  treat  with  all  the  parties  at 
war,  and  is  now  at  Paris  in  the  execution  of  this  com- 
miffion. — With  reipect  to  Mr.  Laurens,  we  are  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  he  has  been  enlarged  and  difcharged 
from  all  engagements  without  any  condition  whatever ; 
after  which  he  declared  of  his  own  accord,  that  he  con- 

fidered 
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fidered  lord  Cornwallis  as  free  from  his  parole.     We 
further  acquainted,  that  tranfports  have  been  prepared 
in  England,  for  conveying  all  the  American  prifoners 
to  this  country  to  be  exchanged  here;  and  we  are  di- 
rected to  urge  by  every  ccnfideration  of  humanity,  the 
mod  fpeedy  exchange,"     When  this  news  was  known 
by  the  loyaliils,  fuch  a  fcene  of  diitrefs  raged  through 
the  city  of  New  York,  as  is  not  eafily  defcribed.  Thofe 
in  the  army  tore  the  lappels  from  their  coats,  {lamped 
them  under  their  feet,  and  exclaimed  that  they  were  ru- 
ined for  ever.     Others  cried  out,  that  they  had  facri- 
ficed  every  thing  to  prove  their  loyalty,  and  were  now 
left  to  ihift  for  themfelves,  loft  both  to  the  friendfhip  of 
their  king  and  country.     On  the  yth,  it  was  earneftly 
recommended  in  the  New  York  paper  to  the  loyalifts 
every  where,    to  fufpend  their  opinion  on  the  prefent 
important  occafion,  and  each  to  continue  firm  to  the 
profefiions  he  had  made  of  loyalty  and  zeal  for  the  re- 
union of  the  empire,,  and  to  wait  the  ifTue.     By  fuch  a 
conduct  it  was  obferved,  they  would  preferve  a  claim 
to  national  regard  and  protection,  which  it  would  be 
madnefs  to  forfeit ;  fince  by  giving  way  to  the  fuggef- 
tions  of  impatience  they  could  only  difgrace  themfelves 
in  the  eyes  of  their  enemies,  without  a  fh^dow  of  ad- 
vantage. 

A  part  of  the  news  was  foon  confirmed  by  the  arrival 
of  two  cartel  fliips  at  Marblehead,  with  583  Ameri-» 
cans.  By  the  2  ift  of  the  month  a  third  arrived  with  1 16 
more.  Your  friend  embraced  the  opportunity  of  talk- 
ing with  ieveral  as  they  paffed  by  his  houfe.  The  fub- 
fiance  of  what  they  related,  follows.  From  the  begin-, 
rung  of  the  war  till  they  left  JForton  prifon  at  Gofport, 
near  upon  1400  had  been  committed,  out  of  the  whole 
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*782«only   120  died,    and  of  thefe  more  by  the  fmall-pox 
than  any  other  diforder.      Before  gen.  Burgoyne  was 
taken,  perfons  were  not  allowed  to  vifit  or  relieve  them. 
After  that  event  the  treatment  was  different,  and  for- 
mer feverides  were  mitigated.     When  fick  they  were 
taken  exceeding  good  care  of;  and  had  Americans  em- 
ployed to  nurfe  them.     Had  not  agents,  clerks,  &c. 
deducted  from  the  king's  allowance,  they  fhould  have 
done  pretty  well :  though  having  no  more  than  crimi- 
nals allowance  of  provifion,  they  had  a  very  fcanty  fup- 
port,  befide  which  the  provifion  was  often  exceeding 
bad.     When  the  change  of  miniftry  took  place,  they 
were  confidered  as  prifoners  of  war,  and  had  an  allow- 
ance accordingly.     They  mentioned,  that  before  they 
were  fent  off,  the  duke  of  Richmond,  gen.  Conway,  and 
fome  other  gentlemen  vifited  them,  expreffed  a  concern 
for  their  fufferings,  fhowed  them  much  kindnefs,  gave 
them  money,  very  condefcendingly  fhook  hands  with 
them  and  faid  they  were  brethren.     They  related  that 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Wren  of  Portfmouth  was  extremely  kind 
to  them ;  was  like  a  father ;    procured  them  clothes, 
money,  and  many  articles  to  help  them  under  their  con- 
finement; and  frequently  vifited  and  prayed  with  the 
fick.     Mr.  Laurens  vifited  them ;  encouraged  them  to 
remain  firm  to  their  country's  caufe ;  and  told  them 
how  he  had  fuffered  under  his  confinement.     One  of 
them  who  had  been  a  prifoner  at  New  York,  to  exprefs 
the  difference  between  the  places,  declared  that  he  had 
rather  be  imprifoned  months  in  England  than  weeks  at 
New  York.     They  {rated  the  number  of  perfons  who 
came  away  upon  the  exchange  at  303,  the  reft  having 
made   heir  efcape  at  different  periods. 
A  few  afls  of  congrefs  fhall  be  now  related. 

On 
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On  the  i  jth  of  May,  the  minifter  of  France  was  ad-  1782 
mitted  to  a  public  audience,  and  after  addrefling  con-  l^J 
grefs  in  a  fpeech,  delivered  to  them  a  letter  from  his 
moft  chriftian  majefty,  informing  them  of  the  birth  of 
his  fon  the  dauphin.  A  fuitable  anfwer  was  given  to 
the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne.  They  then  ordered  a  let- 
ter to  be  written  to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  to  the 
commander  in  the  fouthern  department,  informing  them 
of  the  faid  event,  and  directed  that  it  fhould  be  publifli- 
ed  in  both  armies  with  proper  demonftrations  of  joy* 
The  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs  was  alfo  to  inform  the 
governors-and  prefidents  of  the  refpe6tive  dates,  that  the 
people  of  each  ftate  might  partake  in  the  joy.  •  When 
the  minifter  had  withdrawn,  the  birth  of  the  dauphin 
was  announced  to  the  public  by  a  difcharge  of  cannon 
and  a  feu  de  joie  of  mufketry.  In  the  afternoon  a  din- 
ner was  provided  by  congrefs  for  the  chevalier  and  his 
fuit ;  and  the  evening  was  clofed  with  a  brilliant  difplay 
of  fire  works  in  the  ftate  houfe  yard.  The  official  no- 
tification of  the  dauphin's  birth  was  received  in  all 
places  of  the  United  States,  with  every  mark  of  joy  and 
token  of  refpeft  to  their  great  and  generous  ally,  and  to 
the  French  nation. 

On  the  2Oth  of  June  it  was  concluded,  that  the  de-  June 
vice  for  an  armorial  atchievement  and  reverfe  of  the  great 
feal  for  the  United  Stares  in  congrefs  afTembled  fhould 
be  as  follows — ARMS — Paleways  of  thirteen  pieces, 
argent  and  gules ;  a  chief,  azure ;  the  efcutcheon  on  the 
bread  of  the  American  eagle  difplayed,  proper,  holding 
in  his  dexter  talon  an  olive  branch,  and  in  his  finifter  a 
bundle  of  thirteen  arrows,  all  proper,  and  in  his  beak  a 
fcroll  infcrib'ed  with  this  motto  <c  E  pluribus  Unum."— - 
For  the  CREST — Over  the  head  of  the  eagle,  which 
<  appears 


20. 
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1 782- appears  above  the  efcutcheon,  a  glory,  Or,  breaking 
through  a  cloud,  proper,  and  furrounding  thirteen  ftars 
forming  a  conflellation,  argent,  on  an  azure  field. — 
REVERSE— A  pyramid  unfinifhed.  In  the  zenith 
an  eye  in  a  triangle,  furrounded  with  a  glory,  proper. 
Over  the  eye  thcfe  words  <c  Annuit  Cseptis."  On  the  bafe 
of  the  pyramid  the  numerical  letters  MDCCLXXVI. 
And  underneath  the  following  motto  "  Novus  Ordo 
Seclorum." 

Sept.  They  refolved  that  the  fum  of  four  millions  of  dol- 
I4""  lars,  exclufive  of  the  money  which  Mr.  Adams  may  ob- 
tain by  the  loan  now  negotiating  in  Holland,  be  bor- 
rowed in  Europe  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States.  Nine 
days  after,  they  refolved,  that  Dr.  Franklin  fhould  be 
informed,  that  notwithstanding  the  contents  of  his  let- 
ters of  the  25th  of  June,  it  is  the  dire&ion  of  congrefs, 
that  he  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  effect  the  aforefaid 
loan, 

Oft.  On  the  4th  of  October,  they  refolved  unanimoufly, 
*'  that  they  would  inviolably  adhere  to  the  treaty  of  alliance 
with  his  moft  chriftian  majefty,  and  conclude  neither  a 
feparate  peace  nor  truce  with  Great  Britain  •,  nor  enter 
into  the  difcufiion  of  any  overtures  for  pacification,  but 
in  confidence  and  in  concert  with  his  moft  chriftian 
majefty. 

We  pafs  on  to  the  fouthward  as  far  as  Georgia,  with 
fpme  account  of  which  my  laft  letter  clofed. 

The  Britifh  garrifon  at  Savannah  confifted  of  about 
loco  regulars,  befide  a  considerable  number  of  militia, 
and  was  under  the  command  of  brigadier  Clarke.  This 
fuperiority  of  force  did  not  prevent  gen.  Wayne's  ap- 
pearing often  before  the  Britifh  lines  and  infulting  their 
pkquets.  Three  different  attempts  were  made  to  fur- 

prife 
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prife  an  advanced  party  of  the  Americans  without  fuc-  J782 
ceeding.  About  the  fame  time  the  American  governor 
with  his  council  removed  from  Augufta  to  Ebenezer. 
Soon  after  his  arrival  he  ifTued  a  proclamation,  offering 
to  every  Britifli  or  Heflian  foldier,  who  fhould  defert 
from  Savannah,  200  acres  of  land  and  fome  .  ftock ; 
which  had  the  defired  effect  in  a  certain  degree. 

On  the  2 1  ft  of  May,  col.  Brown,  at  the  head  of  a  May 
confiderable  party,  marched  out  of  the  garrifon  of  Sa-  2U 
vannah,  with  the  apparent  intention  of  attacking  the 
Americans.  Wayne,  by  a  bold  manoeuvre,  got  between 
Brown  and  the  garrifon,  attacked  him  at  twelve  o'clock  at 
night,  and  routed  his  whole  party.  The  van-guard  of 
the  Americans,  confiding  of  60  horfe  and  40  infantry, 
was  led  on,  by  col.  White  of  the  cavalry,  and  capt.  Par- 
ker of  the  infantry,  to  a  fpirited  charge ;  in  which  40  of 
Brown's  men  were  killed  or  wounded,  about  20  taken 
prifoners,  and  the  remainder  obliged  to  fhelter  them- 
felves  in  the  fwamps  under  cover  of  the  night.  The 
advantage  was  gained  by  the  liberal  ufe  of  the  fword  and 
bayonet.  Orders  had  been  previoufly  given  to  depend 
entirely  on  thefe  weapons;  and  to  fecure  a  punctual 
compliance,  the  flints  were  taken  out  of  the  mufketry 
of  the  infantry.  The  Americans  had  only  five  privates 
killed  and  two  wounded.  Though  Brown  proved  un- 
fuccefsful,  yet  gen.  Greene  reckons  him  one  of  the  bed 
officers  belonging  to  the  Britifh  troops. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  a  large  body  of  Creek  Indians,  JW 
headed  by  a  number  of  their  moil  celebrated  chiefs  znd  2^ 
warriors,  and  a  Britiih  officer,  furprifed  and  made  a  fu- 
rious attack  upon  Wayne's  infantry  at  half  an  hour  after 
one  in  the  morning.     For  a  few  minutes  they  poflcfled 
themfelves  of  his  two  field  pieces,  which  were  foon  re- 
cove  reA. 
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J782'  covered.  The  Indians  knew  not  how  to  make  a  right 
improvement  of  the  advantages  they  had  obtained  by 
the  furprife.  Mean  while  the  cavalry  arrived  and  prefled 
hard  upon  them;  while  Wayne  expofed  himfelf,  be- 
yond what  was  prudent  for  the  chief  commander,  that 
he  might  reinftate  matters.  A  fmart  action  enfued,  in 
-which  both  fides  fought  in  clofe  quarters  with  fwords 
and  bayonets.  The  Indians  difplayed  uncommon  bra- 
very ;  but  having  to  contend  with  both  horfe  and  foot 
were  completely  routed.  Fourteen  of  their  number 
were  killed,  one  of  whom  was  a  famous  chief.  The 
Americans  had  five  flain  and  eight  wounded. 

TheBritifh  adminiftration  having  refolved  upon  aban- 
doning all  offenfive  operations  in  America,  the  fcheme 
of  evacuating  the  weaker  pofts  in  the  United  States  was 
adopted;  and  that  at  Savannah  was  to  be  the  firft. 
When  the  meafure  was  determined  upon,  the  merchants 
and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  place,  obtained  permifTion 
to  apply  to  Wayne  for  the  fecurity  and  prefervation  of 
their  perfons  and  property.  He  replied  to  their  depu- 
ties, "  that  fhould  the  Britifh  garrifon  eventually  effect 
an  evacuation,  the  perfons  and  properties  of  fuch  inha- 
bitants or  others,  who  choofe  to  remain  in  Savannah,  will 
be  protected  by  the  military,  and  refigned  inviolate  into 
the  hands  of  the  civil  authority,  which  muft  ultimately 
decide."  The  merchants  and  inhabitants  of  Savannah, 
having  fent  out  a  fecond  flag,  Wayne  at  the  defire  of 
the  civil  authority  of  the  ftate,  fent  them  for  anfwer, 
"  that  the  merchants,  not  owing  allegiance  to  the  United 
States,  will  be  permitted  to  remain  a  reafonable  time  to 
difpofe  of  their  goods  and  fettle  their  affairs/1  Major 
Haberfham,  who  was  charged  with  this  meffage,  pledg- 
ed himfeif  that  they  might  rely,  with  the  utmoft  confi- 
dence. 
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dence,  on  the  terms  propofed  to  them.     The  congrefs  i?82- 
on  the  30th  of  December  ratified  Wayne's  agreement. 
On  the  nth  of  July  Savannah  was  evacuated,  and  the  July 
Americans  immediately  took    pofTefllon   of  it.      The11 
works  and  town  were  left  perfect  -y  for  which  the  inhabi- 
tants are  indebted  to  that  worthy  and  humane  officer 
brigadier  general  Clarke. 

General  Leflie,  under  the  fanction  of  the  refolution 
taken  by  the  Britifli  adminiitration,  propofed  to  gen. 
Greene  a  ceflation  of  hoftilities,  which  was  declined  by 
the  latter  for  want  of  inftructions  from  congrefs  on  the 
fubjecl.  However  nothing  of  confequence  was  attempt- 
ed on  either  fide.  When  the  evacuation  of  Charleftown 
was  propofed,  the  merchants  who  came  with  the  Britifh 
were  in  a  moft  difagreeable  predicament.  They  had 
entered  into  extenfive  commercial  engagements.  Thofe 
of  their  debtors,  who  were  without  the  linee,  were  not 
fubject  to  their  jurifdiction  ;  thofe  who  were  within,  were 
unable  to  pay.  Environed  with  difficulties,  and  threat- 
ened with  bankruptcy  fhould  they  leave  the  ftate  along 
with  the  garrifon,  they  applied  to  gen.  Leflie  for  leave 
to  negotiate  for  themfelves.  A  deputation  of  the  body 
waited  on  gov.  Mathews,  and  obtained  from  him  per- 
miffion  to  re  fide  in  South  Carolina  for  eighteen  months 
after  the  evacuation,  with  the  full  liberty  of  difpofing  of 
their  (lock  of  goods  on  hand,  and  of  collecting  the 
debts  already  due  to  them.  After  general  orders  had 
announced  the  defign  of  evacuating  Charleftown,  Lef-  Aug. 
lie  wrote  to  Greene,  offering  full  payment  for  .rice  and  *3' 
other  provifion  to  be  fent  into  the  town :  at  the  fame 
time  he  threatened,  that  if  it  was  not  granted  for  money, 
it  fhould  be  taken  by  force  without  compenfation.  But  as 
it  was  apprehended  the  Britiih  meant  to  procure  large 

fup- 
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1*782.  fupplies  for  the  transferring  of  the  war  to  the  French 
Weft  India  iflands,  the  Americans  could  not  upon  any 
confideration  affent  to  the  advantageous  offers  of  Leflie. 
Every  effort  was  made  by  Greene  and  Mathews  to  re- 
flrain  the  intercourfe  between  town  and  country  on  pri- 
vate account,  though  the  wants  of  the  American  army 
made  a  fmall  deviation  neceffary.     Leflie  finding  it  im- 
poflible  to  purchafe,  fent  out  parties  to  feize  provifions 
near  the  different  landings,  and  to  bring  them  by  water 
to  Charleftown.     This  was  effe<5ted  in  fome  inftances 
before  the  Americans   could  be  colle&ed  in  fufficient 
force  for  the  defence  of  their  property ;  though  a  colonel 
(an  American)  in  the  Britifh  army  had  been  for  fome 
months  pair,  employed,  in  fending  the  earliefl  intelli- 
gence, from  time  to  time,  of  all  the  military  operations, 
which  the  Britifh  concerted  to  the  prejudice  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  part  thereof.     He  is  to  continue  with  the 
Britifh  army  until  the  clofe  of  the  war.     On  his  faith- 
fully performing  this  fecret  fervice,  and  as  a  reward  for 
his  treacherous  duplicity,  gen.  Greene  is  to  ufe  all  his 
influence  with  the  flate  of  South  Carolina,  to  reftore 
him  to  his  fortunes,  and  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a 
citizen.     Should  the  flate  refufe  to  reftore  him,  the  ge- 
geral  is  to  recommend  his  cafe  to  congrefs  for  fuch  com- 
penfation  as  they  may  think  his  fervices  claim. 

One  of  the  largeft  parties  ordered  out  was  fent  to 
Aug.  Combahee  ferry,    where  they  arrived   on  the  25th  of 
2-5'     Auguft.     Brigadier  Gift,  with  about  300  cavalry  and 
infantry,  of  the  continental  army,  was  detached  to  op- 
pofe  them.     He  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  capture,  one  of 
their  fchooners,  and  in  a  degree  to  fruftrate  their  de- 
figns.     Lieut,  col.  Laurens,  though  he  had  been  con- 
fined for  feveral  days  immediately  preceding,  on  hear- 
i  ing 
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ing  of  the  expedition,  rofe  and  followed  Gift.  When 
the  Britifh  and  American  detachments  approached  within 
a  few  miles  of  each  other,  Laurens  being  in  advance 
with  a  fmall  party  of  regulars  and  militia,  engaged  with 
a  much  fuperior  force,  in  expectation  of  fupport  from 
the  main  body  in  his  rear.  In  the  midft  of  his  brave 
exertions  he  received  a  mortal  wound.  "  This  young 
gentleman  was  fent  over  to  England  for  his  education, 
where  he  endeared  himfelf  to  all  who  knew  him,  by  his 
abilities  and  affectionate  temper.  In  the  beginning  of 
1777,  he  joined  the  American  army,  and  from  that 
time  was  foremoft  in  every  danger.  He  was  prefent 
and  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  every  a&ion  of  the  army 
under  gen.  Wafhington,  and  was  among  the  foremoft 
that  entered  the  Britifh  lines  at  York  Town.  Thofe 
who  were  intimately  acquainted  with  him,  will  rank  his 
martial  qualities,  by  which  he  was  chiefly  known,  as 
loweft  in  the  catalogue  of  his  virtues.  They  will  lament 
the  untimely  lofs  of  a  clear  difcerning  mind,  that  united 
the  folid  powers  of  the  underftanding  with  inflexible  inte- 
grity. In  him,  his  country  has  loft  one  of  its  nobleft 
and  moft  ufeful  citizens ;  his  father,  the  kindeft  and 
moft  affectionate  friend ;  and  all  the  wretched,  a  gene- 
rous and  difmterefted  patron  *." 

*  This  character  is  taken  from  an  American  publication.  The 
American  commander  in  chief  being  alked  whether  it  was  juft,  an- 
fwered — "  Such  parts  of  the  drawing  as  have  fallen  under  my  own  ob- 
fervations  are  literally  fo ;  and  it  is  my  firm  belief  his  merits  and 
worth  richly  entitle  him  to  the  whole  picture.  No  man  pofiefTed  more 
of  the  Amor  patriee.  In  a  word,  he  had  not  a  fault  that  I  could  dif- 
cover,  unlefs  intrepidity,  bordering  upon  rafhnefs,  could  come  under 
that  denomination.  And  this  he  was  excited  to  by  the  pureft  mo- 
tives," 

When 
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1782,  When  the  long  expedted  evacuation  of  Charleftown 
drew  nigh,  the  inhabitants  of  the  ftate  apprehended,  that 
the  Britifh  army,  on  its  departure,  would  carry  off  with 
them  Jbme  thoufands  of  negroes,  who  were  within  their 
•lines.  To  prevent  it  gov.  Mathews  wrote  to  gen. 
Leflie,  Augufl  the  lyth,  and  informed  him,  cc  that  if 
the  property  of  the  citizens  of  South  Carolina  was  car- 
ried off  by  the  Britifh  army,  he  fhould  feize  on  the 
debts  due  to  the  Britifh  merchants,  and  to  the  confif- 
cated  eflates,  and  the  claims  on  thofe  eitates  by  marri- 
age  fettlements,  which  three  articles  were  not  included 
in  the  confifcation  act."  Gen.  Leflie  propofed  a  nego- 
tiation, for  fecuring  the  property  of  both  parties.  Com- 
miflioners  were  appointed  in  behalf  both  of  the  Hate  and 

Oft.  the  royalifts:    who  on  the  loth  of|D61:ober  ratified  a 

J0*  compact  on  the  fubjedt,  of  which  the  following  was  a 
principal  article. — cc  All  the  flaves  of  the  citizens  of 
South  Carolina,  now  in  the  power  of  gen.  Leflie,  fhall 
be  reilored  to  their  former  owners,  as  far  as  is  practi- 
cable, except  fuch  flaves  as  may  have  rendered  them- 
felves  particularly  obnoxious  on  account  of  their  at- 
tachment and  fervices  to  the  Britifh  troops,  and  fuch  as 
had  fpecific  prornifes  of  freedom/*  A  confideration 
for  the  Advantages  of  this  article  was  made  in  others  for 
the  benefit  of  the  royalifts.  Great  were  the  expectations 
of  the  inhabitants,  as  to  their  foon  obtaining  the  re- 
pofleffion  of  their  property :  but  the  compact  was  fo  far 
evaded  as  to  be  in  a  great  meafure  ineffectual  for  the 
end  propofed. 

The  evacuation,  though  officially  announced  by  gen. 
Leflie  on  the  jth  of  Augufl,  as  a  meafure  foon  to  be 

Dec*  adopted,  did  not  take  place  till  the  i4th  of  December^ 

when 
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when  the  Britifh  troops  complete.d  their  embarkation.  1782, 
Gen.  Wayne,  with  the  legion  and  light  infantry,  had 
been  before  their  works  for  feveral  days,  by  order  of 
gen.  Greene.  It  was  hinted  to  him  from  gen.  Leflie, 
through  a  certain  medium,  that  if  they  were  permitted 
to  embark  without  interruption,  every  care  iliould  be 
taken  for  the  prefervation  of  the  town.  Wayne  was 
directed  to  accede  to  the  propofal,  the  Britifh  alfo  agreer 
ing  not  to  fire  upon  the  town  after  getting  on  board* 
The  conditions  being  fully  underdood  by  both  parties, 
Charleftown  was  evacuated  and  poiTefied  without  the 
lead  confufion,  the  American  advance  following  clofe  on 
the  Britilh  rear.  The  governor  was  conduced  into  his 
capital  the  fame  day,  the  civil  police  edablifhed  the  day 
following,  and  on  the  third  the  town  was  opened  for  bu- 
finefs.  On  the  iyth  the  Britifh  eroded  the  bar  and 
went  to  fea. 

Thus  congrefs  have  recovered  the  complete  pofFefTion 
of  all  the  fon them  dates.  The  druggie  has  been  long 
and  fevere ;  but  when  it  is  confidered  that  the  Britifti 
had  upward  of  18,000  regular  troops,  befidc  feveral 
thoufand  militia  and  negroes  employed  for  their  reduc- 
tion, it  mud  appear  that  the  progrefs  of  the  American 
fouthern  army  has  been  no  lets  honorable  than  impor- 
tant. 

Several  detached  articles  remain  to  be  mentioned. 

A  gentleman  of  Philadelphia  has  favored  me  with  the 
following  one,  "At  ten  o'clock  on  Wednefday  even- 
ing, October  2,  major  gen.  Lee  died,  after  being  con- 
fined to  his  bed  from  the  evening  of  the  preceding  Fri- 
day. 'His  diforder  was  a  deftuxion  on  the  lungs  of 
three  months  danding,  which  produced  fomething  like  a 

VCKL.  IV,  X  fpurious 
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*782'fpurious  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  accompanied  with 
an  epidemic  remitting  fever. — The  character  of  this 
perfon  is  full  of  abfurdities  and  qualities  of  a  moil  ex- 
traordinary nature.  His  understanding  was  great,  his 
memory  capacious,  and  his  fancy  brilliant.  His  mind 
was  ftdred  with  a  variety  of  knowledge,  which  he  col- 
lected from  books,  converfation  and  travels.  He  had 
been  in  moil  European  countries.  He  was  a  correct 
and  elegant  clafikal  fcholar  -,  and  both  wrote  and  fpoke 
his  native  language,  with  perfpicuity,  force  and  beauty. 
From  thefe  circumilances  he  was,  at  times,  a  moil  agree- 
able and  inilructive  companion.  His  temper  was  na- 
turally four  and  fevere.  He  was  feldom  feen  to  laugh, 
and  fcarcely  to  fmile.  The  hiilory  of  his  life  is  little 
elfe,  than  the  hiftory  of  difputes,  quarrels  and  duels,  in 
every  part  of  the  world.  He  was  vindictive  to  his  ene- 
mies. His  avarice  had  no  bounds.  He  never  went 
into  a  public  and  feldom  into  a  private  houfe,  where  he 
did  not  difcover  fome  marks  of  ineffable  and  contemp- 
tible mcannefs.  He  begrudged  the  expence  of  a  nurfe 
in  his  laft  illnefs,  and  died  in  a  fmall  dirty  room  in  the 
Philadelphia  tavern  called  the  Canailoe-waggon,  [de- 
figned  chiefly  for  the  entertainment  and  accommodation 
•of  common  countrymen]  attended  by  no  one  but  a 
French  fervant,  and  Mr.  Ofwald  the  printer,  who  once 
->  ferved  as  an  officer  under  him.  He  was  both  impious 
and  profane.  In  his  principles  he  was  not  only  an  infi- 
del, but  he  was  very  hoilile  to  every  attribute  of  the 
Deity.  His  morals  were  exceedingly  debauched.  His 
manners  were  rude,  partly  from  nature  and  partly  from 
affectation.  His  appetite  was  fo  whimfical  as  to  what 
he  eat  and  drank,  that  he  was  at  all  times,  and  in  all 

places^ 
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places,  a  moil  troublefome  and  difagrceable  guefc.     He 
had  been  bred  to  arms  from  his  youth ;  and  ferved  as 
lieut.  colonel  among  the  Britifh,  as  colonel  among  the 
Portuguefe,  and  afterward  as  aid  de  camp  to  his  Polifii 
majefty,  with  the  rank  of  major  general.     Upon  the 
American  continent's  being  forced  into  arms  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  her  liberties,  he  was  called  forth  by  the  voice 
of  the  people,  and  elected  to  the  rank  of  third  in  com- 
mand of  their  forces.     He  had  exhaufted  every  valu- 
able treatife,  both  ancient  and  modern,  on  the  military 
art.     His  judgment  in  war  was  generally  found. — He 
was  extremely  ufeful  to  the  Americans  in  the  beginning 
of  the  revolution,  by  infpiring  them  with  military  ideas3 
and  a  contempt  for  Britifh  difcipline  and  valor.     It  is 
difficult  to  fay,  whether  the  active  and  .ufeful  part  he 
took  in  the  conteft,  arofe  from  perfonal  refentment  againft 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  or  from  a  regard  to  the  liber- 
ties of  America.     It  is  certain  he  reprobated  the  French 
alliance  and  republican  forms  of  government,  after  he 
retired  from  the  American  fervice.     He  was,   in  the 
field,  brave  in  the  higheft  degree;  and  with  all  his  faults 
and  oddities  was  beloved  by  his  officers  and  foldiers. 
He  was  devoid  of  prudence,  and  ufed  to  call  it  a  raf- 
cally  virtue.     His  partiality  to  dogs  was  too  remarkable 
not  to  be  mentioned  in  his  character.      Two  or  three 
of  thefe  animals   followed  him  generally  wherever  he 
went.     When   the   congrefs    confirmed    the    fentence 
of  the  court  martial,  fufpending  him  for  twelve  months, 
he  pointed  to  his  dog  and  exclaimed,    "  Oh  !  that  I 
was  that  animal,  that  I  might  not  call  man  my  brother/5 
—Two  virtues  he  poffefifed  in  an  eminent  degree,  viz. 
fmcerity  and  veracity.     He  was  never  knov/n  to  deceive 

X  a  or 
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i*82«or  defert  a  friend;  and  he  was  a  ftranger  to  equivoca-  * 
tion,  even  where  his  fafety  or  character  were  at  flake." 

A  difpofition  to  mifreprefent  and  blacken  the  Indi- 
an?, in  order  to  judify,  or  palliate  the- practice  of  cruel 
rnesfttres  toward  them,  has  particularly  appeared  in  the 
cafe  of  the  Moravian  Indians,  fettled  on  the  Mufkingum, 
a  branch  of  the  Ohio ;  who  early  in  the  lad  fpring  luf- 
fered  deeply  on  account  of  what,  they  thought,  the 
peaceable  fpirit  of  the  gofpel  required  of  them.  The 
riril  gathering  of  thofe  Indians  into  a  degree  of  civil  and 
religious  order,  was  about  30  years  ago.  The  place  of 
their  refidence  was  then  at  Whihaloofing,  on  the  Sufqne- 
hanna,  about  200  miles  from  Philadelphia.  In  a  vififc 
to  that  city,  afront  the  year  1756,  when  the  province 
was  diftrefTed  'by  the  Indian  war,  they  declared  their 
particular  difapprobatian  of  war,  and  fixed  refolution  to 
take  no  part  therein ;  apprehending  it  to  be  difpleafing 
to  the  Great  Being,  toho,  as  one  of  them  exprefifed  it, 
did  not  make  men  to  deftroy  men^  but  to  love  and  affifl  each 
ether*  About  13  years  paft,  thefe  Indians  meeting  with 
•difficulty,  from  an  increafe  of  white  fettlers  near  them, 
"by  'which  fpifiraous  liquors  were  brought  to  their  towns, 
removed  to  the  Mufkingum ;  and  were  accompa- 
nied by  fome  of  the  Moravians,  who  have  long  refided 
among  them,  carefully  attended  both  to  their  civil  and 
religious  concerns,  and  never  left  them  in  the  times  of 
their  greateft  clanger  and  difficulty.  Thefe  Indians  re- 
filled to  take  any  part  in  the  prefent  war;  notwithftand- 
ing  repeated  abufes  on  that  'account  Irc/m  other  tribes, 
particularly  thofe  -parties  which  pafTed  through  their 
towns,  in  their  way  to  the  American  frontiers,  whom, 
they  fomedmes  dffluaded  from  their  hoftile  intentions, 
2  and 
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and  prevaikd  upon  to  go  back  again.  They  alfo  warned 
the  inhabitants  of  their  danger.  This  conduct  being 
confidered  as  obftru&ive  to  the  hoflile  proceedings  of  the 
tribes  at  war,  was  at  length  made  the  plea  for  carrying 
them  oE  In  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  1781,  the  chief 
of  the  Wyondats  arrived  with  220  warriors;  and  ac- 
quainted them,  that  they  were  come  to  take  them  away, 
rendering  for  a  reafon,  that  they  were  a  great  obftmBiov 
to  them  in  their  war-path.  The  Wyondats,  after  com- 
mitting many  outrages,  about  the  beginning  of  Sep- 
tember forced  them  from  their  three  towns,  in  all  between 
3  and  400  perfons.  After  a  tedious  journey  in  the 
\vildernefs,  they  arrived  at  a  branch  of  Sandufky  creek, 
where  the  body  of  them  were  ordered  to  remain.  Some 
of  their  principal  men  were  lint  to  the  Britifh  com- 
mander at  Fort  Detroit,  who  commended  them  as  a 
peaceable  people,  and  exhorted  them  to  remain  fuch  j 
but  added,  that  many  complaints  had  been  made  of 
them,  and  that  they  had  given  intelligence  to  his  ene- 
mies, wherefore  he  had  font  for  them.  He  feid,  that 
his  inflections  had  been  exceeded  in  the  ill  treatment 
they  had  received,  and  that  he  would  provide  for  them. 
Thus  the .  matter  reded  till  the  fpring  of  1782,  when 
theie  Moravian  Indians  finding  corn  fcarce  and  dear  at 
Sandufky,  deOred  liberty  to  return  to  their  fettlements, 
to  fetch  fome  of  their  corn,  of  which  they  had  left  above 
200  acres  Handing.  When  it  was  granted,  many  of 
them  went,  among  >vho#i  were  feveral  jvidows  with  their 
children. 

When  the  people  at  and  about  the  Monangahelaf 
xsnderftood  that  a  number  of  Indians  were  at  the  Mora- 
yiaa  towus,  they  gaye  out,  that  the  intention  of  thofe 

X  3  people 


THE      HISTORY     OF     T  H  g 

people  was,  to  fall  upon  the  back  inhabitants,  which 
ought  to  be  prevented.  Upon  this  about  160  men  got 
together,  and  fwimming  their  horfes  over  the  Ohio, 
came  fuddenly  upon  the  chief  Moravian  town.  The 
firft  perfon  who  appeared,  they  Ihot  at  and  wounded, 
when  coming  up  to  him  they  found  he  was  an  half  In- 
dian, fon  to  one  of  the  Moravians  by  an  Indian  woman, 
who  had  been  regularly  married.  They  killed  and 
fcalped  him,  and  proceeded  to  the  town.  The  Indians 
who  were  moftly  in  the  fields  pulling  corn,  did  not  run 
off  as  they  might,  had  they  been  confcious  of  any  of- 
fence -9  but  came  of  their  own  accord  into  the  town,  at 
the  call  of  the  white  people,  who  at  firft  exprefled  friend- 
fhip  to  them,  and  foon  after  violently  feized  and  bound 
them.  The  Indians  who  aflift  the  rniflionaries  in  keep- 
ing good  order  among  their  people,  and  upon  occafion 
give  public  exhortations,  are  called  Heifers.  Five  of 
the  moft  refpedlable  of  thefe,  and  other  Indians,  ex- 
horted the  younger  to  fubmiffion  and  patience ;  telling 
them,  that  they  thought  their  troubles  in  this  world 
would  foon  be  at  an  end,  and  they  would  be  with  their 
Saviour.  They  then  fung  and  prayed  together,  till  they 
were  led  out  one  after  another,  and  inhumanly  flaugh- 
tered  $  firft  the  men  and  then  the  women.  Two  boys, 
who  made  their  efcape,  related  thefe  particulars.  One 
of  them  lay  in  the  heap  of  the  dead,  in  a  houfe,  and 
was  fcalped  3  but  recovering  his  fenfes  efcaped.  The 
other  hid  himfelf  under  the  floor;  was  aneye-witnefs  of  this 
tragic  fcene  j  and  faw  the  blood  of  the  (lain  running  in 
a  ftrea'm.  Thefe  Indians,  before  they  were  bound,  were 
fo  fenfible  of  their  own  innocence,  that  they  informed 
the  white  people,  that  more  of  their  brethren  were  at 
5  another 
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another  town,  who  in  like  manner  fell  a  facrifice  to  the1'82* 
barbarity  of  the  whites.     The  dead  bodies;  were  after- 
ward burned  with  the  houfes.     Before  their  death,  they 
were  obliged  to  fhow  in  what  part  of  the  woods  they 
had  concealed  their  effects,  when  the  Wyondats  took 
them  away.     Thofe  of  the  third  town  having  fome  in- 
telligence of  what  paiTed,  made  their  efcape.     This  is  a 
fummary  of  the  dreadful  tranfadion,  as  given  by  the 
principal  leader  of  thofe  that  remain.     The  Pennfyl- 
vania  packet  of  April  fays  of  thefe  white  favages,  "  that 
they  killed  upward  of  90,  (but  a  few  making  their  ef- 
cape) about  40  of  which  were  warriors,  the   reft  old 
women  and  children.     About  So  horfes  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  whites,  which  they  loaded  with  the  plunder, 
the  greateft  part  furs  and  Ikins."     It  was  for  the  fake  of 
the  plunder  that  the  Indians  were  killed. 
.    It  is  alleged,  in  vindication  of  this  deliberate  maf- 
facre,  that  40  of  thefe  Indians  were  warriors  preparing 
to  attack  the  American  frontiers  :  but  this  afTertion  con- 
tradicts itfelf  s  for  had  it  been  the  cafe,  they  would  not 
have  brought  their  wives,  with  the  widows  and  34  chil- 
dren, who  were  flain  with  them  j  nor  would  they  have 
fuffered  themfelves  to  be  thus  ilaughtered  without  mak- 
ing the  lead  refinance,   or  killing  .even  one  of  their 
murderers. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  thefe  Indians,  about  500 
men,  probably  encouraged  by  this  eafy  conqueft,  and 
in  hope  of  plunder,  afiembled  at  the  Old  Mingos  on 
the  weft  fide  of  the  Ohio ;  and  being  equipped  on  horfer 
back,  fet  out  for  Sandufky,  where  the  remaining  pail: 
of  the  Moravian  Indians  refided,  in  order  to  deftroy 
that  fettlement,  and  other  Indian  towns  in  thofe  parts; 

X    . 
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.17 St. but  the  Wyondats,  and  other  Indians,  having  fome 
knowledge  of  their  approach,  and  being  enraged  at  the 
mafTacre,  met  them  near  Sandulky,  when  an  engage- 
ment enfued,  in  which  ihme  of  the  white  people  were 
killed,  and  feveral  taken  prifoners,  among  whom  was 
the  commander,  coL  Crawford,  and  his  fon  in  law. 
The  colonel  they  burnt  to  death  in  the  moft  cruel  man- 
ner 3  the  other,  with  more  prifoners,  they  tomahawked. 
The  cruelty  exercifed  on  the  colonel  and  the  death  of 
the  prifoners,  was  undoubtedly  owing  in  the  main  to  the 
-murder  of  the  peaceable  Moravian  Indians  *. 

General  Wafhington,  in  Auguft,  eftabliihed  honorary 
badges  of  diftinction,  to  be  conferred  on  the  non-com- 
miffioned  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  army,  who  had 
ferved  three  years  with  bravery,  fidelity  and  good  con- 
duel  -,  and  upon  every  one  who  had  or  fhould  perform 
any  lingularly  meritorious  acYion.  The  candidate  for 
the  reward  annexed  to  fuch.  action,  was  to  fet  forth  the 
particular  fa6l  to  the  commander  in  chief,  accompanied 
with  inconteflible  proof.  Upon  granting  it,  the  name 
and  regiment  of  the  perfon,  with  the  action  to  'certified, 
were  to  be  enrolled  in  a  bock  of  merit,,  kept  in  the  or- 
derly office.  Men  who  have  merited  the  laft  diftinction, 
are  to  be  fuifered  to  pafs  all  guards  and  fentinels,  which 
a  non-commuTioned  officer  is  fuffered  to  pafs.  Military 
operations  being  fufpended,  the  opportunity  has  been 
-improved  for  perfecting  the  difcipline  of  the  army. 

*  The  above  account  is  extracted  from  fome— Obfervations  on  the 
Tituation,  difp'ofition  and  character  of  $ie  Indian  natives  on  the  Ame- 
lican  continent,  by  that  late  moft  excellent  phiianthropiil;  of  the  quake r 
perfuaiion,  Anthony  Eenezet  of  Philadelphia.  The  American  papers 
told  a  different  ftory,  fuch  as  was  calculated  to  exculpate  their  own 
people, 

The 
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The  court  of  Verfaiiles  ordered  that  the  corps  under 
count  de  Rochambeau  fhould  go  to  the  Weft  Indies,  in 
cafe  the  evacuation  of  New  York  or  Charleftown  fhould 
take  place.  In  expectation  that  the  latter  would  happen, 
the  French  legion  marched  from  Plichmond  in  Virginia, 
and  the  French  army  under  the  count  from  Williamf- 
burghj  to  the  northward,  in  the  beginning  of  July.  To- 
ward the  laft  of  October,  they  proceeded  to  the  eaftern 
dates  under  the  pretext  of  taking  winter  quarters  there; 
but  in  Fact  with  the  defign  of  embarking  on  board  ths 
French  fquadron  of  15  fail  of  the  line  and  4  frigates, 
(which  arrived  under  the  command  of  the  marquis  de 
Vaudreuil  in  the  lower  harbour  of  Bofton,  on  the  icth  of 
Auguil)  whenever  the  evacuation,  on  which  the  ultimate 
movement  depended,  fhould  be  fufficiently  afcertained. 

When  Rochambeau  was  about  leaving  Williamf- 
burgh,  the  city  and  corporation  prefented  him  witli 
a  polite  and  affectionate  addreis.  His  anfwer  clofed 
with — cc  I  feel  an  additional  fatisfaction  in  having  fought 
in  Virginia,  under  the  auipices  of  a  Virginia  general, 
whofe  glory,  equally  celebrated  in  both  hemifpheres, 
fhtnes  with  particular  luftre  in  his  native  country."  The 
count  arrived  at  gen.  Wafhington's  head  quarters  on  the 
1 4th  of  September.  Soon  after,  the  French  army  joined 
the  American ;  and  was  reviewed  by  the  commander  in 
chief  on  the  2Oth.  Affection,  efteem,  and  cordiality, 
were  equally  vifible  in  the  countenances  of  the  French 
officers  and  of  the  Americans.  The  four  divifions  of 
the  French  army  arrived  at  Bofton  in  the  firft  week  of 
December,  under  the  command  of  the  baron  Viomenil, 
who  is  ordered  to  the  Weft  Indies  inftead  of  count  de 
Rochambeau :  the  count  returns  to  France.  On  the 

nth, 
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1782.  nth,  gov.  Hancock  and  the  council  gave  a  public  din- 
ner to  the  general  and  field  officers,  the  marquis  de 
Vaudreuil  and  the  principal  officers  in  the  fleet.  The 
Magnifique,  a  74  gun  ihip,  one  of  the  fleet,  having  been 
loft  by  accident  in  the  harbour  of  Boflon,  congrefs,  de- 
firous  of  teftifying  the  fenfe  they  entertained  of  his  moil 
ehriftian  majefty's  generous  exertions  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  refolved  on  the  jd  of  September,  to  pre- 
fent  the  America,  a  74  gun  fhip,  to  the  chevalier  de  la 
Luzerne  for  the  fervice  of  the  French  king.  The  fleet 
failed  with  the  army  on  the  29th  of  December, 

On  the  20th  of  December,  the  celebrated  Charleftown 
frigate,  commanded  by  capt.  Joiner,  and  (according  to 
the  New  York  account)  carrying  28  forty- two  pound- 
ers mounted  on  her  main  deck,  and  on  the  quarter- 
deck and  forecaflle  1 2  twelve  pounders,  and  450  men, 
was  taken  by  the  Britifh  Quebec  of  33  guns  and  Dio- 
mede  of  44,  after  a  chafe  of  1 8  hours  and  a  half  from 
off  the  Delaware. 

The  demand  for  bibles  being  great  and  the  price  high, 
in  confequence  of  the  war,  Mr,  Aitken,  a  printer  at 
Philadelphia,  undertook  and  finiftied  an  American  edi- 
tion of  the  holy  fcriptures  in  Englifh,  the  firft  of  the 
kind.  Congrefs  on  the  ift  of  laft  September,  recom- 
mended it  to  their  two  chaplains  (the  Rev.  Dr.  White  * 
an  epifcopalian,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duffield  a  prefbyte- 
rian)  to  examine  the  execution  of  the  work,  and  if  ap- 
proved, to  give  it  the  fen&ion  of  their  judgment  and 
weight  of  their  recommendation.  They  reported  in 

*  Since  ordained  a  bifiiop  according  to  the  rites,  and  by  the  hands 
of  the  bifoops,  of  the  church  of  England, 
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favor  of  it,  that  they  were  of  opinion  that  it  was  exe-  1782* 
cuted  with  great  accuracy  as  to  the  fenfe,  and  with  as 
few  grammatkal  and  typographical  errors  as  could  be 
expected  in  a  work  of  fuch  magnitude.  Whereupon 
congrefs  pafled  a  refolve  on  the  i2th  of  September, 
highly  approving  the  pious  and  laudable  undertaking  of 
Mr.  Aitken,  and  recommending  his  edition  of  the  bible 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States.  Notwithftand- 
Ing  this  recommendation,  Ihould  the  war  clofe  in  a  fhort 
time,  imported  bibles  will  be  fold  fo  much  cheaper,  and 
on  that  account  be  fo  univerfally  bought,  that  Mr.  Ait- 
ken  will  be  a  confiderable  lofer  by  the  great  expence 
which  neceiiarily  attended  his  undertaking. 

This  town  of  Roxbury  has  given  each  of  the  three 
years  men  whom  they  inlifted  for  the  army  in  1781  and 
1782,  a  bounty  of  not  lefs  than  fifty-fix  pounds  fivd 
fhillings  ilerling,  hard  money.  The  bounties  given  by 
the  towns  in  the  Maflachufetts  for  (imilar  purpofes  for 
the  laft  of  thefe  years,  will  average  64!.  4$.  yd.  fterling, 
in  cafh,  on  every  fuch  recruit.  The  enormity  of  the 
fum  has  proved  an  heavy  burden  to  numbers  who  have 
Jhared  in  the  expence. 


LET- 
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Paris,  Dec.  3,  1782,. 
FRIZNP  G. 

1785.  r  PHE  Dutch  fleet  having  returned  to  the  Texel,  and 

•*•     the  Britifh  convoy  from  the  Baltic  being  out  of 

danger,  the  fhips  fent  to  the  Downs  to  attend  the  mo- 

tions of  the  Dutch,  returned  to  accompany  the  Britifh 

fleet  in  their  expedition  to  Gibraltar.     Upon  the  June- 

S^pt-  tion  lord  Howe  failed  from  Portfmouth,  with  3.3  fhips 
of  the  line,  feveral  frigates  and  firefliips,  a  fleet  of 
tranfports,  victuallers  and  ftorefhips,  with  a  body  of 
troops  on  board  for  the  relief  of  the  garrifon.  He  was 
accompanied  by  the  admirals  Harrington,  Milbanke, 
Hood,  and  Sir  R.  Hughes,  by  commodore  Hothams 
and  an  able  brave  let  of  naval  officers. 

After  the  reduction  of  Minorca,  tl>e  duke  de  Crillon 
was  appointed  captain  general  of  the  Spanish  forces,  and 
was  deftined  to  attempt  the  recovery  of  Gibraltar.  No 
mean  was  negk&ed,  nor  expence  fpared  to  infure  fuc- 
cefs.  Ambition,  honor,  pride,  revenge,  all  united  in 
urging  to  the  utmoft  exertions  for  the  conqueft  of  the 
place  ;  and  as  all  former  ones  had  failed,  the  invention 
and  application  of  fuch  as  were  new  became  neceflary. 
The  chevalier  D'Arcon,  a  French  engineer,  was  con- 
fided in  as  being  equal  to  the  fervice.  A  plan  had  been 
propofed  by  him  in  the  latter  part  of  the  preceding  year. 
The  preparations  though  vaft,  and  extremely  expenfive, 

were 
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were  nearly  completed;  and  the  reduction  of  the  place  1783, 
was  not  only  deemed  certain,  but  the  powers  to  be  ufed 
were  fo  prodigious  and  formidable,  that  little  lefs  than 
the  annihilation  of  the  fortrefs  was  expected  to  be  the 
confequence  of  any  great  obftinacy  of  defence  in  the 
garrifon.  The  plan  of  the  chevalier  was,  to  conftruct, 
from  (hips,  floating  batteries  that  could  not  be  funk  or 
fired*  They  were  to  be  fecured  from  finking,  by  the 
extraordinary  thicknefs  of  timber,  with  which  their  keels 
and  bottoms  were  to  be  fortified;  and  which  was  to 
render  them  proof  in  that  refpect  againft  all  external  or 
internal  violence.  They  were  to  be  defended  from  being 
fired,  by  having  their  fides  fecured  with  a  ftrong  wall, 
compofed  of  timber  and  cork,  long  foaked  in  water, 
and  including  between  them  a  large  body  of  wet  fand  ; 
the  whole  of  fuch  a  thicknefs,  that  no  cannon  ball  fhould 
penetrate  within  two  feet  of  the  inner  partition.  A  con- 
ftant  fupply  of  water  was  to  keep  the  parts  expofed  to 
fire  alway  wet ;  and  the  cork  was  to  act  as  a  fponge  in 
retaining  the  moifture. 

Ten  great  ihips,  from  600  to  1400  ton  burden,  were 
cut  down  to  the  ftate  required  by  the  plan  ;  and  200,000 
feet  of  timber  worked  into  their  conftruction.  To  pro- 
tect them  from  bombs,  and  the  men  from  grape  or 
defcending  fhot,  a  hanging  roof  was  contrived,  to  be 
worked  up  and  down  by  fprings  at  pleafure.  The  roof 
was  made  of  a  'firong  rope-work  netting,  laid  over  with 
a  thick  covering  of  wet  hides :  its  doping  pofition  was 
calculated  to  prevent  the  {hells  from  lodging,  and  to 
throw  them  off  into  the  fea,  before  they  could  take  ef- 
fect. The  batteries  were  covered  with  new  brafs  cannon 
•ef  great  weight ;  and  about  half  the  number  of  fpare 

guns, 
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guns,  of  the  fame  kind,  were  kept  ready,  inftandy  tor 
fupply  the  place  of  thofe  which  might  be  over-heated, 
or  Otherwife  difabled.  That  the  fire  of  thefe  guns  might 
be  the  more  inftantaneous  and  effective,  the  chevalier 
had  contrived  a  kind  of  match,  by  which  all  the  guns  on 
the  battery  were  to  go  off  together.  Red-hot  fhot  from 
the  fortrefs  was  what  the  Spaniards  moft  dreaded.  To 
reilrain  its  effect  there  was  a  contrivance  for  communi- 
cating water  in  every  direction.  A  great  variety  of  pipes 
and  canals  perforated  all  the  -folid  workmanfhip  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  a  continued  fuccefiion  of  water  was  to 
be  conveyed  to  every  part  of  the  veffels;  a  number  of 
pumps  being  adapted  to  the  purpofe  of  an  unlimited 
fupply.  By  this  mean  it  was  expected,  that  the  red-hot 
fhot  would  operate  to  the  remedy  of  its  own  mifchief, 
and  procure  its  immediate  extinction  by  cutting  through 
the  pipes. 

The  preparation  was  enormous  in  other  refpects. 
About  1 200  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance  had  been  brought 
to  the  fpot,  for  the  numerous  intended  purpofes  of  at- 
tack by  fea  and  land.  The  quantities  of  every  kind  of 
military  ftore  were  immenfe.  The  gunpowder  only  is 
{aid  to  have  exceeded  83,000  barrels.  Forty  gun-boats 
with  heavy  artillery,  as  many  bomb-boats  with  1 2  inch 
mortars,  belide  a  large  floating  battery,  and  five  bomb 
ketches  on  the  ufual  conftruction,  were  appointed  to  fe- 
cond  the  efforts  of  the  great  battering  veffels.  Nearly 
all  the  frigates,  and  fmaller  armed  veffels  of  the  king- 
dom were  affembled,  to  afford  fuch  aid  as  they  might 
.be  capable  of;  and  between  2  and  300  large  boats  were 
collected,  which  with  thofe  already  in  the  vicinity,  were 
to  minister  to  the  fighting  veffels  during -action,  and  to 

land 
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land  troops  as  foon  as  the  fortrefs  was  difmantled.  The 
combined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain,  amounting  to 
about  50  ihips  of  the  line,  were  to  cover  and  fnppcrt 
the  attack,  while  they  heightened  the  terrors  and  mag- 
nificence of  the  fcene. 

The  preparations  by  land  were  no  lefs  confiderable. 
Twelve  thoufand  French  troops  joined  the  Spaniards. 
The  duke  de  Crillon  was  aflifted  by  a  number  of  the 
bed  officers  of  both  countries,  and  particularly  of  the 
beft  engineers  and  artillerifts  of  his  own.  The  fame  of 
thefe  extraordinary  preparations  drew  volunteers  from 
every  part  of  Europe  to  the  camp  before  Gibraltar; 
and  not  only  the  nobility  of  Spain,  but  of  other  coun- 
tries affembled,  either  to  difplay  their  valor,  or  to  gra- 
tify curiofity  in  beholding  fuch  a  naval  and  military  fpec- 
tacle,  as  had  fcarcely  been  before  exhibited.  The  count 
de  Artois,  the  French  king's  brother,  and  his  coufin 
the  duke  de  Bourbon,  feemed  eager  to  immortalize 
their  names,  by  partaking  in  the  glory  of  recovering 
Gibraltar  to  the  crown  of  their  kinfman  and  ally.  Their 
arrival  increafed  the  fplendor  of  the  fcene ;  and  afforded 
an  opportunity  for  the  difplay  of  that  politenefs,  and 
the  exercife  of  thofe  civilities,  by  which  the  refined 
manners  of  modern  Europe,  have  diverted  war  of  many 
parts  of  its  ancient  barbarity.  Some  packets,  contain- 
ing a  number  of  letters  directed  to  the  officers  in  Gi- 
braltar, having  /alien  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards, 
were  tranfmitted  to  Madrid,  where  they  lay  when  the 
count  de  Artois  arrived  at  that  capital.  The  prince,  in 
the  true  fpirit  of  generofity,  obtained  the  packets  from 
the  Spanifh  king,  and  conveyed  them  under  his  own 
•care  to  the  camp, 

The 
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1782*  The  tranfmiffion  of  the  packets  to  Gibraltar,  afford- 
ed an  opportunity  to  the  duke  de  Crillon  of  accompa- 
nying them  with  a  letter  to  gen.  Elliot,  in  which,  be- 
fide  informing  him  of  the  arrival  of  the  French  princes, 
and  of  this  particular  mark  of  attention  fhown  by  the 
count,  he  further  acquainted  him,  that  he  was  charged 
by  them  refpectively,  to  convey  to  the  general  the 
ftrongeft  exprefllons  of  their  regard  and  efteem  for  his 
perfon  and  charafler.  The  duke  exprefled  his  own  in 
the  moil  flattering  terms.  He  alfo  requeiled  in  the 
moil  obliging  manner,  that  the  general  would  accept  of 
a  prefent  of  fruit  and  vegetables  for  his  own  ufe,  and 
of  fome  ice  and  partridges  for  the  gentlemen  of  his 
houfehold ;  further  entreating,  that  as  he  knew  the  ge- 
neral lived  entirely  on  vegetables,  he  would  acquaint 
him  with  the  particular  kinds  which -he  liked  bed,  with 
a  view  to  his  regular'fupply.  The  whole  letter  may  be 
viewed  as  a  model  of  military  politenefs. 

General  Elliot  was  not  lefs  polite  or  obliging  in  his 
anfwcr,  whether  with  reipect  to  the  duke  himfelf,  or  to 
the  princes.  But  he  informed  the  duke,  that  in  ac- 
cepting the  prefent,  he  had  broken  through  a  refolution, 
which  he  had  invariably  adhered  to  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  which  was,  never  to  receive  or  pro- 
cure by  any  mean  whatever,  any  provifions  or  other 
commodity  for  his  own  private  ufe.  He  declared  that 
every  thing  was  fold  publicly  in  the  garrifon,  fo  that  the 
private  foldier,  if  he  had  money,  might  become  a  pur- 
chafer  with  the  fame  facility  as  the  governor ;  and  that 
he  made  it  a  point  of  honor  to  partake  of  both  plenty 
and  fcarcity,  in  common  with  the  lowefc  of  his  brave 
fellow  foldiers.  He  therefore  entreated  the  duke,  not 

to 
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to  heap  up  any  more  favors  of  the  fame  kind  upon  him,  1782* 
as  he  could  not  in  future  apply  them  to  his  own  ufe. 

The  French  princes  arrived  at  the  camp  about  the 
middle  of  Auguft ;  .and  after  examining  the  ftate  of  the 
preparations  by  land,  reviewed  the  new  and  extraordi- 
nary machines  contrived  by  the  chevalier  D'Arcon  :  in 
doing  it  they  were  accompanied  by  all  the  principal 
commanders  of  both  nations,  whether  in  the  land  or 
naval  fervice.  The  confidence  afterward  placed  in  the 
effect  to  be  produced  by  thefe  machines  was  extrava- 
gant; and  the  impatience  of  the  combined  forces  both 
by  fea  and  land  for  action  became  excelTive.  The  ap- 
prehenfion  of  lord  Howe'sa'rrival  ferved  to  quicken  the 
determinations  of  the  Spanifh  court,  and  to  accelerate 
the  operations  of  the  fleet  and  army. 

While  gen.  Elliot  obferved  the  gathering  ftorm,  he 
could  obtain  only  fome  general  knowledge  of  the  mighty 
preparations  that  were  making.  He  was  utterly  in  the 
dark  as  to  the  nature,  conftruction  and  mode  of  opera- 
tion of  the  new  invented  batteries.  He  provided  how- 
ever for  every  circumftance  of  danger  which  could  be 
imagined,  and  for  the  reception  of  every  enemy,  what- 
ever might  be  his  mode  of  operation.  Obferving  that 
the  Spanifh  works  on  the  land  fide  were  nearly  com- 
pleted, the  general  determined  on  trying  how  far  a  vi- 
gorous cannonade  and  bombardment,  with  red-hot  balls, 
carcafles  and  (hells,  might  operate  to  their  deflru&ion. 
A  powerful  and  well  directed  firing  was  commenced  \py  the  $ept,. 
garrifon  at  feven  in  the  morning,  and  fupported  through  8* 
the  day  with  admirable  (kill  and  dexterity.  By  ten,  two 
of  the  Spanifh  batteries  were  in  flames,  and  by  five  in 
the  evening  entirely  confamed,  together  with;  their  gun 
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1782.  carriages,  platforms  and  -  magazines,  although  the  latter 
were  bomb  proof.  A  great  part  of  the  communica- 
tions to  the  eaftern  parallel,  and  of  the  trenches  and  pa- 
rapet for  mufketry  were  likewife  deftroyed,  and  a  large 
battery  near  the  bay  much  damaged.  The  enemy's 
works  were  on  fire  in  fifty  places  at  the  fame  inftant. 

This  attack  appears  to  have  been  refented  by  the  al- 
lied .commanders,  fo  as  to  have  precipitated  their  mea- 
fures.  A  new  battery  of  64  heavy  cannon  was  opened 
By  break  of  day  the  next  morning,  which  with  the  can- 
non in  their  lines,  and  above  60  mortars,  continued  to 
pour  their  fhot  and  fhells  upon  the  garrifon  without  in- 
termirTion,  through  the  whole  day.  At  the  fame  time, 
nine  fhips  of  the  line,  with  fome  frigates  and  fmaller 
veflels,  taking  the  advantage  of  the  wind,  pafled  flowly 
by.  the  works,  .and  difcharged  their  ihot  at  the  fouth  bai- 
tion,  continuing  their  cannonade,  until  they  had  palled 
Europa  point.  They  then  formed,  and  came  to  the 
attack  of  the  batteries  on  Europa  point,  and  com- 
menced a  heavy  fire,  which  Jailed  till  they  were  entirely 
gaffed. 

*The  fmall  Britifh  marine  force  at  Gibraltar  under  capt. 
Curtis,  being  {hut  up  by  the  fuperiprity  of  the  enemy 
from  exertion  on  their  proper  element,  was  formed  into 
a  diftin6t  corps,  under  the  name  of.  the  marine  brigade, 
and  Curtis  held  the  rank  and  title  of  brigadier  as  their 
commander.  The  defence  of  the  .batteries  on  Europa 
point  was  committed  to  him  and  his  corps.  They  dif-. 
; charged  their  truft  ib  well,  that  having  repeatedly  (truck 
the  enemy  in  the  firft  attack,  the  veflels  were  afterward 
kept  at  a  fafe  diflance. 
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The  firing  from  the  iilhrrius  was  renewed  on  the  loth, 
and  continued  the  fucceeding  days,  at  the  rate  of  -6500 
cannon  fhot  and  1080  fhells,  in  every  24  hours.     The 
gun  and  mortar  boats  were  alfo  added  to  the  other  in- 
itruments  of  dcftruction.     Their  combined  force  pro^ 
duced  little  effect,  either  with  refpect  to  the  lofs  of  men 
in  the  garrifcn,  or  the  damage  done  to  the  works.     At 
length  the  combined  Meets  arrived  at  Algeziras,  and  with 
thofe  already  on  the  fpot,  amounted  to  44  fail  of  the 
line,  befide  three  inferior  two  deckers.     The  new  in-* 
vented  battering  vefiels  were  likewife  in  readinefs.    Their. 
batteries  were  covered  with  142  pieces  of  new  heavy 
brafs  cannon.     The  Paftora,  the  admiral's  vefiel,  had 
2i  guns  mounted  and    10  in  referve.     The  Prince  of 
NafTau's  was  of  the  fame  force.      Thirty-fix  artillery 
men  and  volunteers  from  the  Spanifh  and  French  armies 
were  allotted  to  the  fervice  of  each  gun  :  thefe  being 
exclnfive  of  the  officers  and  feamen  who  navigated  the 
vefTels,  the  whole  number  on  board  was  eiti  mated  at 
between  6  and  7000  men.     The  gun  and  mortar  boats, 
with  the  floating  batteries  and  the  bomb  ketches,  were 
to  carry  on  their  attacks  in  every  poflible  direction,  while 
the  fire  of  the  battering  fhips  was  pointed  againft  their 
deftined  objects.      By  this  mean,    and  by  the  fire  of 
near  300  cannon,  mortars  and  howitzers  from  the  ifth-* 
mus,  it  was  intended,  that,  every  part  of  the  works  being 
attacked  at  the- fame  inftant,  and  every  quarter  prefenu 
ing  a  fimilar  face  of  danger,  the  refinance  of  the  gar- 
rifon  fhould  become  generally  ineffective,    and  totally 
unequal  to  the  accumulated  weight  and  force  of  the 
grand  attack. 

y  a  AC 
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At  eight  in  the  morning,  the  ten  battering  fhips  com- 
mandeded  by  admiral  Don  Buenventura  Moreno,  were 
put  in  motion>  and  proceeded  to  their  feveral  ftations. 
Between  nine  and  ten  they  came  to  an  anchor,  in  a  line 
from  the  old  to  the  new  Mole,  parallel  to  the  rock,  and 
from  icoo  to  1200  yards  diftant.  The  admiral's  fliip 
was  Rationed  oppofite  the  king's  baftion  j  and  the  others 
took  their  appointed  places,  fucceffively  and  with  great 
regularity,  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  admiral.  The 
furrounding  hills  were  covered  with  people,  as  though 
all  Spain  had  afiembled  to  behold  the  fpectacle. 
.  The  cannonade  and  bombardment,  on  all  fides  and  in 
all  directions,  from  the  ifthmus,  the  fea,  and  the  various 
works  of  the  fortrefs,  was  tremendoufly  magnificent  be- 
yond defcription.  The  prodigious  Ihowers  of  red-hct 
balls,  of  bombs  and  of  carcafTes,  which  filled  the  air, 
'and  were  without  intermifTion  thrown  from  the  garrifon, 
to  every  point  of  the  various  attacks,  both  by  fea  and 
land,  aftonifhed  the  commanders  of  the  allied  forces ; 
who  could  not  conceive  how  gen.  Elliot  had  been  able 
to  conftruft  and  manage  fuch  a  multitude  of  furnaces, 
as  they  deemed  neceifary  for  the  heating  of  the  quan- 
tity of  fhot  thrown.  The  number  of  red-hot  balls, 
which  only  the  battering  fhips  received  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day,  was  eilirnated  at  not  lefs  than  4000.  The  pe- 
ftinfula  feemed  at  the  fame  time  fo  be  overwhelmed  in 
the  torrents  of  fire,  inceffantly  poured  upon  it. 

The  battering  fhips  were  fo  well  conftructed  for  with- 
ftanding  the  combined  powers  of  fire  and  artillery,  that 
for  feveral  hours  the  continued  fhowers  of  fhells  and  hot 
fliot  with  which  they  were  afTailed,  were  not  capable  of 
•making  any  vifible  impreflion  upon  them.  But  about 
2  two 
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two  o'clock  the  admiral's  Ihip  was  obferved  to  fmoke.  I7 
The  fire,  though  kept  under,  during  the  day  light,  could 
not  be  thoroughly  fubdued.  After  a  time,  the  Prince 
of  Naffau's  fhip  was  difcovered  to  be  in  the  fame  con- 
dition. The  diforder  that  took  place  in  thefe  two  com- 
manding fhips,  affected  the  whole  line  of  attack ;  and 
by  the  evening  the  fire  from  the  fortrefs  had  gained  a 
decided  fuperiority.  This  fire  was  continued  with  equal 
vigor  through  the  night ;  and  by  one  in  the  morning, 
the  two  firft  fhips  were  in  flames,  and  feveral  others  vi- 
fibly  on  fire.  Continual  fignals  to  the  fleet  were  fuffi- 
ciently  expreffive  of  their  extreme  diftrefs  and  danger. 
All  means  were  ufed  by  the  fleet  to  afford  afilftance  : 
but  as  it  was  judged  impofiible  to  remove  the  battering 
fhips,  their  endeavours  were  only  directed  to  the^  bring- 
ing off  the  men.  A  great  number  of  boats  were  ac- 
cordingly employed,  and  much  intrepidity  was  difplay- 
ed  in  the  attempts  for  this  purpofe, 

Captain  Curtis,  to  complete  the  general  corrfufion 
and  ckftruction,  manned  his  twelve  gun-boats  with  his 
marine  brigade ;  and  drew  them  up  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  flank  the  line  of  battering  Ihips.  Each  of  his  boats 
carried  a  24  or  1 8  pounder,  and  by  its  low  fire  and 
fixed  aim,  was  not  a  little  formidable.  The  battering 
Ihips  were  foon  overwhelmed  by  the  inceffant  fire  from 
the  garrifon,  and  by  that  of  the  Britifh  gun-boats,  raking 
the  whole  extent  of  their  line.  The  fcene  was  now 
wrought  up  to  the  higheft  point  of  calamity.  The 
Spaniih  boats  no  longer  dared  to  approach  j  but  were  ' 
compelled  to  abandon  their  fhips  and  friends  to  the  flames, 
or  to  the  mercy  and  humanity  of  a  heated  enemy.  Se- 
veral of  their  boats  and  launches  had  been  funk  before 

Y  3  they 
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they  fubmitted  to  this  neceffity.  The  day  light  at  length 
appearing,  two  S,panifh  feluccas,  which  had  not  efcaped 
with  the  others,  attempted  to  get  out  of  the  danger; 
but  a  (hot  from  a  gun-boat  having  killed  feveral  men 
on  board  one  of  them,  both  were  glad  to  furrender. 

The  horrors  of  the  night  were  terrible  j  but  the  open- 
ing of  the  day  difclofed  a  fpectacle  flill  more  painful. 
Numbers  of  men  were  feen  in  the  mid  (I  of  the  flames- 
crying  out  for  pity  and  help ;  others  floating  on  pieces 
of  timber,  expofed  to  equal  danger  from  the  oppofite 
element.  Thpfe  in  the  fnips  where  the  fire  had  made  a 
lefs  progrefs,  exprefied  in  their  looks,  geftures  and  words> 
the  deeped  diftrefs  and  defpair;  and  were  equally  urgent 
in  imploring  afll.ftance.  The  fire  both  from  the  garrU 
ion  and  gun-beats  inilantly  ccafect ;  and  every  danger 
was  encountered  by  capt.  Curtis  and  his  marine  brigade, 
in  endeavouring  to  refcue.t!  >e  diftreffed  enemy  from  fur- 
rounding  deftruclion. . .  In  thefe  efforts  the  boats  were 
expofed  to  the  peril  arifing  from  the  continual  difcharge, 
en  all  fides  of  the  artillery,  as  the  guns  became  heated 
to  a  cettain  degree,  and  from  the  blowing  up  of  the  bat- 
tering Ihips  as  the  fire  reached  their  magazines.  A 
mpre  flriking..  inftance  of  the  ardor  and  boldnefs  with 
which  the  marine  brigade  acleci,  needs  not  be  given-, 
than  that  of  an  officer  and  29  privates  (all  feverely  ;woundr 
ed)  being  dragged  out  from  among  the  flaia  in  the  holds 
of  the  burning  vetTels,  moil  of  whom  recovered  in  die 
-hofpital  at  Gibraltar. 

-      Captain  Curtis  was  repeatedly  in  the. mod  knn-iinent 

danger ;  particular]}^  fo  when  his  pinnace  was  clofe  to 

.one  of  the   larger!  iliips    at  the  time  ilie    blew   up: 

:  every  pbjedt  was  for  a  confiderable  while  buried  iji 

a  thicl-c 
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a  thick  cloud  of  fmoke,  gen.  Elliot  and  the  garrifon 
fuffered  the  mod  poignant  diftrefs,  confidering  the  fate 
of  their  friend  as  inevitable.  Thirteen  officers  and  344 
men  were  faved  by  the  exertions  of  the  brigade.  It  was 
happy,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  troops  and  feamen 
had  been  removed,  before  capt.  Curtis  could  make  his 
attack  with  the  gun  boats.  It  is  thought  however  that 
the  enemy  loft  1500  men,  prifoners  and  wounded  in- 
cluded, in  their  attack  by  fea. 

Admiral  Don  Moreno  left  his  flag  flying  when  he 
abandoned  his  fhip,  in  which  (late  it  continued,  till  k 
was  confumed  or  blown  up  with  the  veflfel.  Eight  more 
"fhips  blew  up  fuccefllvely  in  the  courfe  of  the  day. 
The  tenth  was  burnt  by  the  Britifh,  there  being  no  pof- 
fibility  of  preferving  her  for  fcrvice.  The  lofs  fuftained 
by  the  allies  on  the  ifthmus  during  the  attack  cannot  be 
afcertained.  The  lofs  of  the  garrifon  was  nearly  con- 
fined to  the  artillery  corps  and  the  marine  brigade. 
From  the  9th  of  Anguft  to  the  iyth  of  Oftober,  the 
whole  number  of  non-commifTioned  officers  and  private 
men  (lain,  amounted  to  fixty-five  only,  the  wounded  were- 
388,  befide  twelve  commiflioned  officers. 

Such  was  the  fignal  and  complete  defenfive  vidbory, 
obtained  by  a  comparatively  handful  of  brave  men, -over 
the  combined  land  and  naval  efforts  of  two  great  and  pow- 
erful nation,  who  for  the  attainment  of  a  favorite  object, 
exceeded  all  former  example,  as  well  in  the  magnitude, 
as  in  the  formidable  nature  of  their  preparations. 
•-  The  allies  were  now  compelled  to  reft  their  hopes  of 
recovering  Gibraltar,  on  the  reduction  of  the  garrifon 
to  a  furrender,  through  the  mere  failure1  of  ammunition 
and  provifions.  But  this  was  not  to  be  effected/.  ui\kfs 
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,$782.  they  could  defeat  lord  Howe,  or  at  leaft  prevent  his 
throwing  in  the  intended  relief.  Mean  while  his  lord- 
ftiip  met  with  much  delay,  through  winds  and  weather, 
on  his  way  to  Gibraltar;  which  was  rendered  exceedingly 
irkfome,  by  the  anxiety  that  prevailed  relative  to  the 
fortrefs,  under  a  knowledge  of  the  menaced  attack. 
This  anxiety  was  not  removed  till  the  fleet  had  arrived 
near  the  fcene  of  adion ;  when  advice  was  alfo  received, 
that  the  united  fleets,  confiding  of  50  fail  of  three  and 
two  deckers,  had  taken  their  ftation  in  the  bay  of  Gib- 
raltar. 
* 

At  this  critical  point  of  time,  a  violent  gale  of  wind 
in  the  Straits,  threw  the  combined  fleets  into  the  greateft 
£^  diforder,  and  expofed  them  to  no  fmail  danger.  It 
10.  happened  in  the  night  of  O6bober  the  iothj  and  during 
the  ftorm  a  frigate  and  one  fhip  of  the  line  were  driven 
afhore,  a  fecond  loft  her  foremaft  and  bowfprit,  two 
more  were  driven  out  of  the  bay  to  the  eaftward,  and 
many  others  fuffered  more  or  lefs  damage.  The  St. 
Michael,  a  fine  Spanifh  fhip  of  72  guns,  was  driven  un- 
der the  works  of  Gibraltar,  where  ihe  ran  aground  and 
was  taken  by  the  boats  of  the  garrifon.  Her  comman- 
der, with  650  feamen  and  folcliers,  became  prifoners  of 
war.  The  allies  difcovering  the  fate  of  the  St.  Michael, 
threw  a  number  of  fhells  in  hope  of  defboying  her  as 
fhe  lay  afhore.  The  Britifh  however  got  her«off  in  three 
or  four  daysj  without  her  having  fuffered  any  effential 
damage. 

ji«  On  the  morning  that  fucceeded  the  ftorm,  the  Britifh 
fleet  entered  the  Straits,  in  a  clofe  line  of  battle  a-head;- 
and  about  an  hour  after  night,  the  van  arriving  off  the 
of  Gibraltar,  an  opportunity  was  afforded  to  the 

ftore 
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(lore  (hips  of  reaching  their  deftined  anchorage  without  1782, 
any  moleftation  from  the  enemy ;  but  for  want  of  timely- 
attention  to  the  circumftances  of  the  navigation,  pointed 
out  in  the  inftrudtipns  communicated  to  the  captains, 
only  four  of  the  31  fail  which  accompanied  the  fleet 
effected  their  purpofe.  The  reft  having  miffed  the  Bay, 
were  driven  through  the  Straits  into  the  Mediterranean 
during  the  night,  and  were  no  fmall  encumbrance  to  the 
fleet  in  its  fubfequent  operations. 

While  lord  Howe  was  colle&ing  his  convoy  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  preparing  to  efcort  them  back  to 
Gibraltar,  the  enemy  were  under  no  fmall  anxiety  for  the 
two  line  of  battle  fhips,  which  had  been  driven  into  the 
Mediterranean  on  the  night  of  the  ftorm.  To  recover 
thefe,  and  in  hope  of  intercepting,  or  preventing  the 
return  of  the  (lore  fhips,  the  combined  fleet  iailcd  froa} 
Algeziras  on  the  ijth. 

The  Britiih  fleet  was  abreaft  of  Fungarola,  a  lanre 
port  town  between  Malaga  and  Gibraltar,  when  advice 
was  received  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  While, 
upon  this  intelligence,  the  fleet  was  clofmg  and  forming 
a  line  of  battle,  the  Buffalo  of  60  guns  was  detached 
with  thofe  ftore  fhips  which  had  been  collected,  to  the 
Zefarine  iilands,  lying  on  the  coafl  of  Barbary,  about 
60  leagues  above  Gibraltar.  The  Panther,  of  the  fame 
force,  being  left  in  the  bay  of  Gibraltar  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  ftore  Tnips  as  they  arrived,. lord  Howe's  force 
now  amounted  only  to  31  fail  of  the  line. 

Near  iun-fet,  the  combined  fleets  were  defcried  in. 
great  force  at  about  fix  leagues  diflance,  in  line  of  battle, 
with  a  ftrong  wind  full  in  their  favor,  and  bearing  di- 
rectly  down  upon  the  Britifh  fleet.  They  amounted  to 
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*782»  64  fail,  about  42  appeared  to  be  of  the  line,  including 
feveral  large  three  deckers.  By  day  light  the  next 
morning,  they  -  were  perceived  clofe  in  with  the  land, 
and  at  fuch  a  diftance  as  not  to  be  vifible  from  the  deck. 
During  their  movements  they  had  recovered  the  two 
miffing  fhips. 

In  the  morning  it  was  difcovered,  that  feveral  tranf- 
ports  had  not  proceeded  with  the  Buffalo,  and  that  others  , 
had  J9ined  lord  Howe  in  the  night.  Upon  this  account, 
the  wind  becoming  favorable,  the  fleet  proceeded  in  or- 
der of  battle  toward  the  Straits,  and  parted  eighteen  of 
the  convoy  fafe  to  Gibraltar  bay.  By  the  i8th,  the 
veflfels  under  the  care  of  the  Buffalo  rejoined  the  fleet 
and  were  fent  in.  The  two  regiments  on  board  the 
fhips  of  war  and  frigates  were  landed  -,  and  the  fcarcity 
of  ammunition  in  the  garrifon  was  removed  by  a  fupply 
of  1500  barrels  from  the  fleet.  Gibraltar  being  now 
fully  relieved,  lord  Howe  concluded  on  taking  imme- 
diate advantage  of  the  eafterly  wind,  which  had  pre- 
vailed a  few  days,  for  returning  through  the  Straits  to 
the  weft  ward.  When  he  was  in  the  entrance  of  the 
gut,  and  enclofed  between  the  oppofite  points  of  Europa 
and  Ceuta,  the  combined  fleets  appeared  at  no  great 
diftance  to  the  north  eaft,  at  the  break  of  day  on  the 
1 9th.  They  followed  his  lordfhip,  and  the  next  morn- 

2o/  ing  were  perceived  at  about  five  leagues  diftance  to  the 
windward.  The  Britiih  formed  in  order  of  battle  to  lee- 
ward. At  fun-fet  the  enemy  began  a  cannonade  on  the  van 
and  rear  of  Howe's  fleet  j  but  generally  at  fuch  a  difta-nce 
as  to  produce  little  effect.  Perceiving  however  a  part 
of  his  rear  much  feparated  from  the  reft,  they  made  a 
bolder  attempt  upon1  tlrat  'divifionv  *Tht  -French  and 

Spanifli 
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SpaniTh  admirals  led  the  attack' upon  the  feparated  fhips, 
which,  referving  themfelves  till  they  were  within  a  near 
diftance,  threw  in  fo  well-timed,  heavy  and  admirably 
directed  a  fire  upon  them,  that  the  enemy  were  foon  in 
evident  confufion,  hauled  their  wind  and  gave  up  the 
object  entirely.  x 

The  diflant  fire  of  the  combined  fleets  did  much  da- 
mage to  the  yards  and  rigging  of  feveral  Britifh  lliips : 
the  number  of  men  and  officers  killed  and  wounded, 
•amounted  to  265  ;  a  trifling  lofs  compared  with  the  im- 
portance of  the  fervice  in  which  lord  Howe  had  been 
engaged.  His  lord  (hip  having  effected  the  bufmefs  on 
which  he  was  difpatched,  and  the  combined  fleets  being 
at  a  confiderable  diftance  in  the  morning,  apparently  on 
their  return  to  Cadiz,  he  proceeded  on  his  way  home; 
but  while  doing  it  he  detached  eight  fhips  of  the  line  to 
the  Weft  Indies,  and  fix  to  the  coafts  of  Ireland. 

The  exiftence  of  thefe  events  did  not  interrupt  the 
negotiations  for  peace,  carrying  on  at  Paris.  Thefe 
were  rather  forwarded  by  it ;  as  the  belligerent  powers 
were  brought  into  a  nearer  equality  of  circumftances  for 
treating  with  each  other. 

Mr.  Jay,  in  confequence  of  his  being  appointed  by 
congrefs  one  of  the  commiflloners  to  treat  for  peace 
with  Great  Britain,  left  Madrid  and  repaired  to  Paris. 
He  and  Dr.  Franklin  were  received  by  the  Spanifh  am- 
baflador,  the  count  D'Aranda,  as  minifters  from  con- 
grefs, when  they  dined  with  him  in  the  beginning  of 
July.  This  might  be  Viewed  by  others  as  a  public  ac- 
.  knowledgment,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  of  the  indepen- 
dence  of  the  American  United  'States;  but  could  hot 
.fatisfy  Mr.  Jay,  who  declined  negotiating  with  D'Aranda 

without 
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-1782,  without  an  exchange  of  commifiions,  though  the  French 
minifler  Vergennes  wiihed  him  to  do  it.  Mr.  Fitzher- 
bert  and  Mr.  Ofwaid  were  fent  over  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  the  former  to  treat  chiefly  with  tha 
European  powers,  the  latter  with  the  Americans.  The 
commifiion  granted  to  Mr.  Ofwaid,  inftead  of  acknow- 
ledging the  independence  of  the  United  States  in  the 
firft  inftance,  provided  only  for  the  acknowledgment  of 
it  in  an  article  of  the  propofed  treaty.  Mr.  Jay  ol> 
je&ed  to  the  commifTion.  The  count  de  Vergennes 
thought  it  fufficient,  and  would  have  had  him  proceed t: 
but  notwithftanding  the  inftru&ions  of  congrefs,  he  de- 
clined complying  with  the  count's  willies.  Dr.  Franklin 
declared  himfelf  of  die  fame  opinion  with  the  count. 
Jay  however  was  fixed ;  and  drew  up  a  letter,  which  he 
intended  to  fend  to  Vergennes,  containing  his  reafons 
for  not  treating  with  Oiwald  upon  that  commiflion. 
When  he  fhowed  it  to  Dr.  Franklin,  the  dodor  owned 
the  force  of  his  reafonings ;  and  that  he  had  not  attended 
to  them  before,  or  he  fhould  not  have  fo  readily  fallen 
in  with  the  opinion  of  the  French  minifter.  Mr.  Jay 
kept  up  a  friendly  correfpondence  with  Mr.  Adams,  one 
of  his,  fqllow  commiiTioners,  and  acquainted  him  with 
the  flute  of  affairs.  They  judged  alike ;  and  Mr.  Adams 
determined  not  to  leave  Holland  and  repair  to  Paris,  till 
Mr.  Ofwaid  had  a  different  commiiiion. 

Mean  while  Mr.  Adams  employed  himfelf  in  nego- 
tiating A  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce ,  between  the  States 
General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  and  the  United  States 

^  '  of  AmzncQ)  which  was  concluded  on  the  8th  of  October. 
The  loth  article  provides,  that  the  veflels  of  either  party, 
not  having  contraband  ( goods  for  an  enemy's  port,  may 

freely 
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freely  purfue  their  voyage ;  and  that  it  (hall  not  be  re-  ' 
quired  to  examine  the  papers  of  veflfels  convoyed  by 
men  of  war,  but  credence  fhall  be  given  to  the  word  of 
the  officer  conducting  the  convoy.  The  24th  fets  forth, 
that  under  the  denomination  of  contraband  and  merchan- 
difes  prohibited,  fhall  be  comprehended  only  warlike 
ftores  and  arms,  as  alfo  foldiers,  horfes,  faddles  and  fur- 
niture for  horfes.  All  other  effects  and  merchandifes, 
and  even  all  forts  of  naval  matters,  however  proper  they 
may  be  for  the  conftruction  and  equipment  of  vefiels  of 
war,  or  for  the  manufacture  of  one  or  another  fort  of 
machines  of  war,  by  land  or  lea,  fhall  not  be  judged 
contraband ;  and  may  be  tranfported  from  and  to  places 
belonging  to  the  enemy,  thofe  only  excepted  which  are 
nearly  furrounded  by  fome  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Ofwald  often  converfed  freely  with 
each  other,  notwithftanding  the  objection  made  to  the 
Britifh  commifilon  ;  and  without  letting  either  the  French 
minifter  or  Dr.  Franklin  know  of  it,  prepared  all  things 
as  far  as  poffible  for  treating  officially  whenever  a  new 
commiffion  fhould  be  received.  On  the  loth  of  Sep- 
tember, Mr.  Jay  had  put  into  his  hands  the  following 
copy  of  a  tranriation  of  a  letter  to  count  de  Vergennes— 
«  N°225.  Philadelphia,  March  13,  1782.  Sir,  Gen. 
Greene  affirms,  that  in  no  one  ftate  is  attachment  to  in- 
dependency carried  to  a  higher  pitch,  than  in  South1 
Carolina  :  but  diat  this  affection  is  yet  exceeded  by  tha 
hatred  borne  to  England.  Mr.  Mathews,  governor  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Rutledge,  has  communicated  to  per- 
fons  of  the  mofl  influence  in  his  ftate,  the  ultimatum 
of  the  month  of  laft,  who  approved  of  the 

claufes  in  general,  and  particularly  that  one  which  leave$ 

the 
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»  the  king  matter  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  peace  or  truce* 
excepting  independence  and  the  treaties  of  commerce  and 
alliance.  Mr.  S.  Adams  is  ufmg.all  his  endeavours  to  raife 
in  theftate  of  MafTachufetts  aftrong  oppofition  to  peace,  if 
the  eaftern  ftates  are  not  thereby  admitted  to  the  fifheries 
and  particularly  to  that  of  Newfoundland.  Mr.  Adams 
delights  in  trouble  and  difficulty.  He  could  not  have 
ufed  a  fitter  engine  than  the  fifheries,  for  ftirring  up  the 
pafiions  of  the  eaftern  people,  and  renewing  the  queftion 
that  had  lain  dormant  during  his  two  years  abfence  at 
Bofton.  The  reigning  toaft  in  the  eaft  is — May  the 
United  States  ever  maintain  their  right  to  the  fi/herics  !  It 
would  be  dangerous  informing  the  people  through  the 
public  papers.  The  khg  however  may  caufe  to  be  in- 
timated to  congrefs  or  the  minifter,  his  furprife  that  the 
Newfoundland  fifheries  have  been  included  in  the  addi- 
tional inftruftions ;  that  the  United  States  fet  forth 
therein  pretenfions  without  paying  regard  to  the  king's 
rights,  and  without  confidering  the  impofTibility  of  their, 
making  conquefts,  and  keeping  what  belongs  to  Britain* 
His  majefty  might  caufe  a  promife  to  be  given  to  con- 
grefs of 'his  affiftance  for  procuring  admiflionta  the  other 

jiJherieS)  declaring  however  that  he  would  not  be  anfwerable 
for  the  fuccefs,  and  that  he  is  bound  to  nothing,  as  the 
treaty  makes  no  mention  of  that  article.  The  declara- 
tion being  made  before  the  peace,  the  hopes  of  the 
people  could  not  be  fupported,  nor  could  it  one  <lay 
hereafter  be  faid,  that  we  left  them  in  the  dark  on  thi* 
point.  It  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  this  declaration  fhould 
b$  made,  while  New  York,  Charleflown  and  Penobfcoc 
$re  in  the  enemy's  hands.  There  are  fome  judicious 
perfqns  to  whorn  \ve  may  fpeak  of  giving  up  the  fifh-. 
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cries,  and  the  lands  of  the  weft  for  the  fake  of  peace ;  '782» 
but  there  are  enthufiafts  who  fly  out  at  this  idea,  and 
their  numbers  cannot  fail  of  increafing  when  the  Englifh 
are  expelled.  The  divifion  is  nearly  equal  in  congrefs 
and  among  the  dates ;  and  our  influence  can  incline  the 
beam,  either  for  peace  or  war,  which  ever  we  may 
choofe.  Let  his  majefly  likewife  caufe  a  memorial  to 
be  delivered  to  congrefs,  wherein  iliould  be  ftated  the 
ufe  made  by  minifters  qf  the  powers  intruded  to  them 
by  that  aflembly,  and  the  impediments  which  may  have 
ftood  in  the  way  of  a  fuller  fatisfaction  on  every  point. 
It  is  remarked  by  fome,  that  as  England  has  other  fiih- 
eries  befide  Newfoundland,  fhe  may  perhaps  endeavour 
that  the  Americans  fhould  partake  in  that  of  the  grand 
bank,  in  order  to  conciliate  their  affection,  or  procure 
them  fome  compenfation,  or  create  a  fubject  of  jealoufy 
between  them  and  us ;  but  it  does  not  feem  likely,  that 
fhe  will  act  fo  contrary  to  her  own  intereft  -,  and  was  flie 
fo  to  do,  it  will  be  for  the  better  to  have  declared  at  an 
early  period  to  the  Americans,  that  their  pretenfion  is 
not  founded,  and  that  his  majefty  does  not  mean  to 
fupport  it.  Barbe  Marbois." 

Mr.  Jay  told  Mr.  Ofwald— «  If  lord  Shelburne 
means  to  have  the  United  States  friends,  as  he  cannot 
have  them  for  Jubjefts,  their  independence1  muft"  be  ac- 
knowledged in  the  beginning.  While  their  indepen- 
dence is  not  acknowledged  directly  or  indire&ly,  they: 
will  be  obliged  by  the  treaty,  to  continue,  annexed  to' 
France  till  fuch  acknowledgment  is  made,  and  fo  to.  fight- 
the  battles  and  promote  the  views  of  France.  Inde- 
pendence muft  be  acknowledged,  that  ib  the  Americans 
ijiay  be  feparated  from  prance,  .and  a. peace  te.ac.com-! 

plifhed: 
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*7g2'p!ifhed  :  and  if  they  are  not  admitted  to  the  fifheiy  and 
the  weftern  lands,  there  will  be  continual  bickerings,  and 
a  friendfhip  be  prevented."  Ofwald  was  at  length  con- 
vinced, by  frequently  difcourfmg  with  Jay,  that  a  new 
commifiion  muft  be  granted.  That  all  future  objections 
and  difficulties  might  be  precluded,  he  defired  Jay  to 
give  him  a  draught  of  one,  which  fhould  be  fully  to  his 
iatisfaclion  :  this  was  done. 

The  firil  confidential  fecretary  of  count  de  Vergennes 
drew  up  a  memoir,  which  when  Mr.  Jay  had  perufed 
he  was  apprehenfive,  that  the  French  court  would,  at  a 
peace,  oppofe  the  extenfion  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  to  the  Mifiiffippi,  together  with  their  claim  to  the 
free  navigation  of  that  river — would  probably  fupport 
the  Britiih  claims  to  all  the  country  above  the  31  degree 
of  latitude,  and  certainly  to  all  the  country  north  of  the 
Ohio — and  that,  if  America  fhould  not  agree  to  divide 
with  Spain  in  the  manner  propofed  by  count  D'Aranda, 
the  French  court  would  then  aid  Spain  in  negotiating 
with  Britain  for  the  territory  fhe  wanted,  and  would 
agree  that  the  refidue  fhould  remain  to  Britain.  The 
Spanifn  minifter  had  propofed,  that  the  weftern  line  -of 
the  United  States  fhould  run  from  a  lake  near  the  con- 
tines  of  Georgia,  but  caft  of  Flynt  river,  to  the  confiu* 
ence  of  the  Canaway  with  the  Ohio,  thence  round  the 
weftern  {Lores  of  Lake  Erie  and  Huron,  and  thence 
round  Lake  Michigan  to  Lake  Superior.  The  propo- 
fjiions  offered  in  the  memoir  by  Mr.  Rayneval  were 
fuppofed  to  be  the  fentiments  of  Vergennes.  Mr.  Ray- 
rieval  left  Paris.-  Mr".  Jay  learned  from  good  authority, 
on  the  morning  of  his  departure,  count  D'Aranda 
contrary 'tfrhts  tflbal  practice,  gone  with  poft-horfes 

to 
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to  Verfailles,  and  was  two  or  three  hours  in  conference1 7 82« 
with  Vergennes  and  Rayneval,  before  the  latter  fet  out 
for  England.    All  thefe  fads  taken  together,  Jay  conjec- 
tured that  Rayneval  was  fent  to  let  lord  Shelburne  know, 
that  the  demands  of  America  to  be  treated  by  Britain 
as  independent,  previous  to  a  treaty,  were  not  approved 
of  or  countenanced  by  the  French  court,  and  that  the 
offer  of  Britain  to  make  that  acknowledgment  in  an 
article  of  the  propofed  treaty  was  in  the  court's  opinion 
fufficient — to  found  his  lordfiiip  on  the  fubjec"l  of  the 
fifhery,  and  to  difcover  whether  Britain  would  agree  to 
divide  it  with  France  to  the  exclufion  of  all  others — to 
imprefs  his  lordfhip  with  the  determination  of  Spain  to 
pofiefs  the  exclufive  navigation  of  the  gulph  of  Mexico, 
and  of  their  defire  to  keep  the  Americans  from  the 
Mifiiflippi,  and  alfo  to  hint  the  propriety  of  fuch  a  line 
as  on  the  one  hand  would  fatisfy  Spain,    and  on  the 
other  leave  to  Britain  all  the  country  north  of  the  Ohio 
— and  to  make  fuch  other  verbal  overtures  to  his  lord- 
fhip as  it  might  not  be  advifabie  to  reduce  to  writing, 
and  to  judge  from  the  general  tenor  of  his  lordlhip's 
anfwers  and  converfation,  whether  it  was  probable  that 
a  general  peace  in  terms,  agreeable  to  France,  could  be 
effecled,  that  fo  an  immediate  ftop  might  be  put  to  the 
negotiation,  if  that  was  not  the  cafe. 

Mr.  Jay  upon  this  fent  for  Mr.  V— 3  and  ac- 
quainted him  that  he  muit  go  over  immediately  to  Lon- 
don. An  exprefs  being  inflantly  going  off,  Mr.  V*-  - 

addreffed  a  line  to  lord  Shelburne,  and  defired  his  lord- 
fhip to  enter  into  no  bufmefs  with  Mr.  Rayneval,  til 
V had  firft  feen  him.  Jay  gave  Y all  the  infor- 
mation he  wiihed  to  have  communicated  to  his  lordfhip; 

VOL.  IV,  Z  which 
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1 782.  which    being    minuted     down,    V — : proceeded 

the  next  day  for  London.  Soon  after  his  arrival,  the 
new  commiffion  was  iflued,  and  Mr.  Ofwald  was  em- 
powered to  treat  with  the  United  States  as  actually  in- 
dependent, and  with  their  commiffioners  only.  When 
Mr.  Adams  was  informed  of  it,  he  left  Holland.  He 
26.  arrived  at  Paris  on  the  26th  of  October  ;  and  as  foon 
as  poffible  waited  upon  Mr.  Jay.  A  plan  was  fettled 
between  them,  how  to  proceed  in  the  negotiation.  "When 
Dr.  Franklin  afterward  joined  them,  Mr.  Adams  told 
him,  that  he  and  Mr.  Jay  had  determined  to  negotiate 
with  Mr.  Ofwald  without  confulting  or  being  advifed  by 
count  de  Vergennes.  The  doctor  made  no  reply  to  it ; 
but  the  next  morning  told  them,  that  he  would  ad  with 
them  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Rayneval  being  in  company  with  them  after  his 
jeturn  to  Paris,  afked  them  what  they  demanded  as  to 
the  fifheries  j  and  was  anfwered — cc  We  infill  on  enjoy- 
ing a  right  in  common  to  them  with  Britain."     The 
other  intimated  that  their  views  fhould  not  extend  further 
than  a  coaft  fifhery ;  and  infmuated  that  pains  had  lately 
been  taken  in  the  eaftern  ftates,  to  excite  their  appre- 
henfions  and  increafe  their  demands  on  that  head.     He 
was  told  that  fuch  a  right  was  effential  to  them,  and  that 
their  people  would  not  be  content  to  make  peace  with- 
,    out  it.     Dr.  Franklin  explained  very  fully  the  importance 
of  the  fifheries  to  the  eaftern  ftates  in  particular.  Rayneval 
then  foftened  his  manner,  and  obferved,  that  it  was  na- 
tural for  France  to  wifh  better  to  the  United  States  than 
to  England ;  but  as  the  fifheries  were  a  great  nurfery  for 
feamen,  they  might  fuppofe  Eng&nd  would  be  difmclined 
tp  let  others  fhare  in  it,  and  that  for  his  part  he  wifhed 
4  there 
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there  might  be  as  few  obftacles  to  a  peace  as  pofTible. 
He  reminded  them  alfo,  that  Mr.  Ofwald's  new  com- 
rrufiion  had  been  ifTued  pofterior  to  his  arrival  at  London. 
The  fifheries  labored  for  fome  time.     The  Britifh 
miniftry  were  for  excluding  the  Americans  from  fifhing 
within  three  leagues  of  any  of  the  coafts  belonging  tQ 
Britain,  and  within  fifteen  of  Louifourgh.     Mr.  Adams 
told  Mr.  Ofwald,  that  the  New  England  ftates  had  no 
flaple  without  the  fifhery — that  the  fiilieries  entered  into 
all  their  trade — that  were  they  excluded  from  them,  the 
Britifh  would  not  be  benefited  by  it,  for  the  French 
would  get  the  trade — that  Britain  would  have  nothing  to 
fear  from  a  number  of  American  failors  at  fuch  a  dif- 
tance,  whatever  they  might  have  from  the  French  who 
were  near — that  the  fifhermen  would  break  through  fuch 
limits,  whatever  care  might  be  ufed  to  prevent  it,  which 
might  prove  a  bone  of  contention,  and  bring  on  another 
war  after  a  few  years.     Mr.  Ofwald  made  a  great  diffi- 
culty about  acknowledging  the  right  of  the  Americans 
to  the  fifheries ;  and  was  for  inferting  the  word  liberty. 
After  a  while  Mr.  Adams  faid — cc  They  have   a  right 
every  way.     The  banks  are  only  fo  many  leagues  from 
the  Americans,  but  they  are  fo  many  from  the  Euro- 
peans ;  if  the  latter  have  a  right  by  nature,  certainly  the 
former  have.     We  have  fought  together  with  the  Eng- 
lifli  in  their  wars  for  the  enjoyment  of  them,  and  with 
them  we  have  pofiefTed  them  -,  and  therefore  we  have  a 
full  right"     The  word  right  was  agreed  to  be  inferted 
in  the  treaty.     The  article  of  the  fifhery  cofl  the  Ame- 
rican commiflioners,  all  the  induflry,  fkill  and  addrefs 
that  they  were  maflers  of.     Mr.  Laurens's  prefence  with 
his  brother  commiflioners  the  two  laft  days  was  of  great 

Z  2  fervice. 
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i782'fervice.  j}e  propofed  the  infertion  of  a  paragraph 
againil  carrying  away  any  negroes  or  other  property, 
belonging  to  the  American  inhabitants.  He  appeared 
deeply  imprefied  with  the  lofs  of  his  fon ;  but  the  ve- 
nerable hero  thanked  God  that  he  had  fuch  a  fon,  one 
\vho  was  willing  to  lofe  his  life  in  the  caufe  of  his  country. 

The  American  com'miflioners  expedited  the  negotia- 
tion  with  the  utmoft  affiduitv  ;  and  on  the  7Oth  of  No- 
vember^  provifional  articles  were  agreed  upon  and  fign- 
ed,  to  take  effect  whenever  terms  of  peace  fhould  be 
finally  fettled  with  the  court  of  France.  The  bufmefs 
was  fmifhed  fo  privately  and  unexpectedly,  that  mini- 
iters  and  ambaffadors,  as  well  as  others  in  and  about 
the  court  of  Verfailles,  were  farprifed  upon  hearing  the 
news.  The  figning  of  the  provifional  articles  will  pro- 
bably fufpend  the  hoftile  operations  of  France  and  Spain, 
till  it  is  known  whether  a  general  peace  can  be  agreed 
upon.  They  have  collected  their  fleets  at  Cadiz  to  the 
amount  of  near  forty  Ihips  of  the  line,  which  are  def- 
tined  for  the  Weft  Indies,  and  are  to  be  commanded 
by  count  d'Eftaing ;  who  is  to  convoy  thither  feveral 
thoufand  French  troops  under  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette. 
Had  not  the  American  commiffioners  improved  the 
precious  moment  that  offered,  without  entangling  them- 
telves  by  confulting  count  de  Vergennes,  the  Britilh  mi- 
niftry  might  have  been  changed,  and  thofe  events  have 
fucceeded,  which  would  have  kept  the  United  States 
much  longer  from  the  pofTefTion  of  their  independence. 

We  muft  now  quit  the  negotiations  of  peace  for  the 
operations  which  relate  to  war.  By  the  French  gazette 
it  appears,  that  capt.  de  la  Peroufe,  commanding  a 
divifion  of  his  mod  chriftian  majefly's  fleet,  has  deftroyed 
5  the 
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the  fettlements  at  Hudfon's-bay.      He  computes  the  1782. 
lofs  fuftained  by  the  Hudfon's-bay  Company  at  about 
500,000!.  fteiiing. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  county  of  Suffolk  propofed 
building  a  fhip  of  the  line  for  the  ufe  of  government, 
and  began  a  fubfcription  for  the  purpofe.  The  plan 
was  to  be  carried  into  immediate  execution,  when  twelve 
other  counties  had  agreed  to  follow  the  example.  There 
was  fubfcribed  in  the  whole  21067!.  195.  6d.  The 
propofal  anfwered  a  good  purpofe,  as  may  be  fee n  by 
the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Wm.  Middleton 
efq;  to  the  corporation  of  Ipfwich.— <c  Sept.  7.  It  is 
•with  fmgular  fatisfaclion  I  can  inform  you,  that  the  fpi- 
rited  refolve  of  this  county,  has  already  had  its  defired 
effect  on  the  court  of  France.  Mr.  Pitzherbert,  now 
at  Paris,  writes  word,  that  nothing  but  a  deciuVe  vic- 
tory at  fea,  could  have  had  fo  ftriking  an  effect  on  that 
court,  as  the  refolves  of  this  and  the  other  counties,  to 
build  fhips  of  war  by  voluntary  contributions,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  public."  But  Sir  James  Lowther  diilinguinV- 
ed  himfelf  by  a  noble  fmgularity,  which  few  had  power 
to  follow.  On  the  6th  of  September,  he  waited  on  lord 
Keppel,  and  after  exprefilng  his  concern  that  county 
fubfcriptions  for  building  men  of  war  went  on  languidly, 
requefted  his  .lordfhip  to  prefent  his  duty  to  the  king, 
and  at  the  fame  time  befeech  his  majefty  to  accept  a 
-man  of  war  of  the  line  from  him,  completely  manned, 
victualled,  and  fitted  for  action.  Lord  Keppel,  afto- 
nifhed  at  fuch  an  unexampled  inftance  of  generofity  in 
a  private  gentleman,  allured  Sir  James  that  his  requeft 
ibould  be  inftantly  complied  with,  which  it  accordingly 
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was ;  and  the  king  received  the  offer  with  that  mark  of 
refpect  which  became  his  majefly. 

Ten  men  of  war  (including  count  de  GrafTe's  {hips 
taken  by  admiral  Rodney)  with  a  large  fleet  of  mer- 
chantmen from  Jamaica,  fuffered  exceedingly  by  a  tre- 
mendous gale  of  wind  off  Newfoundland  on  the  lyth 
of  September,  and  fince  by  captures.  The  Ville  de 
Paris,  and  the  Glorieux  foundered,  and  only  one  man 
out  of  the  compliment  of  both  fhips  efcaped  to  tell  their 
melancholy  fate.  The  Hector  alfo  funk  3  but  being 
defcried  in  time  by  a  fnow  that  made  toward  them,  the 
crew  were  faved.  The  captain's  name  was  John  Hill, 
though  his  veflel  was  fmall  for  the  purpofe,  yet  he  took 
on  board  upward  of  200  men  belonging  to  the  Hector. 
He  threw  part  of  his  cargo  overboard  to  make  room 
for  them  -,  and  generoufly  fhared  his  proviiions  with 
them  to  the  hazard  of  wanting  himfelf.  The  greatnefs 
of  the  rifk  he  ran  appears  from  hence,  that  the  lail  cafk 
of  water  was  broached  on  the  day  that  land  was  difco- 
vered.  The  Ramilies  went  down,  but  her  people  were 
faved  by  the  merchantmen  in  company.  The  Centaur 
was  likewife  loft,  and  all  her  company,  except  twelve, 
with  the  captain,  who  got  into  the  only  remaining 
boat.  They  uaverfed  a  fpace  of  near  800  miles  in  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  without  compafs  or  quadrant,  and  with 
a  blanket  for  a  fail.  They  had  only  two  bifcuits  di- 
vided among  them  every  twenty-four  hours ;  and  as 
much  water  during  that  fpace  to  every  man,  as  the  neck 
of  a  wine  bottle  broken  off  would  hold.  At  the  expi- 
ration of  fixteen  days,  when  the  laft  divifion  of  bifcuit 
and  water  had  been  made,  to  their  inexpreflible  joy 
they  difcovered  the  Portugueze  ifland  of  Fayal,  where 

they 
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they  fafely  arrived  at  night.  The  American  cruifers  car-  '782' 
ried  into  L'Orient  17  of  the  Jamaica  fleet.  The  whole 
number  of  prizes  brought  into  that  port  by  them,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  year  to  the  end  of  October,  amounts 
to  32  i  exclufive  of  what  have  arrived  in  other  ports  of 
France. 


LETTER      XII. 

Paris,  Dec.  30,  1783. 
FRIEND  G. 

TH  E  Governor  of  the  Univerfe,  to  whofe  juftice 
and  determination  all  the  late  belligerent  powers  1783, 
appealed,  having,  fo  ordered  events  that  peace  is  at  length 
fully  reftored,  the  prefent  letter  fhall  clofe  my  correfpon- 
dence  upon  affairs  of  a  public  nature. 

Mr.  Francis  Dana,  your  late  American  refident  at 
Peterfburgh,  but  who  failed  from  thence  for  America 
on  the  7th  of  Auguft,  labored  to  obtain  a  reception 
in  his  public  character  j  but  received  from  the  Ruffian 
minifter,  in  aiifwer  to  his  application,  the  following  de- 
claration.— cc  I  have  to  renew  to  you,  Sir,  the  expref- 
fion  of  fatisfaction  with  which  her  Imperial  majefty  is 
impreffed  by  the  mark  of  attention  which  your  confti- 
tuents  have  paid  her,  in  fending  to  her  a  perfon  exprefsly 
clothed  with  a  public  character  j  and  to  allure  you,  that 
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I78z'fhe  will  acknowledge  you  with  pleafure  in  that  quality, 
the  inftant  that  the  definitive  treaties  which  are  at  the 
eve  of  being  concluded,  fhall  have  been  executed — her 
delicacy  being  a  law  to  her,  not  to  take,  before  that 
time,  a  ftep  which  might  not  be  conlidered  as  corre- 
fponding  with  thole  which  have  characterized  her  ftrict 
neutrality  during  the  courfe  of  the  late  war.  Notwith- 
ftanding  which  the  emprefs  repeats,  that  you  may  en- 
joy not  only  for  your  own  honor,  but  alfo  for  your  coun- 
trymen, who  may  come  into  her  empire  on  commercial 
bufmefs,  or  otherwife,  the  moft  favorable  reception  and 
the  protection  of  the  laws  of  nations.  The  conduct 
which  the  emprefs  has  held  during  the  courfe  of  the 
war,  fufficiently  witnefles  in  favor  of  the  impartiality  of 
her  fentiments,  and  puts  an  end  to  every  difcuffion  on 
that  point,  and  ought  to  make  you  entirely  eafy." 

While  the  negotiations  for  peace  were  carrying  on 
between  Great  Britain,  France,  Spain  and  Holland,  news 
was  received  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  but  fuch  as  had  not 
a  favorable  afpect  on  the  Britifh  intereft  in  that  quar- 
1782,  ter.  Adm.  SufFrein,  with  twelve  fhips  of  the  line,  and 
adm.  Hughes  with  eleven,  engaged  afrefh  on  the  I2th 
of  April  1782,  This  action  appears  to  have  been  the 
moft  bloody  that  had  been  fought  during  the  war,  down 
to  that  period,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  fhips. 
The  Britifh  had  144  killed,  and  430  wounded.  The 
French  after  that  proceeded  to  land  a  body  of  troops, 
which,  being  joined  by  fome  thoufand  feapoys  fent  by 
Hyder  Ally,  inverted  and4educed  Cuddalore  on  the 
coaft  of  CoromandeL  When  the  preliminary  articles 
between  Britain,  France  and  Spain  were  exchanged,  on 
the  3d  of  laft  February,  further  advices  were  receive^ 
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from  the  Eaft  Indies,  giving  an  account,  that  notwith-  J782- 
{landing  a  victory  which  Sir  Eyre  Coote  gained  over 
Hyder  Ally  on  the  2d  of  June  1782,  the  latter  kept  the 
field ;  and  fix  days  after,  by  the  help  of  his  numerous 
cavalry,  furrounded  and  cut  off  an  advanced  body  of 
the  Britiih  army,  and  continued  to  harafs  it  much  in 
!ts  march.     Shortly  after  Sir  Eyre's  bad  health  obliged 
him  to  relinquiih  his  command.     The  French  fleet  be- 
ing fully  repaired  left  Cuddalore,  and  on  the  fth  of  July 
came  in  fight  of  the  Britiih  at  Negapatam.     Sir  Ed- 
ward Hughes  immediately  put  to  lea.     The  next  day  juiy 
he  commenced  a  clofe  action  with  Monf.  de  Suffrein.     6» 
Both  fleets  fuffered  much,  and  at  night  anchored  at  no  great 
diftance  from  each  other.     In  the  morning  the  French 
Ihips  failed  to  Cuddalore  -,  while  the  Britifh  were  fo  da- 
maged in  their  rigging  that  they  could  not  purfue.    Suf- 
frein refitted  his  fquadron  with  the  utmoft  expedition, 
put  to  fea  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  formed  a  junction 
with  a  number  of  French  tranfports  and  fome  men  of 
war,  and  failed  directly  for  Trincomale,  which  furren- 
dered  to  him  on  the  laft  day  of  the  month.     Hughes 
upon  gaining  intelligence  at  Madras  of  what  was  going 
forward,  failed  inftantly  for  the  relief  of  the  place  ;  but 
did  not  arrive  before  it  till  the  2d  of  September.     The 
next  morning  Suffrein  came  out  of  the  bay  with  15  ihips  Sept. 
of  the  line,  including  3  fifties.  Hughes,  with  only  twelve,     3* 
including  one  fifty,  was  ready  to  receive  him.     The  en- 
gagement began  about   noon  with  great  fury  on  each 
fide  ;  and  continued  with  equal  obftinacy  till  about  feven, 
when  the  French  admiral   drew  off,    after  having  loft 
both  his  mizen  and  main-maft,  and  had  fcveral  ihips 
greatly  damaged.     He  returned  to  Trincomale  at  night, 

but 
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1783.  but  loft  a  74  gun  fhip  in  re-entering  the  harbour.  This 
was  the  fourth  battle  that  had  been  fought  between  Sir 
Edward  Hughes  and  Monf.  de  Suffrein  within  feven 
months.  Never  before  had  there  been  fo  obftinate  a 
competition  for  the  maftery  of  the  Indian  ocean.  Though 
the  bravery  and  fkill  of  the  Britifh  admiral  and  failors 
prevented  Suffrein's  availing  himfelf  of  his  fuperiority 
for  the  capturing  of  his  enemy's  fhips,  yet  he  difplayed 
uncommon  courage,  and  exerted  himfelf  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, as  fhowed  him  to  be  an  able  commander  and  a 
determined  foe.  About  the  2oth  of  September,  Sir 
Richard  Bickerton,  with  a  fquadron  of  five  ihips  of  the 
line,  and  near  5000  men,  arrived  at  Madras. 

In  December  laft  Hyder  Ally  died.  Upon  which 
gen.  Mathews  was  ordered  by  the  prefidency  of  Bom- 
bay, to  proceed  with  his  whole  force  into  the  country  of 
Canaree,  in  order  to  pofiefs  Bednore,  the  capital,  where 
Hyder's  immenfe  treafures  were  fuppofed  to  be,  toge- 
ther with  all  his  magazines  for  war.  As  the  place  was 
incapable  of  refinance,  it  was  delivered  up  to  the  Bri- 
tiili  general  upon  his  appearing  before  it,  together  with 
the  province,  by  capitulation.  The  general  imprifhned 
the  Indian  governor  in  direct  violation  of  the  articles, 
and  committed  various  irregularities.  After  that  the 
general  befieged  Mangalore,  the  principal  fea  port  and 
marine  arfenal  of  Hyder  Ally,  which  furrendered  on 

Mar.  the  9th  of  March.  Tippoo  Saib,  who  had  fucceeded 
to  his  father  Hyder  Ally's  defigns  as  well  as  his  power, 
refolved  to  relinquifh  the  Carnatic ;  and  marched  with 
above  100,000  men  to  refcue  Bednore.  Gen.  Mathews, 
though  he  had  only  between  2,  and  3000  troops,  of  whom 
about  700  were  Europeans,  determined  to  march  out  of 

the 
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the  capital,  and  give  battle  to  Tippoo  Saib  in  an  open 
plain.  The  conteft  was  fhort;  his  handful  of  men  wjis 
totally  routed  with  great  (laughter ;  and  he  was  obliged 
with  the  broken  remains  of  his  force  to  take  fhelter  in 
the  fortrefs,  which  flood  upon  an  eminence  nigh  the 
town.  After  a  fiege  of  near  three  weeks,  the  garrifon 
obtained  terms  from  Tippoo  Saib,  fecuring  their  private 
property  upon  their  delivering  up  what  was  public,  and 
promifmg  them  fafe  conduct  to  Bombay.  Thefe  condi- 
tions depriving  them  of  the  immenfe  booty  they  had 
acquired,  they  determined  upon  eluding  the  fame  by 
dividing  the  treafure  among  themfelves.  Tippoo  Saib, 
when  the  contrivance  was  difcovered,  confidered  the  ar- 
ticles as  annulled  by  this  breach  of  faith  -,  put  both  of- 
ficers and  men  under  confinement,  and  ftripped  them 
of  all  they  pofieffed.  When  they  had  fuffered  many 
indignities,  they  were  fent  to  a  fort  up  the  country  loaded 
with  irons,  The  general  and  feveral  officers  are  thought 
to  have  been  put  to  death  with  circumftances  of  great 
cruelty.  The  fuccefs  that  followed  the  recovery  of  his 
capital,  encouraged  Tippoo  Saib  to  befiege  Mangalore ; 
and  the  garrifon  was  reduced  to  great  extremity.  But 
they  were  relieved^  by  the  news  of  the  general  peace, 
which  arrived  in  July. 

Sir  Eyre  Coote  went  by  fea  to  Bengal  for  the  reco- 
very of  his  health.  When  upon  his  return  to  Madras, 
he  was  chafed  forty-eight  hours  by  two  French  men  of 
war.  The  folicitude  and  fatigue  he  underwent  in  con- 
tinuing nearly  the  whole  time  upon  deck,  occafioned  a 
relapfe.  He  got  fafe  into  port  on  the  26th  of  April, 
and  died  the  day  after  his  arrival,  at  a  juncture  when 
his  abilities  were  greatly  wanted.  Though  the  re- 
treat 
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«  treat  of  Tippoo  Saib  from  the  Carnatic  was  of  eminent 
fervice ;  yet  the  prefidency  of  Madras  were  not  fatisfied, 
while  the  French  pofiefied  Cuddalore  in  the  neighbour- 
hood.    General  Stuart,  who  had  fucceeded  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Britifh.  army,  was  ordered  to  reduce  it, 
The  garrifon  was  numerous,  and  compofed  of  chofen 
hardy  veterans  from   among  the  French,  and  a  num- 
ber of  Tippoo  Saib's    beil  troops  whom  he  had  left 
with  them.     The  general  began  to  befiege  the  place 
about  the  beginning  of  June,  and  while  he  preiTed  it  by 
land,  Sir  Edward  Hughes  lay  off  the  harbour  to  cut 
off  its  communication  by  fea.     But  on  the  2Oth  of  June, 
Mr.  de  Suffrein  approached  him  with   17  fhips  of  the 
line,  two  more  than  Sir  Edward  had.     An  engagement 
commenced  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  and  lafted  three 
hours.     The  French  retired  in  the  night  to  Pondicherry, 
whither  the  Britifh  followed  them.     The  fiege  was  con- 
tinued, till  the  news  of  a  general  peace  in  Europe  put 
an  end  to  all  hoflilities. 

When  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace  came  to  be  taken 
into  confideration  by  the  Britifri  parliament  on  the  lyth  of 
February,  upward  of  450  members  were  prefent  in  the 
houfe  of  commons.  Great  debates  enfued,  and  the  conteft 
between  miniftry  and  oppofition  was  fupported  with  un- 
abating  fervor  on  each  fide  during  the  whole  night. 
When  the  divifion  took  place  at  eight  the  enfuing  morn- 
ing, the  propofed  minifterial  addrefs  on  the  peace  was 
rejected  by  a  majority  of  fixteen,  208  voting  for  it,  and 
224  againft  it,  in  favor  of  an  amendment  propofed  by 
lord  John  Cavendiih.  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt,  who  opened 
the  debate,  and  moved  for  the  addrefs,  afTerted,  that 
from  the  papers  on  the  table  it  appeared,  that  the  lail 
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difgraceful  war  had  cod  the  nation  confiderably  more^s^, 
than  the  glorious  war  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  and 
the  (till  more  glorious  war  of  lord  Chatham,  and  indeed 
than  all  the  wars  put  together  in  which  the  nation  had 
been  engaged  from  the  revolution  to  the  peace  of  Aix 
la  Chapelle.  In  the  houfe  of  lords  the  addrefs  moved 
by  miniftry  was  carried  in  their  favor  by  72  votes  againil 

59- 

When  the  preliminary  articles  between  Great  Britain, 

France  and  Spain,  were  agreed  upon,  a  fufpenfion  of 
arms  took  place  with  refpect  to  Holland.  But  it  was 
not  till  the  2d  of  September,  that  preliminary  articles 
between  the  Dutch  and  the  Britifh  were  figned  at  Paris; 
by  which  a  reciprocal  reilitution  of  all  the  places  and 
territories  taken  on  either  fide,  Negapatam  excepted, 
was  agreed  upon.  The  navigation  of  the  eaftern  feas 
was  alfo  to  be  free  and  unmolefted  to  the  Britifh  (hip- 
ping in  all  parts.  Thefe  two  articles  are  the  only  ob- 
jects worthy  of  fpecial  notice.  Trincomale  will  be  re- 
ftored  to  the  Dutch  by  the  French,  agreeable  to  the  de- 
claration made  by  Mr.  de  Vergennes  on  the  2d  of  De- 
cember 1782,  in  his  moft  chrillian  majefty's  name, 
that  it  was  his  invariable  intention  to  refcore  to  their  high 
mightinefies  fuch  of  their  colonies  as  might  remain  in 
his  hands,  whenever  the  conclufion  of  a  general  peace 
would  enable  his  majefty  to  give  the  republic  this  new 
mark  of  his  affection  toward  it.  The  ratification  of  the 
preliminary  articles  was  exchanged  with  the  duke  of 
Manchester  on  the  2pth  of  September  by  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries of  their  high  mightiness. 

On  the  jd  of  September,  the  definitive  treaties  be-  Sept. 
tween  Great  Britain,  France  and  Spain,  were  figned  at    3* 

Verfailles 
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*783-  Verfailles  by  the  duke  of  Manchefter,  and  the  plenipo^ 
tentiaries  of  the  faid  courts.  On  the  fame  day,  the 
definitive  treaty  with  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
of  America  was  alfo  figned  at  Paris,  by  David  Hart- 
ley efq;  the  Britifh  plenipotentiary,  and  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries of  the  faid  Hates.  On  the  loth,  John  Adams 
efq;  wrote  to  you  (as  his  own  hand  will  inform  you, 
fhould  not  the  letter  mifcarry)— (C  I  hope  that  private 
honefly  will  not  be  violated  in  any  debt,  and  that  as 
much  moderation  may  be  fhown  towards  the  tories  as 
poflible.  The  ftipulations  ihould  be  facred,  and  the  re- 
commendations at  leaft  treated  with  decency,  and  feri- 
onfly  confidered.  I  cannot  help  faying,  I  wiih  they 
could  be  complied  with. — When  I  agreed  that  congrefs 
Ihould  recommend,  I  was  fincere.  I  then  wiihed  and 
Hill  wifh,  that  the  recommendation  may  be  agreed  to. 
This  is  unpopular  no  doubt:  but  treaties  are  folemn 
things,  in  which  there  ihould  be  no  mental  refervations. 
When  New  York  and  Penobfcot  are  evacuated,  the 
people  may  be  cooler — it  will  be  an  ugly  bone  of  con- 
tention, I  always  dreaded  it,  and  would  have  avoided 
it,  if  it  had  been  pofiible,  but  it  was  not."  The  pro- 
per communication  of  this  letter  may  produce,  at  leaft 
in  the  MafTachufetts  ftate,  a  degree  of  moderation  to- 
.  ward  the  royalifts,  the  want  of  which  is  too  glaringly 
evident  in  the  proceedings  of  your  various  town-meet- 
ings. 

Now  that  the  operations  of  war  have  ceafed,  a  fub- 
jecl:  entirely  novel  has  offered,  which  engages  the  atten- 
tion and  admiration  of  all  orders  of  people. 

It  having  been  obferved,  that  a  ball  filled  with  in- 
flammable air  would  afcend  till  that  and  the  external 

air 
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air  of  the  atmofphere  were  in  equilibrium  ;  Mr.  Mont- 
golfier  made  experiments,  firft  with  a  globe  of  linen  and 
paper,  of  105  feet  circumference,  and  then  with  one  of 
taffety,  done  over  with  elaftic  gum,  36  feet  in  circum- 
ference. The  afcent  of  both  anfwered  fo  fully  the  ex- 
pectation of  every  one  prefent,  that  Mr.  Montgolfier 
exhibited  a  new  trial  of  his  aeroftatic  machine,  alias  air 
balloon,  at  the  caftle  de  la  Muette  on  the  23d  of  No- 
vember  in  the  afternoon.  The  balloon  was  70  feet  high  23» 
and  46  in  diameter,  containing  60,000  cubic  feet,  and 
was  capable  of  lifting  up  about  fixteen  hundred  weight. 
It  had  a  gallery  annexed  to  it,  wherein  the  marquis 
d'Alandes  and  Mr.  de  Rozier  placed  themfelves.  About 
54  minutes  after  one,  the  feveral  powers  by  which  it 
was  held  down  being  removed,  it  rofe  in  a  majeftic  man- 
ner,  and  the  aerial  navigators  were  foon  out  of  fight. 
When  it  was  at  leaft  three  thoufand  feet  high,  it  re- 
mained hovering  in  view.  Its  paffage  was  fuch  that  all 
Paris  had  an  opportunity  of  beholding  it.  When  the 
travellers  found  they  had  parTed  the  metropolis,  and 
were  over  the  open  fields,  they  defcended  with  the  ut- 
moft  compofure,  after  a  progrefs  of  30,000  feet  within 
23  minutes.  The  affair  was  attefted  at  five  o'clock  the 
fame  afternoon,  by  the  fignatures  of  the  duke  of  Po- 
lignac,  the  duke  of  Guines,  Benjamin  Franklin  and 
others.  Since  then  MeiTrs.  Charles  and  Robert  under- 
took a  fimilar  expedition  on  the  ift  of  December.  At  Dec. 
three  quarters  after  one,  they  rofe  with  their  chariot  an-  *• 
nexed  to  the  balloon  in  the  midft  of  a  profound  filence, 
occafioned  by  the  emotion  and  aftonifhment  of  all  par- 
ties. When  they  were  arrived  at  the  height  of  about 
300  fathom,  they  moved  in  an  horizontal  courfe  by  re- 
gulating 
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!783»gulating  their  ballad.  After  56  minutes  progrefs  they 
heard  the  gun,  which  was  the  fignal  of  their  difappear- 
ing  from  the  obfervers  at  Paris.  They  then  ceafed  to 
confine  themfelves  to  an  horizontal  direction  ;  and  gave 
themfelves  up  to  the  contemplation  of  the  varied  fcenes 
in  the  open  country  beneath  them.  They  Ihouted  vivc 
le  royy  and  heard  their  fhouts  re-echoed.  They  waved 
their  banners,  and  perceived  that  thefe  fignals  redoubled 
the  joy  and  fecurity  of  thofe  below.  They  feveral  times 
defcended  near  enough  to  be  heard.  They  reached  the 
plains  of  Nefle  about  half  after  three.  Their  whole  paf- 
fage  made  about  9  Paris  leagues,  which  they  ran  over 
in  two  hours,  with  fcarcely  any  fenfible  agitation  in  the 
air.  They  had  not  long  defcended  to  the  ground,  be- 
fore the  duke  de  Chartres,  the  duke  Fitz-James,  and 
a  number  of  horfemen,  who  had  followed  them  from 
Paris,  galloped  up  to  and  joined  them.  How  far  thefe 
amufements  will  extend,  and  how  long  they  will  be  fol- 
lowed, depends  upon  the  fafety  that  attends  them  and  the 
tafte  of  the  public  :  but  fliould  they  be  difcontinued  for 
ages,  till  all  traditionary  traces  of  them  are  loft,  they 
will  be  confidered  as  lying  legends  in  the  faithful  pages 
of  modern  hiilory.  It  only  remains  to  be  mentioned, 
that  that  minifterial  phenomenon,  which  has  been  exhi- 
bited to  the  Britifh  nation  ever  fince  the  beginning  of 
laft  April,  in  the  coalition  between  lord  North  and  the 

Pec'  honorable  Charles  Fox,  ended  the  igth  of  December 

IQ. 

by  a  royal  mefiage,  importing  that  it  was  the  king's 
pleafure,  that  they  ihould  deliver  to  him  the  feals  of 
their  refpe&ive  offices  as  his  majefty's  principal  fecre- 
taries  of  ftate. 

LET- 
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LETTER      XIII. 


Roxlury,  June  36,   1783. 

HE  laft  year  a  court  was  conftituted  in  purfuance^gj, 
of  the  9th  article  of  the  confederation,  to  hear 
and  finally  determine  the  difpute  between  the  dates  of 
Pennfylvania  and  Connecticut,  refpe&ing  certain  lands* 
They  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  Connecticut  had  no 
right  to  the  lands  in  controverfy;  and  that  the  jurifdic- 
tion  and  pre-emption  of  all  the  territory  lying  within 
the  charter  boundary  of  Pennfylvania,  claimed  by  Con- 
necticut, did  of  right  belong  to  Pennfylvania.     Their 
proceedings  and  fentence  were  returned  to  congrefs,  and 
ordered  on  the  3d  of  January  to  be  lodged  among  the     ^ 
acts  of  congrefs. 

The  apprehenfions  of  a  fpeedy  peace,  with  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  the  American  army  under  gen.  Wafhington, 
produced  the  laft  December  an  addrefs  and  petition  of 
the  officers  to  the  United  States  in  congrefs  aflemblecL 
The  contents  comprehended  the  following  articles — * 
prefent  pay — a  fettlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  arrear- 
ages of  pay,  and  fecurity  for  what  is  due — a  commuta- 
tion of  the  half-pay  allowed  by  different  refolutions  of 
Congrefs,  for  an  equivalent  in  grofs — a  fettlement  of  the 
accounts  of  deficiencies  of  rations,  and  cornpenfation*— a 
fettlement  of  the  accounts  of  deficiencies  of  clothing 
and  compenfation.  The  figning  officers  on  the  part  of 
the  Maffachufetts,  the  Connecticut,  the  New  York,  the 
New  Jerfey,  and  the  New  Hampfhire  lines,  at  their 

VOL.  IV.  A  a  canton- 
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I783«  cantonments  on  Hudfon's  river,  faid — cc  We  complain 
that  fhadows  have  been  offered  to  us,  while  the  fubftance 
has  been  gleaned  by  others.  Our  diftrefies  are  now 
brought  to  a  point.  We  have  borne  all  that  men  can 
bear — our  property  is  expended — our  private  refources 
are  at  an  end,  and  our  friends  are  wearied  out  and  dif- 
guftedwith  our  incefTant  applications.  It  would  be  cri- 
minal in  the  officers  to  conceal  the  general  diiTatisfaclion 
which  prevails,  and  is  gaining  ground  in  the  army, 
from  the  preiTure  of  evils  and  injuries,  which,  in  the 
courfe  of  feven  long  years,  have  made  their  condition 
in  many  inftances  wretched.  They  therefore  entreat 
that  congrefs,  to  convince  the  army  and  the  world,  that 
the  independence  of  America  fhall  not  be  placed  on 
the  ruin  of  any  particular  clafs  of  her  citizens,  will  point 
out  a  mode  for  immediate  redrefs."  Gen.  M'Dougall, 
and  colonels  Brooks  and  Ogden,  were  chofen  a  com- 
mittee to  wait  upon  congrefs.  While  the  bufmefs  was 
pending,  certain  public  creditors  and  others  at  Phila- 
delphia, were  contriving  how  to  employ  the  army  for 
the  eftablifhing  of  continental  funds.  The  financier, 
Mr.  Robert  Morris,  or  rather  Mr.  Governeur  Morris, 
is  fufpected  to  have  been  at  the  bottom  of  the  fcheme : 
the  latter  is  allowed  to  be  a  man  of  great  abilities,  but 
is  thought  to  be  one  of  the  mod  dangerous  upon  the 
continent.  Officers  and  foldiers  were  to  be  thrown  into 
fuch  a  paroxyfm  of  rage  and  refentment,  as  fhould  drive 
them  into  the  attempt  of  compelling  congrefs  to  com- 
ply with  their  own  demands,  and  thofe  of  the  public 
creditors,  who  were  to  arm  and  join  them.  Letters 
were  fent  to  certain  military  perfons  in  whom  the  greateft 
confidence  was  placed,  that  fo  affairs  might  be  in  readi- 

nefs. 
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tiefs.  Mean  while  reports  were  propagated  in  Philadel-  '783' 
phia,  that  dangerous  combinations  were  forming  in  the 
army :  whereas  the  troops  were  apparently  extremely 
quiet,  notwithftanding  their  temper  was  very  irritable 
on  account  of  their  long  protracted  fufferings.  At  length, 
upon  the  arrival  of  a  particular  gentleman  from  Phila- 
delphia in  camp,  about  the  8th  of  March,  fuch  fenti- 
inents  as  the  following  were  immediately  and  induftri- 
oufly  circulated — That  it  was  univerfally  expe&ed  that 
the  army  would  not  difband,  till  they  had  obtained  juf- 
tice — That  the  public  creditors  looked  up  to  them  for 
redrefs  of  their  grievances,  would  afford  them  every  aid, 
and  even  join  them  in  the  field  if  neceflary — That  fome 
members  of  congrefs  wilhed  the  meafure  might  take 
effe6r.,  in  order  to  compel  the  public,  particularly  the 
delinquent  ftates,  to  do  juftice.  When  the  minds  of 
the  army  were  thought  to  be  prepared  by  thefe  means, 
anonymous  invitations  were  circulated  on  the  loth,  re- Mar. 
quelling  a  general  meeting  of  the  officers  on  the  next  10" 
day.  At  the  fame  inftant  many  manufcript  copies  of 
an  addrefs  to  the  officers  [though  anonymous,  known 
fmce  to  have  been  drawn  up  by  major  Armftrong]  were 
fcattered  in  every  ftate  line  of  the  army.  It  was  in  a 
peculiar  manner  calculated  to  inflame  every  breaft,  and 
to  provoke  all  to  unite  in  redrefTing  their  own  grievances 
while  they  had  arms  in  their  hands.  To  fap  the  influ- 
ence of  the  commander  in  chief,  fhould  he  attempt  to 
counteract  the  meafure,-  they  were  directed  to  cc  fuipedt 
the  man  who  would  advife  to  more  moderation  and 
longer  forbearance."  As  foon  as  gen.  Wafhington  ob- 
tained the  knowledge  of  thefe  papers,  after  taking  no- 
lice,  in  general  orders  of  the  nth,  of  the  anonymous 

A  a  2  invi- 
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1 7 83*  invitations,  he  requefted  the  general  and  field  officers, 
with  one  officer  from  each  company,  and  a  proper  re- 
prefentation  from  the  ftaff  of  the  army,  to  afiemble  on 
the  following  Saturday,  the  ifth.  This  he  did,  <c  in 
order  to  refcue  the  foot  that  flood  wavering  on  the  pre- 
cipice of  defpair,  from  taking,  while  the  paflions  were 
inflamed,  thofe  fleps  which  would  have  led  to  the  abyfs 
of  mifery.  He  acled  upon  the  principle,  that  it  is 
eafier  to  divert  from  a  wrong  to  a  right  path,  than  it  is 
to  recall  the  hafty  and  fatal  fleps  which  have  been  al- 
ready taken."  The  period  previous  to  the  officers  af- 
fembling,  was  improved  by  the  general  for  foftening 
them  down.  The  treatment  they  had  met  with,  the  fuf- 
picions  they  had  entertained  of  a  defign  to  trick  them, 
the  ftrong  indications  that  had  appeared  of  an  inclination 
ib  to  do,  and  other  occurrences,  had  imbittered  their 
fpirits ;  fo  that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty,  that  he 
could  calm  and  bring  them  to  a  temper  which  promifed 
an  happy  iflue  to  the  meeting  he  had  propofed.  He 
fent  for  one  officer  after  another,  and  talked  to  them 
privately,  fetting  before  them  the  ill  confequences  of  vi- 
olent meafures,  and  the  lofs  of  character  that  would  fol- 
low ;  and  brought  feveral  to  their  tears.  Numbers  were 
prevailed  upon  to  relinquifh  their  intentions,  and  agreed 
to  purfue  moderate  meafures.  A  fecond  addrefs  ap- 
peared on  the  1 2th,  wherein  the  author  artfully  infinu- 
ated,  that  the  general  approved  of  their  difcufiing  the 
fubject,  which  had  been  propofed  by  himfelf  in  the  firfl. 
Mar.  When  the  officers  were  convened  on  the  ifth,  thofe 
^*  who  were  for  moderate  meafures  contrived  that  general 
Gates,  who  was  thought  to  be  too  much  in  favor  of  the 
reverfe,  fhould  be  chofen  prefident.  After  that,  the 
5  com- 
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commander  in  chief  addrefled  the  meeting.  The  firft  J783« 
and  largeft  part  of  the  fpeech  was  employed  in  coun- 
teracting the  effects  produced  by  the  anonymous  papers. 
His  excellency  thus  expreffed  himfelf — "  The  author  of 
the  addrefs  is  entitled  to  much  credit  for  the  goodnefs  of 
his  pen ;  and  I  could  wifh  he  had  as  much  credit  for 
the  rectitude  of  his  heart. — He  was  right  to  infmuate 
the  darkeft  fufpicion  to  effect  the  blacked  defign. — My 
God !  what  can  this  writer  have  in  view  by  recommend- 
ing fuch  meafures  ?  Can  he  be  a  friend  to  the  army  ? 
Can  he  be  a  friend  to  this  country  ?  Rather  is  he.  not  an 
infidious  foe  ?  Some  emiffary  perhaps,  from  New  York, 
plotting  the  ruin  of  both,  by  fowing  the  feeds  of  difcord 
and  feparation  between  the  civil  and  military  powers  of 
the  continent  ?"  He  afterward  pledged  himfelf  in  the 
mod  unequivocal  manner  to  exert  all  his  abilities  in  their 
favor  5  requefted  them  to  rely  on  the  faith  of  their  coun- 
try, and  to  place  a  full  confidence  in  the  purity  of  the 
intentions  of  congrefsj  and  conjured  them,  in  the  name 
of  their  common  country,  as  they  valued  their  honor, 
as  they  refpected  the  rights  of  humanity,  and  as  they 
regarded  the  military  and  national  character  of  America, 
to  exprefs  their  utmoft  deteftation  of  the  man,  who 
wifhes,  under  any  fpecious  pretences,  to  overturn  the 
liberties  of  their  country ;  and  who  wickedly  attempts  to 
open  the  flood  gates  of  civil  difcord,  and  deluge  their 
rifmg  empire  in  blood. 

It  was  happy  for  the  army  and  countryj  that,  when 
his  excellency  had  finiihed  and  withdrawn,  no  one  rofe 
and  obferved,  <c  that  general  Wafhington  was  about  to 
quit  the  military  line  laden  with  honor,  and  that  he  had  a 
CQ:.fi4eiahle  eftate  to  fupport  him  with  dignity,  but  that 

A  a  3 
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*783*their  cafe  was  very  different."  Had  fuch  ideas  been 
thrown  out,  and  properly  enlarged  upon,  the  meeting 
would  probably  have  concluded  very  differently.  But 
no  counterpoife  being  offered  to  the  fpeech,  the  bufmefs 
of  the  day  was  finifhed  to  the  wifhes  of  his  excellency. 
The  meeting  of  officers  unanirnouily  thanked  him  for 
his  addrefs.  They  alfo  refolved  unanimoufly,  That  no 
circumflances  of  diflrefs  or  danger  fhould  induce  a  con- 
duct that  might  tend  to  fully  the  reputation  and  glory 
they  had  acquired — That  the  army  continued  to  have 
an  unfhaken  confidence  in  the  juftice  of  congrefs  and 
their  country — That  his  excellency  be  requeftecl  to  write 
to  the  prefident  of  congrefs,  earneftly  entreating  their 
fpeedy  decifion  upon  the  fubjects  of  the  officers'  addrefs 
• — That  they  view  with  abhorrence,  and  reject  with  dif- 
dain,  the  infamous  proportions  contained  in  a  late  ano- 
nymous addrefs  to  the  officers  of  the  army. 

General  Wafhington,  in  a  letter  of  the  1 8th,  tranf- 
mitted  to  congrefs  an  account  of  what  had  patted  at  the 
meeting  of  the  officers,  and  urged  in  the  ftrongeft  man- 
M  ner  their  being  gratified  in  what  they  had  before  applied 
22.  '  for.  On  the  22d,  congrefs  refolved  that  the  officers 
fhould  be  entitled  to  receive  to  the  amount  of  five  years 
full  pay  in  money,  or  fccurities  on  intereft  at  fix  per 
cent,  per  ann.  inflead  of  half  pay  for  life.  Though  this 
commutation  was  granted,  the  fears  of  the  army  were 
ftill  alive,  left  they  fhould  be  difbanded  or  the  lines  be 
feparated,  before  their  accounts  were  liquidated.  The 
commander  in  chief  was  for  their  being  difbanded  as 
foon  as  poffible  j  but  then  he  thought  their  wifhes  fhould 
be  confulted,  which  he  pronounced  moderate  in  their 
mode,  and  perfectly  compatible  with  the  honor,  dignity 
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•and  juftice,  due  from  the  country;  as  they  only  involved  i785. 
complete  fettlement  and  partial  payment,  previous  to 
any  difperfion.     Three  months  pay  at  lead  was  univer- 
ially  expected. 

By  the  24th  of  March,  congrefs  received  a  letter  of  2*» 
Feb.  5th,  from  the  marquis  dc  la  Fayette,  announcing 
a  general  peace,  and  a  copy  of  orders  given  by  count 
D'Efhing,  for  the  purpofe  of  putting  a  flop  to  all  hofti- 
lities  by  fea:  hereupon  they  directed  thejnarine  agent 
immediately  to  recall  all  armed  veiTels  cruifing  under 
com  minions  from  the  United  States  of  America.  The 
marquis's  letter  was  dated  from  Cadiz :  in  it  he  wrote— 
fc  forty-nine  (hips  and  twenty  thoufand  men  are  now 
here,  whom  count  D'Eftaing  was  to  join  with  the  com- 
bined forces  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  during  the  fummer 
they  were  to  co-operate  with  our  American  army.  Nay, 
it  had  lately  been  granted,  that  while  count  D'Eftaing 
was  elfewhere,  I  fhould  enter  St.  Lawrence  river  at  the 
head  of  a  French  corps.  It  is  known  that  I  ever  was 
bent  upon  the  addition  of  Canada  to  the  United  States." 
On  the  4th  of  April,  capt.  John  Derby  commanding 
the  Aftrea,  arrived  at  Salem  from  Nantz  in  22  days, 
and  brought  with  him  a  printed  copy  of  a  declaration 
of  the  American  minifters,  given  at  Paris  the  2Oth  of 
February,  and  figned  John  Adams,  B.  Franklin,  John 
Jay.  It  mentions,  that  the  ratifications  of  the  prelimi-' 
nary  articles  <?f  peace  figned  the  2Oth  of  January,  be- 
tween his  moft  chriftian  majefty  and  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  were  in  due  form  exchanged  by  their  minifters 
on  the  third  of  February ;  from  which  day  the  feveral 
terms  fpecifted  for  the  ceilation  of  hoftilities  are  to  be 
computed  relative  to  all  Britilh  and  American  veiTels  and 
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360  THE     HISTORY     OF     THE 

1 7  83«  effects.  Thus  the  fame  captain,  who  carried  to  Great 
Britain  the  firft  news  of  actual  hoftilities  at  Lexington, 
brought  to  the  Maflachufetts  the  firfl  news  of  the  ratifica- 
tions of  the  articles  of  peace  being  exchanged. 

A  copy  of  the  articles  for  concluding  a  general  peace 
between   Great  Britain  and  America,    being  received 
April from  Philadelphia,  were  publifhed  together  with  the  de- 
40.    claration  in  the  Bofton  papers  of  the  loth.     The  peo- 
ple at  large  are  now  fully  gratified  with  the  knowledge 
of  all  the  particulars,  exprefled  in  the  following  words. 

Articles  agreed  tipcn  by  and  between  Richard  OJwald  efq. 
the,  commijjioner  of  his  Britannic  majefty  for  treating  of 
peace  with  the  ccmmiffioners  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica•,  in  behalf  of  his  faid  majefty,  on  the  one  part -,  and 
John  Adams ,  Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Jay  and  Henry 
Laurens*  four  of  the  faid  commijfioner s  of  the  Jaidftates 
for  treating  of  peace  with  the  commiffioner  of  his  faid 
majefty,  on  their  behalf,  on  the  other  part :  to  be  inferted 
in,  and  to  conftitute  the  treaty  of  peace  propofed  to  be 
concluded  between  the  crown  of  Great -Britain,  and  the 
Jaid  United  States ;  but  which  treaty  is  not  to  be  con- 
cluded until  terms  of  a  peace  ft  all  be  agreed  upon  between 
Great-Britain  and  France,  and  his  Britannic  majefty 
ft  all  be  ready  to  conclude  fuch  treaty  accordingly. 

WHEREAS  reciprocal  advantages  and  mutual  con- 
yenience  are  found  by  experience  to  form  the  only  per- 
manent: foundation  of  peace  and  friendihip  between  dates; 
it  is  agreed  to  form  the  articles  of  the  propofed  treaty 
on  fuch  principles  of  liberal  equity  and  reciprocity,  as 
that  partial  advantages  (thofe  feeds  of  difcord)  being 
excluded,  fuch  4  beneficial  and  fetisfaftpry  intercourfe 

between 
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between  the  two  countries  may  be  eftablifhed,  as  to  pro-  I783- 
mife  and  fecure  to  both  perpetual  peace  and  harmony. 

ARTICLE  I.  His  Britannic  majefty  acknowledges  the 
faid  United  States,  viz.  New-Hampfhire,  Mafiachufetts- 
Bay,  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connec  - 
ticut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Dela- 
ware, Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South- 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  to  be  free,  fovereign,  and  inde- 
pendent dates;  that  he  treats  with  them  as  fuch ;  and  for 
himfelf,  his  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  relinquifhes  all  claims 
to  the  government,  propriety  and  territorial  rights  of  the 
fame,  and  every  part  thereof;  and  that  all  difputes  which 
might  arife  in  future,  on  the  fubject  of  the  boundaries 
of  the  faid  United  States  may  be  prevented,  it  is  hereby 
agreed  and  declared,  that  the  following  are,  and  ihall  be 
their  boundaries,  viz. 

ARTICLE  II.  From  the  north-weft  angle  of  Nova- 
Scotia,  viz.  that  angle  which  is  formed  by  a  line  drawn 
due  north,  from  the  fource  of  Saint  Croix  river  to  the 
Highlands,  along  the  faid  Highlands  which  divide  thofe 
rivers  that  empty  themfelves  into  the  river  Saint  Law- 
rence, from  thofe  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  to 
the  north-weftern-moft  head  of  Connecticut  river;  thence 
down  along  the  middle  of  that  river  to  the  forty-fifth 
degree  of  north  latitude;  from  thence  by  a  line  due  weft 
on  faid  latitude  until  it  ftrikes  the  river  Iroquois  or 
Cataraquy;  thence  along  the  middle  of  'aid  river  into 
lake  Ontario;  through  the  middle  of  faid  lake,  until  it 
ftrikes  the  communication  by  water  between  that  lake 
and  lake  Erie ;  thence  along  the  middle  of  faid  e 
municaticm  into  lake  Erie;  through  the  middle  < 
lake,  until  it  arrives  at  the  water-communication  b 
that  lake  and  lake  Huron ;  thence  along  the  IT 
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*783-  faid  water-communication  into  the  lake  Huron  ;  thence 
through  the  middle  of  faid  lake  to  the  water- communi- 
cation between  that  lake  and  lake  Superior ;  thence 
through  lake  Superior,  northward  of  the  ifles  Royal  and 
Phelipeaux,  to  the  Long  Lake ;  thence  through  the 
middle  of  faid  Long  Lake,  and  the  water-communica- 
tion between  it  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  to  the  faid 
Lake  of  the  Woods;  thence  through  the  laid  lake  to 
the  moil  north-weflern  point  thereof,  and  from  thence 
©n  a  due  weft  courfe  to  the  river  MiiTiffippi ;  thence  by 
a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  faid  river 
MifTiffippi,  until  it  fhall  interject  the  northernmoft  part 
of  the  thirty-firft  degree  of  north  latitude  : — fouth  by  a 
line  to  be  drawn  due  earl  from  the  determination  of  the 
line  laft-mentioned,  in  the  latitude  of  thirty-one  degrees 
north  of  the  equator,  to  the  middle  of  the  river  Apala- 
chicola  or  Catahouche ;  thence  along  the  middle  thereof 
to  its  junction  with  the  Flint  river ;  thence  itraight  to 
the  head  of  St.  Mary's  river,  and  thence  down  along  the 
middle  of  St.  Mary's  river,  to  the  Atlantic  ocean : — 
call  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river 
St.  Croix  from  its  mouth  in  the  bay  of  Fundy  to  its 
fource  -,  and  from  its  fource  directly  north  to  the  afore- 
faid  Highlands,  which  divide  the  rivers  that  fall  into 
the  Atlantic  ocean,  from  thofe  which  fall  into  the  river 
St.  Lawrence ;  comprehending  all  iflands  within  twenty 
leagues  of  any  part  of  the  Ihores  of  the  United  States, 
and  lying  between  lines  to  be  drawn  due  eail  from  the 
points  where  the  aforefaid  boundaries  between  Nova- 
Scotia  on  the  one  part,  and  Kail-Florida  on  the  other, 
lhall  refpedtively  touch  the  bay  of  Fundy,  and  the  At- 
lantic ocean i  excepting  fuch  iflands  as  now  are,  or  here- 
tofore 
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tofore  have  been,  within  the  limits  of  the  faid  province 
of  Nova- Scotia. 

ARTICLE  III.  It  is  agreed,  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  fhall  continue  to  enjoy,  unmolefted,  the 
right  to  take  fifh  of  every  kind  on  the  Grand  Bank;  and 
on  all  other  banks  of  Newfoundland  -,  alfo  in  the  gulph 
of  St.  Lawrence,  and  at  all  other  places  in  the  fea, 
where  the  inhabitants  of  both  countries  ufed  at  any  time 
heretofore  to  fifh.  And  alfo  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States  fnall  have  liberty  to  take  fifh  of  every 
kind  on  fuch  part  of  the  coaft  of  Newfoundland,  as 
Britifh  fifhermen  fhall  ufe  (but  not  to  dry  or  cure  the 
fame  on  that  ifland)  and  alfo  on  the  coafls,  bays,  and 
creeks  of  all  other  of  his  Britannic  majefly's  dominions 
in  America;  and  that  the  American  fifhermen  fhall  have 
liberty  to  dry  and  cure  fifh  in  any  of  the  unfettled  bays, 
harbours,  and  creeks  of  Nova-Scotia,  Magdalen  iflands, 
and  Labrador,  fo  long  as  the  fame  fhall  remain  un- 
fettled ;  but  fo  foon  as  the  fame,  or  either  of  them,  fhall 
fye  fettled,  it  fhall  not  be  lawful  for  the  faid  fifhermen 
to  dry  or  cure  fifh  at  fuch  fettlement,  without  a  previous 
agreement  for  that  purpofe  with  the  inhabitants,  pro- 
prietors or  poflefTors  of  the  ground. 

ARTICLE  IV.  It  is  agreed,  that  creditors  on  either 
fide  fhail  meet  with  no  lawful  impediment  to  the  recovery 
of  the  full  value  in  flerling  money  of  all  bond  fde  debts 
heretofore  contra&ed. 

ARTICLE  V.  It  is  agreed,  that  the  Congrefs  fhall 
earneftly  recommend  it. to  the  legifiatnres  of  the  refpec- 
tive  ftates,  to  provide  for  the  reflitution  of  all  eflates, 
rights  and  properties,  which  have  been  confiscated,  be- 
longing to,  real  Britifh  fubjects:  and  alfo  of  the  eftates, 

rights 
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1783.  rights  and  properties  of  perfons  refident  in  diftri&s  in 
the  pofiefTion  of  his  majefty's  arms,  and  who  have  not 
borne  arms  againft  the  faid  United  States:  and  that  per- 
fons of  any  other  defcription  fhall  have  free  liberty  to  go 
to  any  part  or  parts  of  any  of  the  Thirteen  United 
States,  and  therein  to  remain  twelve  months  unmolefled 
in  their  endeavours  to  obtain  the  reftitution  of  fuch  of 
their  efiates,  rights  and  properties,  as  may  have  been 
confiscated :  and  that  Congrefs  {hall  alfo  earneftly  recom- 
mend to  the  feveral  ftates  a  reconfideration  and  revifion 
of  all  acts  or  laws  regarding  the  premifes,  fo  as  to  ren- 
der the  faid  laws  or  ads  perfectly  confident,  not  only 
with  juftice  and  equity,  but  with  that  fpirit  of  concilia- 
tion, which,  on  the  return  of  the  bleflings  of  peace, 
fhould  univerfally  prevail. — AND  that  Congrefs  fhall  alfo 
earnedly  recommend  to  the  feveral  ftates,  that  the  eftates, 
rights  and  properties  of  fuch  lafl-mentioned  perfons 
fhall  be  reftored  to  them,  they  refunding  to  any  perfons 
who  may  be  now  in  pofieflion,  the  bond  fide  price  (where 
any  has  been  given)  which  fuch  perfons  may  have  paid 
on  purchafing  any  of  the  faid  lands,  rights  or  properties, 
fince  the  confifcation. — AND  it  is  agreed,  that  all  per- 
fons who  have  any  intereft  in  confifcated  lands,  either  by 
debts,  marriage  fettlements  or  otherwife,  fhall  meet  with 
no  lawful  impediment  in  the  profecution  of  their  juft 
rights. 

ARTICLE  VI.  That  there  fhall  be  no  future  confif-, 
cations  made,  nor  any  profecutions  commenced  againd 
any  perfon  or  perfons,  for  or  by  reafon  of  the  part  which 
he  or  they  may  have  taken  in  the  prefent  war,  and  that 
no  perfon  fhall  on  that  account,  fuffer  any  future  lofs  or 
damage,  either  in  his  perfon,  liberty  or  property ;  and 

that 
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that  thofe  who  may  be  in  confinement  on  fuch  charges 
at  the  time  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  in  America, 
fhall  be  immediately  fet  at  liberty,  and  the  profecutions 
fo  commenced  be  difcontinued. 

ARTICLE  VII.  There  fhall  be  a  firm  and  perpetual 
peace  between  his  Britannic  majefty  and  the  faid  dates, 
and  between  the  fubjects  of  the  one  and  the  citizens  of 
the  other,  wherefore  all  hoftilities  both  by  fea  and  land 
ihallthen  immediately  ceafe:  all  prifoners  on  both  fides 
lhall  be  fet  at  liberty,  and  his  Britannic  majefty  fhall 
with  all  convenient  fpeed,  and  without  caufing  any  de- 
flection, or  carrying  away  any  negroes,  or  other  pro- 
perty of  the  American  inhabitants,  withdraw  all  his 
armies,  garrifons  and  fleets  from  the  faid  United  States, 
and  from  every  port,  place,  and  harbour  within  the 
fame ;  leaving  in  all  fortifications  the  American  artillery 
that  may  be  therein :  and  fhall  alfo  order  and  caufe  all 
archives,  records,  deeds  and  papers  belonging  to  any  of 
the  faid  flates,  or  their  citizens,  which  in  the  courfe  of 
the  war  may  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  his  officers,  to 
be  forthwith  reftored  and  delivered  to  the  proper  flates 
and  perfons  to  whom  they  belong. 

ARTICLE  VIII.  The  navigation  of  the  river  Miffif- 
fippi,  from  its  fource  to  the  ocean,  fhall  for  ever  remain 
free  and  open  to  the  fubjects  of  Great-Britain,  and  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 

ARTICLE  IX.-  In  cafe  it  fhould  fo  happen  that  any 
place  or  territory  belonging  to  Great-Britain,  or  to  the 
United  States,  fhould  be  conquered  by  the  arms  of 
either,  from  the  other,  before  the  arrival  of  thefe  arti- 
cles in  America,  it  is  agreed  that  the  fame  fhall  be  re- 
ftored 
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i783-ftored   without  difficulty,    and   without   requiring   any 
compenfation. 

Dtone  at  Paris,  the  thirtieth  day  of 
November,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-two. 

RICHARD  OSWALD.     (L.  S.) 
JOHN  ADAMS,  (L.  S.) 

B.  FRANKLIN,  (L.  S.) 

JOHN  JAY,  (L.  S.) 

HENRY  LAURENS.      (L.  S.) 

Witnefs, 
CALEB  WHITEFOORD,  fecretary  to  the 

Britifh  commiffion. 
W.  T.  FRANKLIN,  fecretary  to  the 

American  commiffion. 

By  the  public  prints  we  learn,  that  the  following  are 
the  principal  articles  of  peace  between  the  other  powers. 
France  is  to  retain  Tobago  and  Senegal :  but  is  to  re- 
ftore  to  Great  Britain,  fort  James  on  the  river  Gambia, 
Grenada,  the  Grenadines,  St.  Vincent's,  Dominica,  St. 
Chriftopher's,  Nevis  and  Montferrat.  Great  Britain  is 
to  reftore  to  France,  Goree,  St.  Lucie,  St.  Pierre  and 
Miquelon.  The  fifhery  of  France  and  Great  Britain  on 
the  coaft  of  Newfoundland,  to  remain  on  the  fame 
footing  on  which  they  were  by  the  treaty  of  1763,  ex- 
cept that  part  of  the  coaft  of  Bonavifta,  at  Cape  St. 
John's,  which  is  to  belong  to  the  Britifh.  France  is  to 
be  re-eftablilhed  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  as  well  in  Bengal, 
as  on  the  eaft  and  weft  coaft  of  the  Peninfula,  as  regu- 
lated 
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lated  by  the  treaty  of  1763.  The  articles  of  all  pre-  1783* 
ceding  treaties  concerning  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk, 
are  to  be  iupprefled.  Spain  is  to  retain  Minorca  and 
Weft  Florida;  and  Great  Britain  cedes  Eafl  Florida  to 
Spain,  An  agreement  is  to  be  entered  into  between, 
Spain  and  Great  Britain,  about  the  cutting  of  wood  in 
the  bay  of  Honduras.  St.  Euftatia,  Demerara  and  IfTe- 
quibo,  are  to  be  reftored  by  the  French  to  the  United 
Provinces. 

At  12  o'clock  on  the  i9th  of  April,  the  day  which  APnl 
completed  the  eighth  year  of  the  war,  the  cefTation  of 
hoftilities  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
was  proclaimed  in  the  American  army  by  order  of  gen. 
Wafhington. 

Though  it  is  ftipulated  by  the  yth  article  of  the  pro- 
vifional  treaty,  that  "  his  Britannic  majefty  fhall,  with- 
out carrying  away  any  negroes,  or  other  property  of  the 
American  inhabitants,  withdraw  all  his  armies,  garrifons 
and  fleets  from  the  United  States  ;"  yet  a  confiderable 
number  of  negroes  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  thefe 
ilates  were  carried  off.  This  produced  a  conference 
between  general  Wafhington  and  Sir  Guy  Carleton  on  M 
the  fubjedt,  at  Taapan  on  the  6th  of  May.  Sir  Guy  6* 
principally  infilled,  that  he  conceived  it  could  not  have 
been  the  intention  of  the  Britilh  government,  by  the 
treaty  of  peace,  to  reduce  themfelves  to  the  neceffity  of 
violating  their  faith  to  the  negroes,  who  came  into  the 
Britifh  lines  under  the  proclamations  of  his  predeceffors. 
He  forbore  to  exprefs  his  fentiments  on .  the  propriety 
of  thefe  proclamations  -,  but  urged  that  delivering  up 
the  negroes  to  their  former  mailers,,  would  be  delivering 
them  up,  fome  poflibly  to  executions,  and  others  to 
i  feverc 
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i783«fevere  punifhments,  which  in  his  opinion  would  be  a 
difhonorable  violation  of  the  public  faith  pledged  to  the 
negroes  in  the  ^oclamations.  He  obferved,  that  if  the 
fending  away  of  the  negroes  fhould  hereafter  be  declared 
an  infraction  of  the  treaty,  compenfation  muft  be  made 
to  the  owners  by  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  5  and 
that  he  had  taken  meafures  to  provide  for  this,  by  di- 
recting a  regifter  to  be  kept  of  all  the  negroes  who 
were  fent  off,  fpecifying  the  name,  age  and  occupation 
of  the  flave,  and  the  name  and  place  of  refidence  of  his 
former  mailer.  He  remarked,  that  he  was  not  by  the 
treaty  held  to  deliver  up  any  property,  but  was  only 
reftrained  from  carrying  it  away.  He  concluded  the 
converfation  on  the  fubject  by  faying,  he  imagined  that 
the  mode  of  compenfating,  as  well  as  the  accounts  and 
other  points  with  refpedt  to  which  there  was  no  exprels 
provifion  made  by  the  treaty,  muft  be  adjudged  by 
M  commiflioners  to  be  hereafter  appointed  by  the  two 
26.  nations.  On  the  26th  of  May  congrefs  refolved,  that 
the  American  miniflers  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating 
the  peace  fhould  be  directed  to  remonftrate  on  the  fub- 
ject to  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  take  proper 
meafures  for  obtaining  fuch  reparation  as  the  nature  of 
the  cafe  would  admit.  The  fame  day  they  refolved,  that 
gen.  Wafhington  fhould  be  inftrudted  to  grant  furloughs 
to  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers  who  had 
inlifted  for  the  war,  together  with  a  proportionable 
number  of  commiffioned  officers  of  the  different  grades  ; 
and  that  the  general  and  fecretary  at  war  Ihould  take 
the  proper  meafures  for  conducting  thofe  troops  home, 
In  fuch  a  manner  as  might  be  moil  convenient  to  them- 
felves  and  to  the  flates  through  which  they  might  pafs  ; 

and 
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and  that  the  men  thus  furloughed  ihould  be  allowed  to  X783- 
take  their  arms  with  them.  Something  of  a  fimilar  re- 
folution  was  taken  refpefting  the  North  Carolina  troops 
under  gen.  Greene.  You  may  think  it  worth  record- 
ing, that  Greene  wrote  on  the  2d  of  February  from 
Charleflown — <c  Ever  fmce  the  enemy  have  been  gone, 
we  have  been  obliged  to  fubfift  the  troops  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet.  The  date  agents  dropped  the  bufinefs 
the  moment  Charleftown  was  evacuated,  nor  could  the 
authority  or  influence  of  government  induce  them  to 
continue  a  moment  longer."  More  than  three  weeks 
before  the  foldiers  were  ordered  to  be  furloughed,  con- 
grefs  called  upon  the  refpective  dates  to  forward  the  col- 
lection of  their  taxes,  that  fo  the  financier  might  have 
wherewith  to  advance  them  a  part  of  their  pay  before 
they  left  the  field  3  and  he  at  the  fame  time  was  directed 
to  make  the  neceflary  arrangements  for  carrying  the 
views  of  congrefs  into  execution. 

The  refblve  of  congrefs  for  furloughing  the  foldiers 
inlifted  for  the  war,  and  a  proportionate  number  of  offi- 
cers, and  the  order  of  the  commander  in  chief  founded 
upon  it  on  the  2d  of  June,  excited  aftoniihment  and 
chagrin  in  the  generals  and  officers  commanding  regi- 
ments and  corps  in  the  cantonment  on  Hudfon's  river. 
They  addrefied  their  commander  upon  the  cccafion  on 
the  ^th  5  folicited  his  further  aid  on  their  behalf;  and  ^une 
entreated  that  his  order  might  be  fo  far  varied,  as  that 
no  officer  or  foldier  fiiould  be  obliged  to  receive  a  fur- 
lough, until  congrefs  could  be  apprized  of  the  wretched 
fituation  into  which  the  army  muft  be  plunged  by  a  con- 
formity to  it.  The  next  day  general  Wafhington  return- 
ed them  a  fatisfadtory  anfwer.  He  exprefied  his  hope, 
-  VOL.  IV.  B  b  that 
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J783'that  the  financier's  notes  for  three  months  pay  to  the 
army  would  foon  arrive,  and  that  the  fettlement  of  ac- 
counts might  be  completed  in  a  very  few  days;  by 
which  the  two  fubjects  of  the  army's  complaint  would 
be  removed. 

Affairs  were  fo  regulated,  that  by  the  middle  of  June 
the  foldiers  were  daily  returning  home,  with  fuch  good 

June  Qrtjer  as  di£  them  great  honor.  On  the  i8th  of  the 
month,  general  Washington  addrefled  a  circular  letter 
to  the  feveral  governors  and  prefidents  of  the  United 
States,  announcing  his  intended  refignation  of  the  com- 
mand of  the  army,  and  exprefling  his  thoughts  as  to 
thofe  wife  and  falutary  meafures,  which  he  thought  could 
alone  make  the  dates  a  great  and  flourifhing  people, 
"  There  are  four  things,  (he  faid)  which,  I  humbly  con- 
ceive, are  efiential  to  the  well-being,  I  may  venture  to 
fay,  to  the  exiftence  of  the  United  States  as  an  indepen- 
dent power,  i ft.  An  indififoluble  union  of  the  ftates 
under  one  fcederal  head.  sdly,  A  facred  regard  to  pub- 
lic juftice.  3dly,  The  adoption  of  a  proper  peace  efta- 
blifhment.  And  4thly,  The  prevalence  of  that  pacific 
and  friendly  difpofition  among  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  which  will  induce  them  to  forget  their  local  pre7 
judices  and  politics ;  to  make  thpfe  mutual  concefiions 
which  are  requifite  to  the  general  prpfperity ;  and,  in 
fome  inftances,  to  facrifice  their  individual  advantages 
to  the  intereft  of  the  community.  Thefe  are  the  pil- 
lars on  which  the  glorious  fabric  of  our  independency 
and  national  qharader  muft  be  fupported."  Toward 
the  clofe  his  words  were — cc  It  remains  then,  to  be  my 
final  and  only  requeft,  that  your  excellency  will  com- 
municate thefe  fentiments  to  your  legiflature,  at  their 

next 
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next  meeting  3  and  that  they  may  be  confidered  as  the  1783. 
legacy  of  one  who  has  ardently  wifhed,  on  all  occ.ifions, 
to  be  ufeful  to  his  country,  and  who,  even  in  the  fliade 
of  retirement,  will  not  fail  to  implore  the  divine  bene- 
diction upon  it." 

A  committee  of  congrcfs  having  been  appointed  to 
inquire  fully  into  the  proceedings  of  the  office  of  finance, 
reported  on  the  lyth  of  June,  that  in  examining  the  re- June 
forms  which  had  been  made  in  the  public  expenditures,  I?" 
their  attention  was  necefTarily  called  to  the  expenditures 
of  former  years ;  and  that  in  comparing  thefe  with  the 
preient,  and  making  every  allowance  for  the  difference 
of  times  and  circumftances,  they  were  of  opinion,  that 
the  order  and  oeconomy  which  had  been  introduced 
fince  the  efrablilhment  of  this  office,  had  been  attended 
with  great  favuigs  of  public  money,  as  well  as  many 
other  beneficial  confequences.  The  fame  was  ordered 
to  be  entered  on  the  journals. 

The  extravagance,  \vafte  and  enormities  in  expences 
and  charges  among  the  Britifh,  being  the.  fubjects  of 
converfation  in  company  with  feveral  of  the  New  Eng- 
land delegates ;  thefe  were  led  to  remark  upon  the  enor- 
mous expences  of  the  American  army  through  wafte, 
bad  management,  and  ot^sr  cauies.  After  that,  two 
of  the  MaiTachufctts  delegates  acknowledged,  that  it  coft 
congrefs  at  the  rate  of  18  millions  per  annum  hard  dol~ 
lars,  to  carry  on  the  war  till  Mr.  Morris  was  chofea 
financier,  and  that  then  it  coft  them  but  about  five  mil- 
lions. 
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Rcxbury,  April  9,   1784. 

DVICE  being  fent  by  exprefs  to  Philadelphia 
from  Lancafter,  67  miles  diftant,  that  about 
eighty  of  the  Pennfylvania  levies  ftationed  there,  were 
marching  to  the  city  in  defiance  of  their  officers,  to  feek 
a  redrefs  of  grievances  from  the  executive  council  of 
the  ftate,  the  fame  was  communicated  to  congrefs ;  who 
appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  council  on 
the  1 9th  of  June.  The  committee  urged  the  calling 
out  a  detachment  of  militia  to  intercept  the  mutineers 
on  their  march,  and  fuggefted  the  danger  of  their  being 
fuffered  to  join  the  troops  in  the  barracks,  who  a  few 
days  before  had  fent  an  iniblent  and  threatening  mefiage 
to  congrefs,  in  the  name  of  a  board  of  fergeants.  The 
council  fhowing  a  reluctance  to  comply,  from  an  opi- 
nion that  the  milida  would  not  be  willing  to  act,  till 
fome  outrage  was  committed  by  the  troops,  the  affiftant 
fecretary  at  war  was  fent  by  the  committee  to  meet  the 
mutineers,  and  endeavour  to  engage  them  to  return  to 
Lancafter.  They  however  perfifted,  and  arrived  on  the 
morning  of  the  2Oth  at  Philadelphia.  They  proceeded 
to  the  barracks,  where  we.re  quartered  about  150  vete- 
rans lately  arrived  from  Carolina,  the  corps  of  artillery 
and  others  of  different  corps,  amounting  to  upward  of 
J"ne  300  in  the  whole.  The  clay  following,  the  troops,  with 
fixed  bayonets  and  drums  beating,  marched  to  the  ftate- 

houfe, 
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houfe,  the  feat  of  congrefs,  and  of  the  fupreme  executive  1783.. 
council  of  Pennfylvania.     They  placed  guards  at  every 
door,  fent  in  a  written  meffage  to  the  prefident  and 
council,  and  threatened  to  let  loofe  an  enraged  foldiery 
upon  them,  if  they  were  not  gratified  as  to  their  demand 
within  twenty  minutes.     No  addrefs  was  made  to  con-, 
grefs ;  but  for  fbme  hours  their  fituation  was  not  very 
agreeable,  while  they  were  iiirrounded  by  about  300 
men,  with  guards  placed  at  their  doors,  and  the  foldiers. 
from  every  appearance  feemingly  prepared  for  the  word 
purpofes.     Before  the  opportunity  prefented  (after  being 
about  three  hours  under  durefle)  of  retiring  without  any 
other  inful t  offered  to  them  collectively  or  individually, 
they  refolved,  that  the  authority  of  the  United  States  had 
been  grofsly  infuked  by  the  armed  foldiers — that  the 
committee  confer  with  the  executive  council,  and  that 
in  cafe  it  fhould  appear  to  the  committee,  that  there 
was  no  fatisfaclory  ground  for  expecting  adequate  exer- 
tions, by  the  Pennfylvania  ftate,  for  fupporting  the  dig- 
nity of  the  fcederal  government ;  the  prefident,  on  the 
advice  of  the  committee,  fhould  fummon  the  members 
of  congrefs  to   meet  on  Thurfday  the  26th  at  Trenton 
or  Princeton— -and  that  the  fecretary  at  war  fhould  com- 
municate to  the  commander  in  chief,  the  flate  and  dif- 
pofition  of  the  troops  in  Philadelphia,  that  fo  he  might 
take  immediate  meafures  to  difpatch  to  the  city  fuch 
force  .as  he  fhouid  judge  expedient  for  fupprefiing  any 
enfuing  difturbances.     The  committee .  conferred  with 
the  council,    without  receiving   fatisfadlion,    while   the 
mutinous  difpofition  of  the  foldiery  continued :    they 
therefore  advifed  to  the  fummoning  of  congrefs  to  Tren- 
$on  or  Princeton.     When  the  inhabitants  of  Princeton 
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1783.  and  its  vicinity  knew  that  they  were  to  be  honored  with 
the  prefence  of  congrefs,  they  refolved  to  fupport  order 
and  good  government,  and  exerted  thcrnielves  to  ac- 
commodate the  reprefentatives  of  the  United  S rates. 

The  moment  general  Wafhington  was  inP  rmed  by 
cxprefs  of  the  mutiny  at  Philadelphia,  he  ordered  a  de- 
tachment of  1500  men  to  be  put  in  motion  immedU 
ately  j  and  gave  the  command  of  them  to  gen.  Robert 
Howe.     Upon  their  arrival,  the  difturbances  were  foon 
quieted,  without  bloodfhed,    and  feveral  of  the  muti- 
neers were  taken  up,  tried  and"  condemned,  two  to  fuf- 
fer  death,  and  four  to'  receive  corporal  punifhment ;  but 
were  afterward  pardoned  by  congrefs,  as  they  did  not 
appear  to  have  been  principals  in  the  mutiny,  and  *as  no 
lives  were  loft,  nor  any  deftruction  of  property  commit- 
ted.    Congrefs  were  fenfible  to  what  it  was  partly  ow- 
ing, that  they  had  been  obliged  to  change  their  refi- 
July   dcnce ;  they  therefore  directed,  on  the   1 1  th  of  July, 
the  fbperintendent  of  fiance  to  report  to  them,  the  rear 
fons  why  the  troops  lately  furloughed,  did  not  receive 
part  of  their  pay  previous  thereto,  agreeably  to  the  in- 
tention of  congrefs.     The  financier's  notes  with  which 
fuch  payment  was  at  length  made,  foon  pafied  at  a  con- 
fiderable  difcount,,  notwithstanding  the  receivers  in  the 
feveral  ftates  \vere  inftrucled  to  take  them  in  payment 
of  taxes ;  as  alfo  to  take  them  up  whenever  tendered,  if 
they  had  public  money  in  their  hands  :  thus  the  foldlay 
had  experience  of  a  frefh  hardfnip. 

AllS-       On  the  7th  of  Auguft,    the  reprefentatives   of  the 
7>      United  States  "  refolved  (unanimoufly,  ten  flates  being 
prefent)  That  an  cqueftrian  ftatue  of  general  Vv7aihing- 
ton,  be  erected  at  the  place  where  the  refidence  of  con- 
grefs 
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grefs  fhall  be  eftablifhtd  : — That  the  ftatue  be  of  bronze  J783- 
— The  general  to  be  reprefented  in  a  Roman  drefs,  hold* 
ing  a  truncheon  in  his  right  hand,  and  his  head  encir- 
cled with  a  laurel  wreath.  The  ftatue  to  be  fupported 
by  a  marble  pedeftal,  on  which  are  to  be  reprefented, 
in  baffb  relievo,  the  following  principal  events  of  the 
war,  in  which  general  Wafhington  commanded  in  per- 
ibn,  viz.  The  evacuation  of  Bofton — the  capture  of  the 
Heflians  at  Trenton — the  battle  of  Princeton — the  ac- 
tion of  Monmouth,  and  the  fnrrender  of  York.  On 
the  upper  part  of  the  front  of  the  pedeflal,  to  be  en- 
graved as  follows— The  United  States  in  congrefs  aflem- 
bled,  ordered  this  ftatue  to  be  creeled  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1783,  in  honor  of  George  Wafhington,  the  illuf- 
trious  commander  in  chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  during  the  war  which  vindicated  and 
fecured  their  liberty,  fovereignty  and  independence." 

Toward  the  end  of  July,  the  general  made  a  tour  to 
the  northward  as  far  as  Grown  Point.  When  returned 
he  waited  upon  congrefs  agreeable  to  invitation.  He 
was  introduced  by  two  members,  when  the  prefident  ad-  26. 
drefTed  him  with — "  Sir,  Congrefs  feel  particular  plea- 
fure'in  feeing  your  excellency,  and  in  congratulating 
you  on  the  fuccefs  of  a  war,  in  which  you  have  afted  fe 
confpicuous  a  part."  After  fome  further  affectionate 
and  commendatory  exprefTions,  he  clofed  with  fay.ng— 
"  Mobilities  -have  now  ceafed,  but  your  country  flill 
needs  your  fervices.  She  wifhes  to  avail  herfelf  of  your 
talents  in  forming  the  arrangements  which  will  be  necef- 
fary  for  her  in  the  time  of  peace.  For  this  reafon  your 
attendance  at  congrefs  has  been  requefted.  A  com- 
mittee is  appointed  to  confer  with  your  excellency,  and 
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.  to  receive  your  affifhnce  in  preparing  and  digefting 
plans  relative  to  thofe  important  objects."  The  com- 
mander in  chief  made  a  reply  that  was  highly  acceptable. 
He  alfo  removed  with  his  family  to  Rocky-hill,  near 
Princeton,  that  he  might  the  more  conveniently  confer 
with  the  committee. 

Sept.  Congrefs  in  a  proclamation  publifhed  to  the  United 
States,  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  concluded 
on  the  jd  of  April  1783,  between  the  king  of  Sweden 
and  the  United  States  of  North  America,  for  the  fpace 
of  fifteen  years,  by  the  honorable  Benjamin  Franklin, 
commirTioned  by  the  United  States,  and  a  minifler 
plenipotentiary  named  for  the  purpofe  by  the  faid  king. 
By  the  yth  article,  the  refident  fubjects  of  each  party 
are  permitted  fafely  to  navigate  their  veflels,  without 
any  regard  to  thofe  to  whom  the  merchandifes  and  car- 
goes may  belong ;  and  to  frequent  the  places  and  ports 
of  powers,  enemies  to  the  contracting  parties,  without 
being  in  any  wife  molefted,  and  to  carry  on  a  commerce 
not  only  directly  from  the  ports  of  an  enemy  to  a  neu- 
tral port,  but  even  from  one  port  of  an  enemy,  to  ano- 
ther port  of  an  enemy,  whether  it  be  under  the  jurif- 
diction  of  the  fame  or  of  different  princes. »-  Free  fhips 
are  to  make  merchandifes  free ;  and  every  thing  (con- 
traband goods  alway  excepted)  on  board  of  fhips  be- 
longing to  fubjects  of  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  con- 
tracting parties,  is  to  be  confidered  as  free,  even  though 
the  cargo  or  a  part  of  it  belongs  to  the  enemies  of  one 
or  both.  Perfons  on  board  a  free  fhip,  though  enemies 
to  both  or  either  of  the  parties',  are  not  to  be  taken  out 
of  the  free  fliip,  unlefs  they  are  foldiers  in  the  actual 
fervice  of  the  laid  enemies.  Article  the  9th  fpecifies 
i  arms. 
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arms,  great  guns,  and  various  warlike  inftruments,  under  1783,. 
the  name  of  contraband  or  prohibited  goods,  and  then 
clofes  with — "  and  all  other  like  kinds  of  arms  and  in- 
ftruments of  war  for  the  ufe  of  troops."  By  the  loth 
article  no  goods  are  to  be  confidered  as  contraband, 
which  have  not  been  worked  into  the  form  of  any  infcru- 
rnent  or  thing  for  the  purpofe  of  war  by  land  or  fea, 
much  lefs  fuch  as  have  been  prepared  or  wrought  up 
for  any  other  ufe,  all  which  are  to  be  reckoned  free 
goods;  as  alfo  all  thofc  which  are  not  comprehended  and 
particularly  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  article.  Such 
goods  may  be  freely  tranfported  by  the  fubje&s  of  either 
party,  even  to  places  belonging  to  an  enemy,  fuch  only 
excepted  as  are  befieged,  blocked  or  inverted;  and  thofe 
places  only  are  to  be  confidered  as  fuch,  which  are 
nearly  furrounded  by  one  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

The  eighth  of  Oclober  was  marked  by  the  attendance  oa. 
of  a  deputation  from  the  yearly  meeting  of  the  people  8* 
called  quakers,  who  being  admitted,  delivered  their  ad- 
drefs  to  congrefs  and  withdrew.  By  fuch  aft  that  Ame- 
rican body  of  people  acknowledged  the  independent 
fovereignty  of  the  United  States,  and  implicitly  pro^ 
felled  their  own  allegiance.  The  meeting  was  held  in 
Philadelphia,  for  Pennfylvania,  New  Jerfey,  Delaware, 
and  the  weflern  parts  of  Maryland  and  Virginia.  The 
addrefs  was  dated  the  4th  of  the  ioth  month,  and  was 
figned  by  more  than  five- hundred  members.  It  related 
to  the  flave  trade.  That  refpe&able  body  had  at  length, 
proceeded  fo  far  in  the  caufe  of  general  liberty,  wichout 
regarding  country  or  complexion,  as  to  enjoin  the  mem- 
bers of  their  fociety  to  liberate  all  fuch  as  they  held  in 
bondage :  which  injunction  was  generally  complied  with, 

and 
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1783.  and  the  African  thereby  reftored  to  his  natural  aiid  juft 
right.  They  feared  however,  that  fome,  forgetful  of 
the  days  of  diftrefs,  were  prompted  by  avaricious  mo- 
tives to  renew  the  trade  for  flaves  to  the  African  coafts, 
contrary  to  every  humane  and  righteous  confideration, 
and  in  oppofition  to  the  folemn  declarations  often  re- 
peated in  favor  of  univerfal  liberty.  They  therefore 
earneftly  folicited  the  chriftian  interpofition  of  congrefs, 
for  the  difcouragement  and  prevention  of  fo  obvious  an 
evil. 

oa,  Ten  days  after  the  delivery  of  their  addrefs,  congrefs 
l8<  by  proclamation  direfted  that  the  nth  of  December 
fhould  be  fet  apart  as  a  day  of  public  thankfgiving, 
On  the  fame  day  they  cc  refolved,  That  two  pieces  of 
the  field  ordnance  taken  from  the  Britiih  army  at  the 
Cowpens,  Augufta,  or  Eutaw,  be  prefented  by  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  to 
major  general  Greene,  as  a  public  teftimonial  of  the 
wifdom,  fortitude  and  military  fkill  which  diitinguiihed 
his  command  in  the  fouthern  department,  and  of  the 
eminent  fervices  which,  amidft  complicated  difficulties 
and  dangers,  and  againft  an  enemy  greatly  fuperior  in 
numbers,  he  has  fuccefsfully  performed  for  his  country: 
Afid  that  a  memorandum  be  engraved  on  the  faid  pieces 
6f  ordnance,  expreffive  of  the  fubflance  of  this  refolu- 
tion."  The  commander  in  chief  was  alfotobe  informed, 
that  gen.  Greene  had  the  permiflion  of  congrefs  to  vifit 
his  family  at  Rhode  Ifland.  They  clofed  the  -bufmefs 
of  the  day  by  irTuing  a  proclamation.  In  that  the  armies 
of  the  United  States  were  applauded  for  having  difplayed 
in  the  progrefs  of  an  arduous  and  difficult  war  every 
military  and  patriotic  virtue— for  their  fortitude  and 
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magnanimity  in  the  moft  trying  fcenes  of  diftrefs — an 
for  a  feries  of  heroic  and  illuftrious  achievements,  exalt- 
ing them  to  a  high  rank  among  the  moft  zealous  and 
fucccfsful  defenders  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  man- 
kind. After  giving  them  the  thanks  of  their  country, 
for  their  long,  eminent  and  faithful  fervkes,  congrefs 
declared  it  to  be  their  pleafure,  that  fuch  part  of  the 
fcederal  armies  as  flood  engaged  to  ferve  during  the  war, 
fhouid  from  and  after  the  third  day  of  November  next, 
be  abfolutely  difcharged  from  the  faid  fervice.  On  the 
£9th,  the  commander  in  chief  was  directed  by  them  to 
difcharge  all  the  troops  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
States,  who  were  in  Pennfylvania  or  to  the  fouthward 
thereof,  except  the  garrifon  of  Fort-Pitt. 

On  the  3 ifl  of  October,  the  honorable  Peter  John 
Van  Berckel,  minifter  plenipotentiary  from  their  high 
rnightinefles  the  States  General  of  the  United  Nether-*- 
lands,  was  admitted  by  congrefs  to  an  audience.  The 
chevalier  de  la  Lnzerne,  general  Wafhington,  the  fuper- 
intendent  of  finance,  many  other  gentlemen  of  eminence, 
together  with  a  number  of  ladies  of  the  firft  character, 
afiembled  in  the  chapel  of  Princeton  college  to  partici- 
pate of  the  joys  the  audience  fhouid  afford  $  and  for 
which  their  fpirits  were  put  into  proper  tone,  by  the 
arrival,  a  little  before  Mr.  Van  Berckel  entered,  of  an 
authentic  account  that  the  definitive  treaty  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  was  concluded.  Mr.  Van 
Berckel  upon  being  introduced,  addrefled  congrefs  in  a 
fpeech,  which  was  fo  gracefully  pronounced  as  to  pleafc 
thofe  who  could  not  underfland  it,  becaufe  of  its  not 
being  in  Englifh.  He  then  delivered  a  letter  from  their 
bigh  mightineiTes.  The  prefident  returned  an  anfwer 

to 
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*783'to'the  minifter,;  in  the  clofe  of  which  it  was  obferved, 
that  the  United  States  had  received  the  moft  diitinguifl-ied 
proofs,  of  regard  and  frienddiip  from  his  illuftrious 
family.  .  The  affembly  after  that  feparated ;  and  the  day 
clofed  with  convivial  meetings. 

Nov.  '  On  the  2.d  of  November,  were  iflued  from  Rocky 
2*  Hill,  general  Wafhington's  farewell  orders. to  the  armies 
of  the  United  States..  Having  taken  notice  of  cori- 
grefs's  proclamation  of  Oclober  the  i8th,  he  faid — u  It 
only  remains  for  the  commander  in  chief  to  addrcfs  him- 
felf  once  more,  and  that  for  the  laft  time,  to  the  armies 
of  the  United  States  (however  widely  cjifperfed  the  in- 
dividuals who  compofed  them  may  be)  and  to  bid  them 
an  affectionate — a  long  farewell. — But  before  the  com- 
mander in  chief  takes  his  final  leave  of  thofe  he  holds 
liioft  dear,  he  wiflies  to  indulge  himfelf  a  few  moments 
in  calling  to  mind  a  flight  review  of  the  paft : — he  will 
then  take  the  liberty  of  exploring,  with  his  military 
friends,  their  future  profpects — of  advifing  the  general 
Jine  of  conduct,  which,  in  his  opinion,,  ought  to  be  pur- 
ilied  -, — and  he  will  conclude  the  addrefs,  by  expreffing 
the  obligations  he  feels  himfelf  under  for  the  fpirited 
arid  able  afiiftance  he  has  experienced  from  them,  in  the 
performance  of  an  arduous  office/'  His  clofmg  words 
Were — "  And  being  now  to  conclude  thefe  his  laft  pub- 
lic orders,  to  take  his  ultimate  leave,  in  a  fhort  time  of 
the  military  character,  and  to  bid  a  final  adieu  to  the 
armies  he  has  fo  long  had  the  honor  to  command,  he 
can  only  again  offer  in  their  behalf,  his  recommenda- 
tions to  their  grateful  country,  and  his  prayers  to  the 
God  of  armies.— May  ample  juftice  be.  done  them  here, 
and  may  the  choiceft  of  heaven's  favors,  both  here  and 

hereafter^ 
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Hereafter,  attend  thofe,  who,  under  the  divine  aufpices, 
have  fecured  innumerable  bleffings  for  others  !  With 
thefe  wiihes,  and  this  benediction,  the  commander  in 
chief  is  about  to  retire  from  fervice. — The  curtain  of 
feparation  will  foon  be  drawn — and  the  military  fcene  to 
him  will  be  clofed  for  ever !" 

In  Augufl  Sir  Guy  Carieton  received  his  final  orders, 
for  the  evacuation  of  New  York.  On  the  iyth  he  in-  17. 
formed  the  prefident  of  congrefs,  that  he  ihould  lofe  no 
time  in  fulfilling  his  majefty's  commands.  But  he  could 
affign  no  precife  period.  ,  The  violence  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, which  broke  cut  foon  after  the  cefiation  of  hofli- 
lities,  increafed  the  numbers  of  thofe  that  looked  to 
him  for  efcape  from  threatened  deftruction.  The  newf- 
papers  contained  repeated  menaces  from  committees 
formed  in  various  towns,  cities  and  diflricts,  and  even 
at  Philadelphia;  which  augmented  the  terrors  of  the 
loyalifts,  fo  that  Sir  Guy  could  not  in  honor  leave  any 
of  thofe  behind,  who  were  defirous  of  quitting  the 
country.  He  exprefled  his  concern  at  congrefs's  having 
fufpended  to  that  late  hour  the  recommendations  ftipu- 
lated  by  the  treaty.  The  committee  of  congrefs  had 
reported,  on  the  3Cth  of  May,  after  a  preamble, 
"  therefore,  refolved,  that  the  feveral  flates  are  hereby 
required  to  remove  ail  obflructions  which  may  interppfe 
in  the  way  of  the  entire  and  faithful  execution  of  the 
fourth  and  fixth  articles ;  and  that  it  be  at  the  fame  time 
earneftly  recommended  to  them,  to  take  into  ferious 
confideration  the  fifth  article,  and  to  conform  to  the 
feveral  matters  therein  contained,  with  that  Ipirit  of 
moderation  and  liberality,  which  ought  ever  to  charac- 
terize the  deliberations  and  meafures  of  a  free  and  en- 
lightened 
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'783.  lightened  nation/*  Inftead  of  adopting  and  publifhing 
the  refolution,  a  motion  was  made  that  the  report  be 
committed,  to  which  22  members  of  conpref,  prcftnt 
agreed :  the  New  York  delegate  Mr.  (formerly  colonel) 
Hamilton,  one  of  the  committee,  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
,  by  his  firmnefs  and  confiftency  in  giving  it  his  fingle 
negative.  The  inveteracy  difcovered  in  the  dates  againft 
the  parties  alluded  to  in  the  fifth  article,  undoubtedly 
influenced  the  minds  of  feveral  to  vote  for  the  commit- 
ment, while  the  inclination  of  others  prompted  them  to 
ufe  that  as  an  argument  for  their  fo  voting.  The  aver- 
iion  of  the  people  to  a  compliance  with  fuch  recom- 
mendations, had  they  been  publifhed,  did  not  proceed 
altogether  from  the  rancor  of  the  heart ;  but  intereft  in- 
fluenced. Debts,  which  had  never  been  contracted, 
were  claimed,  and  paid  out  of  the  confifcated  e dates :  in 
fome  inilances  by  thofe  who  were  debtors  to  the  parties 
fuffering  by  the  confifcations.  Confifcated  property  to 
a  conliderable  amount  had  been  purchafed  by  many  at  a 
trifling  expence.  Had  the  recommendations  been  pafied 
and  complied  with,  fcenes  of  notorious  injuftice  would 
have  been  laid  open,  the  mod  beneficial  bargains  fuper- 
feded,  and  the  payment  of  a  number  of  fimple  contrail: 
and  bond  debts  fpeedily  required. 

Nov.1      Tuefday,  November  the  25th,  was  the  day  agreed 

2  5-     upon  for  the  evacuation  of  New  York.     To  prevent 

every  diforder  which  might  otherwife  enfue  from  fuch  an 

event,    the  American  troops   under  the-  command  of 

general  Knox  marched  from  Haerlem  to  the  Bowery 

lane  in  the  morning.     They  remained  there  till  about 

one  o'clock,  when  the  Britifli  forces  left  the  pods  in  the 

Bowery,  and  the  Americans  marched  forward  and  took 

3  poffeflion 
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poflfefiion  of  che  city.     This  being  effected,  Knox  and1?^- 
3  number  of  citizens  on  horfeback  rode  to  the  Bowery 
to  receive  their   excellencies  general  Waihington  and 
governor  Clinton,    who,   with   their  fuits,    made  their 
public  entry  into  the  city  on  horfeback  ;  followed  by  the 
lieut.  governor  and  the  members  of  the  council,  for  the 
temporary  government  of  the   fouthern   diftricl,    four 
abreaft — general  Knox  and  the  officers  of  the   army, 
eight  abreaft — citizens  on  horfeback,    eight   abreaft — 
the  fpeaker  of  the  aiTembiy  and  citizens  on  foot,  eight 
abreaft.     The  proceMlcn  ccafed  at  Capers  tavern.     The 
governor  gave  a  public  dinner  at  Frances's  tavern ;  at 
which  the  commander  in  chief  and  other  general  officers 
were  prefent.     The  arrangements  for  the  whole  bufinefs 
were  fo  well  made  and  executed,  that  the  moil  admirable 
tranquillity  fucceeded  through  the  day  and  night.     On 
Monday,  the  governor  gave  an  elegant  entertainment 
to  the  French  ambaifador,  the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne. 
General  Waihington,  the  principal  officers  of  the  New 
York  date  and  of  the  army,  and  upward  of  a  hundred 
gentlemen,  were  prefent.     Magnificent  fire  works,  in- 
finitely exceeding  every  thing  of  the  kind  before  feen  in 
the  United  States,  were  exhibited  at  the  Bowling-green 
in  the  Broad-way,  in  the  evening  of  Tuefday,  in  cele- 
bration of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace.     They"  com- 
menced by  a  dove's  defcending  with  the  olive  branch,  and 
fetting  fire  to  a  marron  battery. 

On  Thurfday  noon,  the  principal  officers  of  the  army 
affembled  at  Frances's  (alias  Black  Sam's)  tavern,  to 
take  a  final  leave  of  their  much-loved  commander  in 
chief.  After  awhile,  gen.  Waihington  came  in,  and 
calling  for  a  glafs  of  wine,  thus  addreffed  them — "  With 

an 
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*783«  an  heart  full  of  love  and  gratitude,  I  now  take  leave  of 
you.  I  moft  devoutly  wifh,  that  your  latter  days  may 
be  as  profperous  and  happy,  as  your  former  ones  have 
been  glorious  and  honorable."  Having  drank,  he  faid— 
"  I  cannot  come  to  each  of  you  to  take  my  leave;  but 
ihall  be  obliged  to  yon,  if  each  will  come  and  take  me 
by  the  hand."  General  Knox  being  neareft  turned  to 
him  -,  Waihington  with  tears  rolling  down  his  cheeks/ 
grafped  Knox's  hand,  and  then  kifled  him :  he  did  the 
fame  by  every  fucceeding  officer,  and  by  fome  other 
gentlemen  who  were  prefent.  The  pafTions  of  human 
nature  were  never  more  tenderly  agitated,  than  in  this 
interefting  and  diftrefsful  fcene.  The  whole  company 
were  in  tears.  When  Washington  left  the  room,  and 
pafTed  through  the  corps  of  light  infantry  about  two 
o'clock  in  his  way  to  Whitehall,  the  others  followed, 
walking  in  a  folemn,  mute,  and  mournful  proceffion, 
with  heads  hanging  down  and  dejected  countenances,  till 
he  embarked  in  his  barge  for  Powle's  Hook.  When 
he  had  entered,  he  turned,  took  off  his  hat,  and  with 
that  bid  them  a  filent  adieu.  They  paid  him  the  fame 
affe&ionate  compliment,  and  the  barge  pufhing  oR\  re- 
turned from  Whitehall  in  like  manner  as  they  had  ad- 
vanced. 

Though  general  Waihington  was  not  Hayed  in  his 
progrefs  to  Philadelphia,  by  the  congrefs,  who,  on  the 
i ft  of  November,  had  ele&ed  the  honorable  Thomas 
Mifflin  prefident,  and  three  days  after  had  adjourned  to 
meet  at  Annapolis  in  Maryland  on  the  26th;  yet  it  was 
the  8th  of  December  at  noon,  before  general  Waihing- 
ton arrived  at  the  capital  of  Pennfylvania.  When  his 
intention  of  quitting  the  army  was  known,  he  was.  com- 
plimented 
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•plimented  and  received  with  the   ntmoft   refpefb   and  1783 
affection,  by  all  orders  of  men,  'both  in  the  civil  and 
military  line.     He  remained  fome  days  in  Philadelphia. 
"While  in  the  city  he  delivered   in  his   accounts  'to  the 
comptroller,  down  to  December  the  ijth,  all  hi  his  own 
band  writing^  and  every  entry  made  in  the  moil  parti- 
cular manner,  ftating  the  occafion  of  each  charge,  fo  as 
to  give  the  lead  trouble  in  examining  and  comparing 
them  with  the  vouchers  with  which  they  were  attended. 

The   heads  are  as   follows,    copied   from    the   folio 
Ynanufcript  paper  book,  in  the  file  of  the  treafbry  office 
N°  3700,  being  a  black  box  of  tin  containing,  under 
lock  and  key,  both  that  and  the  vouchers. 
Total  of  expenditures  'from  '1775  to  1783, 
exclufive  of  provifions  from  commifTaries 
and  contractors,  and  of  liquors,  &c.  from    £.       s.  d. 
them  and  others  -  3387   14  4 

*  Secret  intelligence  and  fcrvice  -  1982   10  o 

Spent  in  reconnoitring  and  travelling  T$74     8  8 

Mifcellaneous  charges     -  -  2952  IO  * 

Expended  befides,  dollars  according  to  the 

fcale  of  depreciation  -  6114  14  o 

£.  16,311   17  i 

•Note,  1 04,364  of  the  dollars  were  received  after  March 
-1780,  and  although  credited  at  40  for  one,  many  did 
not  fetch  at  the  rate  of  a  hundred  for  one,  while  27,775 
of  them  are  returned  without  deducting  any  thing  from 
the  above  account  [and  therefore  actually  made  a  pre- 
fent  of  to  the  public.] 

*  200  guineas  advanced  to  general  M-'Dotrgall  are 'not  included  m 
the  1982!.  IDS.  not  being  yet  fettkd,  but  included  ia  fome  -of  the 
•«thcr  charges,  and  fo  reckoned  in  the  general  fum, 

VOL.  IV.  C  c  [General 
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»78>[Gen.  Wafhington's  account]  From  June      £.       s-.,.J. 

1775  to  the  end  of  June  1783  i6>3H    17    i 

Expenditure  from  July  i,  1783,  to  Dec.  13  1-717  54 
[Added  afterward]  from  thence  to  Dec.  28  213  -84 
Mrs.  Washington's  travelling  expences  in 

coming  to  the  general  and  returning  1064     i  p 

£.19,306  ii  9 
lawful  money  of  Virginia,  the  fame  as  theMarTachufetts,or 

£.  14,479   1 8   9*  fterling. 

The  general  entered  in  his  book— "  I  find  upon  the 
final  adjnftment  of  thefe  accounts,  that  I  am  a  confider- 
able  lofer — my  difburfements  falling  a  good  deal  Ihort 
of  my  receipts,  and  the  money  I  had  upon  hand  of  my 
own :  for  befides  the  fums  I  carried  with  me  to  Cam- 
bridge in  1775?  I  received  monies  afterwards  on  private 
account  in  1777  and  fmce,  which  (except  fmall  fums 
that  I  had  occafion  now  and  then  to  apply  to  private 
ufes)  were  all  expended  in  the  public  fervice :  through 
hurry,  I  fuppofe,  and  the  perplexity  of  bufmefs  (for  I 
know  not  how  elfe  to  account  for  the  deficiency)  I  have 
omitted  to  charge  the  fame,  whilft  every  debit  againft 
me  is  here  credited.  July  i,  1783."- 

Happy  would  it  have  been  for  the  United  States  (you 
will  be  likely  to  add — and  for  Great  Britain)  had  each 
perfon  who  has  handled  public  money  been  equally 
exact  and  punctual ! 

General  Wafhington,  after  delivering  in  his  accounts, 

-p.      haftened  to  Annapolis,  where  he  arrived  on  the  evening 

so.  *  of  the  1 9th  of  December.     The  next  day  he  informed 

congrefs  of  his  arrival  in  that  city,  with  the  intention 

of  afking  leave  to.refign  the  cornmiffion  he  had  the  honor 

of 
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of4  holding  in  their  fervice,  and  defired  to  know  their  !783« 
pleafure  in  what  manner  it  would  be  mod  proper  to  offer 
his  refignation — whether  in  writing  or  at  an  audience, 
They  refolved  that  it  fhould  be  at  a  public  audience, 
the  following  Tuefday  at  twelve  o'clock.  The  general 
had  been  fo  refer ved  with  regard  to  the  time  of  his  in- 
tended refignation,  that  congrefs  had  not  the  leaft  appre- 
henfion  of  its  being  either  fo  foon  or  fo  fudden. 

When  the  day  was  arrived,  and  the  hour  approached  *3* 
for  fixing  the  patriotic  character  of  the  AMERICAN 
CHIEF,  the  gallery  was  filled  with  a  beautiful  group 
of  elegant  ladies,  and  fome  graced  the  floor  of  congrefs. 
On  this  were  likewife  the  governor,  council  and  legifla- 
ture  of  Maryland,  feveral  general  officers,  the  conful 
general  of  France,  and  the  refpectable  citizens  of  Anna- 
polis. Congrefs  were  feated  and  covered,  as  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  fovereignty  of  the  Union,  the  fpectators 
were  uncovered  and  Handing.  The  general  was  intro- 
duced to  a  chair  by  the  fecretary,  who,  after  a  decent 
interval,  ordered  filence.  A  fhort  paufe  enfued,  when 
the  honorable  Thomas  Mifflin,  the  prefident,  informed 
the  general,  that  "  the  United  States  in  congrefs  affem.-* 
-bled  were  prepared  to  receive  his  communications  :"  on 
which  he  rofe  with  great  dignity,  and  delivered  this  ad- 

drefs "  Mr.  Prefident,  The  great  events  on  which 

•my  refignation  depended  having  at  length  taken  place, 
I  have  now-  the  honor  of  offering  my  iincere  congratu- 
lations to  Congrefs,  and  of  prefenting  myfelf  before 
them,  to  furrender  into  their  hands  the  truft  committed 
to  me,  and  to  claim  the  indulgence  of  retiring  from 
the  fervice  of  my  coimtry. 

C  c  2  «  Happy 
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1^83.  "  Happy  in  the  confirmation  of  our  independence  and 
fovereignty,  and  pleafed  with  the  opportunity  afforded 
the  United  States,  of  becoming  a  refpeclable  nation,  ! 
refign  with  fatrsfaclion  the  appointment  I  accepted  with 
diffidence — a  diffidence  in  my  abilities  to  accomplilh  fo 
arduous  a  talk ;  which  however  was  fuperfeded  by  a  con- 
fidence in  the  rectitude  of  our  caufe,  the  fupport  of  the 
ftiprerne  po\ver  of  the  union,  and  the  patronage  ot 
Heaven. 

"  The  fuccefsful  termination  of  the  war  has  verified  the 
moll  fangiime  expectations ;  and  my  gratitude  for  the 
ihterpofition  of  Providence,  and  the  afiiftance  I  have 
received  from  my  countrymen,  ihcreafes  with  every  re- 
view of  the  momentous  conteft. 

€C  While  I  repeat  my  obligations  to  the  army  in  gene- 
ral, I  fliould  do  injuftice  to  my  own  feelings  not  to  ac- 
knowledge, in  this  place,,  the.  peculiar  fervic'es  and  dif~ 
tinguifhed  merits  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  been  at- 
tached to  my  perfon  during  the  war.  It  was  impoffible 
the  choice  of  confidential  officers  to  compofe  my  family 
fhould  have  been  more  fortunate.  Permit  me,  fir,  to 
recommend  in  particular,  thofe  who  have  continued  in 
the  fervice  to  the  prefent  moment,  as  worthy  of  the 
favorable  notice  and  patronage  of  Congrefs, 

"  I  confider  it  as  an  indifpenfable  duty  to  clofe  this  laft 
aft  of  my  official  life  by  commending  the  interefts  of 
Our  dearefl  country  to  the  protection  of  Almighty  God, 
and  thofe  who  have  the  fuperintendence  of  them  to  his 
holy  keeping. 

ec  Having  now  finifiied  the  work  afllgned  m^,  I  retire 

from  the  great  theatre  of  aftioti,  and  bidding  an  afFec- 

3  donate 
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tloaate  farewel  to  this  auguft  b.ody,  under  whofe  orders 'V;8,? 
I  have  fo  long  acted,  I  here  offer  my  commiflfion,  and 
take  my  leave  of  all  the  employments  of  public  life." 

The  general  was  fo  powerfully  imprefled,  with  the 
great  and  intereiling  .fcenes  that  crowded  in  upon  his 
imagination  v/hile  fpeaking,  that  he  would  have  been 
fcarce  able  to  have  uttered  more  than  the  clofmg  period. 
lie  advanced  and  delivered  to  the  prefident  his  commif- 
ijon,  with  a  copy  of  his  addrefs.  Having  refumed  his 
place,  he  received  in  a  {landing  poflure  the  following 
anfwer  of  congrefs ;  which  the  prefident  delivered  with 
elegance ;  but  not  without  fuch  a  fenfibility  as  changed, 
and  fpread  a  degree  of  paknefs  over,  his  countenance.— 
<c  Sir,  The  United  States  in  congrefs  aftembled  receive, 
with  emotions  too  affecting  for  utterance,  the  foiemn 
irefignation  of  the  authorities  under  which  you  have  led 
their  troops  with  fuccefs  through  a  perilous  and  a  doubt- 
ful war.  Called  upon  by  your  country  to  defend  its  in- 
vaded rights,  you  accepted  the  Ikcred-  charge,  befo: 
had  formed  alliances,  and  whilft  ic  was  without  funds  or 
a  government  to  fnpport  you.  You  have  conducted 
the  great  military  conteft  with  wifdom  and  fortitude,  in- 
variably regarding  the  rights  of  the  civil  pov/er  through 
all  ditailers  and  changes.  You  have,  by  the  love  and 
confidence  of  your  fellow-citizens,  enabled  them  to  dii- 
their  martial  genius,  and  tranfmit  their  fame  to 
poilerity.  You* have  perfeyerecl,  till  thefe  United  States, 
aided  ipy  a  magnanimous  king  and  nation,  have  been 
enabled  under  a  juft  Providence,  to  clofe  the. war  in  free- 
dom, fafety  and  independence ;  on  which  happy  event 
we  fmcerely  join  you  in  congratulations. 

C  c  3  «  Having 


39O  THE     HISTORY     OF     THE 

i783»  cc  Having  defended  the  flandarcl  of  liberty  in  this  nev/ 
world :  having  taught  a  leffbn  ufeful  to  thofe  who  inflict 
and  to  thofe  who  feel  oppreflion,  you  retire  from  the 
great  theatre  of  aftion,  with  the  blefiings  of  your  fel- 
low-citizens—but the  glory  of  your  virtues  will  not  ter- 
minate with  your  military  command,  it  will  continue  to 
animate  remoteft  ages. 

"  We  feel  with  you  our  obligatibns  to  the  army  in  ge- 
neral, and  will  particularly  charge  ourfelves  with  the  in- 
terefts,  of  thofe  confidential  officers,  who  have  attended 
your  perfon  to  this  affe&ing  moment. 

Cf  We  join  you  in  commending  the  interefb  of  our 
deareft  country  to  the  protection  of  Almighty  God,  be- 
feeching  him  to  difpofe  the  hearts  and  minds  of  its  ci- 
tizens, to  improve  the  opportunity  afforded  them,  of 
becoming  a  happy  and  refpectable  nation.  And  for  you 
we  addrefs  to  him  our  earned  prayers,  that  a  life  fo  be- 
loved, may  be  foftered  with  all  his  care  ;  that  your  days 
may  be  happy  as  they  have  been  illuftrious ;  and  that 
he  will  finally  give  you  that  reward  which  this  world  can- 
not give." 

To  fee  on  the  one  hand,  fo  great  and  amiable  a  cha- 
racter taking  his  leave  of  public  employments  to  fpend 
his  future  days  in  retirement ;  and  his  country  on  the 
other  acknowledging  his  unprecedented  merit,  and  with 
the  mod  affectionate  embraces  loading  him  with  their 
blefiings,  exhibited  a  fcene  that  drew  tears  from  many 
of  the  fpectators.  When  the  bufinefs  was  clofed,  his 
excellency  immediately  fet  out  for  his  feat  at  Mount 
Vernon  in  Virginia.  The  governor  of  Maryland  ac- 
companied him  to  South  river,  with  the  warmefl  wiflies 

of 
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of  the  city  for  his  repofe,  health  and  happinefs.     Long, 
long  may  he  enjoy  them  ! 

The  definitive  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  together  with  a  joint  letter  from  the  mi- 
nifters  of  the  United  States,  dated  at  Parly  the  loth  of 
September,   was  laid  before  congrefs  on  the   ijth  of 
December.      That  and  the  letter  were  referred  to  a     g 
committee,  who  reported  upon  them,  January  the  I4th.  Jan. 
The  nine  dates  prefent  refolved  unanimoufly  to  ratify   I4" 
the  definitive  treaty.     In  teilimony  of  fuch  ratification,, 
they  caufed  the  feal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed, 
to  it ;  and  it  was  witnefled  by  his  excellency  Thomas. 
Miffiin,  prefident.     The  treaty  begins—"  In  the  name- 
of  the  moil  holy  and  undivided  Trinity." — Then  follows 
the  introduction — "  It  having  pleafed  the  Divine  Pro- 
vidence to  difpofe  the  hearts  of  the  mod  ferene  and  moil 
potent  prince  George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
king  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  &c.  &c.  and 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  forget  all  pad  mif- 
underftandings  and  differences,  that  have  unhappily  in-- 
terrupted  the  good  correfpondence  and  friendlhip  which 
they  wifli  mutually  to  reftore;  and  to  eft'ablifti  fuch  a 
beneficial   and  iatisfaclory  intercourfe  between  the  two 
countries,    upon  the  ground  of  reciprocal    advantages 
and  mutual  convenience,  as  may  promqte'  and  fecure  to 
both  perpetual   peace  and  harmony;    and   having  for 
this  defirable  end,  already  laid  the  foundation  of  peace 
and  reconciliation,  by  the  provifional  articles,  figned  at 
Paris  on  the  30:11  of  November  1782,  by  the  commif- 
fioners  empowered  on  each  part,  which  articles  were 
agreed  to  be  inferted  in  and  to  conflitute  the  treaty  of 
peace  propofed  to  be  concluded  between  the  crowa  of 

C  c  ^  Great 
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1784.  Great  Britain  and  the  faid  United  States,  8£c.  &c.  his 
Britannic  majefty,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  m 
order  to  carry  into,  full  effeft-  the  provifional  articles,  &$c. 
have  constituted,  that  is  to  fay,  his  Brkannic  majefty 
on  his  part,  David  Hartley  efq;  ancj.  the  fai.d  Unke4 
States  on  their  part,  John  Adams  efq;  Benjamin  Frank- 
Jin  efq;  John  Jay  efq;  to  be  the  plenipotentiaries  for  the 
concluding  and   figning    the  prefent  definitive  treaty  : 
who  after  having  reciprocally  communicated  their  rcfpec- 
t;ive  full  powers,  have  agreed  upon  and  confirmed  th$ 
following  articles,"     The  nine  firil  articles  are  the  fame 
with  the  provilionalj  five  or  fix  words  excepted  to  ac- 
commodate them  to  the  date  of  the  treaty.     But  the 
following  icth  article  is  added  —  <c  The  folemn  ratifica-r 
tions  of  the  prefent  treaty,  expedited  in  good  and  due- 
form,  fhali  be  exchanged  between  the  contracting  par- 
ties in  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  or  iboner  if  poflible,  to 
be  computed  from  the  day  of  the  fignature  of  the  pre- 
fent treaty.     In  witnefs  whereof,  we  the  underfignedj 
their  minifters  plenipotentiary,  have  in  their  name,  and 
in  virtue  of  our  full  powers,  figned  with  our  hands  ths 
prefent  definitive  treaty,  and  caufed  the  feals  of  our  arms 
to  be  affixed  thereto.     Done  at  Paris,  this  third  day  of 
September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  tho.ufand  fevert 
hundred  and  eighty-three.    (L.  S.)  D.  Hartley.  (L.  S.). 
John  Adams,    (L.    S.)    B.  Franklin,     (L.  S.)   Joha 


On  the  fame  day  the  treaty  was  ratified,  congrefs  una- 
mmouily  refolved  upon  tranfmitting  to  the  feyeral  ftates, 
the  recommendation  agreed  upon  by  the  commifTioners, 
in  the  fth  provifional  article  :  but  too  late  for  the  credit 
©f  America,  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  or  the  re- 
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lief  of  the  loyal  ills.  It  is  conjectured,  that  between  * 
twenty  and  thirty  thoufand  perfons  have  been  forced 
upon  a  refiJence  at  the  new  fertlement  of  Shelburne 
and  others  in  Nova  Scotia  5  all  of  whom  might,  by  a 
temperate  conduce  and  a  noble  ipirit  of  forgivenefs,  have 
been  rendered  good  fdbje&s  to  the  United  States. Through 
refentmeat  they  may  hereafter  prove  dangerous  enemies, 
particularly  to  the  Maffachuietts,  fhould  they  be  aided 
by  foreign  aiTiihance.  The  United  States  have  not  only 
deprived  themfelves  of  their  perfonal  fervice,  but  alfp 
of  all  their  property,  which  is  not  inconfiderable,  for 
there  are  many  wealthy  individuals  among  them. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  American  army  has  been  dif- 
handed :  but  The  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  which  the  late 
officers  of  it  have  eftabiiihed,  has  fpread  a  confiderable 
alarm.  General  Knox,  with  the  good  intention  of  re- 
conciling the  minds  of  his  military  brethren  to  the  pri- 
vate life  on,  which  they  were  fpon  to  enter,  projected  the 
plan,  before  the  circulation  of  the  anonymous  papers 
through  the  army  in  March  1783.  When  the  dange- 
ro.us  defign  of  thele  had  been  fruftrated  by  the  prudence 
of  the  commander  ui  chief,  Knox  imparted  his  propo- 

|  to  certain  oincers.  They  were  afterward  commu- 
nicated to  the  feveral  regiments  of  the  refpective  lines, 
and  an  officer  from  each  was  appointed,  who,  with  the 
generals,  fhouki  take  the  fame  into  confideration  at  a 
meeting  on  the  loth  of  May,  at  which  baron  Steuben, 
the  fenior  officer  prefent,  prefided.  At  their  nest  meet- 
ing on  the  1 3th,  the  plan  having  been  revifed  was  ac- 
cepted. The  fubftance  of  it  is — cc  The  officers  of  the 
American  army  do  hereby  in  the  rnoft  folemn  manner 
ailociate,  conftitute  and  combine  themfelvejs  into  one 
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1783.  Society  of  Friends,  to  endure  as  long  as  they  fhall -endure, 
or  any  of  their  eldefl  male  pofterity  ;  and  in  failure  thereof, 
tbe  collateral  branches,  who  may  be  judged  worthy  of  be- 
coming its  Juf porters  and  members. — The  officers  of  the 
American  army,  having  generally  been  taken  from  the 
citizens  of  America,  poffefs  high  veneration  for  the  cha- 
racter of  that  illuftrious-  Roman,  Lucius  Quintus  Cincin- 
natus,  and  being  refolved  to  follow  his  example,  by  re- 
turning to  their  citizenftiip,  they  think  they  may  with 
propriety  denominate  themfelves  tte  Society  of  the  Cin- 
c'mnatL  The  following  principles  ihall  be  immutable — 
an  i nee (Tan't  attention  to  preferve  inviolate  the  exalted 
rights  and  liberties  of  human  nature  for  which  they  have 
fought  and  bled— and  an  unalterable  determination  to 
promote  and  cherifli  between  the  refpedYive  ftates  union 
and  national  honor ;  to  render  permanent,  cordial  af- 
fecYion,"  and  the  fpirit  of  brotherly  kindnefs  among  the 
officers;  and  to  extend  afts  of  beneficence  toward  thofe 
officers  and  their  families,  who  may  unfortunately,  be 
under  the  neceffity  of  receiving  it.  The  general  fociety 
will,  for  the  fake  of  frequent  communications,  be  di- 
vided into  flate  focieties,  and  thofe  again  into  fuch  dif- 
tricts  as  fhall  be  directed  by  the  ftate  focieties.  The 
flate  focieties  fhall  meet  on  the  fourth  of  July  annually, 
and  the  general  fociety  on  the  firft  Monday  in  May  an- 
nually, fo  long  as  they  fhall  deem  it  necefTary,  and  af- 
terward at  lead  once  in  every  three  years.  The  flate 
focieties  are  to  have  a  prefident,  vice-prefident,  fecretary, 
treafurer,  and  afllftant-treaflirer.  The  meeting  of  the 
general  fociety  (hall  confift  of  its  officers,  and  a  repre- 
fentation  from  each  (late  fociety,  in  number  not  exceed- - 
five,  whofe  expences  fhall  be  borne  by  thciu  refpec- 
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tlve  ftate  fbcieties.  In  the  general  meeting,  the  prefi-  1783. 
dent,  vice-preiident,  fecretary,  affiftant-fecretary,  trea- 
furer,  and  afMant-treafurers-general,  fhall  be  chofen  to 
ierve  until  the  next  meeting.  Thofe  officers  who  are 
foreigners,  are  to  be  confidered  as  members  in  the  foci- 
eties  of  any  of  the  ftates  in  which  they  may  happen  to 
be.  As  there  are  and  will  at  all  times  be  men  in  the 
refpective  ftates  eminent  for  their  abilities  and  patriotifm, 
whofe  views  may  be  directed  to  the  fame  laudable  ob- 
"iects  with  thofe  of  the  Cincinnati,  it  (hall  be  a  rule  to 
admit  fuch  characters,  as  honorary  members  of  the  fo- 
ciety for  their  own  lives  only  :  provided  -  tha:  the  num- 
ber of  the  honorary  members  does  not  exceed  a  jv.tio 
of  one  to  four  of  the  officers  and  their  defendants.  The 
fociety  fhall  have  an  order  by  which  its  members  fhall 
be  known  and  diftinguifhed,  which  fhall  be  a  medal  of 
gold,  of  a  proper  fize  to  receive  the  propofed  emblems, 
and  to  be  fufpended  by  a  deep  blue  ribbun,  two  inches 
wide,  edged  with  white, .  defcriptive  of  the  union  of 
America  and  .France." 

The  fociety  at  the  faid  meeting  directed,  that  the 
prefident-general  fhould  tranfmit,  as  foon  as  might  be^ 
to  each  of  the  following  characters,  a  medal  containing 
the  order  of  the  fociety,  viz.  the  chevalier  de  la  Lu- 
zerne,  the  Sieur  Gerard,  the  count  d'Eflaing,  the  count 
de  Grafle,  the  count  de  Barras,  the  chevalier  d'Eftouches, 
the  count  de-'Rochambeau,  and  the  generals  and  colo- 
nels in  the  army ;  and  fhould  acquaint  them,  that  "  the 
fociety  do  themfelves  the  honor  to  conCder  them  as 
members."  They  alfo  refolved,  that  the  members  of 
the  feveral  ftate  focieties  fhould  aifemble  as  foon  as  may 
be  for  the  choice  of  their  officers  5  "  that  general  Heath, 

baron 
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wait  on  the  commander  in  chief,  with  a  copy,  of  the  ia- 
flitution,  and  requeft  him  to  honor  the  fociety  by  placing 
his  name  at  the  head  of  it."  'They,  likewife  defired 
general  Heath  to  tranfmit  copies  of  the  inftitution,  with 
the  proceedings  thereon,  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  fouthern  army,  the  fenior  officer  in  each  ftaje,  from 
Fennfylvania  to  Georgia,  inclufiv-e,  and  to  the  command- 
ing  officer  of  the  Rhode  I  (land  line,  requeuing  them 
to  take  fuch  meafures  as  may  appear  to  them  neceffary 
for  expediting  the  eftabl.ifhment  of  their  ftate  focieties. 
Circular  letters  were  accordingly  written  \  and  the  plan 
of  the  Cincinnati  carried  into  execution,  without  the 
leaft  oppofition  being  given  to  it  by  any  one  ftatea  or 
body  of  men  fr\  a.ny. 

A  pamphlet  was  at  length  pub).if;i£d  figneo^  Cajfius* 
dated  Char-leilown,  October  I.Q,  1783,  entitled  Cwfwe- 
rations  on  the  Society  or  Order  of  Cincinnati^  with  tnij 
motto,  <f  Blow  ye  the  trumpet  w  Z ion.'*  It  is  thought 
to  be  written  by  /Edanus  Burke  efq;  one  of  die  chief 
juflices  of  South  Carolina  j  and  is  well  executed.  The 
author  undertakes  to  pro.ve,  "  that  the  Cincinnati  cre- 
ates tvyo  cliftinct  orders  among  the  Americans—  i  ft,  A 
race  of  hereditary  nobles,  founded  on  the  military,  to- 
gether with  the  powerful  families,  and  rirft-rate,  leading 
men  in  the  ftate,  whole  view  it  will  ever  be,  to  /vtv'; ; 
and  2dly,  The  people  or  plebeians,  whofe  only  view  i$ 
BOt  to  be  opprefled ;  but  v/hofe  certain  fate  it  will  be  to. 
fuffer  oppreiTion  under  the  inftitution/'  Remarking 
upon  the  reafon  for  the  members  being  called  the  Cin- 
ctnnatiy  he  exclaims — cc  As  they  were  taken  from  the 
citizens,  why  in  the  name  of  God  not  be  contented  "to 
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return  to  cinzenfhip"',  without  ufurping  an  hereditary 
order  ?  or  with  what  "  propriety  can  they  denominate" 
themfelves  from  Cincinnati^,  with  an  ambition  ib 
rank  as  to  aim  at  nothing  leis,  than  'Otium  cum  D;>;;/- 
ta~e,  "Retirement  and  a  peerage"  ?  Did  that  virtuous 
Roman,  having  fr.b'ducd  the  enemies  of  his  country, 
arid  returned  home  to  tend  his  vineyards  and  plant  his 
cabbages ;  did  lie  confer  an  hereditary  order  of  peerage 
on  mmfelf  and  his  fellow  foldiers  ?  I  anfwer,  No;  it 
was  more  than  he  ch:-:u  to  do."  When  near  the  end 
he  lays, — '«  With  regard  to  myfelf,  I  will  be  candid  to 
own,  that  although  I  ani  morally  certain  the  inftitution 
will  entail  upon  us  the  evils  I  have  mentioned  :  yet  I 
have  not  the  rrioft  diftant  idea,  that  it  will  come  to  a 
diflblution.  The  firft  clafs,  or  leading  gentry  in 
ftate  [of  South  Carolina]  and  who  will  always  hold  khc 
government,  will  find  their  intereft  in  fupporting  a  dif- 
tindicn  that  will  gratify  their  ambition,  by  removing 
them  far  above  their  fellow  citizens.  The  middling 
order  of  our  gentry,  and  fubftantial  landholders,  -may 
fee  its  tendency :,  but  they  can  take  no  ftep  to  oppofe  it, ' 
having  little  to  do  with  government.  And  the  lower 
clals,  with  the  city  populace,  will  never  reafon  on  it, 
till  they  feel  the  I'm  art,  and  then  they  will  have  neither 
the  power  net*  capacity  for  a  reformation." 

The  alarm  is  become  ;fo  univerfal,  that  the  general 
fociety,  at  their  faceting  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  in 
May,  miiffc  agree  upon  alterations,  and  remove  the  moft 
e&hbxious  parts  of  the  plan,  or  the  Hates  will  be  likely 
to  fet  their  faces  agairift  the  Cincinnati,  as  a  dangerous 
order.  Many  of  the  American  'officers  have  undoubt- 
edly become  members  merely  upon  prudential  motives, 

and 
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and  will  join  their  influence  for  the  removal  of  fuch  ob- 
noxious parts.  General  Greene,  the  late  commanding 
officer  of  the  fouthern  army,  has  acknowledged  to  me 
in  converfation,  that  there  is  not  in  the  fociety,  as  at 
preient  conftituted,  a  delicacy  with  regard  to  the  general 
body  of  American  citizens ;  and  it  may  be  fairly  pre- 
ftimed,  that  a  fimilar  fentiment  is  efpoufed  by  the  late 
commander  in  chief.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  feveral 
itates  will  unite  in  determining,  that  the  fociety  {hall 
diflblve  with  the  deaths  of  the  prefent  officers  and  hono- 
rary members,  and  that  it  fhall  not  be  perpetuated^  by 
an  accefiion  of  new  and  younger  ones.  In  their  late 
conteft  with  Great  Britain  they  acted  upon,  the  maxim— 
obfta  principiis.  They  muft  apply  it  afrefh  for  their  fecu- 
rity  again  ft  lordly  dominion. 

How  much  a  people,  and  governmental  powers,  are 
prone  to  put  up  with  and  practife  internal  encroach- 
ments upon  liberty,  when  they  have  iecured  themfclves 
from  fuch  as  are  foreign,  may  appear  from  the  following 
facts. 

In  1782,  captain  Gilbert  Denchwas  chofen  for  Hop- 
kinton,  and  fuffered  to  fit  as  member  in  the  Maflachu- 
fetts  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  though  he  had  a  dwelling 
in  and  lived  at  Bofton  for  a  full  year  before  the  choice. 
Edward  Pope  efq;  was  reprefentative- for  Dartmouth  and 
naval  officer  at  the  fame  time*  Both  were  under  an 
abfolute  difqualifkation  by  the  constitution.  On  Tuef- 
day  the  6th  of  May,  1783,  the  town  of  Boflon,  which 
could  not  comply  with  a  warden-act,'  upon  the  plea  that 
it  was  againft  the  conititution,  chofe  James  Sullivan  efq; 
one  of  their  reprefentatives  in  direct  oppofition  to  the 
conftitution,  which  requires  that  every  reprefentative 

ihould 
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fhould  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  the  town  he  is  chofen 
to  reprefent,  one  year  at  leaft  next  preceding  his  eie&ion. 
When  the  propriety  of  his  election  was  inquired  into  by 
the  houfe,  a  majority  determined  in  favor  of  it;  upon 
the  flimfy  plea,  that  he  tranfa&ed  bufmefs  in  Boiton 
though  he  fiept  at  Cambridge,  and  removed  with  an 
intention  of  becoming  an  inhabitant,  in  time  to  have 
completed  that  inhabitancy  which  the  conftitution  re- 
quires ;  and  that  his  flopping  at  Cambridge  to  fecure 
the  health  of  one  of  his  family,  whofe  life  muft  have 
been  endangered  by  her  fpending  the  dimmer  in  Eofton, 
was  occafioned  by  an  act  of  God.  The  fame  caufe 
which  fecured  his  election,  fecured  his  feat,  viz.  an 
avowed  and  violent  oppofition  to  every  moderate  mea- 
fure  in  favor  of  the  parties  who,  by  the  proviiional  arti- 
cles, were  to  be  the  objects  of  the  congreflional.  recom- 
mendation. 

By  a  paragraph  in  a  bill,  which  was  before  the  houfe 
(during  this  their  firil  feiilon)  and  afterward  palled  into 
a  law,  cafes  were  fubmitted  to  the  fole  judgment  of  two 
juftices  of  peace,  that  ought  to  have  been  left  to  the 
determination  of  a  jury.  But  certain  members  . 
teiled  againft  it,  affigning  the  following  reafons  for  their 
fo  doing — cc  i.  Becaufe  we  apprehend  other  provifion 
might  have  been  made,  confident  with  the  conftitution, 
and  at  the  fame  time  more  effectual  for  the  purpofe  of 
preventing  the  return  of  perfons  who  have  left  this  ftatc 
and  joined  jrfie  enemies  of  the  United  States,  than  that 
provided  in  the  paragraph  aforefaid.  Such  conftitu- 
tional  and  more  effectual  provifion  was  moved  and  urged 
by  the  diffentients  and  others,  as  a  fubilitute  in  place  of 
the  laid  paragraph,  and  is  as  folio ws^  viz. (C  Provided  never- 

theief% 


4OO  THE      HISTORY      OF      THE 

1783-  thelefs,  that  if  any  perfon  committed  as  afc'refaid,  fhall, 
before  the  warrant  is  made  out  by  the  governor  to  fend 
him  out  of  the  flafe,  petition  the  governor,  he  fhall, 
with  advice  of  council,  appoint  three  jnftices  of  the 
county,  quorum  units  y  where  fuch  perfon  flands  com- 
mitted, to  ifTue  their  precept  for  a  jury  to  be  drawn  out 
of  the  fuperior  court  box  and  fummoned  to  appear  at 
a  certain  time  and  place,  and  to  inquire  on  oath  'whe- 
ther the  perfon  fo  committed  is  within  the  aft  aforefaid ; 
arid  if  the  jury  fhall  return  their  verdict,  'that  fuch  per- 
fon is  not  within  fuid  aft,  then  he  'fhall  be  difcharged 
and  not  bfc  tranfported :  but  fuch  perfon  'fhall  not  be 
liberated  irom  his  confinement  until  a  verdift  is  fo  given 
in  his  favor.  And  in  every  fuch  cafe  the  jnftices  fnall 
appoint  fo'rne  meet  perfon  to  aft  as  council  on  behalf  of 
government,  at  the  expence  of  the  commonwealth, 
And  the  perfon  petitioning  for  fuch  trial  fhall  pay  all  the 
cofr  thereof  in  the  fame  manner  as  other  perfons  are 
obliged  to  do,  in  bringing  forward  a  fuit  at  law. — 
Cf  2.  Becaufe  by  the  faid  paragraph,  that  effential  right 
of  freemen,  a  trial  by  jury,  is  taken  away,  and  every 
fubjeft  of  this  commonwealth  expofed  to  be  deprived 
of  his  liberty,  property  and  rights  of  citizenfhip,  and 
to  the  infamous  -punifiment  of  banifhment,  by  the  fole 
judgment  of  two  juflices  of  the  peace. — cc  3.  Becaufe  it 
is  a  flagrant  and  direct  violation  of  the  principles  and 
fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  and  the  letter  of  the  declara- 
tion of  rights,  art.  xii.  which  provides  that,  "  No  fub- 
jeft fhall  be  arrefled,  imprifoned,  defpoiled,  or  deprived 
of  his  property,  immunities  or  privileges,  put  out.  of 
the  protection  of  the  law,  exiled  or  deprived  of  his  life, 
liberty  or  efhte,  but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or 

the 
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the  law  of  the  land.     And  the  legiflature  fliail  not  make  I783« 
any  law,  that  frail  fubjecT:  any  perfon  to  a  capital  or  in- 
famous punifhment,  excepting  for  the  government  of 
the  army  and  navy,  without  trial  by  jury"*— -  4.  Be- 
caufe  it  furnifhes  a  precedent  of  a  tendency,  moil  dan- 
gerous and  fatal  to  the  fecurity  of  the  lives,  liberties  and     x 
property  of  the  fubjecls  of  this  commonwealth/'     The 
proteft  was  fubfcribed  by  William  Phillips,  Nathaniel 
Appleton,  Caleb  Davis,  Thomas  Dawes,  all  of  the  Bofton 
board ;    by   Thomas   Clarke,  James  Swan,    Solomon 
Lovell,  Ebenezer  Warren,  John  Choate,  Nathan  Dane, 
Bailey  Bartlett,  James  Bancroft,  John  Burke,    Samuel 
Loring,  James  Perry,  John  H.  Bartlet,  Peter  Penniman, 
Jacob  Ludwig,  'Theodore  Sedgwick,   William  King, 
Thompfon  J.  Skinner,  John  Bacon,  William  Bodman, 
Timothy  Childs,  and  Nathaniel  Wyman. 

When  the  recommendation  from  congrefs  of  Iafti784f 
January  the  I4th,  v/as  received,  various  methods  were 
pradtifed  to  prevent  the  good  efTeds  of  it.  It  was 
roundly  afierted  by  fome  of  the  popular  leaders,  that 
Mr.  John  Adams  did  not  wi{h  that  the  fame  fhould  be 
regarded.  To  counteract  fuch  reports,  Mr.  Adams's 
letter  of  September  the  loth  (page  350)  was  cornoau- 
nicated  to  certain  gentlemen  of  the  fenate  and  houfe, 
who  copied  the  fame  themfelves,  the  more  fully  to  De- 
feat fuch  afTertions.  But  even  Mr.  J.  Adams's  exprefs 
declaration  in  favor  of  the  tories  could  not  influence  the 
general  court  to  the  exercife  of  a  becoming  moderation. 

As  to  Mr.  Marbois'  letter  (p.  333)  he  has  privately 
pronounced  it  to  be  official-,  which  he  averts  exempts 
him  from  all  obligation  to  acknowledge  it:  this  accounts 
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J784"forhis  having  difowned  it  to  a  certain  gentleman  who 
has  made  a  conipicuous  figure  in  congrefs. 

The  peace  has  afforded  me  the  opportunity  of  gaining 
further  information  as  to  certain  particulars  relating  to 
the  war,  which  it  may  be  proper  to  mention. 

1781.  When  lieutenant  colonel  Tarleton  approached  Char- 
lotte-ville,  he  difpatched  a  troop  of  horfe  under  captain 
M'Leod,  three  mi}es  further  to  Mr.  JefFerfon's*  houfe, 
with  the  double  object  of  taking  him  and  the  two  fpeak- 
ers  of  the  fenate  and  delegates,  prifoners ;  and  of  re- 
maining there  in  vidette,  as  the  houfe  had  a  command- 
ing view  of  half  a  fcore  counties  round  about.  Tarle- 
ton gave  ftricT:  orders  to  the  captain  to  fufFer  nothing  to 
be  injured.  The  troop  failed  in  their  defign  of  making 
prifoners:  notwithstanding  which,  McLeod  preferved 
every  thing  with  facred  care  during  his  tarriance  there 
of  about  eighteen  hours.  Colonel  Tarleton  was  juft  as 
long  at  Charlotte -ville ;  when  he  was  hurried  from  thence 
by  the  news  of  the  rifmg  of  the  militia,  and  by  a  fudden  fall 
of  rain  which  threatened  to  fwell  the  river,  and  intercept 
his  return.  In  general  he  did  little  injury  to  the  inha- 
bitants on  that  fhort  and  hafty  excurfion,  which  was 
about  60  miles  from  the  main  army,  then  in  Spotfylva- 
ilia.  Lord  Cornwallis  afterward  proceeded  to  the  Point 
of '  Fork,  and  encamped  his  army  from  thence  all  along 
the  main  James  river  to  a  feat  of  Mr.  Jefferfon's,  called 
Elkhills  and  made  it  his  head  quarters  for  the  ten  days 
of  his  remaining  in  that  pofition.  Mr.  Jefferfon  hap- 
pily had  time  to  remove  moft  of  his  effects  out  of  the 
houfe.  His  ftocks  of  cattle,  fheep  and  hogs,  together 
with  what  corn  was  wanted,  were  ufed  for  the  fuftehance 
*  Now  the  American  plenipotentiary  at  the  cot^r*  of  Vtrfailles. 

3  of 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION.  40  3 

of  the  army;  and  all  his  horfes,  capable  of  fer vice,  were  17^I» 
carried  off.  This  was  no  other  than  Mn  Jefferfon  ex- 
pedled.  But  the  throats  of  the  horfes  too  young  for 
fervice  were  cut;  his  growing  crops  of  corn  and  tobacco 
were  burned,  together  with  his  barns,  containing  the 
fame  articles  of  the  preceding  year,  and  all  the  fences  on 
the  plantation,  fo  as  to  leave  it  an  ablblute  wade.  Thefe 
things  were  perpetrated  under  lord  Cornwallis's  eye 5  the 
fituation  of  the  houfe,  in  which  he  was,  commanding  a 
view  of  every  part  of  the  plantation.  The  reft  of  the 
neighbourhood  was  treated  in  fomewhat  the  fame  ftile ; 
but  not  with  that  fpirit  of  total  extermination  which 
feemed  to  rage  over  JefFerfon's  poflefTions.  Wherever 
the  army  under  his  lordfhip  went,  the  dwelling  houfes 
were  plundered  of  every  thing  which  could  be  carried 
off.  Hundreds  of  eye  witnefles  can  prove,  that  his 
lordlhip's  table  was  ferved  with  plate  thus  pillaged  from, 
private  houfes ;  though  his  lordfhip's  character  in  Great 
Britain  will  forbid  the  belief  of  his  fharing  in  the  plun- 
der. By  an  eftimate  made  at  the  time,  on  the  bed  in- 
formation that  could  be  collected,  the  ftatc  of  Virginia 
loft,  during  Cornwallis's  attempts  to  reduce  it,  30,000 
(laves  j  about  27,000  of  whom  died  of  the  finall-pox 
and  camp  fever :  the  reft  are  thought  to  have  been  partly 
fent  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  partly  to  New  York,  and 
from  thence,  before  the  evacuation,  to  Nova  Scotia  and 
elfewhere.  The  whole  devastations  occafioned  by  the 
Britifh  army,  during  the  fix  months  previous  to  their 
furrender  at  York.  Town,  are  fuppofed  to  amount  to 
about  three  millions  fterling. 

"  The  lofs  of  men  fuftained  by  the  town  of  New' 
Haven,  out  of  the  continental  line,  from  among  the 
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17*84.  militia,  feamen  and  other  inhabitants,  is  eflimated  at 
210.     New  Haven  is  about  a  twenty-fourth  part  of 
Connecticut;  reckoning  therefore  the  fame  proportion 
of  lofs  to  the  whole  ftate,  the  number  loft  will  amount 
to  5,040.     Connecticut  is  efteemed  about  a  twelfth  part 
of  the  American  ftates  5  reckoning  the  fame  proportion 
of  lofs  therefore  to  the  whole,  the  total  amount  will  be 
60,480  -y  but  New  York,  New  Jerfey,  and  the  fouthern 
Hates,  have,  doubtlefs,  fuffered  a  greater  lofs  in  propor- 
tion to  their  numbers  than  Connecticut.     It  is  therefore 
probable  that  the  whole  lofs  of  lives  is  not  lefs  than 
70,000  *."     Vaft  numbers  died    on  board   the'  prifon 
fhips  at  New  York:  not  lefs,  it  is  afferted,  than  n,ood 
in  one  only,  the  Jerjey  j-.    Many  perifhed  in  confequence 
of  their  being  fo  crowded  together,  others  through  cruel 
triage,  and  feveral  for  want  of  thofe  exertions  .which 
would  have  prevented  fatal  ficknefs  and  have  promoted 
health. 

The  Britifh  forces  are  charged  with  having  utterly 
deftroyed  m6re  than  fifteen  places  of  public  worfhip 
within  the  United  States,  during  the  courfe  of  the  war. 
Moft  of  thefe  they  burnt,  and  others  they  levelled  with 
the  ground,  leaving  in  fome  places  not  a  veftige  of  their 
Former  fituation.  A  number  of  others  they  nearly  de- 
ftroyed, by  converting  them  into  barracks,  jails,  hofpi- 
tals,  and  riding  fchools.  In  New  York,  there  were 
nineteen  places  of  woriliip  when  the  war  began  -,  and 
when  the  city  was  evacuated,  there  were  but  nine  fit  for 

*  The  Rev.  Benjamin  TrumbulJ's  Thankfgiving  Sermon  at  North- 
Haven,  Dec.  11,  1783. 

t  Dr.  Ezra  Stiles's  Eleftion  Sermon  before  the  governor  and  general 
*ffembly  of  Connecticut,  May  8,  1783,  p,  45. 
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ufe.     Trinity  church  and  the  Old  Lutheran  were  indeed  ! 
deftroyed  by  the  fire.     But  whatever  the  Americans  may 
object  againft  the  Britifh,  on  account  of  the  lois  of  lives 

~and  property  which  they  have  fuftained,  they  have  abun- 
dant caufe  for  thankfulnefs  to  the  God  of  armies  for 
having  conducted  them  through  the  conteft  into  a  (late 
of  independence,  with  fufferings  fo  ihort  and  light  com- 
paratively confidered.  It  was  not  quite  eight  years  that 
they  were  engaged  in  .it,  computing  from  the  firft  com- 
mencement of  hoftilities  to  the  ratifying  of  the  provi- 
fional  treaty.  This  is  alefs  time  than  that,  in  which  the 
ilates  of  Holland  (in  their  glorious  ftruggle  with  Spain) 
dared  fo  much  as  to  claim  independence.  There  is 
fcarce,  if  an  inftance  in  hiftory,  of  fo  great  a  revolution 
being  effected  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  and  with  fo  little  lofs 
of  lives  and  property  *. 

From  what  has  been  already  related,  you  will  collect 

Tor  yourfelf  the  characters  of  the  two  late  generals  of 
the  northern  and  fouthern  armies,  under  whofe  commands 
the  American  war  terminated.  You  may  wifli  however 
to  receive  fome  additional  information  concerning  them.. 
A  few  ftrictures  muft  fuffice. 

His  excellency  George  Wafhington  is  defcended  from 
a  family  that  emigrated  to  Virginia,  when  the  royalifts 
in  England  were  expofed  to  various  dutrefles  previous 
to  the  reftoration.  Virginia  does  not  afford  thofe  advan- 
tages for  a  univerfal  education,  which  are  enjoyed  in 
Europe — a  quarter  of  the  world  his  excellency  never 
vifited.  Strong  powers  and  clofe  application  compen- 
fated  in  feveral  refpects  for  the  deficiencies  of  his  native 
country.  His  epiftolary  and  other  compofitipns,  which 
*  Dr.  Rodgers's  Sermon. 
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1 7 84.  appeared  while  he  fuflained  a  public  character,  will  be 
a  lairing  credit  to  him.  He  was  happy  in  having  a  fuc- 
ceffion  of  able  fecretaries,  whom  he  undoubtedly  em- 
ployed in  drawing  up  many  of  his  official  papers,  after 
having  dictated  the  matter  of  them  :  but  his  private 
correfpondences,  and  others  which  from  time  and  cir- 
cumflances  muft  neceflarily  have  employed  his  own  pen, 
Jhow  that  he  was  equal  to  any  of  thofe  publications, 
which  had  his  name  affixed  to  them  by  his  authority. 
It  would  be  abfurd  to  expect,  that  he  fhould  equal  in 
military  (kill  the  firfl  European  generals,  when  he  has 
enjoyed  neither  their  opportunities  nor  experience  for 
perfecting  himfelf :  but  it  may  be  juftly  afierted  con- 
cerning him,  that  he  was  the  beft  general  the  Americans 
could  have  had  to  command  them.  The  world  has 
been  miftaken  in  one  opinion  reflecting  his  excellency, 
whole  natural  temper  pofTelles  more  of  the  Marcellus 
and  lefs  of  the  Fabius  than  has  been  generally  imagined. 
The  event  juftified  his  difcernment  in  fixing  upon  the 
honorable  Nathaniel  Greene  to  command  the  fouthern 
army,  when  the  refolve  of  congrefs  produced  a  vacancy: 
but  feveral  of  the  firfl  officers  in  his  own,  thought  at  the 
'  time,  that  a  wrong  choice  had  been  made. 

The  parents  of  the  honorable  Nathaniel  Greene  were 
quakers,  and  defcended  from  fome  of  the  firfl  fettlers 
in  the  Rhode  Ifland  government;  under  which  the  ge- 
neral was  born  in  or  about  1741.  The  father  was  an 
anchor-fmith,  had  confiderable  iron  works,  carried  on 
a  large  flroke  of  bufmefs,  and  was  concerned  in  fhipping. 
The  fon  Nathaniel,  being  prompted  by  a  laudable  am- 
bition and  a  thirft  after  knowledge  while  a  boy,  learned 
the  Latin,  chiefly  by  his  own  induftry,  and  with  very 
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little  help.     He  procured  a  fmall  library,  and  improved  i?84« 
his  mind  by  reading.     He  had  a  prevailing  tafte  for 
military  hiftory  j  which  he  indulged  by  borrowing  fuch 
publications,  when  it  did  not  fuit  him  to  purchafe.     He        \ 
was  at  an  early  period  of  life,  chofen  a  member  of  the 
Rhode  Ifland  aflembly;  and  difcharged  his  truft  fo  as 
to   give    the    higheft   fatisfaction   to   his   conftituents. 
Though  educated  in  the  peaceable  principles  of  quaker- 
ifrn,  yet  he  thought  himfeif  called,  by  the  peculiarity 
of  the  times,  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  defence  of 
American   liberty.     Upon   his    afluming  the   military 
character,   the  quakers  renounced  all  connection  with 
him  as  a  member  of  their  particular  body,  by  reading 
him  out  of  the  meeting.     He  was  chofen  general,  to 
command  the  regiments  railed  by  Rhode  Ifland,  for  the 
affiftance  of  the  Maflachufetts.     He  was  at  length  ho- 
nored with  the  confidence  of  general  Wafhington :  but 
his  influence  was  limited.     He  was  of  a  humane  difpo- 
fition  ;  but  refolutely  fevere  when  the  fame  was  necefiary. 
He  was  of  a  firm,  intrepid,  and  independent  mind.  He 
abhorred  the  cruelties  that  were  praclifed  by  the  parti- 
sans of  each  fide,  and  ftrongly  inculcated  a  fpirit  of 
moderation.     To  a  prevailing  knowledge  of  this  difpo- 
fition,    he  afcribed  his   being  fpared  by   the  tories  in 
Carolina,  who,  he  thought,  could  have  fliot  him  repeat- 
edly, had  they  been  fo   minded.     The  fame  amiable 
temper  influenced  him  to  declare  againft  the  meafure 
which  the  .South  Carolina  legiflature  adopted,  when  they 

patted  the  confifcating  act  at  Jackfonborough  *, 

The 

*  In  October*  ~i  785,  the  honorable  Nathaniel  Greene  failed  from 
fchode  Ifland  to  Georgia,  where  he  had  a  confiderable  eftate  not  far 
diftant  from  Savannah,  Here  he  paffed  away  his  time,  occupied  in 

D  d  4  domeftic 
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1784.  The  prefent  letter  is  intended  for  the  lad  upon  the. 
affairs  of  the  United  States  •,  and  fhall  clofe  with  fome 
account  of  their  refpective  conftitutions. 

You  may  recollect,  that  in  the  courfe  of  our  corref- 
pondence,  no  account  of  New  Hampihire  ftate's  having 
agreed  upon  a  conftitution,  has  been  forwarded.  The 
event  itfelf  did  riot  take  place  till  the  31  ft  of  laft  Octo- 
ber. The  returns  from  the  feveral  towns  being  examined ; 
and  it  appearing,  that  the  bill  of  rights  and  form  of 

domeftic  concerns,  as  the  private  citizen.  In  June,  1786,  while  walk- 
ing without  an  umbrella,  the  intenfe  rays  of  the  fun  upon  his  head 
overpowered  him,  and  brought  on  an  inflammation  of  the  brain,  which 
in  a  few  days  carried  him  off.  Thus  he  died  by  a  ftroke  of  the  fun— - 
probably  the  diforder  that  proved  fatal  to  the  fon  of  the  Shunamite. 
When  the  account  of  his  death  arrived  at  Savannah,  the  inhabitants 
were  (truck  with  the  deepeft  forrow.  All  bufmefs  was  fufpended, 
The  mops  and  ftores  throughout  the  town  were  ihut ;  and  the  (hips  in 
the  harbour  had  their  colours  half  mafted  on  the  mournful  occafion. 
The  body  was  brought  to  Savannah,  and  interred  on  the  loth.  In 
Auguft,  the  United  States  in  congrefs  aflembled  came  to  the  following 
refolution,  "  That  a  monument  be  erefted  to  the  memory  of  Nathaniel 
Greene  efq;  at  the  feat  of  the  fcederal  government,  with  the  following 
inscription : 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of 
NATHANIEL    GREENE,    Efq; 

who  departed  this  life,  on 
the  nineteenth  of  June,  MDCCLXXXVI; 

late  MAJOR-GENERAL 
in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 

and 

Commander  of  their  Army 

in  the  Southern  Department: 

The  United  States  in  Congrefs  aflembled, 

in  honour  of  his 

Patnotifm,  Valour,  and  Ability  a 
have  erected  this  Monument," 

govern- 
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government  laid  before  the  people  were  approvecl  of  by  X784« 
them,  the  fame  were  on  that  day  eftablifhed  by  the  dele- 
gates of  the  people,  and  declared  to  be  the  civil  con- 
ftitution  for  the  ftate  of  New  Hamplhire,  to  take  place 
the  firft  Wednefday  of  next  June ;  and  in  the  mean 
time,  the  general  court  under  the  prefenc  government 
is  to  make  all  the  necefiary  arrangements  for  introducing 
the  faid  conftitution,  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner 
therein  defcribecL 

New  Hampjbire  reckons  the  rights  of  conference  among 
the  imalienable  natural  rights  of  mankind;  and  with  her 
neighbouring  filter  ftate,  the  MaJfachufettSy  declares  that 
cc  no  fubject  fhall  be  hurt,  molefted,  or  retrained,  in  his 
perfon,  liberty,  or  eftate,  for  worfhipping  God,  in  the 
manner  and  feafon  moft  agreeable  to  his  own  confci- 
ence;  or  for  his  religious  profcfllon  or  fentiments— 
provided  he  doth  not  difturb  the  public  peace,  or  obftruft 
others  in  their  religious  worfhip."  Both  empower  the 
legiflature  to  authorize  the  feveral  towns,  parifhes,  bodies- 
politic,  or  religious  focieties,  to  make  fui table  provifion 
at  their  own  expence,  for  the  fupport  and  maintenance 
of  public  Proteftant  teachers  of  piety,  religion  and  mora- 
lity, in  all  cafes  where  fuch  provifion  fhall  not  be  made\ 
voluntarily.  But  the  towns,  &c.  are,  at  ail  times,  to 
have  the  exclufive  right  of  chooling  their  own  public 
teachers,  and  of  contracting  with  them  for  their  fupport 
and  maintenance.  Inftead  of  adding,  "  And  all  per- 
fons,  whatioever  opinions  concerning  religion  they  may 
profefs;"  their  words  are — -cc  And  every  denomination  of 
Chriftians  demeaning  themfelves  peaceably,  and  as  good 
fubjeclrs  of  the  commonwealth,  fhall  be  equally  under 
the  protection  -of  the  law$  and  no  iubordination  Of  one 

fed 
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1784- fe&  or  denomination  to  another,  lhall  ever  be  eftabli-ftied 
by  law."  The  prefident,  council,  fenate,  and  houfe  of 
representatives  of  New  Hampjbire,  are  to  be  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  religion.  The  governor,  lieu  tens  ni  governor, 
counfellor,  fenator  and  reprefentative  of  the  MzftichufettS) 
are  to  declare  their  belief  in  the  Chriflian  religion, 

The  foundation  principle  on  which  Rhode  JJkind  and 
Providence  Plantations  united,  has  been  early  mentioned 
(Vol.  I.  p.  37.)  A  firnilar  fentiment  was  introduced 
into  the  charter  of  the  ifth  of  Charles  II.  by  which  it 
is  provided,  "  That  no  perfcn  within  the  faid  colony, 
at  any  time  hereafter,  fhall  be  any  wife  molefted, 
puniihed,  difquieted,  or  called  in  queflion,  for  any  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  in  matters  of  religion,  who  does  noc 
actually  diflurb  the  civil  peace  of  the  faid  colony."  The 
ftate  of  Rhode  Ifland  has  continued  its  government  fince 
cealing  to  be  a  colony,  according  to  the  general  defign 
of  the  charter.  The  conflitution  admits  not  of  religious 
eftablifhmerits,  any  further  than  the  fame  depend  upon 
the  voluntary  choice  of  individuals  -,  and  no  particular 
feel  can  claim  pre-eminence. 

Comeftkut  has  changed  its  former  mode  of  govern- 
ment,  only  fo  far  as  to  accommodate  it  to  the  feparation 
which  has  taken  place  between  that  and  the  parent  ftate. 
Religious  liberty  is  nearly,  if  not -exactly,  upon  the  fame 
footing  there  as  in  the  Mafiachufetts. 

The  New  York  conftitution,  "  to  guard  againfl  that 
fpiritual  oppreffion  and  intolerance,  wherewith  the  bigotry 
and  ambition  of  weak  and  wicked  priefts  and  princes, 
have  fcourged  mankind,"  ordains,  determines,  and  de- 
clares, "  that  the  free  exercife  and  enjoyment  of  religi- 
ous profeffion  and  worlhip,  without  difcrimination  or 

preference., 
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preference,  fhall  for  ever  hereafter  be  allowed  within  the  '784» 
laid  fbate  to  all  mankind.     Provided,  that  the  liberty  of 
confcience  hereby  granted,  fhall  not  be  fo  conflrued,  as 
to  excufe  acts  of  licentioufnefs,  or  juftify  practices  in- 
confiftcnt  with  the  peace  or  fafety  of  the  ftate." 

The  ftate  of  New  Jerfey  eftablifhed,  "  That  no  per- 
fon  fhall  ever,  within  the  fame,  be  deprived  of  the  in- 
eftimable  privilege  of  worfhipping  Almighty  God  in  a 
manner  agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  confcience; 
*wfr,  under  any  pretence  whatever,  be  compelled  to  attend 
,any  place  of  worfhip,  contrary  to  his  own  faith  and  judg- 
ment; nor  fhall  any  perfbn  ever  be  obliged  to  pay  tithes, 
taxes,  or  any  other  rates,  for  the  purpofe  of  building  or 
repairing  any  other  church  or  churches,  place  or  places 
of  worfhip,  or  for  the  maintenance  of  any  minifter  or 
miniftry,  contrary  to  what  he  believes  to  be  right,  or 
has  deliberately  or  voluntarily  engaged  himfelf  to  per- 
form : — That  there  fhall  be  no  eftablifhment  of  any  one 
religious  feel:  in  preference  to  another ;  and  that  no  Pro- 
teftant  inhabitant  fhall  be  denied  the  enjoyment  of  any 
civil  right,  merely  on  account  of  his  religious  principles; 
but  that  all  perfons  profeffing  a  belief  in  the  faith  of  any 
•Proteftant  feet*,  who  fhall  demean  themfelves  peace- 
ably under  the  government  as  hereby  eftablifhed,  fhall 
be  capable  of  being  elected  into  any  office  of  profit  or 
truft,  or  of  being  a  member  of  either  branch  of  the 
legidature,  and  fhall  fully  and  freely  enjoy  every  privi- 
lege and 'immunity  enjoyed  by  others  their  fellow  fub- 
jeds."  The  iyth  article  declares,  «  That  the  eftates 

*  "  This  is  a  more  enlarged  toleration  than  European  policy  has  yet, 
in  almoft  any  inftance,  admitted :  but  perfect  confiftency  would  not 
Confine  it  to  Proteftants,  or  to  any  fyftem  of  religion." 

of 


412-  THE     HISTORY     OF     THE 

fuch  perfons  as  fhall  deftroy  their  own  lives,  fliall 
not,  for  that  offence,  be  forfeited;  but  fhall  defcend  in 
the  fame  manner  as  they  would  have  done,  had  fuch 
perfons  died  in  the  natural  way;  nor  fhall  any  article 
which  may  occafion  accidentally  the  death  of  any  one, 
be  henceforth  deemed  a  deodand,  or  in  any  wife  for- 
feited on  account  of  fuch  misfortune.'*  A  fimilar  article 
was  afterward  introduced  into  the  New  Hampfhire  con- 
ftitution. 

The  2d  article  of  the  Pennjyfoania  declaration  of 
rights  afierts — cc  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and  un- 
alienable  right  to  worihip  Almighty  God,  according  to  the 
dictates  of  their  own  confciences  and  underftanding : 
and  that  no  man  ought,  or,  of  right,  can  be  compelled 
to  attend  any  religious  worfhip  ;  or  erect  or  fupport  any 
place  of  worfhip ;  or  maintain,  any  miniftry  contrary  to, 
or  againil  his  own  free  will  and  confent :  nor  can  any 
man  who  acknowledges  the  being  of  a  Gody  be  juflly 
deprived  or  abridged  of  any  civil  right  as  a  citizen,  on 
account  of  his  religious  fentiments  *,  or  peculiar  mode 
of  religious  worihip ;  and  that  no  authority  can,  or 
ought  to  be  vefted  in,  or  afiumed  by,  any  power  what- 
ever, that  fhall,  in  any  cafe  interfere  with,  or  in  any  man- 
ner control  the  right  of  confcience,  in  the  free  exercife 
of  religious  worfhip."  The  i5th  article  declares,, 
"  That  all  men  have  a  natural  inherent  right  to  emi- 

*  This  however  did  not  prevent  a  grofs  ineonfiftency  in  The  Frame* 
ef  Government,  which,  by  the  loth  feclion,  requires,  that  in  order  for 
admifiion  into  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  each  member  mould  fub- 
fcribe,  befide  a  declaration  of  his  faith  in  one  God,  his  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament  as  of  divine 
infpiration, 

grate 
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grate  from  one  ftate  to  another  that  will  receive  them, 
or  to  form  a  new  ftate  in  vacant  countries,  or  in  fuch 

* 

countries  as  they  can  purchafe,  whenever  they  think  that 
thereby  they  may  promote  their  own  -happinefs. 

The  id  article  of  the  Delaware  declaration  is  fubftan- 
'tially  the  fame  with  that  of  Pennfylvania.  The  jd  fays, 
"  That  all  perfons  profeffing  the  Chriftian  religion, 
Might  for  ever  to  enjoy  equal  rights  and  privileges  in  the 
ftate  *  ;  unlefs  under  colour  of  religion,  any  man  difturb 
the  peace,  the  happinefs,  or  fafety  of  fociety."  By  the 
29th  fection  in  the  fyftem  of  government,  it  is  fixed — 
"  That  there  Ihall  be  no  eftablifhment  of  any  one  reli- 
gious feel:  in  the  ftate  in  preference  to  another/' 

The  Maryland  declaration  is  remarkably  full,  parti- 
cular, and  pointed  as  to  the  objects  of  conftitutional 
right  and  fecurtty.  The  jjd  article  relates  to  religious 
liberty,  and  exprelTes,  cc  That  as  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
man  to  worfhip  God  in  fuch  manner  as  he  thinks  molt 
acceptable  to  him,  all  perfons  profeffing  the  Chriftian 
religion  are  equally  entitled  to  protection  in  their  religi- 
ous liberty :  wherefore  no  perfon  ought,  by  any  law,  to 
be  molefted  in  his  perfon  or  eftate,  on  account  of  his 
religious  perfuafion  or  profefflon,  or  for  his  religious  prac- 
tice ;  unlefs,  under  colour  of  religion,  any  man  ihall 
difturb  the  good  order,  peace,  or  fafety  of  the  ftate,  or 
Jhall  infringe  f  tbe  lavs  of  morality,  or  injure  others  in 

*  The  Sjjlem  of  Government  requires,  notwithftanding,  that  every 
perfon,  cho'fen  a  member  of  either  houfe,  or  appointed  to  any  office 
or  place  of  truft,  ihould  formally  declare  his  faith  in  the  Trinitarian 
doctrine,  and  in  the  divine  infpiration  of  the  Old  and  New  Teflament. 

i  "  This  claufe  is  certainly  vague,  and  open  to  oppreflive  cen- 
fttuftion  :  all  that  can  come  under  the  kgal  punimment  to  be  inflicted 
by  a  ftate,  is  exprefled  in  the  preceding  and  fubfe^ue^t  claufes." 

their 
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1784'  their  natural,  civil,  or  religious  rights :  nor  ought  any 
perfon  to  be  compelled  to  frequent,  or  maintain,  or  con- 
tribute (unlefs  on  contract)  to  maintain  any  particular 
place  of  worfhip,  or  any  particular  miniftry :  yet  the 
legiflature  may,  in  their  difcretion,  lay  a  general  and 
equal  tax,  for  the  fupport  of  the  Chriftian  religion ; 
kaving  to  each  individual  the  power  of  appointing  the 
payment  of  the  money  collected  from  him,  over  to  the 
fupport  of  any  particular  place  of  worlhip,  or  minifter, 
or  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  his  own  denomination, 
or  the  poor  in  general  of  any  particular  county.  But 
the  churches,  chapels,  glebes,  and  all  other  property  now 
belonging  to  the  church  of  England,  ought  to  remain 
to  the  church  of  England  forever."  A  preceding  arti- 
cle declared,  cc  That  there  ought  to  be  no  forfeiture 
of  any  part  of  the  eftate  of  any  perfon  for  any  crime, 
except  murder,  or  treafon  againft  the  flate,  and  then 
only  on  conviction  and  attainder.  In  the  55th  fection 
of  the  form  of  government,  it  is  exprefsly  appointed, 
that  every  perfon  before  entering  on  any  office  of  truft  or 
profit,  fhall  fubfcribe  a  declaration  of  his  belief  in  the 
Chriftian  religion. 

Virginia  hath  not  introduced  its  form  of  government 
with  any  declaration  of  general  principles :  nor  made 
mention  of  any  either  toleration  or  teft.  The  executive 
power  is  divided  between  the  governor,  the  council  of 
ftate,  and  the  county  courts,  or  venerable  collections  of 
juftices  of  peace.  The  delegates  and  fenate  may  be  of 
this  rank.  The  governor's  fhare  of  the  executive  is 
trifling.  The  county  courts  or  juftices  of  the  peace, 
befide  the  authority  of  recommending  to  the  governor 
Candidates  on  vacancies  in  their  own  body,  officers  for 

the 
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the  militia,  and  nominating  the  fheriffs  and  coroners,  1-754, 
are  to  appoint  the  clerks  of  the  feveral  county  courts  in 
the  commonwealth.  For  thefe  reafons  the  conftitution 
is  charged  with  involving  in  it  a  fyftem  for  perpetuating 
an  ariftocracy.  It  is  thought,  however,  to  be  alterable 
at  pleafure  by  fubiequent  legiflatures,  in  as  much  as  the 
electors  of  the  delegates  and  reprefentatives,  who  formed 
the  convention  in  1776,  had  no  idea  of  independence 
and  a  permanent  republic,  and  could  not  mean  to  veft 
irrthe  convention  any  authorities  other  than  thofe  of  the 
ordinary  legidature. 

North  Carolina  in  the  declaration  of  rights  maintains, 
cc  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and  unalienable  right  to 
worfhip  Almighty  God,  according  to  the  dictates  of  their 
own  confcience;  and  yet  eftabiifhes  it  as  an  article  in 
the  form  of  government,  "  That  no  perfon  who  fhall 
deny  the  being  of  a  God,  or  the  truth  of  the  Proteftant 
religion,  or  the  divine  authority  of  the  Old  or  New 
Teftament,  fhall  be  capable  of  holding  any  office,  or 
place  of  truft  or  profit  in  the  civil  department  of  the 
fate." 

By  the  South  Carolina  conftitution,  among  the  qualifi- 
cations of  electors  for  members  of  the  houfe  of  repre- 
fentatives or  fenate,  is  that  of  "  acknowledging  the 
being  of  a  God,  and  belief  in  a  future  ftate  of  rewards 
and  punifhments."  It  alfo  prefcribes,  "  That  no  per- 
fon fhall  be  eligible  to  fit  in  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives, 
vmlefs  he  te  of  the  Proteftant  religion :"  and  that  the 
governor,  the  lieutenant  governor,  privy  council  and 
fenate,  fhall  be  of  the  fame  religion.  The  38 th  article 
provides,  "  That  all  perfons  and  religious  focieties,  who 
acknowledge  that  there  is  one  God,  and  a  future  ftate  of 

reward* 
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*7S4'  rewards  and  punifliments,  and  that  Gad  is  publicly  to  be 
worfhipped,  fhall  be  freely  tolerated."  It  then  proceeds, 
"  The  Chriftian  Proteftant  religion  fliall  be  deemed, 
and  is  hereby  conftituted  and  declared  to  be,  the  efta- 
blifhed  religion  of  the  (late ;  and  all  denominations  of 
Chriftian  Proteftants,  demeaning  themfelves  peaceably 
and  feithfully,  fhall  enjoy  equal  religious  and  civil  pri- 
vileges. " 

The  conftitution  of  Georgia  declares,  "  That  all  per- 
fons  whatever  fhall  have  the  free  exercife  of  their  reli- 
gion, provided  it  be  not  repugnant  to  the  peace  and 
fafety  of  the  ftate;  and  fhall  not,  unlefs  by  confent, 
fupport  any  teacher  or  teachers,  except  thofe  of  their 
own  profeffion :"  but  it  requires  that  the  reprefentatives, 
who  are  the  legiflature  of  the  fcate,  and  who  elect  out 
of  their  own  body  the  governor  and  executive  council, 
fhould  be  of  the  Proteftant  religion. 

Some  of  the  conftitutions  declare,  "  That  no  clergy- 
man, or  preacher  of  the  golpel  of  any  denomination, 
ihall  be  capable  of  holding  any  civil  office  within  the 
ftate."  Such  clergymen  as  are  paid  by,  and  fo  are  the 
fervants  of  the  ftate,  may  be  juftly  excluded :  but  if 
they  only  enjoy  the  common  protection  of  the  ftate,  it 
ought  to  have  been  left  to  their  fellow  citizens  whether 
to  elect  them  into  places,  and  to  themfelves  whether  to 
accept ;  which  neither  the  prudence  of  the  one,  nor  the 
facred  duties  of  the  other,  will  permit,  unlefs  upon  fome 
very  extraordinary  occafion.  / 

The  conftitutions  are  fo  formed,  that  the  inhabitants 
in  common  have  a  right  to  vote  for  reprefentatives, 
though  not  to  vote  for  feveral  in  different  towns  and 
places.  In  a  few  ftates  every  freeman  of  the  full  age 

of 
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of  21  years,  having  refided  in  the  flate  for  the  fpace  of  1784. 
one  whole  year  before  the  day  of  election,  and  paid 
public  taxes  during  that  time,  enjoys  the  right  of  an 
elector.  In  moil,  he  muft  be  worth  thirty  or  forty-five 
pounds  fterling.  Certain  ftates  have  provided  for  the 
eftablifhing  and  perpetuating  of  an  equal  reprefentation, 
in  proportion  to  the  numbers  of  freemen  inhabiting  the 
counties,  cities,  towns  and  diftricts. 


VOL.  IV.  E  e  The 
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The  following  Extracts  from  an  Aft  for  eftablilhing 
Religious  Freedom,  pafled  in  the  AfTembly  of  Virginia 
in  the  beginning  of  1786,  is  added,  in  expectation  of 
gratifying  the  curiofity,  if  not  the  tafte,  of  moil 
readers. 

cc  WELL  aware,  that  Almighty  God  hath  created 
the  mind  free :  that  all  attempts  to  influence  it  by  tem- 
poral punifhments  or  burthens,  or  by  civil  incapacita- 
tions,  tend  only  to  beget  habits  of  hypocrify,  and  are  a 
departure  from  the  plan  of  the  Holy  Author  of  our  re- 
ligion, who  being  Lord  of  body  and  mind,  yet  chofe 
not  to  propagate  it  by  coercions  on  either  j — That  the  im- 
pious prefumption  of  legiflators  and  rulers,  civil  as  well 
as  ecclefiaftical  (who,  being  themfelves  but  fallible  and 
uninfpired  men,  have  afiumed  dominion  over  the  faith 
of  others,  fetting  up  their  own  opinions  and  modes  of 
thinking  as  alone  true  and  infallible,  and  as  fuch  endea-* 
vouring  to  impofe  them  on  others)  hath  eftabliflied  and 
maintained  falie  religions  over  the  greateft  part  of  the 
wprld,  and  through  all  times  ; — That,  to  compel  a  man 
to  furnifh  contributions  of  money  for  the  propagation  of 
opinions  which  he  difbelieves,  is  fmful  and  tyrannical; — 
That  even  the  forcing  a  man  to  fupport  this  or  that 
teacher  of  his  own  religious  perfuafion,  is  depriving  him 
of  the  comfortable  liberty  of  giving  his  contributions  to 
the  particular  paftor,  whofe  morals  he  would  make  his 
pattern,  and  whofe  powers  he  feels  moft  perfuafive  to 
righteoufnefs ;  and  is  withdrawing  from  the  miniftry, 
thofe  temporal  rewards,  which,  proceeding  from  an  ap- 
probation of  their  perfonal  conduct,  are  an  additional 

E  e  %  incitement 
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incitement  to  earned  and  unremitted  labors  for  the  in- 
ftruction  of  mankind  5 — That  our  civil  rights  have  no  de- 
pendence on  our  religious  opinions,  any  more  than  on  our 
opinions  in  phyfic  or  geometry ; — That,  therefore,  the 
profcribing  any  citizen  as  unworthy  the  public  confi- 
dence, by  laying  upon  him  an  incapacity  of  being  called 
to  offices  of  truft  and  emolument,  unlefs  he  profefs  or 
renounces  this"  or  that  religious  opinion,  is  depriving  him 
injurioufly  of  thofe  privileges  and  advantages  to  which  in 
common  with  his  fellow-citizens  he  has  a  natural  right; 
and  tends  alfo  to  corrupt  the  principles  of  that  very  re- 
ligion it  is  meant  to  encourage,  by  bribing  with  a  mono- 
poly of  worldly  honors  and  emoluments,  thofe  who  will 
externally  conform  to  it; — That  though  indeed  thofe  are 
criminal  who  do  not  withftand  fuch  temptations,  yet 
neither  are  thofe  innocent  who  lay  them  in  their  way ;— - 
That  to  fuffer  the  civil  rriagiftrate  to  intrude  his  powers 
into  the  field  of  opinion,  and  to  reilrain  the  profeflion 
©r  propagation  of  principles  on  Juppoftticn  of  their  ill  ten- 
dency, is  a  dangerous  fallacy ;  which,  at  once  deftroys  all 
religious  liberty ;  becaufe  he,  being  of  courfe  judge  of 
that  tendency,  will  make  his  .opinions  the  rule  of  judg- 
ment, and  will  approve  or  condemn  the  fentiments  of 
others,  only  as  they  ihaii  agree  .with,  or  differ  from  his 

own; That  it  is  time  enough  for  the  rightful  purpofes 

of  civil  government,  for  its  officers  to  interpofe  when 
principles  break  out  in  overt  ads  againft  peace  and  good 
order :— And  finally,  that  truth  is  great,  and  will  pre- 
vail if  left  to  herfelf ;  that  Jhe  is  the  proper  and  Juffi  dent 
antagcnift  to  error,  and  can  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
the  conflict,  unlefs  by  human  interpofition,  difarmed  of 
her  natural  weapons,  free  argument  and  -debate— errors 

ceafing 
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ceafmg  to  be  dangerous,  when  it  is  permitted  freely  to 
contradict  them. 

cc  Be  it  therefore  enabled  by  the  General  Afiembly, 
that  no  man  (hall  be  compelled  to  fupport  any  religious 
worfhip,  place,  or  miniftry  whatfoever;  nor  fhali  be 
forced,  retrained,  molefted  or  burthened  in  his  body  or 
goods,  nor  fhall  otherwife  fuffer,  on  account  of  his  reli- 
gious opinions  or  belief:  but  that  all  men  iriall  be  free 
to  profefs,  and  by  argument  to  maintain,  their  opinions 
in  matters  of  religion:  and  that  the  fame  Jhall  in  no  wife 
diminifhy  enlarge,  or  affeff  their  civil-  capacities. 

cc  And  though  we  well  know  that  this  AfTembly, 
elected  by  the  people  for  the  ordinary  purpofes  of  legif- 
lation  only,  have  no  power  to  reftrain  the  acts  of  fuc- 
ceeding  Aflemblies,  conftituted  with  powers  equal  to  our 
own ;  and  that,  therefore,  to  declare  this  aft  irrevocable, 
would  be  of  no  effect  in  law ;  yet  we  are  free  to  declare, 
and  do  declare,  that  the  rights  hereby  ajftrted,  are  of  the 
•natural  rights  of  mankind ;  and  that  if  any  act  fhall  be 
hereafter  paiTed  to  repeal  the  prefent,  or  to  narrow  its 
operation,  fuch  act  will  be  an  infringement  of  natural 
right:' 


E  e  3  The 
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The  United  States  in  Congrefs  afiembled,  finding  that 
the  Articles  of  the  Confederation  would  not  enable 
them  to  furmount  thofe  National  EmbarrafTments  with 
which  they  were  attended,  at  length  recommended  to 
the  feveral  Governments  the  appointing  of  Delegates 
to  form  a  Special  Convention  at  Philadelphia.  Moft 
of  them  complied,  and  elected  Gentlemen  of  diftin- 
guifhed  Character  to  reprefent  them.  When  the 
Delegates  met  in  June  1787,  Do&or  Franklin  pro- 
pofed  his  Excellency  George  Wafhington  for  Prefi- 
dent  j  and  he  was  unanimoufly  chofen.  After  feveral 
Months  clofe  and  free  Deliberation,  the  following 
Publications  made  their  Appearance,  excepting  the 
Parts  included  within  the  Crotchets. 


[FRAME   OF   GOVERNMENT.] 

WE  the  People  of  the  UNITED  STATES,  ih 
order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  eftablilh 
jutice,  infure  domeftic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  fecure 
the  blefiings  of  liberty  to  ourfelves  and  our  pofterity,  do 
ordain  and  eftablifh  this  Conftitution  for  the  United  States 
cf  AMERICA. 
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I 

\_Legiflattie  Power <~\ 

ARTICLE     I. 

[The  HOUSE  of  REPRESENTATIVES.] 

SECTION     I. 

A  LL  Legiflative  Powers  herein  granted  fhall  be  vefted 
in  a  Congrefs  of  the  United  States,  which  fhall 
confift  of  a  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 

SECTION     II. 

The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  lhall  be  compofed  of 
members  ehofen  every  fecond  year  by  the  people  of  the 
feveral  States,  and  the  electors  in  each  State  fhall  have 
the  qualifications  requifite  for  ele&ors  of  the  moft  nume- 
rous branch  of  the  State  Legiflature. 

No  perfon  fhall  be  a  Reprefentative  who  lhall  not  have 
attained  to  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  been  feven 
years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who  fhall  not, 
when  elected,  be  an  inhabitant  of  that  State  in  which  he 
ihall  be  choferi. 

Reprefentatives  and  direct  taxes  fliall  be  apportioned 
among  the  feveral  States  which  may  be  included  within 
this  Union,  according  to  their  refpective  numbers^  which 
fhall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of 
free  perfons,  including  thofe  bound  to  fervice  for  a  term 
of  years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed;  three-fifths 
of  all  other  perfons;  The  actual  enumeration  fhall  be 
made  within  three  years  after  the  firfl  meeting  of  the 
Congrefs  of  the  United  States,  and  within  every  fubfe- 
quent  term  of  ten  years,  in  fuch  manner  as  they  fhall 
by  law  direct.  The  number  of  Reprefentatives  fhall 
not  exceed  one  for  every  thirty  thoufand,  but  each  State 

E  e  4  lhall 
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fhall  have  at  leaft  one  Reprefentative ;  and  until  fuch 
enumeration  fhall  be  made,  the  State  of  New-Hampfhire 
lhall  be  entitled  to  choofe  three,  MaiTachufetts  eight, 
Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations  one,  Connec- 
ticut five,  New- York  fix,  New- Jerfey-  four,  Pennfyl- 
vania  eight,  Delaware  one,  Maryland  fix,  Virginia  ten, 
Noi "th-Carolina  five,  South-Carolina  five,  and  Georgia 
three. 

When  vacancies  happen  in  the  reprefentation  from  any 
State,  the  Executive  authority  thereof  fhall  iffue  writs  of 
election  to  fill  fuch  vacancies. 

'  The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fhall  choofe  their  Speaker 
<     and  other  officers  j  and  .fhali  have  the  fole  power  of  im- 
peachment. 


[S     E    N    A     T     E.] 

SECTION     III. 

HP  HE  Senate  of  the  United  States,  fhall  be  compofed 
of  two  Senators  from  each  State,  chofen  by  the 
Legiflature  thereof,  for  fix  years;  and  each  Senator  fhall 
have  one  vote. 

Immediately  after  they  fhall  be  afTernbled  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  firft  election,-  they  fhall  be  divided  as 
equally  as.  may  be  into  three  clafTes.  The  feats  of  the 
Senators  of  the  firft  clafs  fhall  be  vacated  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  fecond  year,  of  the  fecond  clafs  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the,,  fourth  year,  and  of  the  third  clafs  at  the 
iexpiration  of  the  fixth  year,  fo  .that  one  third  may  be 
chofen  every  fecond  year ;  and  if  vacancies  happen  by 
refignation,  or  otherwife,  during  the  recefs  of  the  Legif- 

.  4  •     •  lature 
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lature  of  any  State,  the  Executive  thereof  may  make 
temporary  appointments  until  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Legiflature,  which  fhall  then  fill  fuch  vacancies. 

No  perfon  fhall  be  a  Senator  who  fhall  not  have  at- 
tained to  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  -been  nine  years  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who  fhall  not,  when 
elected,  be  an  inhabitant  of  that  State  for  which  he  fhall 
be  chofen. 

The  Vice-Prefident  of  the  United  States  fhall  be  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Senate,  but  fhall  have  no  vote,  unlefs  they 
be  equally  divided. 

The  Senate  fhall  choofe  their  other  officers,  and  alfo  a 
Prefident  pro  tempore,  in  the  abfence  ef  the  Vice-Pre- 
Fident,  or  when  he  fhall  exercife  the  office  of  Prefident 
of  the  United  States. 

The  Senate  fhall  have  the  fole  power  to  try  all  im- 
peachments. When  fitting  for  that  purpofe,  they  fhall 
be  on  oath  or  affirmation.  When  the  Prefident  of  the 
United  States  is  tried,  the  Chief  Juftice  fhall  prefide : 
And  no  perfon  fhall  be  convi&ed  without  the  concurrence 
of  two-thirds  of  the  Members  prefent. 

Judgment  in  cafes  of  impeachment  fhall  not  extend 
further  than  to  removal  from  office,  and  difqualifkation 
to  hold  and  enjoy  any  office  of  honor,  truft,  or  profit 
under  the  United  States ;  but  the  party  convicted  fhall 
neverthelefs  be  liable  and  fubject  to  indictment,  trial, 
judgment  ancl  punifhment,  according  to  law. 

s  E  c  T  i  o-  N    iv. 

The  times,  places  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for 
Senators  and  Reprefentatives,  fhall  be  prefcribed  in  each 
State  by  the  Legiflature  thereof  5  but  the  Congrefs  may 

at 
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at  any  time  by  law  make  or  alter  fuch  regulations,  ex* 
cept  as  to  the  places  of  choofing  Senators. 


GENERAL   CONGRESS.] 

HP  HE  Congrefs  fhall  afTemble  at  lead  once  in  every 

year,  and  fuch  meeting  fhall  be  on  the  firft  Monday 

in  December,  unlefs  they  fhall  by  law  appoint  a  different 

day. 

SECTION    v. 

Each  Houfe  fhall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns 
and  qualifications  of  its  own  Members,  and  a  majority 
of  each  fhall  conflitute  a  quorum  to  do  bufmefs  5  but  a 
fmaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may 
be  authorized  to  compel  the  attendance  of  abfent  Mem- 
bers, in  fuch  manner,  and  under  fuch  penalties,  as  each 
Houfe  may  provide. 

Each  Houfe  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceed- 
ings, punifh  its  Members  for  diforderly  behaviour,  and, 
with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  expel  a  Member. 

Each  Houfe  fhall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings, 
and  from  time  to  time  publilh  the  fame,  excepting  fuch 
parts  as  may  in  their  judgment  require  fecrecy  j  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  of  the  Members  of  either  Houfe,  on  any 
queflion  fhall,  at  the  defire  of  one-fifth  of  thofe  prefent, 
be  entered  on  the  journal. 

Neither  Houfe,  during  the  fefTion  of  Congrefs,  fhall, 
without  the  confent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than 
three  days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that,  in  which 
the  two  Houfes  fliall  be  fitting, 

SECTION 
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SECTION     VI. 

The  Senators  and  Reprefentatives  fhall  receive  a  com- 
penfation  for  their  fervices,  to  be  afcertained  by  law,  and 
paid  out  of  the  treafury  of  the  United  States.  They 
fhall  in  all  cafes,  except  treafon,  felony,  and  breach  of 
the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arreft  during  their  atten- 
dance at  the  feiTion  of  their  refpeclive  Houfes,  and  in 
going  to  and  returning  from  the  fames  and  for  any 
fpeech  or  debate  in  either  Houfe,  they  fhall  not  be 
queftioned  in  any  other  place. 

No  Senator  or  Reprefentative  fhall,  during  the  time 
for  which  he  was  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  which  fhall 
have  been  created,  or  the  emoluments  whereof  fhall 
have  been  increafed  during  fuch  time ;  and  no  peribn 
holding  any  office  under  the  United  States,  fhall  be  a 
Member  of  either  Houfe,  during  his  continuance  in 
office. 


\tte  Powers  <?/ CONGRESS.] 

SECTION     VII. 

ALL  bills  for  railing  revenue  fhall  originate  in  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  -,    but  the  Senate  may 
propofe  or  concur  with  amendments  as  on  other  bills. 

Every  bill  which  fhall  have  pafled  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives and  the  Senate,  fhall,  before  it  become  a  law, 
be  prefented  to  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States ;  if 
he  approve  he  fhall  fign  it,  but  if  not  he  fhall  return  it, 
with  his  objections  to  that  Houfe  in  which  it  fhall  have 
originated,  who  fhall  enter  the  objections  at  large  on  their 

journal, 
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journal,  and  proceed  to  reconfider  it.  If  after  fuch  re- 
confideration,  two-thirds  of  that  Houfe  (hall  agree  ,to 
pafs  the  bill,  it  (hall  be  fent,  together  with  the  objections, 
to  the  other  Houfe,  by  which  it  fhall  likewife  be  con- 
fidered,  and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  that  Houfe, 
it  fhall  become  a  law.  But  in  all  fuch  cafes  the  votes 
of  both  Houfes  fhall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  names  of  the  perfons  voting  for  and  againft  the 
bill  fhall  be  entered  on  the  journal  of  each  Houfe  re- 
Ipectively.  If  any  bill  fhall  not  be  returned  by  the  Pre- 
fident  within  ten  days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it  fhall 
have  been  prefented  to  him,  the  fame  fnall  be  a  law,  in 
like  manner  as  if  he  had  figned  it,  unlefs  the  Congrefs 
by  their  adjournment  prevent  its  return,  in  which  cafe  it 
lhall  not  be  a  law. 

Every  order,  refolution,  or  vote  to  which  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  may 
be  neceflary  (except  on  a  quellion  of  adjournment)  fhall 
be  prefented  to  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States ;  and 
before  the  fame  fhall  take  effect,  fhall  be  approved  by 
him,  or  being  difapproved  by  him,  fhall  be  repafTed  by' 
two- thirds  of  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 
according  to  the  rules  and  limitations  prefcribed  in  the 
cafe  of  a  bill. 

SECTION     VIII. 

The  Congrefs  fhall  have  power — To  lay  and  collect 
taxes,  duties,  impofls  and  excifes,  to  pay  the  debts  and 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of 
the  United  States ;  but  all  duties,  impofts  and  excifes 
fhall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States; — -To 
borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States  s— To 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the 

feveral 
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feveral  States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes ; — To  eilabliili 
an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  uniform  laws  on 
the  fubjecl:  of  bankruptcies  throughout  the  United 
States; — To  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and 
of  foreign  coin,  and  fix  the  ftandard  of  weights  and 
meafures ; — To  provide  for  the  punifhment  of  counter- 
feiting the  fecurities  and  current  coin  of  the  United 
States  \ — To  eftabiiffh  pott-offices  and  poft-roads ;— To 
promote  the  progrefs  of  fcience  and  ufeful  arts,  by  fe- 
curlng  for  limited  times  to  authors  and  inventors  the 
exclufive  right  to  their  refpeclive  writings  and  difcoveries; 
— To  conilitute  tribunals  inferior  to  the  Supreme  Court  $ 
-—To  define  and  punifh  piracies  and  felonies  committed 
pn  the  high  feas,  and  offences  againft  the  law  of  nations ; 
-—To  declare  war,  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal, 
and  make  rules  concerning  captures  on  land  and  water; 
—-To  raife  and  fupport  armies,  but  no  appropriation  of 
money  to  that  ufe  iliall  be  for  a  longer  term  than  two 
years  -} — To  provide  and  maintain  a  navy ; — To  make 
rules  for  the  government  and  regulation  of  the  land  and 
naval  forces  j— To  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia 
to  execute  the  laws  of  the  union,  fupprefs  infurre&ions 
and  repel  invafions ; — To  provide  for  organizing,  arm- 
ing, and  difciplining  the  militia,  and  for  governing  fuch 
part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States,  referving  to  the  States  refpe&ively,  the 
appointment  of  the  officers,  and  the  authority  of  train- 
ing the  militia,  according  to  the  difcipline  prefcribcd  by 
Congrefs ; — To  exercife  exclufive  legiflation  in  all  cafes 
whatfoever,  over  fuch  diftrict  (not  exceeding  ten  miles 
Square)  as  may,  by  ceilion  of  particular  States,  and  the 
acceptance  of  Congrefs,  become  the  feat  of  government 

of 
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of  the  United  States,  and  to  exercife  like  authority  over 
all  places  purchafed  by  the  confent  of  the  Legiflature 
of  the  State  in  which  the  fame  fhall  be,  for  the  erection 
of  forts,  magazines,  arfenals,  dock-yards,  and  other 
needful  buildings  ;  and  to  make  all  laws  which  fhall  be 
neceffary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  fore- 
going powers,  and  all  other  powers  veiled  by  this  con- 
ilitution  in  the  government  of  the  United  States,  or  in 
any  department  or  officer  thereof. 

[Reftriftions  upon  Congrefs."} 

SECTION     IX. 

"^HE  migration  or  importation  of  fuch  perfons  as 
any  of  the  States  now  exifling  fhall  think  proper  to 
admit,  fh all  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congrefs  prior  to 
the,  year  one  thoujdnd  eight  hundred  and  eighty  but  a  tax 
or  duty  may  be  impofed  on  fuch  importation,  not  ex-» 
ceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  perfon. 

The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  fliall  not  be 
fufpended,  unlefs  when  in  cafes  of  rebellion  or  invafion, 
the  public  fafety  may  require  it. 

No  bill  of  attainder  or  ex  $qft  fatra  law  (hall  be  pafTed. 

No  capitation,  or  other  direct  tax  fhall  be  laid,  unlefs 
in  proportion  to  the  ccnfus  or  enumeration  herein  before 
directed  to  be  taken. 

No  tax  or  duty  fhall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  from 
any  State.  No  preference  fhall  be  given  by  any  regula- 
tion of  commerce  or  revenue  to  the  ports  of  one  State 
over  thofe  of  another  $  nor  fhall  veffels  bound  to,  or 
from,  one  State,  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay  duties 
in  another. 

No 
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No  monies  fhall  be  drawn  from  the  Treafury  but  in 
confequence  of  appropriations  made  by  law;  and  a  re- 
gular ftatement  and  account  of  the  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures of  all  public  money  fhall  be  publifhed  from  time 
to  time. 

No  title  of  nobility  fhall  be  granted  by  the  United 
States:  And  no  perfon  holding  any  office  of  profit  or 
truft  under  them,  fhall,  without  the  confent  of  the  Con- 
grefs, accept  of  any  prefent,  emolument,  office,  or  title, 
of  any  kind  whatever,  from  any  King,  Prince,  or  foreign 
State. 


\Rejlritfions  upon  refpeftive  States.] 

SECTION     X. 

O  State  (hall  enter  into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or  con- 
federation  ;  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal ; 
coin  money ;  emit  bills  of  credit ;  make  any  thing  but 
gold  and  filver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts  ;  pals 
any  bnl  of  attainder,  ex  poftfa&o  law,  or  law  impairing 
the  obligation  of  contracts,  or  grant  any  title  of  nobility. 
No  State  fhall,  without  the  confent  of  the  Congrefs,  lay 
any  impofts  or  duties  on  imports  or  exports,  except  what 
may  be  abfolutely  neceflkry  for  executing  its  infpectiori 
laws;  and  the  net  produce  of  aH:  duties  and  impofls,  laid 
by  any  State  on  imports  or  exports,  fhall  be  for  the  ufc 
of  the  treafury  of  the  United  States ;  and  all  fuch  laws 
lhall  be  fubjecl:  to  the  revifion  and  control  of  the  Con- 
grefs. No  State  fhall,  without  the  confent  of  Congrefs, 
lay  any  duty  of  tonnage,  keep  troops,  or  fhips  of  war  in 
time  of  peace,  enter  into  any  agreement  or  compact 
*vyith  another  State,  or  with  a  foreign  power,  or  engage 

in 
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in  war,  unlefs  actually  invaded,  or  in  fuch  imminent 
danger  as  will  not  admit  of  delay. 


[Executive  Power."\ 
ARTICLE      II. 
[PRESIDENT.] 

SECTION     I. 

Executive  Power  fliall  be  veiled  in  a  Pfefideht 
of  the  United  States  of  America.  He  fhall  hold 
his  office  during  the  terrn^  of  four  years,  and,  together 
witVtlie  Vice-Prefident,  chofen  for  the  fame  term,  Be 
elecled  as  follows. 

Each  State  fhall  appoint,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  the 
Legislature  thereof  may  dire6t,.a  number  of  electors, 
equal  to  the  whole  number  of  Senators  and  Reprefenta- 
tives  to  which  the  State  may  be  entitled  in  the  Congrefs : 
but  no  Senator  or  Reprefentative,  or  peifon  holding  an 
office  of  truft  or  profit  under  the  United  States,  fhall  be 
appointed  an  elector. 

The  electors  fliall  meet  in  their  refpeclive  States,  and 
vote  by  ballot  for  two  perfons,  of  whom  one  at  lead  fhall 
not  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  fame  State  with  themfelves. 
And  they  fhall  make  a  lift  of  all  the  perfons  voted  for 
and  of  the  number  of  votes  for  each;  which  lift  they 
fhall  fign  and  certify,  and  tra-nfmit  fealed  to  the  feat  of 
government  of  the  United  States,  directed  to  the  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Senate.  The  Prefident  of  the  Senate  fhall, 
in  the  prefence  of  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives,  open  all  the  certificates,  and  the  votes  fhall  then 
be  counted.  The  perfon  having  the  greateft  number  of 

votes 
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votes  fhall  be  the  Prefident,  if  fuch  number  be  a  ma- 
jority of  the  whole  number  of  electors  appointed ;  and 
if  there  be  more  than  one  who  have  fuch  majority,  and 
have  an  equal  number  of  votes,  then  the  Houfe  of  Re~ 
prefentatives  fhall  immediately  choofe  by  ballot  one  of 
them  for  Prefident  ;  and  if  no  peribn  have  a  majority, 
then  from  the  five  highefl  on  the  lift  the  faid  Houfe  fhall 
in  like  manner  choofe  the  Prefident.  But  in  choofing  the 
Prefident,  the  votes  ihall  be  taken  by  States,  the  repre- 
featation  from  each  State  having  one  vote  ;  a  quorum 
for  this  purpofe  fhall  confift  of  a  member  or  members 
from  two-thirds  of  the  States,  and  a  majority  of  all  the 
States  fhall  be  necefTary  to  a  choice.     In  every  cafe, 
after  the  choice  of  the  Prefident,  the  perfon  having  the 
greateft  number  of  votes  of  the  electors,  fhall  be  the 
Vice-Prefident.     But  if  there  fliall  remain  two  or  more 
who  have  equal  votes,  the  Senate  fhall  choofe  from  them 
by  ballot  the  Vice-Prefident. 

The  Congrefs  may  determine  the  time  of  choofmg  the 
electors,  and  the  day  on  which  they  fliall  give  their  votes; 
\yhich  day  fhall  be  the  fame  throughput  the  United 
States,  i 

No  perfon  except  a  natural  born  citizen,  or  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this 
Confutation:,  fliall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Prefident; 
neither  fliall  any  perfon  be  eligible  to  that  office  who  fhall 
not  have  attained  to  the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  and  been, 
fourteen  years- a  refident  within  the  United  States. 

In  cafe  of  the  removal  of  the  Prefident  from  office, 

pr  of  his  death,  refignation,  or  inability  to  difcharge  the 

powers  and  duties  of  the  faid  office,  the  fame  fhall  de-* 

yplve  on  the  Vice-Prefident,  and  the  Congrefs  may  by 

VOL.  IV.  F  f  law 
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law  provide  for  the  cafe  of  removal,  death,  refignation 
or  inability,  both  of  the  Prefident  and  Vice-Prefident, 
declaring  what  officer  fhall  then  act  as  Prefident,  and  fuch 
officer  fhall  act  accordingly,  until  the  difability  be  re- 
moved, or  a  Prefidenr  fhall  be  elected. 

The  Prefident  fhall,  at  ftated  times,  receive  for  his 
fervices,  a  compenfation,  which  fhall  neither  be  increafed 
nor  diminilhed  during  the  period  for  which  he  fhall  have 
been  elected,  and  he  fhall  not  receive  within  that  period 
any  other  emolument  from  the  United  States,  or  any  of 
them. 

Before  he  enter  on  the  execution  of  his  office,  he  Ihall 
take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation ; 

"  I  do  folemnly  fwear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully 
execute  the  office  of  Prefident  of  the  United  States,  and 
will  to  the  beft  of  my  ability,  preferve,  protect  and  de- 
fend the  Conftitution  of  the  United  States." 

SECTION     II. 

The  Prefident  fhall  be  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
army  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  militia 
of  the  feyeral  States,  when  called  into  the  actual  fervice 
of  the  United  States ;  he  may  require  the  opinion,  in 
writing,  of  the  principal  officer  in  each  of  the  executive 
departments,  upon  any  fubject  relating  to  the  duties  of 
their  refpeclive  offices,  and  he  fhall  have  power  to  grant 
reprieves  and  pardons  for  offences  againft  the  United 
States,  except  in  cafes  of  impeachment. 

He  fhall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
fent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two-thirds 
of  the  Senators  preient  concur  -,  and  he  fhali  nominal, 
and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Senate, 

fhall 
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(hall  appoint  AmbafTadors,  other  public  Minifters  ancj 
Confuls,  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  all  other 
officers  of  the  United  States,  whofe  appointments  are 
not  herein  otherwife  provided  for,  and  which  fhail  be 
eftablifhed  by  law.  But  the  Congrefs  may  by  law  veft 
the  appointment  of  fuch  inferior  officers,  as  they  think 
proper,  in  thePrefident  alone,  in  the  Courts  of  Law,  or 
in  the  Heads  of  Departments. 

The  Prefident  fhall  have  power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies 
that  may  happen  during  the  receis  of  the  Senate,  by 
granting  com  minions  which  fhall  expire  a:  the  end  of 
their  next  fefiion. 

SECTION      III. 

He  lhall  from  time  to  time  give  to  the  Congrefs  in- 
formation of  the  State  of  the  Union,  and  recommend 
to  their  confideration  fuch  meafures  as  he  fhall  judge 
neceflary  and  expedient :  he  may,  on  extraordinary  oc- 
cafions,  convene  both  Houfes,  or  either  of  them,  and 
in  cafe  of  difagreement  between  them,  with  re i peel:  to 
the  time  of  adjournment,  he  may  adjourn  them  to  fuch 
time  as  he  fhall  think  proper;  he  fhall  receive  Ambaf- 
fadors  and  other  public  Minifters;  he  lhall  take  care 
that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed,  and  fhall  commif- 
fion  all  the  officers  of  the  United  States.- 

SECTION      IV. 

The  Prefident,  Vice-prefident,  and  all  civil  officers 
of  the  United  States,  fhall  be  removed  from  office  on 
impeachment  for,  and  conviction  of,  treafon,  bribery, 
or  other  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors. 

Ffa  ARTI- 
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A  R  T  I  C  L  E     III, 
{Judiciary  Power.] 

SECTION     I, 

E  Judicial  Power  of  the  United  States,  fliall  be 
veiled  in  one  Supreme  Court,  and  in  fuch  Inferior 
Courts  as  the  Congrefs  may  from  time  to  time  ordain 
andcftablifh.  The  Judges,  both  of  the  Supreme  and 
Inferior  Courts,  fhall  hold  their  offices  during  good 
behaviour,  and  fliall,  at  ilated  times,  receive  for  their 
fervices,  a  compenfation,  which  fhall  not  be  diminifhed 
during  their  continuance  in  office. 

SECTION    n. 

The  Judicial  Power  fliall  extend  to  all  cafes,  in  law 
and  equity,  arifing  under  this  Conftitution,  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  treaties  made,  or  which  fhaii  be 
.  made,  under  their  authority ;  to  all  cafes  affecting  Am  - 
baffadors,  other  public  Minifters  and  Confuls ;  to  all 
cafes  of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurifdiclion  ;  to  contro- 
verfies  to  which  the  United  States  fhall  be  a  party  -3  to 
controversies  between  two  or  more  States,  between  a 
ftate  and  citizens  of  another  flare,  between  citizens  of 
different  States,  between  citizens  of  the  fame  ftate  claim- 
ing lands  under  grants  of  different  States,  and  between 
a  ftate,  or  the  citizens  thereof,  and  foreign  fcates,  citi- 
zens or  fubjects. 

In  all  cafes  affecting  AmbafTadors,  other  public  Mi  - 
mders  and  Confuls,  and  thofe  in  which  a  ftate  fhall  be 
party,  the  ..Supreme  Court  fliall  }iave  original  jurifdio 
-  tion. 
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tioh."  In  all  the  other  cafes  before  mentioned,  the  Su- 
preme Court  lhall  have  appellate  jurifdiction,  both  as 
to  law  and  fact,  with  fuch  exceptions,  and  under  fuch 
regulations  as  the  Congrefs  fhall  make. 

The  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in  cafes  of  impeach- 
ment, ihall  be  by  jury ;  and  fuch  trial  lhail  be  held  in 
the  ftate  where  the  faid  crimes  fhall  have  been  commit- 
ted ;  but  when  not  committed  within  any  ftate,  the  trial 
fhall  be  at  fuch  place  or  places  as  the  Congrefs  may  by 
law  have  directed, 

SECTION    in. 

Treafon  againft  the  United  States,  fhall  confift  only 
in  levying  war  againft  them,  or  in  adhering  to  their  ene- 
mies, giving  them  aid  and  comfort.  No  perfon  fhall 
be  convicted  of  treafon,  unlefs  on  the  teftimony  of  two 
witnefTes  to  the  fame  overt  act,  or  on  confelfion  in  open 
court. 

The  Congrefs  fhall  have  power  to  declare  the  pu- 
.nifhment  of  treafon,  but  no  attainder  of  treafon  fhall 
work  corruption  of  blood,  or  forfeiture  except  during 
the  life  of  the  perfon  attainted. 

ARTICLE     IV. 

SECTION     I. 

Full  faith  and  credit  fhall  be  given  in  each  ftate  to 
the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings  of 
every  other  ftate.  And  the  Congrefs  may  by  general 
laws  prefcribe  the  manner  in  which  fuch  acts,  record* 
and  proceedings  fhall  be  proved,  and  the  effect  thereof. 

SECTION     II. 

The  citizens  of  each  ftate  fhall  be  entitled  to  all  pri- 
vileges and  immunities  of  citizens  in  tfie  feveral  ftates.; 

F  f  3  A  per*. 


THE   CONSTITUTION   OF   THE 

A  perfon  charged  in  any  flate  with  treafon,  felony, 
or  other  crime,  who  {hall  flee  from  juftice,  and  be  found 
in  another  ftate,  (hall,  on  demand  of  the  executive  au- 
thority of  the  ftate  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up, 
to  be  removed  to  the  ftate  having  jurifdiction  of  the 
crime. 

No  perfon  held  to  fervice  or  labor  in  one  ftate,  under 
the  laws  thereof,  efcaping  into  another,  fhall,  in  confe- 
quence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  difcharged 
from  fuch  fervice  or  labor,  but  fhall  be  delivered  up 
on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  fuch  fervice  or  labor  may 
be  due. 


[General  Regulations.] 

SECTION     III. 

ftates  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congrefs  into 
this  Union  ;  but  no  new  ftate  fhall  be  formed  or 
erected  within  the  jurifdiclion  of  any  other  ftate;  nor 
any  ftate  be  formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more 
ftates,  or  parts  of  ftates,  without  the  confent  of  the  Le- 
giflatures  of  the  States  concerned  as  well  as  of  the  Con- 
grefs. 

The  Congrefs  fhall  have  power  to  difpofe  of  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  relpeding  the  ter- 
ritory or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States; 
and  nothing  in  this  Conftitution  Ihall  be  fo  conftrued 
as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
any  particular  ftate. 

SECTION     IV. 

The  United  States  fhall  guarantee  to  every  ftate  in 
this  Union,   a  Republican  form  of  government,   and 

fhall 
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Ihall  protect  each  of  them  againft  invafion  ;  and  on  ap- 
plication of  the  Legislature,  or  of  the  Executive  (when 
the  Legiflature  cannot  be  convened)  againft  domeftic 
violence. 

[Amendments  Provided] 

ARTICLE     V. 

HPHE  Congrefs,  whenever  two-thirds  of  bothHoufes 
•*•  fhall  deem  it  necefTary,  fhall  propofe  amendments 
to  this  Conftitution,  or,  on  the  application  of  the  Legi- 
flatures  of  two-thirds  of  the  feveral  ftates,  fhali  call  a 
Convention  for  propofmg  amendments,  which,  in  either 
cafe,  fhall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  part 
of  this  Conftitution,  when  ratified  by  the  Legiflatures 
of  three-fourths  of  the  feveral  ftates,  or  by  Conventions 
in  three-fourths  thereof,  as  the  one  or  the  other  mode 
of  Ratification  may  be  propofed  by  the  Congrefs  -,  pro- 
vided, that  no  amendment  which  may  be  made  prior 
to  the  year  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  fhall 
in  any  manner  affect  the  firft  and  fourth  claufes  in  the 
ninth  Section  of  the  firft  Article ;  and  that  no  ftate, 
without  its  confent,  fhall  be  deprived  of  its  equal  fuf- 
frage  in  the  Senate. 

[General  Regulations] 
ARTICLE    VI. 

A  LL   debts   contracted    and    engagements   entered 
into,  before  the  adoption  of  this  Conftitution,  fhall 
be  as  valid  againft  the  United  States  under  this  Confti- 
as  under  the  Confederation. 

tf  f  4  This 
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This  Conflitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  State*, 
v/hich  fhall  be  made  in  piirfuance  thereof;  and  all  trea- 
ties made,  or  which  fhail  be  made,  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  fhall  be  the  fnpreme  law  of  the 
land  5  and  the  Judges  in  every  ftate  fhall  be  bound 
thereby,  any  thing  in  the  Conftitution  or  laws  of  any 
ftate  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  Senators  and  Reprefentatives  beforementioned> 
and  the  Members  of  the  feveral  State  Legiflatures,  and 
all  executive  and  judicial  officers,  both  of  the  United 
States  and  of  the  feveral  States,  fhall  be  bound  by  oath 
or  affirmation,  to  fupport  this  Conftitution ;  but  no  re- 
ligious teft  fhall  ever  be  required  as  a  qualification  to 
any  office  or  public  truft  under  the  United  States. 

ARTICLE    VII. 

The  ratification  of  the  Conventions  of  Nine  States, 
fhall  be  fufficient  for  the  eflablifhment  of  this  Conflitu* 
tion  between  the  States  fo  ratifying  the  fame. 

Dene  in  Convention,  by  the  unanimous  content  of  the 
States  prefent,  the  feventeenth  day  of  September,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
cighty-feven,  aiid  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America  the  twelfth. 

In  witnefs  whereof  we  have  hereunto  fubfcribed 
our  names, 

GEORGE   WASHINGTON, 

PRESIDENT, 

And  Deputy  from  VIRGINIA. 

C  John  Langdon, 
Ncw-Harnpfhire. 
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Maflachufetts. 

Connecticut." 
New- York. 

New-Jerfey. 


Pennfylvama. 


Delaware, 

Maryland. 

Virginia. 

North-Carolina. 


C  Nathaniel  Gorham, 
\  Rufus  King. 
J  William  Samuel  Jobn/bn^ 
{  Roger  Sherman. 

Alexander  Hamilton. 

William  Livingfton* 

o«/  * 

David  Brearley* 

William  Paterfon* 

Jonathan  Dayton. 

"Benjamin  Franklin, 

Thomas  Miffliny 

Robert  Morris, 

George  Clymer^ 

Thomas  Fitzfimons, 

Jared  Ingerjoll,. 

James  Wilfon, 

Gouverneur  Morris. 
{George  Ready 

Gunning  Bedford)  junior, 

John  Dickinfon, 

Richard  Bajfett> 
.Jacob  Broom, 
r  James  M'Henry, 
\  Daniel  of  St.  ?ho.  Jenifer 
\Daniel  Carrol. 
C  John  Blair, 
I  James  Madifon,  junior. 

{William  Blount> 
Richard  Dobbs  Spaigbt, 
Hugh  WiUiamJon. 


441 


South* 


442-  *HE    CONSTITUTION   OP   THE 

rjohn  Rutledge, 

\  Charles  Cotefworth  Pincknev 
South-Carolina.        < 


f  William  Few 
Georgia.  j 


fierce  Butler. 
f  William  Few, 
j  ^™M»  £* 
Atteft,  WILLIAM  JACKSON,  Secretary, 


In  CONVENTION,  MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  17,  1787* 

PRESENT, 

The  States  of  NEW-HAMPSHIRE,  MASSACHUSETTS, 
CONNECTICUT,  Mr.  Hamilton  from  NEW-YORK^ 
NEW-JERSEY,  PENNSYLVANIA,  DELAWARE,  MARY- 
LAND,  VIRGINIA,  NORTH-CAROLINA,  SOUTH-CA- 
ROLINA, and  GEORGIA  : 

RESOLVED, 
HA?  the  preceding  Con/tit  utton  be  laid  before  the  United 


States  in  Congrejs  affembled,  and  that  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  Convention^  that  it  Jhould  afterwards  le  Julmitted 
to  a  Convention  of  Delegatesy  chofen  in  each  State  by  the 
people  thereof.,  under  the  recommendation  of  its  Legijlature, 
for  their  ajjent  and  ratification  -,  and  that  each  Convention 
ajjenting  toy  and  ratifying  the  fame,  Jhould  give  Notice  thereof 
to  the  United  States  in  Congrejs  ajftmbled. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  that 
as  foon  as  the  Conventions  of  Nine  States  Jh  all  have  ratified 
this  Conftitution,  the  United  States  in  Congrejs  ajfembled 
Jhould  fix  a  day  on  which  Eleftors  Jhould  be  appointed  by 
the  States  which  Jhatt  have  ratified  the  Jame,  and  a  day  on 

which 
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which  the  Electors  foould  affemlle  to  vote  for  the  Prefident, 
and  the  time  and  place  for  commencing 'proceedings  under  this 
Conftitution :  That  after  fuch  publication  the  Electors  Jhould 
be  appointed,  and  the  Senators  and  Reprefentatives  elected : 
That  the  Electors  Jhoulci  meet  on  the  day  fixed  for  the  Elec- 
tion of  the  Prefident,  and  Jhould  tranjmit  their  votes  certi- 
fied, figned,  Jealed  and  direfted,  as  the  Qonftitution  requires, 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  a/embled, 
that  the  Senators  and  Reprefentatives  Jhould  convene  at  the 
time  and  place  aj/igned;  that  the  Senators  Jhould  appoint  a 
Prefident  of  the  Senate,  for  the  Jole  purpoje  of  receiving, 
opening  and  counting  the  'votes  for  Prefident ;  and,  that 
after  he  Jhall  be  chojen,  the  Congrefs,  together  'with  the  Pre* 
fident,  Jhould,  without  delay,  proceed  to  execute  this  Confti- 
tution. 

By  the  unanimous  Order  of  the  Convention, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON,  Prefident. 
William  Jackfon,  Secretary. 


In    CONVENTION,    SEPTEMBER   17,    1787. 

S    I    R, 

"TX7 E  have  now  the  honor  to  fubmit  to  the  confide- 
ration  of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  aflem- 
bled,   that  Conftitution  which  has  appeared  to  us  the 
moft  advifable. 

The  friends  of  our  country  have  long  feen  and  de- 
fired,  that  the  power  of  making  war,  peace  and  treaties, 
that  of  levying  money  and  regulating  commerce,  and 
the  correfpondent  executive  and  judicial  authorities, 

Ihould 


444  *HE  CONSTITUTION  OF  rat 

fliould  be  fully  and  effe&ually  veiled  in  the  general  g&. 
vernment  of  the  Union :  but  the  impropriety  of  dele- 
gating fuch  extenfive  truft  to  one  body  of  men  is  evi- 
dent— Hence  refults  the  neceffity  of  a  different  organi- 
zation. 

It  is  obvioufly  impra&icable  in  the  foederal  govern- 
ment of  thefe  States,  to  fecure  all  rights  of  independent 
fovereignty  to  each,  and  yet  provide  for  the  intereft  and 
fafety  of  all.— Individuals  entering  into  fociety,  muft 
give  up  a  fhare  of  liberty  to  preferve  the  reft.  The 
magnitude  of  the  facrifice  muft  depend  as  well  on  fitna- 
tion  and circumftance,  as  on  the  object  to  be  obtained. 
It  is  at  all  times  difficult  to  draw  with  precifion  the  line 
between  thofe  rights  which  muft  be  furrendered,  and 
thofe  which  may  be  referred  ;  and  on  the  prefent  occa- 
fion  this  difficulty  was  increafed  by  a  difference  among 
the  feveral  States  as  to  their  fituation,  extent,  habits, 
and  particular  interefts. 

In  all  our  deliberations  on  this  HibjecT:,  we  kept  ftea- 
dily  in  our  view,  that  which  appears  to  us  the  greateft 
intereft  of  every  true  American,  the  confblidation  of  our 
Union,  in  which .  is  involved  our  profperity,  felicity, 
fafety,  perhaps  our  national  exiftence.  This  important 
confideration,  ferioufly  and  deeply  impreiTed  on  our 
minds,  led  each  State  in  the  Convention  to  be  lefs  rigid 
on  points  of  inferior  magnitude,  than  might  have  been 
otherwife  expected ;  and  thus  the  Conftitution,  which 
we  now  prefent,  is  the  refult  of  a  ipirit  of  amity,  an<J 
of  that  mutual  deference  and  conceffion  which  the  pe- 
culiarity of  our  political  fituation  rendered  indifpenfible. 

That  it  will  meet  the  full  and  entire  approbation  of 
every  State  is  not  perhaps  to  be  expe&edj  but  each 

wiU 
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will  doubtlefs  confider,  that  had  her  interefts  been  alone 
confultedj  the  ccnfequences  might  have  been  particu- 
larly difagreeable  or  injurious  to  others  ;  that  it  is  liable 
to  as  few  exceptions  as  could  reafonably  have  been  ex- 
pefted,  we  hope  and  believe  ;  that  it  may  promote  the 
lafting  welfare  of  that  country  fo  dear  to  us  all,  ancl 
fecure  her  freedom  and  happinefs,  is  our  moft  arden£ 


With  great  refpeft, 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

S    I    R, 
Your  Excellency's  moft  obedient, 

And  humble  fervants, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON,   Prefident, 
By  unanimous  Order  of  the  Convention, 
His  Excellency  the  Prefident  of  Congrejs, 


The  conftitudbn  has  been  ratified  by  the  conventions  of 
more  than  nine  dates. 

THE  END  OF  THE  FOURTH  AND  LAST  VOLUME. 


ERRATA*  . 

Page  17,  line  14,  read  two  three  years.      P.  72,   I.  14,    read  Straits. 

P.  107,    1,  10,    read  Phillips's.      P.  116,    1.26,    for  1 60  mo/ 33* 

P.  164,  1.  30,  mz</who  were.      P.  267,   1.  19,  read  74  gun  Ihips, 

,P.  271,  1.4,  readied.     P.  324,  1.2,  raa/manded.     £.340,1.28, 

read  of  their.    P.  347,  1.  22, 
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A. 

AC  T,  the  firft,  impofmg  cuf- 
toms  on  the  colonies  alone, 
to  be  collected  by  colonial  re- 
venue officers,  vol.  i.  p.  42. 
Jlas  pafled  by  the  Englijb  par- 
liament refpecling  the  colonies, 
pt  IOO — by  the  Britijv  parlia- 
ment, p,  102,  107,  1 08,  1 1 8, 
149.  The  aft  for  better  fecur- 
5ng  the  king's  dock  yards,  p. 
^23 — for  (hutting  up  the  port 
of  Bofton,  p.  351 — for  regulat- 
ing the  government  of  the  Maf- 
fackufetts  £ayt  p.  352 — for  the 
impartial  adminiitration  of  juf- 
tice,  and  the  fupprefilon  of  riots 
in  the  Majjachufetts >  p.  353 — 
for  making  more  effectual  pro- 
vifion  for  the  government  of 
Quebec  y  p.  357 — for  reft  rain- 
ing the  commerce  of  the  AVtw 
England  provinces,  and  for  pro- 
hibiting their  fimery,  p.  46a 
—for  confifcating  all  American 
property  found  upon  the  water, 
vol.  ii.  p.  210,  213 — for  pro- 
hibiting all  intercourfe  with 
the  Thirteen  United  Colonies,  p. 
239 — for  fecuring  perfcns  ac- 
cufed  of  high,  treafon,  or  fuf- 
pefted  of  piracy,  p.  443. 
Adion,  the  naval,  between  the  Bri- 
tifh  and  American  fleets  on  lake 
Cbamplain,  vol.  ii.  p.  383— 
between  admirals  Keppel  and 
D'Orvilliers,  vol.  iii.  p.  120 
*— Byron  and  d'Eftaing,  p.  295 


^-between  the  Serapis,  capt* 
Pearfon,  and  the  Bon  Homme 
Richard,  capt.  Paul  Jones,  p. 
297 — between  Sir  George  Rod- 
ney, and  Don  Langara,  p.  407 
. — Rodney  and  de  Guichen,  p. 
411 — Sir  Samuel  Hood  and 
count  de  GrafTe,  vol.  iv.  p. 
131 — commodore  Johnftone 
and  Mr.  de  SufFrein,  p.  149— 
admirals  Hyde  Parker  and 
Zoutman,  p.  1 52 — Graves  and 
Graffe,  p.  182 — Hughes  and 
Suffrein,  p.  266 — Rodney  and 
de  Grafle,  p.  271,  273 — lord 
Howe  and  the  combined  fleets, 
p.  331 — Hughes  and  SurTrein, 

P-  344»  345»  54-8., 

AdamS)  Mr.  'John,  Is  chofen  to 
negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
Great  Britain,  vol.  iii.  p.  321 
— -commiffioned  to  be  the  Ame- 
rican plenipotentiary  to  the 
States  General,  vol.  iv.  p.  62 
— prefents  a  memorial  to  their 
high  mightineffes,  p.  80 — pur- 
fues  fuccefsful  meafures,  and  is 
acknowledged,  p.  239 — con- 
cludes a  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  between  the  States 
General  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  p.  332 — arrives  at 
Paris,  p.  338 — writes  in  favor 
of  a  compliance  with  the  re- 
commendation to  be  made  by 
congrefs  agreeable  to  the  arti- 
cles of  peace,  p.  350. 

Afams,  Mr.  Samuel>  is  chofen  re- 
prefentativc 
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prefcntative  for  Bofton,  vol.  I. 
p.  205 — his  views  to  indepen- 
<£ency,  p.  347 — his  fpeech  in 
congrefs,  p.  4.10 — is  alarmed, 
left  his  views  mould  be  fruftrat* 
ed,  vol.  ii.  p.  171. 

fiddrtfi,  a  joint  one,  of  both  houfes 
of  parliament  agreed  to,  vol.  i. 
p.  455 — kut  protefted  againil 
by  feveral  lords,  p.  461. 

*»  •  of  the  general  afiembly  of 

the  church  of  Scotland,  vol.  ii. 
p.  452. 

&ddrejfts  approving  the  ac~h  of  go- 
vernment, and  counter-petiti- 
rms,  vol.  ii.  p.  222. 

il&dmiKt ft  ration,  a  new  one,  formed  in 
1 782,  under  the  aufpices  of  the 
marquis  of  Rockingham,  vol. 
iv.  p.  232. 

Affairs,  the,  of  the  United  States 
in  a  ruinous  condition,  vol.  iii. 
p.  223. 

&tken,  John,  alias  John  the  Fain- 
ter, vol.  ii.  p.  445. 

colonel*  furprifes  'Tvconde- 
,   vol.  ii.  p.  13—18.  taken 
by  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  and  put 
into  irons,  p.  1 60. 

Allied  troops  under  general  Wa(h- 
ington  arrive  at  the  Head 
of  Elk,  and  within  an  hour  af- 
ter, hear  of  de  Grafle's  arrival, 
vol.  iy.  p.  1 86 — join  the  troops 
under  la  Fayette,  p,  187, 

4mba/ador,  the  French,  prefents 
memorials  to  congrefs,  vol.  iii. 
p.  221,225. 

— -,  the  Spaniftu,  the  mar- 
quis d'Almodovar,  prefents  a 
manifefto  to  theBritiih  miniiter, 
vol.  iii.  p.  289. 

Americans  inf tilted  by  feveral  in 
both  houfes  of  parliament,  vol. 
i.  p.  467. 

•—— fome  hundreds   arrive 

at  Marblehead  in  cartel  fhips 
from  England,  vol.  iv.  p.  295. 

— the  number  of,  loft  by 

the  war,  vol.  iv.  p.  404. 

academy*     of   arts  and 


fciences,    incorporated   in  the 
Maflachufetts,  vol.  iii.  p.  398. 

American  army,  the  general  return 
of  it,  at  Cambridge  in  ,tl|R  Maf- 
fachufetts,  vol.  ii.  p.  27.  —  > 
They  take  pofleflion  of  Plow- 
ed-hill,  p.  127  —  are  vifi  ted  from 
neighbouring  and  diftant  colo- 
nies, p.  141  —  many  ficken  and 
die,  and  others  fuffer  much,  p. 
142.  —  They  take  pofleflion  of 
Cvbble-hill,  p.  143  -  break 
ground  at  Lechmtre's  point,  p. 
146.  —  They  are  changed  by  a 
new  inliftment,  p.  172.—  A 
fcheme  for  deftroying  the  army 
when  at  New  York,  p«  276.-— 
They  are  defeated  onLovg-lJland, 
p.  309  —  evacuate  the  ifland,  p. 
313  —  their  ftate  afterward,  p. 
316,  323  —  are  ftationed  at  dif- 
ferent places,  p.  325  —  evacuate 
New  York  ifland,  p.  339  —  are 
guilty  of  great  plundering^,  p. 
419—  -march  toward  the  Bran- 
aj-ivhie,  p.  494  —  are  defeated 
by  the  royal  army,  p.  511  —  - 
furprife  the  royal  troops  at  Ger- 
man-town,  p.  523  —  their  dif- 
trefs  at  Valley-forge,  vol.  iii.  p. 
62  —  engage  the  royal  troops 
near  Movmcuth  court-houfe,  p, 
141  —  their  diftrefs  for  want  of 
provifion,  p,  344  —  are  greatly 
diflatisfied,  p.  362. 

—  —  •  -  army  in  Canada,  their 
mifbehaviour,  vol.  ii.  p.  250 
—  their  diitrefs  when  general 
'Thomas  arrives  and  takes  the 
command,  p.  25.1  —  they  retreat 
from  before  Quebec,  p.  253-— 
general  Sullivan  takes  the  com- 
mand on  the  death  of  Thomas, 
p.  254  —  they  retreat  up  the  Se- 
re!, and  on  to  Cr^wu  Point,  p, 
2  59  —  remove  to  Mount  Indeperi* 
dcnce,  p.  319  —  evacuate  the 
northern  pofts,  p.  480-  —  their 
force  under  general  Schuyler, 
p.  488  —  are  commanded  by  gc- 


rieial  GateSj    and 


tile 
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royal  army  under  general  6ur- 
gdyne,  Sept.  19,  1777,  p/548 
— and  again  on  Oc"t.  73  p.  558. 
American  commerce,  the  lofs  of  it 
not  generally  felt,  vol.  ii*  p. 
220. 

r  imfreffitnty  the  flrft,  of 

the  Bible  in  Englifh,  printed 
at  Philadelphia  by  Mr.  Aitken, 
vol.  iv.  p.  314. 

Amfier&am,  the  penfionary  of,  di- 
rects the  iigning  of"  an  eventual 
treaty  between  Holland  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  vol. 
iii.  p.  426. 
Andre,  major,  the  affair  of,  vol. 

iii.  p.  481. 
Arethitfa  and  Belle  Poule  frigates 

engage,  vol.  iii.  p.  1 1 8. 
Armed  neutrality,  vol.  iii.  p.  402-. 
Army,  royal,  to  be  employed 
againft  the  Americans,  -  the 
ftrength  of  it,  vol.  ii.  p.  246. 
Arnold^ '  JBenediif£  colonel ,  marches 
toward  Soften;  vol.  ii.  p.  5 — • 
commands  a  body  of  troop's  in 
an  expedition  to  Canada,  and 
arrives  at  Point  Le<vi,  p.  1 2  ^ — 
lofes  the  opportunity  of  fur- 
prifing  Quebec,  p.  165 — joins 
general  Montgomery,  p.  i6~ — • 
takes  the  command  of  the  whole 
force  on  Montgomery's  death, 
p.  i  88 — retreats  from  Montreal* 
p.  260 — is1  appointed  by  gene- 
ral Gates  to  command  the  Ame- 
rican fleet  on  Lake  Champlain, 
p.  379 — is  defeated  by  the  Bri- 
tifh  fleet,  p.  383 — bravely  op- 
pofes  the  Britilh  troops  under 
general  Tryon,  p.  4.63 — -relieves 
Fort  Schrtjlcr  (attacked  by  St. 
Leger  and  Johnfon)  p.  532 — 
florins  the*  Gcrfcan  intrench- 
rnents,  and  is  wounded,  p.  561 
—- negotiates  for  delivering  Weft 
Print  into  the  hands  of  Sir  H, 
Clinton,  vol.  iii.  p.  480 — fails 
for  the  .Cbffapeak  and  lands  in 
"  Virginia >  vol.  iv,  p.  CQ-*~returns; 
*Voic  IV. 


to    New    York,    p.    ii£ — goes 
againll  New  London,  p.  178. 
Articles  of  peace,  the  provifional, 

vol.  iv.  p.  360. 

A/gill,  captain,  defignated  for  re- 
taliation and  fent  forward,  vol. 
iv.  p.  285 — allowed  his  parole 
ana  orher  indulgences,  p.  289 
— receives  the  refolve  of  con- 
grefs  for  letting  him  at  liberty, 
andapaflport  forgoing  into  New 
Tork,  together  with  a  polite  let- 
-  ter  from  general  Waihington, 

p.  290. 
Ajbe,  genefal,  defeated  by  lieut. 

col.  Pre-^fl,  vol:  iii.  p.  233. 
AjTticiations  againll  the  confurnp- 
tion  of  Briii/h  manufaftures 9 
vol.  i.  p^  156.  .An  -fi/bciatiort 
betu-een  the  NO--W  York  and  Con- 
neSHcnt  fons  of  liberty,  p.  19^ 
— agreed  taby  the  fons  of  li- 
berty in  the  M^fjachuj'etts  and 
i  n  Ne*W  Iftampflin  -e ,  p..  1 9  8 .  The 
Virginians  and  North  Carolini- 
ans enter  into  ajjbciations  againit 
importing,  p.  296. 
'Attempt's  to  low  difcord  between 
•  the  civil  and  military  powers 
of  the  United  States,  vol.  iv. 

P-354-  ' 

Averf.on  of  the  lower  clafs  of  peo- 
ple in  England  and  Ireland  to 
the  American  war,  vol.'  ii.  p. 

B. 

Ealfour,  colonel,  fends  a  force  to. 
take  Wilmington  in  North  Ca- 
rolina, vol.  iv.  p.  47 — fends  a 
written  anjwer  to  gen.  Grebe's 
demand  of  the  reafons  for  the 
execution  of  colonel  Hayne, 
p.  165. 

Balloons,  the  air,  vol*  iv.  p.  391. 

•Baltimore,  tlje  inhabitants  of,  feize 
the  provincial  magazine,  vol. 
ii.  p.  7. 

Bandole,  Mr.  de,  chaplain  to  the 
French  cmbaiTy,  delivers  a  dif- 
courfe  bafore  congrefs,  on  ac-,' 
-          ^        caunt 
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count  of  the  capture  of  the  army 
under  lord  Cornvvallis,  vol.  iv, 
p.  203. 

Sank  of  North  America  incor- 
porated, vol.  iv.  p.  209 — opens 
and  is  of  eminent  fervice  to  the 
financier,  p.  251. 

Ban-as,  Mr.  de,  the  French  admi- 
ral, fails  from  Rhode  Ijland,  vol. 
iv.  p.  181 — arrives  in  the  Che- 
fapeak,  p.  184. 

Barre,  colonel,  his  fpeech  in  the 
debate  on  the  itamp-acl,  vol.  i. 
p.  j  60 — gives  rite  to  the  title 
of  Satis  of  Liberty,  p.  167 — his 
declaration  on  the  refolutions 
and  addrefs  of  both  houfes  of 
parliament  concerning  the  Maf- 
J'achitfetts  afiembly  and  town  of 

Bofon,    p.   254 his  fpeech 

againft  the  bill  for  the  adminif- 
tration  of  juftice  in  the  Majfe- 
chufetts,  p.  354. 

Harrington,  admiral,  his  fuccefsful 
cruife  in  the  bay  of  Bijcay,  vol. 
iv.  p.  267. 

Barton,  lieut.  colonel,  furprifes 
and  carries  off  general  Prefcot 
from  tUwde  ljlandt  vol.  ii.  p. 
491. 

"Battle  of  Breed's  hill,  erroneoufly 
called  Bunkers  hill,  vol.  ii.  p. 
•59 — on  Long  Ijland,  p.  309 — 
at  White  Plants,  p.  340 — at 
"frenton^.^.  396 — at  Princeton, 
D.  400 — at  the  BrandywnUi  p. 
508 — at  German- to***™,  p.  522 
" — between  general Herkime.r and 
Sir  J<jhn  Johnjon,  p.  $29 — at 
BenningtoK,  p.  540 — between 
the  armies  under  generals  Gates 
and  Bnrgojne,  p.  548,  558 — at 
Mwrswtb,  vol.  iii.  p.  141 — at 
Stono  ferry,  p.  258 — between 
lord  OortfavUiff  and  Gates,  p. 
439 — at  King's  Mountain,  be- 
tween major  Fergufat  and  the 
Americans,  p.  462 — between 
general  Morgan  and  lieut.  col. 
'Tarlfton,  vol.  iv.  p.  34— at 
court-houfe,  between 


lord  Cornwallis  and  general 
Greene,  p.  54 — between  lord 
Raew4on  and  Greene,  p.  82 — -at 
Eutaw,  between  Greece  and 
Ikut.  col.  Stewart,  p.  168. 

Baylor,  lieut.  col.  his  horfe  fur- 
prifed,  vol.  iii.  p.  194. 

Bedford,  Britilh  expedition  againft, 
in  the  Maflacnufetts,  vol.  iii. 
p.  169. 

Berckel,  Mr.  Van,  penfionary  of 
Amfterdam,  directs  the  figning 
of  an  eventual  treaty  between 
Holland  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  vol.  iii.  p.  426. 
Mr.  Peter  Van  Berckel,  th« 
Dutch  ambaffador,  has  a  public 
audience  of  congrefs,  vol.  iv. 

P-  379- 

Bermuda,  powder  taken  out  of  the 
magazine  at,  vol.  ii.  p.  134. 

Bernard,  governor,  h^s  adminif- 
tration  in  the  Dv^Jlachufetts, 
vol.  i.  p.  139 — offends  Mr. 
Otis,  p.  140 — is  recalled1,  p. 
272. 

Bills  for  regulating  the  Maflachu- 
fetts government,  and  the  im- 
partial adminiftration  of  juftice, 
excite  the  utmoft  refentment  in 
the  colonies,  vol.  i.  p.  377. 

Bofton  port-bill  produces  univerfai 
indignation  in  America,  vol.  i. 
p.  361 — the  day  for  ihutting 
up  the  port  obferved  as  a  day 
of  fafting  at  Williamftnirgh,  at 
Philadelphia,  and  other  places, 
p.  364.  The  diftrefs  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Bofton,  vol.  ii, 
p.  143 — many  of  their  houfes 
and  itores  plundered  by  the  fol- 
*iicrs  and  Jailors,  p.  197.  Th« 
town  evacuated,  p.  198.  The 
fnffe rings  of  the  Boftonians  dur- 
ing the  liege,  p.  204. 

BouiJtf,  the  marquis  de,  takes 
"Dominica,  vol.  iii*  p.  237 — his 
humanity  to  the  fhipwrecked 
Britifh  failon,  vol.  iv.  p.  10. 
He  goes  againft  and  takes  To- 
bago,  p,  133 — -furprifes  St. 


I        N        D       E        X, 


ftatia*  p.  220 — takes  St.  Kitt's, 

~P-  233- 

Bounties,  e&csmve,  paid  to  recruits 
in.  the  Maflachufetts,  vol.  iv. 

P-  3r5- 
ttraddock,  general,  defeated,  vol.  i. 

.  p.  132. 

Srijiol  near  Rhode  liland  fired 
upon  by  the  Britifh  {hipping, 
vol.  ii.  p.  123. 

Briti/b  troops  under  general  Knyp- 
haufen  make  an  excurfion  from 
Staten  Ifland  to  Elizabeth-town, 
vol.  iii.  p.  368— fire  Spring- 
field, p.  373 — return  to  Staten 
liland,  p.  374. 

Brvwnifts,  the  rife  of  them,  vol.  i. 
p.  4 — they  are  perfecuted,  p.  6 
— flee  to  Holland,  p.  7 — fail  for 
North  America,  p.  i  o — fix  at 
New  Plymouth,  p.  n — their 
civil  principles,  p.  12 — in 
church  government  become  con- 
gregationalifts  or  independents, 
p.  14 — their  religious  fenti- 
rneats,  p.  i  j. 

Eurgoyne-,  general,  commands  the 
royal  northern  army,  vol.  ii. 
p.  476 — ilTues  out  an  uncom- 
mon proclamation^  :>.  478 — ap- 
pears before  T^'  nd^roga,  p. 
480 — purfues  •''  i  Americans 
by  water  \.<^f^enJlorQ-tght  p. 
485 — arriv^T  .  fort  Edward, 
p.  487 — f-  is  ::  detachment 
toward  Bent&xgwtt,  p.  ^58 — 
his  letters  to  general  Gates,  p. 
543.  He  pailesl  the  ttudfrn'* 
river,  and  encamps  at  Sara- 
toga, p.  547 — engages  the  Ame- 
ricans, p.  548,  c  59 — his  army 

•  in  the  utmoit  d'Ttrels,  p.  563  — 
retreats  to  Sa-aloga,  p.  $66 — 
has  his  retre?:  to  fort  Edward 
cut  off,  p.  "571 — concludes  a 
convention  with  general  Gatx, 

P-  573' 
Burial  of  general  Frazer,  vol.  ii. 

p.  56?. 
Burke,  Mr.  his  reforms,  vol.  iv, 

p.  263. 


Butler,  American  colonel,  his  e;c» 
pedition  againfl  the  Indians  and 
tories,  vol.  iii.  p.  204. 
C. 

Cal dwell,  Mrs.  killed  by  the  royal 
troops,  vol.  iii.  p.  369. 

Campbell,  Archibald  lieu  t.  colonel, 
ordered  into  clofe  confinement, 
vok  ii.  p.  410 — fent  againft 
Georgia,  beats  the  American 
general  Howe,  and  fubdues  the 
Itate,  vol.  iii.  p.  212. 

Canada,  the  emancipation  of  it 
laid  afide  by  congrefs,  vol.  iii. 
p.  209. 

Canadians,  they  decline  a<fting 
again  It  the  colonifis,  vol.  ii.  p. 
156 — are  alienated  by  the  bad 
condudof  the  American  troops, 
p.  250.  ^ 

Carleton,  Sir  Guy,  plans  a  fcheme 
for  recovering  Tjconderoga  andf 
Crown  Point)  vol.  ii.  p.  156—— 
is  defeated,  p.  162 — efcapes  to 
Quebec,  p.  164 — turns  all  the 
fufpccted  out  of  the  city,  p. 
1 67 — his  humane  treatment  of 
the  American  prifoners,  p.  249 
—marches  out  to  attack  the 
Americans,  p.  253 — exercifes 
frefh  humanity  toward  his  pri- 
foners, p.  256 — defeats  the 
American  fleet  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  p.  383 — is  prevented  ad- 
vancing immediately  to  Tycon- 
deroga,  p.  385  — withdraws  from 
Crown  Point  and  returns  to 
Canada,  p.  388 — arrives  at 
New  York  to  command  the  royal 
forces  in  America,  vol.  iv.  p. 
249 — breaks  up  the  board  of 
affociated  loyaliils,  p.  291  — 
has  an  interview  with  general 
Wajhington,  p.  367 — fends  word 
to  the  prefident  of  congrefs  that 
he  mould  iofe  no  time  in  eva- 
cuating New  York,  p.  38.1. 

Carolina  fettled,  vol.  i.  p.  69.  An 
irifurreftion  in  the  colony,  for 
which  Culpeper  is  tried  by  vir- 
tue of  the  il-atute  of  Henry  VIII. 
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Carolina  is  divided  into 
_?orth  and  South,  p.  80. 
Cartel  for  the  Britiili  and  Ameri- 
cans, fettled  by  generals  Phil- 

'  lips  and  Lincoln,  vol.  iii.  p. 
492. 

Caucus  ?,nd  'tWtttfhtg)  the  meaning 
of  thefe  words,  often  ufed  at 
Bofton,  vol.  i.  p.  365. 

Cedars,  the  Americans  there,  fur- 

*  render  the  fort,  vol.ii.  p.  254. 
Major  Sherburne  is  defeated  in 
attempting  to  relieve  the  place, 
ibid.  General  Arnold  con- 
cludes a  cartel  for  the  exchange 
of  the  prifoners,  p.  255. 

Chamblee  taken,  vol.  ii.  p.  161. 

Charleftown,  oppofite  to  Bofton, 
fired  by  order  of  general  Gage 
and  deftroyed,  vol.  ii.  p.  42. 

u — _ in   South  Carolina 

founded,  vol.  i.  p.  75 — the  firft 
Englim  collector  eftablifhed 
there,  p.  77 — the  general  com- 
mittee of  the  place  call  a  pro- 
vincial congrefs,  p.  42  f.  The 
inhabitants  determine  upon  re- 
filling the  meafures  of  miniftry, 
vol.  ii.  p.  9.  The  town  the 
objed  of  Sif  Peter  Parkers  and 
general  Clintons  offenfive  ope- 
rations, p.  279-^^6  fort  on 
Sullivan's  Ifland  attacked,  p. 
282.  Cbarleftwun  taken  by  Sir 
//.  Clinton,  vol*  iii.  p.  358 — 
evacuated  by  the  Brftifi*  vol.  iv. 


p.  305 


P-  3H- 
'Chat, 


- —  frigate  taken,  vol.  iv. 


itham,  lord,  his  fpeech,  Jan. 
1775,  vol.  i.  p.  439— Mav, 

1777,  vol.  ii.  p.  4.51 his 

fainting  in  the  houfe  of  lords, 
and  fubfequent  death,  vol.  iii. 
p.  in. 

'Cherry  Valley  attacked  by  the  In- 
dians and  tories,  vol.  iii.  p. 

.      207. 

Chiller,  the  county  palatine  and 
city  of,  have  reprefentatives  al- 
lowed them,  vol.i.  p.  51; 
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Ghwaux  de  Frife  of  Philadelphia, 
vol.  ii.  p.  93. 

Church,  doctor,  his  correfpon- 
dence  with  a  BritifrT  officer  in 
Bofton  detected,  vol.  ii.  p.  1 34. 

Cincinnati,  the  fociety  of,  vol.  iv. 

P-  393- 

Clair,  St.  general,  his  force  at 
Tyconderoga,  vol.  ii.  p.  479. 
He  concludes  on  evacuating 
that  and  Mount  Independence, 
p.  481 — the  rear  of  his  troops 
attacked  by  general  Frazer,  p. 
483.  He  joins  general  Schi/y- 
ler,  p.  486. 

Clarke,  colonel,  his  expedition 
into  the  Indian  country,  vol.  iii. 
p.  IQI — againft  the  lieut.  gov. 
of  Detroit,  col.  Hamilton,  p. 
262. 

Clark,  colonel,  marches  toAugufla, 
and  attacks  lieut.  col.  Brown, 
but  is  obliged  to  retreat,  vol. 
iii.  p.  460. 

Clergy  of  New  England,  vol.  i. 
p.  41 8.  ^ 

Clinton,  Sir  H.  his  expedition 
againft  forts  Montgomery  and 
Clinton,  vol.  ii.  p.  £53.  He 
arrives  at  Philadelphia  to  take 
the  command  of  the  Eritijb 
troops,  vol.  iii.  p.  89 — evacu- 

•  ates  Philadelphia.,   p.  131 — en- 
gages the  Americans  near  Mot- 
mouth  court-houfe,  p.  141 — his 
defign  againft  Georgia,  p.  211 
— takes  Stoney-point,  p.  261  — 
his  expedition  to  South  Caro-, 
lina,  p.  346 — takes  Ckadejfawn, 
p.  358- — ilTues  out  proclamati- 
ons .before  his  return  to  New 
York,  p.  383 — prepares  to   at- 
tack the  French  at  Rhode  JJlond, 
p.    580 — fends    general    Leflie 
With    3000   troops  to  Virginia, 

•  p.  491 — fends   agents  to  treat 
with  the  Pennfyl-uania  revolters, 
vol.  iv.  p.  -2C — fends  Arnold  to 
Virginia,  p.  59 — -forwards  thi- 
ther 2000  more  troops  under 
general  Philips,  p.  62. 

Clinton, 
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Clinton,  ihe  American  governor, 
by  a  fpirited  exertion,  prevents 
the  difbandment  of  Wafhing- 
ton's  army  through  the  want  of 
bread,  vol.  iii.  p.  495. 

Coin,  French,  found  early  in  the 
Maffachufetts,  vol.  i.  p.  25. 

Collier,  Sir  George,  takes  the 
American  frigate,,  Hancock, 
vol.  iii.  p.  52— deilroys  the 
American  fleet  at  Penobfcot, 
p.  307. 

Colonies,  the  fentiments  of  the 
New  England  with  refpeft  to 
the  parliamentary  acls  of  Old 
England,  vol.  i.  p.  40.  The 
colonies  not  fettled  at  the  cx- 
pcnce  of  the  Englifh  govern- 
ment, Georgia  excepted,  p. 
95-.  Jealoufies  of  their  aiming 
at  independence,  p.  1 06.  Mo- 
nies granted  them  by  the  Britim. 
parliament  to  affift  their  extra- 
ordinary exertions  in  the- war 
with  France,  p.  137.  They 
early  deny  the  parliamentary 
right  of  taxation,  p.  156. 

fym'mij/ipners,  the  American  board 
of,  eftablimed,  vol.  i.  p.  216 
— they  retire  to  Caftle  William, 

P-  233- 
— , ,  the  Britim,  fend  a 

letter,  &c.  to  congrefs,  vol.  iii. 
p.  129 — their  negotiations,  p. 
170.  They  appeal  to  the  peo- 
ple at  large,  p.  173 — publiih  a 
valedictory  manifeito,  p.  174. 

Committees  ofcorrcfpondence  between 
Bofton  and  the  other  towns  of 
the  Maflachufetts,  propofed  by 
Mr.  James  Warren ,  and  efta- 
blifhed,  vol.  i.  p.  312. 

Committee,  the,  appointed  by  con- 
grefs to  inquire  into  the  con- 
dud  of  the  Britijh  and  HeJ/ian 
generals  and  officers  toward  the 
Americans,  make  their  report, 
vol.  ii.  p.  457. 

Common-Scrje,  Mr.  Paittf's  pam- 
phlet fo  entitled,  promotes  the 


fpirit  of  independency,  vol.  ii* 

p.  275. 
Complaints  againft  the  American 

officers  and  foldiers,  vol.  ii.  p. 

316,  325-,  332.   That  there  are 

many  bad  officers  among  thorn, 

no  caufe  of  furprife,  p.  334. 
Conanicut,  houfes  and  barns  burnt 

on  the  ifland,  vol.  ii.  p.  124. 
Conciliatory  motion  of  lord  North 

in  regard  to  America,  vol.  i. 

p.  463 — his  Conciliatory  propo- 

iitions,  vol.  iii.  p.  104. 
Conference  between  the  minifter  of 

France  and  congrefs,  vol..  iii. 

P-  273» 

Confederation,  the  articles  of,  vol. 
iii.  p.  24.  The  confederation. 
completed,  vol.  iv.  p.  66. 

Congregationalifts,  or  independents, 
fettle  at  NPW  Plymouth  in  jQtme* 
rica,  vol.  i.  p.  ii — their  civil 
and  religious  principles,  p.  i  z 
—14. 

Congregational church  in  the  Jylaf- 
fachufetts,  the  firft  formed  .at 
Salem,  vol.  i.  p.  21. 

Congrefs,  American,  the  firft,  vol. 
i.  p.  103.  The  congrefs  at  Al- 
bany in  1754,  form  a  pla^for 
the  U?iion  of  till  the  colonies,  p. 
124 — the  plan  not  approved  of 
by  the  Briti/b  miniltry,  .and 
another  fubftituted  by  them,  p. 
12 £ — Dr.  -Franklins  remarks 
upon  the  minifterial  plan,  p. 
126.  The  cougrefs  of  176^ 
meet,  p.  173.  Meafu res  taken 
for  a  new  congrefs  by  the  Maf- 
fachufetts,  p.  366 — by  Mary- 
land, p.  367 — by  South  Caro- 
lina, p.  368 — by  Connecticut, 
p.  369 — by  Pennfylvania  and 
Virginia,  p.  371 — -by  Rhode 
Ijland,  p.  372.  The  congrefs 
meet  and  write  to  general  Gage, 
p.  395 — make  a  declaration  of 
rights,  p.  396 — -enter  into  an 
ailbciation,  p.  399— adc\refs 
the  people  of  Great  Britain,  p. 
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400- draw  up  a  memorial  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Eriiijh  Ame- 
rica, p.  403 — addrefs  his  ma- 
jcftj,  p.  404 — addrefs  the  in- 
habitants of  Canada,  p.  407 — 
diflblve  themfclves,  p.  409. 

Congrefs,  a  nev/  one,  meet,  vol.  ii. 
p.  14 — wifn  to  keep  the  door 
open  for  an  accommodation,  pi 
36" — their  proceedings,  p.  31 
—agree  upon  2.  feccud  petition  to 
the  king,  p.  32—  flile  the  colo- 
nies The  Twelve  United  Colonies, 
and  advife  the  Maffkdnijefti  to 
take  up  government,  p.  33. 
They  refolve  to  emit  bills  of 
credit  for  the  defence  of  Ame- 
rica, p.  6c — agree  on  a  decla- 
ration, fetting  forth  the  caufes 

'  of  their  taking  up  arms,  p.  69 
•— fign  the  petition  to  the  king, 
and  addreis  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain,  p.  71 — arc  join- 
ed by  Georgia,  p.  73 — addrefs 
the  people  of  Ireland,  p.  77  — 
exprefs  their  opinion  on  lord 
North's  conciliatory  plan,  p.  78 
• — adjourn,  p.  79.  The  refo- 
lution  of  congrefs  with  a  view- 
to  the  fecuring  of  governor 
^Trjon,  p.  119 — recommend  to 
New  Hatnpjhire  the  eflabli  thing 
of  a  form  of  government,  p. 
j  £O — the  fame  to  South  Caro- 
l:ha,  p.  i>i — likewife  to  Vir- 
ginia, p.  152.  '\  h'ey  conclude 
upon  the  number  of  men  to 
form  the  new  army,  p.  153— 
declare  againit  any  particular 
colony's  petitioning  the  king, 
p.  j^ — threaten  retaliation, 
and  determine  upon  building 
13  frigates,  p.  155 — permit 
the  inhabitants  of  the  united 
colonies  to  fit  out  armed  veflels, 
and  refolve  that  no  flaves  'he 
imported  into  any  of  the  colo- 
nies., p.  213 — order  the  fecret 
committee  to  endeavour  to  dif- 
Cover  whether  the  Fren$  mean 
$0,  aft  for  or  againrt  America,  p. 
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272.  They  conclude  upon  a 
declaration  of  independence,  p. 
289 — adopt  a  new  code  for  the 
government  of  the  army,  p.  332 
— appoint  cornmifiioners  to  the 
court  of  France,  p.  372 — reuife 
to  ratify  general  Arnold**  cartel 
with  capt.  1'orjter,  p.  375-— 
adjourn  to  Baltimore,  p.  378. 
They  veil  general  Wafbington 
with  full  powers  for  fix  months, 
p.  405 — refolve  on  lending 
comrmffiontrs  to  Vienna,  Spain, 
Prvjpa  and  Tiifcany,  p.  406-— 
advife  making  their  bills  of 
credit  a  legal  tender,  p.  412 — 
approve  Wajhmgtons  conduct 
as  to  a  cartel,  p.  495 — refolve 
what  fnall  be  the  fag  of  The 
Thirteen  United  States,  p.  496. 
The  opinion  of  congrefs  con- 
cerning Mr.  Deane's  agreement 
with  Mr.  Coudray  and  other 
French  gentlemen,  p.  498. 
They  .conier  on  the  marquis  de 
la  Fajetre  the  rank  and  com- 
rniilion  of  major-general  in  the 
American  army,  p.  499 — make 
regulations,  which  oblige  the 
commiffary  general,  Mr.  Jo- 
Jeph  Trumbull,  to  refign  his 
commiiiion,  p.  5-02.  Ads  of 
congrefs,  vol.  iii.  p.  21,  35. 
They  recall  Mr.  Silas  Deane 
from  Paria,  p.  38 — appoint 
general  Con^way  inipedtor  gene- 
•  ral,  p.  40 — attempt  to  procure 
a  fupply  of  clothing,  p.  41  — 
refolve  to  detain  the  contention 
'r.v'Ar,  p.  49— receive  blank 
papers  from  Paris,  p.  60 — their 
nets,  p.  75 — their  order  and 
declaration  in  regard  to  the 
bills  from  Great  Britain,  re- 
lating to  the  intention  of  par- 
liament on  the  fubjeft  of  taxa- 
tion, and  for  the  appointing  of 
commiifioners,  p.  77.  They 
receive  the  account  of  a  treaty 
of  commerce  and  of  a  treaty 
of  alliance  between  Franc*  and 
the 
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the   United  States,  p.  80 — ad- 
drefs  the  inhabitants  of  America 
on  the  occafion,  p.  82 — reiblve 
to   have   no   intercourfe   with 
governor   Johnftone,  p.    172 — 
meet  at  Philadelphia,  p.  177  — 
give  the  French  ambaiTador  a 
public  audience,  p.  178 — eleft 
Dr.  Franklin  miniiter  plenipo- 
tentiary to  the  court  of  France, 
and  give   him  inftruftions,  p. 
1 79 — their  obfervations  on  the 
finances  of  America,  p.  i  So—- 
their resolutions  occaiioned  by 
Mr.    Paynes   publications,    p. 
221 — various    refolutions,    p. 
272.     They  admit  the  minifter 
of  France  to  a  conference,  p. 
273 — their  refolution  upon  the 
burning  of  Fairfdd,  Nor-ivalk 
and  Bedford,  p.  283 — their  in- 
ftruftions  relative  to  peace,  and 
to    Dr.    Franklin,    p.   315 — to 
their  miniiter  for  negotiating 
with  Spain,  p.  3 1 9 — additional 
inftructions   to   him,   p.    321. 
They  addrefs  their  conitituents 
upon  their  finances,  p.  322— 
have  reported  to  them  the  com- 
munications ot  the  French  mi- 
nifter, p.  335 — their  anfwer  to 
the  fame,  p.  339.     The  Fre?ich 
minifter's  communications  at  a 
fecond  conference,  p,  342.  The 
refolves  of  congrefs  for  deftroy- 
ing  the  old  paper  emijjion  and 
introducing  a  new  one,  p.  394. 
They  publith,  that  the  1 1  th  and 
1 2th  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
commerce    with   France   were 
expunged,  p.  476.   They  agree 
that  their  officers  {hall  be  en- 
titled to  half-paj  during  life, 
p.  478 — honor  and  reward  the 
three  Neiv  York  militiamen,  who 
took    major  Andre,    p.   493 — 
determine  upon  having  a  per- 
manent army,  p.  494 — recom- 
mend to  the  feveral  ftates  the 
verting  of  a  power  in  congrefs 
to  levy  a  duty  of  five  per  cent. 


vol.  iv.  p.  63 — choofe  Robert 
Morris,  efq;  financier,  p.  64— 
authorize  the  opening  of  a  fuh- 
fcription  for  a  loan  for  the  fup- 
port  of   the   citizens  of  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  p.  136 — 
their  refolves  upon  the  news  of 
the  reduction  of  the  Britijb  ar- 
my under  Cornitjallis ,  p.  200—— 
attend  at  the  Roman  Catholic 
chapel,  p.  203.     They  appoint 
commiffioners   for   negotiating 
peace,  and  give  them  inflruc- 
tions,  p.  2.46 — determine  the 
difpute    between   Pennfylvania. 
xaaCetneffifMt  refpecling  lands, 
p.  353.     Their  ads  in  favor  of 
the  American  officers,  p.  358. 
They  receive  advice  of  a  gene- 
ral peace,  p.   359— order  the 
troops  to  befurloughed,  p.  36$ 
— refoive  to  ereft  an  equeilrian 
ftatue  of  general  Wajhington,  p. 
374 — to  prefent  two  pieces  of 
ordnance  to  general  Greene,  and 
iifue  a  proclamation,  applaud- 
ing the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  and  directing  their  dif- 
cHarge,  p.  378 — accept  general 
J^7/£/w£/o«'srefignation,  p.  387. 

Conneflicut  fettled,  vol.  i.  p.  32. 
The  colony  alarmed  by  publi- 
cations againft  the  ftamp-ad, 
p,  1 63— fends  a  committee  to 
general  Gage,  vol.  ii.  p.  18, 
The  Connecticut  troops  leave  the 
army,  p.  145. 

Connelly,  John,  and  his  affqciates, 
difcovered  and  captured,  vol. 
ii.  p.  114. 

Confcie?ice,  full  liberty  of,  firft 
eftablimed  in  Rhode  Ijland  and 
Providence  Plantations,  vol.  i. 

P-37- 
Confignees.     See  Tea. 

Conftitution,  the,   of  the  United 

States  of  America,  vol.  iv.  p. 

422. 
Conjlitutiom  of  the  feveral  Ameri- 

rican  ftates,   fome  account  of 

them,  vol.  iv.  p.  408. 
G  g  4 
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of  committees  from  the 
MtiJ/uchaJelts  towns  invited  .by 
the  inhabitants  of  Boflon  to  meet 
at.Faneuil  Hall,  vol.  i.  p.  243'. 
They  meet,  but  break  up  in 
feven  days,  p.  244. 

,  the,  between  generals 


Gates,  and  Burgoywe>  vol.  ii.  p. 
574.  The  convention  troops 
at.  Cambridge,  vol.  iii.  p.  44. 
Gafes's  letter  relative  to  their 
not  having  violated  the  coriveri- 
tion,  p.  46,  They  are  not  ad- 
mitted to  embark  for  Europe, 
p,  49-  —  are  fent  off  to  'Virginifl, 

p.  22|. 

'Gffltwitljwni  in  London  and  Weft- 
xniniter,  fubfequent  to  the  'mca- 
fures  recommended  by  lord 
George  Gordon  to  the  Pro- 
teftant  affociation,  vol.  iii.  p, 

417- 

Cottwcy,  general,  denies  ;he  right 
of  parliament  to  tax  the  colo- 
nies, vol.,  i.  p.,  162  —  moves  for 
the  repeal  of  the  11  amp  -aft,  p. 
202  —  .condemns  the  American 
war  in  the  moft  deciiive  terms, 
vol.  ii.  p0  225  —  his  notion 
againft  continuing  the  Ameri- 
can war  carried,  vol.iv.  p.  230. 

Coote±  Sir  Eyre,  dies.,  vol.  iv.  p. 

Cortrwallif,  lord,  purfues  general 
Wajbbigton  through  the  Jcrfgys, 
vol.  ii.»  p.  354  —  :  —  haitens  to 
Trenton  for  the  defence  of  the 
Jfrfeys^.  399  —  back  to  Brunf- 
•wick,  having  been  out-gene  - 
ralleci  by  Wojhingtw,  p.  403  — 
furprifes  general  Lineal*  t  p. 
4551.  His  lord  (hip  is  left  in 
command  at  Gharteft&wtt,  vol. 
iii.  p.  385  —  marches  agaiuit 
general  Gates  and  defeats  him, 
p.  ^~6__his  orders  relative  to 
the  treatment  of  Scittb  Carolina, 
p.  451  —  ftLvls  out  of  'the  ftate 
a  number  of  the  prisoners  on 
parole  in  Charljionun  3  p.  452 
•-u-his  letter  to  general  Snyyl- 
sj,  p.  467—  his  letter  to  ge- 


neral  Greene  t  vol.  iv.    p.  28— 

is  joined  by  general  Lejlie,  p. 

32  —  fends    Tarleton    to    drive 

general  Morgan  from  his  ftation, 

p.    33  —  purfues    Morgan  after 

Tarlstotis  defeat,  p.  3-7  —  -croifes 

the  Catanuba,  and  chafes  Greene  , 

who  has  taken  upon  him  the 

command,  p.  39  —  crofles   the 

Tadkin,  renews   and  continues 

the  chafe  to  the  banks  of  the 

Dan,  p.  41—  r-ereds   the   royal 

itandard  at  Hilljborough  ,  p.  47 

—retires  fiQmHill/bortwgbi  p.  49 

—  attempts  to  furprife  the  Ame- 

rican light  infantry,   p.  50  — 

attacks  and  defeats  Greene  near 

Gnilford  court-houfe,     p.    54. 

His   lord  {hip   retreats   toward 

Croj's  Creek  and  is  purfued  by 

Greene,  p.  ^7—  marches  to  Wil- 

mington,   and   from   thence   to 

V  irginia  4  p.  110  —  forms  a  junc- 

tion with  the  Eritijh  troops  un- 

der Arnold  \  and  experts  to  crufli 

the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  but 

is  deceived,  p.  in  —  fends  co- 

lonels  Tarleton   and   Sitncoe  to 

fcour  the  interior  country,  p. 

j  1  4—  haftens  to  Williamjbuvgh, 

p,  i  r6  —  evacuates  the  city,  p. 

1  1  7  —  erodes    "James  river  and 

retires   to  Po  rtfm  outh,   p.   118. 

Plis  lordfhip  takes  poll.  at  Y$rk 

Town,  p.  185  —  is  befieged,  p. 

191—  —  -determines    upon    at- 

tempting an  efcape,  p..  194  —  > 

furrenders  to  the  allied  troops 

under  gen,  Wa/h:ngtont  p.  196, 

Grqwfordt  colonel,  and  his  party, 
deicated  by  the  Imt&aiU,  and 
cruelly  treated,  vol.  iv.  p.  312. 

Crea,  MiiGi  MJ,  murdered"  by  the 
Indians,  vol.  ii.  p.  543—  the 
murdpr  -  not  to  be  charged  orj 
general  Eurgoyne,  v.  ^44. 

Crown  Point  iurpriied,  vol.  i\9 
p.  14. 

Cruelties  praftifed  on  the  Ameri- 

can priloriers,   and  the  effects 

they  prociucedj,  vol.  ii,  p.  427. 

Cruz  A 
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Cruz,  corporal,  arrives  from  Great 
Britain  with  difpatches  from 

'  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  vol.  ii.  p. 
272. 

Culpeper  tried  on  the  ad  of  Henry 
•  viii.  vol.  i.  p.  76. 
D. 

Danbury,  the  expedition  to,  under 
general  Try  on,  vol.  ii.  p.  462. 

Darknefs,  an  unufual  one  in  the 
Mafikchufetts  and  eliewhere, 
vol.  iii.  p.  367. 

Deane t  Mr.  Silas,  recalled  from 
France  by  congrefs,  vol.  iii.  p. 
38 — addrefles  the  Americans, 
p.  2 1  7 — is  addrefled  by  Common 
Setjfet  p.  218. 

Debates  in  parliament  on  lord 
North's  motion  for  a  joint  ad- 
drefs  of  both  houfes  to  the 
king,  in  February  1775,  vol.  i. 
p.  455 — on  the  addrefs  of  the 
two  houfes  in  anfwer  to  the 
king's  fpeech  in  1775,  vol.  ii. 
p.  225 — on  the  addrefs  of  the 
commons  in  anfwer  to  the 
fpeech  in  1 776,  p.  437 — on  the 
preliminary  articles  of  peace, 
vol.  iv.  p.  348. 

Delaware  colony  fettled,  vol.  i. 
p.  84.  The  irate  of  Delaware 
iettles  its  independent  conititu- 
tion,  vol.  ii.  p.  368. 

Demamra  and  Ifiequibo  fubmit  to 
the  Britilh,  vol.  iv.  p.  78 — are 
taken  by  the  French,  p.  242. 

Dickmfoii,  Mr.  John,  his  letters 
from  a  Pennsylvania  farmer, 
vol.  i.  p.  221. 

Diflurbances  between  the  French 
and  Americans  at  Churle/lo-tun, 
South  Carolina,  and  at  Bojlon, 
vol.  iii.  p.  i_97» 

Dominica  taken  by  the  marquis  de 
Bouille,  vol.  iii.  p.  237. 

Donop>  count,  defeated  at  Red 
Bank,  vol.  iii.  p.  2. 

Dorchcfter-heights ,  preparations  for 
taking  poiieffion  of  them,  vol. 
ii.  p.  190.  The  Americans 
ptccccd  to  that  fcrvice,  p,  10,2. 


Dougall,  capt.  M<  of  New 
committed  to  jail  for  writing 
papers  deemed  libels,  and  re-" 
filling  to  give  bail,  vol.  i.  p. 
301 — difcharged  after  a  long 
imprifonmem,  and  being  the 
frft  Jujfcrer  for  American  iilier- 

t}'>  P-  3°3- 

Duche,  the  reverend  Mr.  chofen 
chaplain  to  congrefs,  vol.  ii. 
p.  14 — declines  his  chaplain- 
ihip,  p.  376 — his  attempt  upon 
general  Wafoington*  patriotifm, 
p.  581. 

Dnnmore,  lord,  quits  Williamjburgh 
and  goes  on  board  the  Fo-ivey 
man  of  war,  vol.  ii.  p.  87 — 
arms  a  number  of  veffels,  and 
is  oppofed  by  the  Virginians, 
p.  no.  He  declares  martial 
law,  and  is  joined  by  blacks 
and  whites,  p.  1 1 1 — his  troops 
defeated  at  Norfolk,  p.  1 1 2— 
the  fcheme  for  railing  him  a 
confiderable  force  difcovered, 
p.  114 — quits  Virginia  and  ar- 
rives off  S  tat  en  Ijland,  p.  298. 

Dutch,  the,  are  prefented  with  a 
.Britim  memorial,  vol.  ii.  p. 
449.  Dutch  veifels  taken  by  the 
Britim  cruifers,  vol.  iii.  p.  249. 
A  memorial  prefented  to  them, 
urging  the  delivering  up  cf  the 
Scrapis,  p.  300.  The  Dutch 
fhips  under  count  Eyland  itop- 
ped  by  captain  Fielding,  p.  402. 
The  Britilh  king's  order  in 
council  refpefting  the  Dutch, 
p.  404.  They  decline  furnim- 
ing  the  fuccours  claimed  by 
Britain,  p.  405— -are  prefented 
with  a  memorial  relative  to  the 
eventual  treaty  between  America 
&  Holland^  vol.  iv.  p.  5.  General 
reprifals  granted  by  the  Britifh 
council  againft  their  mips  and 
goods,  p.  6.  The  action  be- 
tween th^  Dutch  and  Rriiijb 
fleets  on  Dogger  Bank,  p.  152. 
Dutch  fettlements  in  the  Kail 
Indies  taken,  p,  241". 
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E. 

Mfapm  burnt,  vol.  iL  p.  ^79. 
j&2/2  India>  Britifh,    intelligence, 
vol.  iv.  p.  79,  2*5,  265,  282, 

344* 
JLffingbam,  the  earl  of,  refigns  his 

regiment,    declining    to    ferve 

with   it  againft   the  American^ 

vol.  i.  p.  497. 
ILmperor  the,  of  Germany,  favors 

the  rights  of  conference,  vol. 

iv.  p.  242. 
Empref*  the,     of  Germany,    her 

death,  vol.  iv.  p.  13. 
JLqueftrian  ftatue  to  be  erecled  for 

general  Waihington,   vol.   iv. 

„  P-  374- 

Eftaing,  count  de,  arrives  with 
the  French  fleet  on  the  American 
coaft,  vol.  iii.  p.  154 — pro- 
ceeds to  Newport,  p.  157 

chafes  the  Britijb  fleet  under 
lord  Honue,  p.  159 — fails  for 
Bofton,  p.  1 63 — he  and  his  of- 
ficers are  entertained  by  the 
Maflackufetts  aflembly,  p.  198 
— publiihes  a  declaration  to  be 
fpread  among  the  Canadians,  p. 
199 — fails  for  the  Weft  Indies, 

L2oo — attempts  relieving  St. 
cie,  p.  245— rtakes  St.  Vincent, 
p.  286 — Grenada^  p.  293 — en- 
gages admiral  Byron,  p.  29^ — 
fails  for  Georgia  and  attacks  Sa- 
<vannaht  p.  325 — is  repulfed, 

P-  35°- 
Ettftatia,  St.  taken  by  Sir  George 

Rodney,    vol.   iv.     p.    74 — fur- 

prifed  by  the  marquis  de  Emiille, 

p.  220. 

Eutarw  battle,  vol.  iv.  p.  168. 
Expedition,    the    Britifh,    againft 

Egg  Harbour,  vol.  iii.  p.  193. 
JLxpence  of  fupplying  the  Britifh 

army  at  Bofton,  vol.  ii.  p.  221. 
Extra  ft s  from  the  aft  of  Virginia 

in  favor  of  religious  freedom, 

vol.  iv.  p.  419. 
«— from  fome  curious  letters^ 

vol.  iv.  p.  1 6 1. 


F 

ia 


F. 

irfield   burnt    by  the  Britifli, 
vol.  iii.  p.  266. 

deftroyed  by  the  Britifh, 
vol.  ii.  p.  137. 

Farce  of  the  Blockade  of  Bo/ion  in- 
terrupted by  the  burning  of 
fome  houfes  by  the  Americans, 
vol.  ii.  p.  1 80. 

Fajette,  the  marquis'  de  la,  is  ap- 
pointed major  general  by  con- 
grefs,  vol.  ii.  p.  499 — fome 
account  of  him,  p.  500 — is 
wounded,  p.  512 — croffes  the 
Schuylkitt  with  a  body  of  men, 
and  narrowly  cfcapes  with  them 
back  to  Valley  Forge,  vol.  iii. 
P.  90 — fails  for  France,  p.  211. 
He  returns  from  France  with 
an  account  that  he  was  foon  to 
be  followed  by  a  French  fieet 
and  corps  of  troops,  p.  364 — 
is  detached  to  Virginia  with  a 
body  of  light  infantry,  vol.  i\'. 
p.  60 — makes  a  forced  march 
of  200  miles,  and  arrives  at 
Richmond  juit  in  time  to  fecure 
it  againft  the  Briti/b,  p.  1 09 — 
femds  a  fpy  into  the  Britijb 
camp,-  who  deceives  lord  Corn- 
iva!/is,  p.  in.  The  marquis 
forms  a  junction  with  general 
Wayne,  p.  li£ — unexpectedly 
by  his  lordfnip  fixes  himfelf 
between  the  Britijb  army  and  the 
American  ftores,  p.  1 1 6 — is  join- 
ed by  the  allied  troops  from  the 
northward,  p.  187 — has  per- 
miffion  to  go  to  Y ranee,  p.  207 
—announces  by  letter  to  con- 
grefs  a  general  peace,  p.  359. 

Fergitpn,  major,  his  movements, 
and  defeat  at  King's  Mountain, 
vol.  iii.  p.  462. 

Finances  of  America,  the  obfer- 
vations  of  congrefs  on  them, 
vol.  iii.  p.  i  Bo — reports  con- 
cerning the  office  of 
vol.  iv,  p.  371. 


N 


X. 


flag  of  the  United  States,  vol.  ii. 
p.  496. 

Fleets,  the  hoftile,  engage  on  Lake 
Champlain,  vol.  ii.  p.  383 — 
under  admiral  Keppel  and 
D'Orvilliers,  vol.  iii.  p.  123 
—Byron  and  d'Eftaing,  p.  295 
— Rodney  and  Langara,  p.  407 
— Rodney  and  de  Guichen,  p. 
4!  j — Hood  and  de  Graffe,  vol. 
iv.  p.  132 — Johnftone  and  Suf- 
frein,  p.  149 — Hyde  Parker 
and  Zoutman,  p.  193 — Graves 
and  de  GralTe,  p.  1 82 — Hughes 
and  Suffrein,  p.  266 — Rodney 
and  de  Grade,  p.  271,  273 — 
Howe  and  the  combined  French 
and  Spanilh  commanders,  p. 
331 — Hughes  and  Suffrein,  p. 
344,345,348. 

• ,  the  combined,  of  France 

and  Spain,  appear  before  Ply- 
mouth, vol.  iii.  p.  291 — take 
near  fixty  Eritijk  Eajl  and  Weft 
India  (hips,  vol.  iv.  p.  3 — un- 
expectedly appear  in  the  chops 
of  the  channel,  p.  158. 

• ,  the  French  and  Spanim, 

join  in  the  Weft  Indies %  but 
make  no  attempt  againit  Ja- 
maica, vol.  iv.  p.  2. 

Fort  Wajkmgto*  taken,  vol.  ii.  p. 
348.  Fort  Lee  taken,  p.  352. 
Fort  Stawvoix,  alias  Scbxytfr, 
inverted,  p.  529 — the  fiege  of 
it  raifcd,  p.  534.  Forts  Mont- 
gomery and  Clinton  taken,  p. 

r-  •*  f» 

Franklin,  Doftor,  his  remarks  on 
the  minifterial  plan  for  the  uni- 
on of  the  colonies,  vol.  i.  p. 
126.  He  fends  over  to  the 
MaJ/acimJfft±z  number  of  ori- 
ginal letters,  p.  328 — they  oc- 
cafion  a  duel  between  Mr. 
Whately  and  Mr.  John  Ttnfte, 
p.  349. 

Frazer,  general,  attacks  and  de- 
feats colonel  Warner  at  Hub- 
vol.  ii.  p*  483—18 


mortally  wounded,  p.  560— Jus 
burial,  p.  565. 

France,  her  conduit,  vol.  iii.  p. 
92,  94,  96.  She  delivers  to 
the  American  commimcners  the 
preliminaries  of  a  treaty  be- 
tween France  and  America,  p. 
98 — iigns  the  treaties,  p.  103 
— her  ambaflador  informs  the 
Britijh  miniftry  of  the  fame, 
p.  107.  She  gives  a  public 
audience  to  the  American  com- 
miiiioners,  p,  no — her  fqua- 
dron  fails  from  Breft,  p.  112. 

French  fleet  and  troops,  ar- 
rive at  Rhode  Ijland,  vol.  iii. 

P-  379-. 

king,  fuppreffes  the  in- 
human cuftorn  of  pulling  the 
qnejlion  by  torture,  vol.  iv. 
p.  14. 

•  troops  under  count  de 

Rochambeau,  their  good  beha- 
viour, vol.  iv.  p.  128.  They 
march  from  the  fouthward  to 
Bojlon,  p.  3 1 3 — embark  on  board 
the  marquis  de  Faudreuil's  fleet, 
and  fail  for  the  Weft  Indies,  p. 

G. 

Gage,  general,  is  ordered  to  fend 
troops  to  Bofton,  vol.  i.  p.  238 
— lands  at  Bojlon,  p.  360 — is 
addretled  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Salem,  p.  374 — iflues  out  a  pro- 
clamation againit  the  folemn. 
league  and  covenant  of  the  Bof-*, 
tan  committee,  p.  376 — forti- 
fies the  entrance  at  Bojlon  Neck, 
p.  387 — feizes  the  powder  at 
Charlefawn,  p.  388 — anfwers 
the  letter  of  congreis,  p.  396 
— fends  troops  to  Salem,  p.  470 
—-prepares  for  fending  others  to 
Concord,  p.  476 — they  are  fent 
forward,  and  a  firing  commences 
at  Lexington,  p.  477.  He  en- 
ters into  an  agreement  with  the 
committee  of  the  town  of  Bof- 
tan,  p.  487 — is  waited  upon  by 
a  com- 
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a  committee  from  Connecticut, 
vol.  ii.  p.  1 8 — his  agreement 
with  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton 
not  obferved,  p.  25.  He  of- 
fers pardon  except  to  Samuel 
Adams  and  John  Hancock,  p. 
28 — detains  the  inhabitants  .  of 
Bofton,  p.  53.  Letters  between 
him  and  general  Wajbington,  p. 
125.  He  fails  for  Great  Bri- 
tain ,  p.  136. 

Galvez,  Don,  the  Spanifh  gover- 
nor viLwifiana.)  recognizes  the 
independence  of  the  American 
ftates,  and  marches  againit  the 
Britijh  fettlements  on  the  Mif- 
ftflippi,  vol.  iii.  p.  314 — takes 
Mobille,  p.  409 — takes  Penja- 
cola,  vol.  iv.  p.  129. 
Gafpee,  the  fchooner,  attacked  and 
burnt  near  Providence,  vol.  i. 
p.  311. 

Gates ,  general,  is  appointed  to 
command  the  army  in  the 
northern  department,  vol.  ii.  p. 
276 — fuperieded  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  Schujler,  p.  475 
— chofen  afrefh,  and  to  relieve 
Schkjler,  p.  £02 — his  letters  to 
general  Burgnyne,  p.  543 — en- 
gages Burgoyne,  p.  548,  5  ;9— 
reduces  him  to  the  neceility  of 
agreeing  to  a  ccnventian,  p.  572. 
His  delicacy  with  refpeft  to 
the  royal  army,  when  they  de- 
pofited  their  arms,  p.  574. 
He  writes  to  congrefs  relative 
to  Burgoync's  troops  not  hav- 
ing broken  the  convention, 
vol.  iii.  p.  46— his  letter  to  the 
earl  of  Thanet,  p.  1 06 — his  let- 
ter to  a  South  Carolina  delegate, 
refpecling  the  intended  opera- 
tions of  the  Britijb,  p.  389. 
He  is  appointed  to  command 
the  fouthern  army,  p.  39 IT 
advances  toward  Camdtn,  p. 
430 — his  general  orders  at  Cler- 
viont,  p.  434 — marches  and  un- 
expectedly meets  the  Britijb  ar- 
.pay  under  lord  Cwnwallist  p  „ 
a 


437 — engages  the  Brttft,  and 
is  defeated,  p.  439— proceeds 
to  Hill/borough,  p.  44^ —his 
broken  troops  retreat  to  Sa- 
liflury,  p.  448 — his  exertions 
in  favor  of  the  relics^of  his  un- 
fortunate army,  p.  458 — thefe 
are  reinforced,  p.  460.  He 
receives  private  information  of 
congrefs's  having  appointed  an 
ofiicer  to  fuperfede  him,  p.  469 
•r-removes  his  head  quarters  to 
Charlotte,  and  fur  renders  the 
command  of  the  army  into  ee- 

-       „,  ,          .  J  O 

neral  Greene  s  hands,  p.  472 — 
meets  with,  a  polite  return  from 
Greene,  p.  473 — is  addrefled  by 
the  Virginia  houfe  of  delegates, 
vol.  iv.  p.  26. 

Generals  Howe,  Clinton  and  Bur- 
goyne,  arrive  at  Boiton,  vol.  ii, 
p.  "23. 
George,  the  Rojal,  is  loft,  vol.  iv, 

p.  281. 

Georgia  fettled,  vol.  i.  p.  92 — ac- 
cedes to  the  general  ailociation 
of  the  twelve  colonies,  vol.  ii. 
P'  73*  75  —  attacked  by  the 
Britijb  troops,  vol.  iii.  p.  2  r  i 
— Sa<vamiah,  the  capital,  taken, 
and  the  itate  fubdued,  p.  214. 
Germaine,  lord  George,  extracts 
from  his  letters,  vol.  iv.  p.  100. 
Gibraltar  inveiled  by  the  Spani- 
ards, vol.  iii.  p.  304 — relieved 
by  Rodney,  p.  406 — by  Darby, 
vol.  iv.  p.  71.  Tremendous 
torrents  of  fire  difgorged  on  the 
fortref$  from  the  Spanijh  artil- 
lery, and  returned  by  general 
Elliot,  p.  73.  The  itupendous 
works  erected  againii:  it,  de- 
itroyed,  p.  214.  It  is  to  be  at- 
tacked in  a  more  formidable 
way  than  ever,  p.  316 — the. 
grand  attack,  p.  323 — the  'bat- 
tering Jhip's  let  on  rire  by  red- 
hot  balls  from  the  fortrefs,  p. 
325 — the  .general  confuiion  a- 
mong  thefe  fhips  inci^afed  by 
capt.  Curtii's  gur. -boats.  Ibid* 
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•—the  captain  with  his  marine 
brigade  hazard  themfelves  to 
refcue  the  diftreiled  enemy  from 
furrounding  deftruftion,  p.  326. 
The  place  relieved  by  lord 
Howe,  p.  330. 

Gordon,  lord  George,  advifes  the 
proteftant  aflbciation  to  thofe 
raeafures,  which  prove  intro- 
ductory to  the  mod  extraordi- 
nary rifings  in  London  and  Weft' 
mif/Jier,  vol.  iii.  p.  417.  He 
is  taken  up  and  committed  to 
the  Tower,  p.  423 — tried  and 

•    acquitted,  vol.  iv.  p.  70. 

Graf  ton  3  the  duke  of,  fuddenly 
quits  adminiftration,  vol.  ii.  p. 
226. 

Graffe,  count  de,  engages  Sir  So* 
muel  Hood,  vol.  iv.  p.  132 — 
arrives  in  the  Chefapeak,  and 
afterward  engages  Graves,  p. 
i  82 — fails  for  the  Weft-Indies, 
p.  199 — attacks  Hood,  p.  235; 
' — engages  Rodney,  p.  271 — en- 
gages him  afreih,  is  defeated 
and  taken,  p.  273 — lands  at 
Porfff/iouth,  p.  280. 

Graves,  admiral,  engages  de Grnflet 
vol.  iv.  p.  182. 

Greene,  general,  addrefles  general 
Wajbington,  vol.  ii.  p.  65 
takes  the  command 
tru  army,  vol.  iii.  p.  473.  He 
difapproves  of  the  cenfure"  pafl- 
ed  upon  Gates  by  congrefs,  p. 
475  — tne  embarraflments  at- 
tending his  command,  vol.  iv. 
p.  27 — his  anfwer  to  lord  Corn- 
wuallis's  letter,  p.  28 — feparates 
his  force  through  neceflity,  p. 
30 — fends  Let's  partizan  corps 
to  furprife  George -town,  p.  32 
— leaves  his'own  camp,  haltens 
to  and  joins  general  Morgan, 
and  direds  the  route  of  his  re- 
treating troops,  p.  38 — forms 
a  junction  with  the  other  divi- 
fion  of  the  army,  p.  41 — forms 
a  light  army,  and  marches  with 
the  main  army  for  the  Dan,  p» 
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43 — crcffes  it,  p.  45.  He  re- 
crofles  the  Dan,  p. 47 — marches 
to  Guilford  court-houfe,  and 
prepares  for  action,  p.  53 — is  at. 

-  tacked  by  Corniuallis  and  forced 

-  to  retreat,  p.  54 — purfues  his 
lordfhip  to  Deep  river,  p.  58— 
marches  to  South  Carolina,  p. 
80 — is  attacked  b\r  lord  Ra<w- 
don  near  Cam  den  and  obliged  to 
retreat,  p.  83 — writes  freely  to 
governor  Reed  on  the  real  ftate 
of  things,  p.  87 — proceeds  to 
Niuefy  Six,  and  befieges  the  gar- 
rifon  under  col.  Cruger,  p.  92 
— raifes  the  fiege  and  is  pur- 
fued  by  Ranjudon ;  foon  after 
purfues  his  lordfhip  and  offers 

~  him  battle,  p.  96.  He  retires 
to  the  High  Hills  of  Santee,  and 
from  thence  tranfmits  his  opi- 
nion on  Gates' s  defeat,  p.  98 
—-his  account  of  the  miferies 
attending  the  war  in  South  Ca- 
rolina, p.  99 — his  anfwer  to 
Balfour  refpeding  the  execution 
of  Havne,  p.  1 65 — engages  lieut. 
col.  Sterwart  at  the  Ettta<w 
fprings,  p.  1 68 — happily  fup- 
prefles  the  fpirit  of  mutiny  a- 

mong  his  troops,  p.  172 • 

writes  to  general  Goidd,  p.  1.74 
— his  accounts  of  the  diftrefles 
of  his  army,  p.  253.  A  few 
ftriclurei  concerning  him,  p. 
406. 

Grenada  taken,  vol.  iii.  p»  293. 

Grenadier,  a  Britifh,  furprifed  and 
made  prifoner  by  an  American 
boy,  vol.  ii.  p.  345.  . 

Grey,  general,  furprifes  general 
Wayne  in  the  night,  vol.  ii.  p. 

51?- 

Gri/hoold  fort,  on  Grotbn-hiil, 
taken  by  the  Britifh,  vol.  iv. 
p.,78.  H/ 

Hancock,  Mr.  John,  is  elected  one 
of    the  Bojlon    reprefentatives, 
vol.  i.    p.  208 — his  (loop  Li- 
berty feizedj    p.  231— a  .mob 
collects 
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collets  on  the  occafion  and  be- 
comes riotous,  p.  232 — the  re- 
port of"  the  committee  of  the 
MaJJachufetts  houfe  and  council 
refpecting  the  riot,  p.  235 — 
a  lu.it  commenced  againft  Mr. 
Hancock  in  the  court  of  Admi- 
ralty, but  dropped,  p.  240. 
Mr.  Hancock  is  chofen  prefident 
of  congrefs,  vol.  ii.  p.  31  — 
takes  his  leave  of  congrefs,  vol. 
iii.  p.  1 8 — is  elefted  governor 
of  the  Maffachn/etU  ftate,  upon 
their  new  conititution,  p.  498. 

Hayne  Ifaac,  colonel,  executed  by 
the  joint  order  of  lord  Rawdon 
and  colonel  Balfour,  the  cafe 
of,  vol.  iv.  p.  1 02,  107. 

Hcrkimer,  general,  defeated  by  Sir 
John  Joh?:jbn,  vol.  ii.  p.  529. 

ffsjpans  defeated  at  '•Trcntsn,  vol. 
ii.  p.  396. 

Highlanders,  and  regulators  of 
North  Carolina,  imbody,  but 
are  defeated,  vol.  ii.  p.  209. 

— < ,    a   number  of  them, 

and  lieut.  col.  Campbell,  taken 
in  Bofton-bay,  Vol.  ii.  p.  267. 

Hood,  Sir  Samuel,  engages  de  Graffs ^ 
vol.  iv.  p.  132 — arrives  at  San- 
dy Hook,  p.  181 — attacked  by 
the  count,  p.  23^— -takes  the 
Vnle  de  Paris 9  count  de  Graft's 
fhip,  p.  275 — tak-js  the  Jafon 
and  CaiOy  p.  278. 

Hopkins,  commodore,  returns  from 
his  naval  expedition,  vol.  ii. 
p.  214 — engages  the  Glafgow 
man  of  war,  p.  216 — purs  into 
New  London,  p*  217. 

H'j/iile  preparations  in  different 
parts  or  the-  Maifachufetts  co- 
lony, vol.  i.  p.  422—1*  is  how- 
ever hoped,  that  all  differences 
will  be  amicably  fettled  without 
bioodfhed,  p.  425. 

Hoftilifit*  commence  between  Great 
Britain  and  France,  vol.  iii.  p. 
1 1  S. 

Hciuf,  general,  prepares  to  attack 
the  American*  on  Dorcbfjler 


Height*,  vol.  ii.  p.  194 — is  pre- 
vented by  a  florin,  and  con- 
cludes upon  evacuating  Bofton, 
p.  196 — the  town  evacuated,  p. 
198— his  defign  of  procuring 
rice  in  Georgia  fruftrated,  p. 
21 i — arrives  off  New  York,  p. 
277 — lands  his  troops  on  Long 
Iflaxd,  p.  306 — furprifes  and 
defeats  the  Americans,  p.  308 
— makes  a  defcent  on  Nt*w  fork 
ijland,  p.  327— lands  on  Frog's- 
neck,  p.  336 — attacks  the  Ame- 
ricans at  While  Plains,  p.  340 
— returns  to  Kingjbridge,  p. 
344 — takes  Fort  Wujhington,  p. 

348: leaves    Brunswick    and 

takes  the  field,  p.  469— returns 
to  Brunfauick,  which  he  evacu- 
ates, and  marches  to  Amboy,  p. 
471 — unexpectedly  moves  to- 
ward the  American  army,  p. 
473 — embarks  his  troops,  p. 
474 — fails  with  his  armr,  p. 
492 — lands  his  troops  at  Elk 
ferry,  p.  494 — croffes  the  Bran- 
dyiuifie,  attacks  and  defeats  the 
Americans,  p.  509 — amufes  ge- 
neral Wafmngton,  and  unex- 
pectedly crofles  the  Schuylkill 
below  him,  p.  517 — makes  his 
entry  into  Philadelphia,  p.  518 
— is  honored  by  the  officers 
with  a  magnificent  entertain- 
ment, voL  iii.  p.  £9. 
Howe,  lord,  arrives  at  Staten 
I/land,  and  fends  a  flag  to  ge- 
neral Wajhington,  vol.  ii.  p. 
301 — propofes  a  conference 
with  fome  members  of  congrefs, 
p.  321 — the  conference,  p.  322 
— fails  with  the  fleet  and  army, 
p.  492 — arrives  and  anchors  in 
the  Delaware,  p.  c^9 — is  al- 
lowed to  return  to  'Britain,  vol. 
iii.  p.  112 — leaves  the  Dtla- 
iuarf,  p.  154 — prepares  to  de- 
fend the  entrance  into  Ncew  York 
harbou  r  againft  count  d'JLftaiitg's 
fleet,  p.  i  $6 — fails  for  the  pre- 
n  of  Rhode  IJland^  p. 
259 
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!  ~g — fails  for  the  relief  of  G/- 
traltari  vol.  iv.  p.  3 1 6 — enters 
the  Straits,  p.  328  —  relieves 
Gibraltar  and  returns  through 
the  Straits,  p.  330 — is  attacked 
by  the  combined  fleets,  and  af- 
terward left  to  purfue  his  voy- 
age home,  p.  331- 

K'tddj,  captain  Jofhua,  hanged, 
vol.  iv.  p.  248. 

Hughes,  admiral,  engages  Mr.  de 
Suifrein,  vol.  iv.  p.  266 — en- 
gages him  afrefti,  p.  344 — a 
third  and  fourth  time,  p.  345 
— the  laft  time,  p.  348. 

Hurricanes  at  Jamaica,  vol.  iv.  p.  6 
— at  Barbadoes,  p.  7 — at  St. 
Lucie,  Grenada  and  St.  Vincent, 
p.  8. 

Hutcbinfon,  judge,  his  "  Brief  Aate 
of  the  claim  of  the  colonies, 
and  the  interefl  of  the  nation 
with  refpeft  to  them,"  vol.  i. 
p.  181 — when  governor  he  in- 
troduces the  fubjecl  of  the  par- 
liament's fupremacy  into  his 
fpeech  to  the  MaJ/acbufetts  ge- 
neral court,  p.  320 — by  his  bad 
advice,  betrays  the  rniniftry  into 
wrong  meafures,  p.  433,  435 — 
his  letters  are  difcovered,  vol. 
ii.  p.  28 — his  behaviour  while 
in  the  colony,  p.  30. 

Jamaica  petitions  the  king  in  favor 
of  the  colonies,  vol.  i.  p.  462 
— the  hurricane  at  that  iiland, 
vol.  iv.  p.  6. 

Jaj,  Mr.  elected  to  negotiate  a 
treaty  of  alliance  with  his  Ca- 
tholic majeily,  vol.  iii.  p.  321 
— his  attempts  ineffectual,  vol. 
iv.  p.  1 3 — delivers  in  propofi- 
tions  relative  to  an  intended 
treaty  with  'Spain,  p.  212 — re- 
pairs to  Paris,  p.  351 — refufes 
treating  with  Mr.  Qfwatd,  till 
the  independence  of  the  United 
States  is  acknowledged  in  the 
firft  inftance,  p.  332 — has  put 
into  his  hands  the  copy  of  a  let- 


ter to  count  de  Vergennes,  p. 
333  —  gives  Qfaald.  a  draught 
of  a  commiffion  that  would  fully 
fatisfy,  and  is  jealous  of  the  de- 
figns  of  the  French  court,  p. 
336. 

Jealoufes  and  prejudices  among 
the  troops  under  general  Wajh- 
ington,  vol.  ii.  p.  304,  324, 

33i« 

Jerfty,  iiland,  the  attempt  of  the 
French  upon  it  defeated  by  the 
bravery  of  major  Pierfon,  vol. 
iv.  p.  '63. 

Independence  •,  meafures  taken  to 
forward  the  declaration  of  it, 
vol.  ii.  p.  268  —  refolutions  re- 
fpesfting  it,  moved  and  feccnd- 
ed  in  congrefs,  p.  274—  the  de- 
claration of  independence  t  p.  290. 

Independents   the,    fee    Congregate 


Indians,  the  Oneida,  their  fpeech 
to  the  New  England  provinces, 
vol.  ii.  p.  54  —  an  anfwer  of 
the  Stock  bridge  Indians  to  the 
Majjhcbiifetts  congrefs,  p.  56— 
the  reply  of  the  MaJJathufetts 
congrefs,  p.  58  —  Indian  chiefs 
at  head  quarters  in  Cambridge, 
p.  141  —  congrefs  commiffioners 
treat  with  the  Indians,  p.  431 
—  the  Indians  deftroy  the  fettle- 
ments  at  Wyoming^  vol.  iii.  p. 
185  —  their  hoftile  operations 
elfewhere,  p.  312, 

t  the,  abolilhed  in  the 
dominions  of  the  duke  of  Mo- 
dena,  vol.  iv.  p.  15. 
lrq&iant  to  the  commiffioners 
at  the  court  of  France,  vol.  ii. 
p.  375  —  to  the  American  com- 
miilioners  at  different  courts, 


. 
.  Sir  John,  defeats  general 

trkimer,  vol.  ii.   p.  529. 
,  Sir  William,  repulfes  the 


French,  vol.  i.  p.  134. 

John/lone  commodore,  fails  for  the 

Ealt  Indies,  vol.  iv.   p.  147—— 

is  attacked  by  Mr.  de  Sujfrein, 

p.  149 
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p.    149  — takes  fevcral  Dutch 
Eaft  India  ihips,  p.  151. 

John's,  St.  in  Canada,  taken,  vol. 
ii.  p.  163. 

Jones,  captain  Paul,  lands  a  party 
of  Americans  at  Whitehaven, 
and  fets  fire  to  a  {hip  in  the 
harbour ;  afterward  lands  and 
plunders  lord  Se&frk's  houfe, 
vol.  iii.  p.  115 — engages  cap- 
tain Pear/on,  p.  297 — is  ho- 
nored by  the  French  king  with 
the  crofs  of  military  merit,  vol. 
iv.  p.  64. 

Ireknd  fpares  4000  troops  for  his 
jnajelty's  fervice  abroad,  vol. 
ii.  p.  239 — the  ftate  and  pro-  , 
ceedings  of  the  country,  vol. 
Iii.  p.  302 — further  proceed- 
ings, p.  400,  and  vol.  iv.  p. 


,  thegreatand  petty,  through 
the  Maffachnfetts  refufe  acting 
under  the  new  regulations,  vol. 
i.  p.  386. 

K. 

Kalb,  baron  de,  marches  to  the 
fouthward,  vol.  iii.  p.  390 — 
is  mortally  wounded,  p.  443. 

Kempetiftlt^  admiral,  takes  a  num- 
ber of  French  tranfports,  vol. 
iv.  p.  223 — is  loft  in  the  Royal 
George,  p.  281. 

Keppel,  admiral,  fails  for  the  bay 
u'"  Rifcfj,  and  takes  the  Licorve 
frigate,  vol.  iii.  p.  117 — en- 
gages dyrvfllters',  p.  121 — is 
tried,  p.  240. 

AT///-.-/,  the  number,  by  the  firing 
of  the  Eritifh  from  Boilon  and 
the  neighbourhood,  vol.  ii.  p. 

"  147- 

Kitt's  Sf.  taken  by  the  marquis  de 
Bouille,  vol.  iv.  p.  233. 

X,  general,  fentlbff  to  the  eaft- 
ern '  ihites  by  the  commander 
in  chief,  on  account  of  the 
Penvjjfoania  revolters,  vol.  iv, 
p.  20. 

JLi. 

the*  at  PJ$ff&fyk?6,  pro- 


cure contributions  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  American  foldiers, 
vol.  iii.  p.  376 — forward  fhirts 
and  ftockings  to  the  army,  p. 
496. 

Ladies,  whig,  their  conduct  in 
Cbarleftonvn,  South  Carolina, 
vol.  iv.  p.  138. 

Lauded  country  gentlemen  alarm- 
ed, vol.  ii.  p.  233. 
Laurem,  Henry,  efq;  chofen  pre- 
fident  of  congrefs,  vol.  iii.  p. 
21 — his  letter  to  the  governor 
of  Georgia,  p.  203 — to  another 
friend,  p.  283 — elected  to  ne- 
gotiate a  treaty  with  the  Dutch, 
p.  322 — taken  on  his  voyage 
to  Holland,  and  committed  to 
the  Tower,  vol.  iv.  p.  5 — dif- 
charged,  p.  220. 

• ,  lieut.  col.  chofen  fpecial 

miniiler  to  France,  and  favored 
with  the  fentiments  of  general 
Wajbington  upon  the  fervice  to 
which  he  was  appointed,  vol. 
iv.  p.  23 — returns  from  France, 
p.  147 — his  conduit  approved 
of  by  congrefs,  p.  163 — is 
mortally  wounded  while  engag- 
ed with  the  Britim,  p.  303. 
Laivs  of  England  not  allowed  by 
the  colonies  to  be  binding  on 
them,  vol.  i.  p.  43. 
Lee,  Arthur,  efq;  leaves  Great 
Britain,  and  removes  to  Paris, 
vol.  ii.  p.  447. 

,  general,  meaiures  taken  for 

fending  him  on  to  New  York, 
vol.  ii.  p.  173 — is  detained  at 
Stamford',  but  orders  a  Connec- 
ticut regiment  into  the  city,  and 
arrives  there  himfelf  within  two 
hours  after  general  Clinton  ar- 
rives at  Sandy  Hook,  p.  175 — 
goes  to  the  fouthward,  p.  205 
— his  letter  to  the  French  mini- 
fter,  p.  362-«-an  anecdote  con- 
cerning him,  p.  344 — he  is  taken 
by  col.  Harcottrt,  p. .3  5  8 — incon- 
veniencies  refulting  from  his 
capture,  p*.  409  —  commands 
the 
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the  Americans  near  Moamouth 
court-houfe,  vol.  iii.  p.  156 — 
is  put  under  arrelt,  tried  and 
found  guilty,  p.  151 — his  death 
and  character,  vol.  iv.  p.  305. 

Lee,  captain  H.  made  major  com- 
mandant of  horfe  for  his  bra- 
very, vol.  iii.  p.  72 — attacks 
the  Britim  poft  at  Potvk's  Hook, 
p.  283 — joins  general  Greene  in 
South  Carolina  with  his  partizan 
legion,  vol.  iv.  p.  32 — falls  up- 
on a  number  of  royalifts  and 
makes  a  great  (laughter  among 
them,  p.  49 — aids  general  Ma- 
rion in  reducing  fort  Watfon,  p. 
8 1 — fort  Matte,  p.  89—  fort 
Gratify,  p.  90 — marches  to  join 
Pickens,  and  with  him  reduces 
the  fort  at  Angufta,  p.  91 . 

Leger,  St.  lieut.  colonel,  quits  the 
fiege  of  fort  Stanwix,  vol,  ii. 

P-  534- 

LeJIie,  general,  after  announcing 
his  defign  of  evacuating  Charlef- 
toivn,  offers  payment  for  pro- 
vifion  to  be  fent  in  to  him,  vol. 
iv.  p.  301 — the  offer  not  being 
complied  with,  he  fends  out 
parties  to  feize  provifions,  p. 
502 — evacuates  the  town,  p. 

.    3°5- 
Letter y  the  copy  of  one  to  count 

de  Vergennes,  vol.  iv.   p.  333. 
Letters   of  Htttcbinfon  and    others 

fent  to  Bofton  by  Dr.  Franklin, 

vol.  i.  p.  328. 
Lexington  affair,  vol.  i.  p.  47 y— - 

the  news  of  it  reaches  London, 

P-  5°3- 

Lippincot,  captain,  tried  for  hang- 
ing captain  Huddy,  and  acquit- 
ted, vol.  iv.  p.  287. 

Lincoln,  general?  furpriifed  at  Bound- 
brook,  vol.  ii.  p.  45} — fent  to 
the  northward  to  command  the 

militia,  p.  535 fends  col. 

£rovjtt  and  others  on  an  expe- 
dition to  Lake  George,  p.  546 
—is  fent  to  South  Carolina,  vol. 
iii.  p.  228— eftablifhes  his  head 
VOL.  IV. 


quarters  at  Puryflurgh,  p.  229 
— purfues  general  Pre*voft,  p. 
2  55 — attacks  the  Britim.  at  Stono 
ferry,  p.  258 — marches  for  Sa- 
vannah, p.  326 — is  repulfed  in 
a  joint  attack  with  d'Eftaing  on 

the  town,  p.  330 defends 

Charlfflowit,  p.  348 — furren- 
dersthe  place,  p.  35-8 — receives 
the  fubmiilion  of  the  royal  ar- 
my at  York  'Tb'Wii,  vol.  iv.  p. 
196. 

London,  the  city  of,  approaches 
the  throne  with  an  addrefs,  &c. 
vol.  i.  p.  497 — refufes  in  1781 
to  prefent  their  addrefs,  &c.  at 
the  levee,  and  orders  its  publi- 
cation, vol.  iv.  p.  217. 

Long  IJland  fortified  by  the  Ame- 
ricans, vol.  ii.  p.  303 — gene- 
ral Silltvan  appointed  to  com- 
mand there,  p.  305; — the  royal 
army  lands  upon  it,  p.  306— 
evacuated  by  the  Americans, 

P-  3i3- 

Left  of  the  Ville  de  Paris,  Ramil- 
lies,  and  other  men  of  war,  vol. 
iv.  p.  342. 

Lotteries,  the  firft  in  England  grant- 
ed to  the  Virginia  company, 
vol.  i.  p.  54. 

Loudt*i  lord,  his  determination  re- 
lative to  the  Mafiachu lefts  ge- 
neral court,  vol.  i.  p.  134. 

Louijburgb  taken  by  the  Majfocbu- 
Jeits  colony,  vol.  i.  p.  110; 

Lvwther,  Sir  James,  ofters  to  prc-* 
fent  the  Britifh  king  with  a 
man  of  war  of  the  line,  vol.  iv. 
P-  34i- 

Lncie,  St.  attacked  by  the  Britilh, 
vol.  iii.  p.  243 — d'Ejlaing  at- 
tempts relieving  the  iiland,  p. 
246— the  place  capitulates,  p. 

247- 

Luzfrxf  the  chevalier  de  la,  ar- 
rives at  Boilon,  vol.  iii.  p.  286 
— his  cc  mmu nications  to  con- 
grefs,  n.  335— his  hint  to  ge- 
neral Washington,  p.  339— fun- 
dry  ccmm-mications  oi;  his  be- 
H  h  fore 
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X. 


fore  congrefs,    vol.  iv.  p.  245 

«i~is  fatisfted  with  its  being  re- 
folved  ,  that  Mr.  J.  Adams  mould 
be  ultimately  directed  and  guid- 
ed by  the  fentiments  of"  the 
French  court,  p.  246. 
M. 

Main,  the  province  of,  fettled, 
vol.  i.  p.  38  —  the  inhabitants 
uibmit  to  fatMajJackuJtlts,  and 
have  greater  privileges  granted 
them  than  what  the  Maflachti- 
fetts  people  enjoy,  p.  39. 

tyamftfto  a,  preferred  to  the  Bri- 
dfh  minifter  by  the  Spmvjh  am- 
bafiador,  vol.  iii.  p.  289. 

ManLy,  captain,  takes  Britim  vef- 
fels,  vol.  ii.  p.  144  —  is  taken, 
vol.  iii.  p.  53. 

Marion',  general,  exerts  himfelf  on 
the  fide  of  congrefs,  vol.  iii. 
p.  4^4  —  vol.  iv.  p.  46  —  aided 
by  lieut.  col.  Lee's  partizan  le- 
gion, reduces  fort  V/dtfon,  p. 
8  1  —  fort  Matte,  p.  89  —  iort 
Granby,  p.  90. 

Maryland  fettled,  vol.  i.  p.  65— 
the  convention  refolve  on  an 
aiTociation,  and  en  meafures  for 
fecuring  the  province,  and  pro- 
viding for  its  defence,  vol.  ii. 
p.  92-  —  fettles  its  independent 
conihtution,  p.  568  —  accedes 
to  the  confederation,  vol.  iv. 
P'  6V 

maffackiffttt  Company  formed,  vol. 
i.  p.  1  6  —  begin  a  plantation  at 
Ralem,  p,  17—  obtain  a  royal 
charter,  p.  18. 

_  —  .  -  Ertjt  the  governor 
and  company  of,  in  New  Eng- 
land, begin  their  plantation  go- 
vernment in  the  Mafiachuietts, 
vol.  i*  p.  20—  conclude  on  re- 
movin with  their  charter  to  the 


tf,  p.  22  —  arrve  at 
Salem,  p.  24  —  aflame  the  form 
of  a  ccrxtiJBffvUealth,  p.  27  —  ad- 
mit none  to  freedom  but  mem- 
bers of  their  churches,  p.  29  — 
their  general  court  afl'ume  Jpi- 


ritual  jurif diction,    p.  30 — their 
government  in  divers    refpecYs 
abfolute,  p.  31— their  charter 
annihilated,  p.  42 — a  new  char- 
ter given   them,    p.   98 — they 
declare   what    are   their  privi- 
leges, p.  99 — their  exertions  in 
the  war  of  1744,  p.  no — of 
*155*    P-    !37 — tnc*r    general 
court  addrefs  the  Bridfh  parlia- 
ment on   the  fubjeft  of  duties 
and   taxes,    p.  154 — the  houfc 
of  aflembly  propofe  a  congrefs, 
p.  172 — leave  out  of  the  coun- 
cil the  crown  officers  and  juf- 
ticcs  of  the  fuperior  court,  p. 
208 — at  length  agree  to  make 
compenfation  to  the  fufferers  by 
the   riots,    p.   211 — propofe  a 
circular  letter  to  the  other  co- 
lonies,  p.  223 — their  new  af- 
fembly  are  required  to   refcind 
the  refolution  which  gave  birth 
to  the  circular  letter,  p.  226-— 
they  vote  not  to  refcind,  and  arc 
diflblved,    p.  227 — a    new    af- 
fembly  pafs  a    number  of  re- 
folves,  evidencing  their  difrc- 
gard  to  the  refolutions  of  tl\e 
lords   and  commons,  p.  260 — 
refufe  making  provifion  for  the 
troops,  p.  261 — difagreements 
bet\veen  them  and  lieut.  gover- 
nor Hutckinfcn,  p.  304 — declare 
againft  his  receiving   his  {up- 
port  from  the  crown,  p.  310 
* — their  proceedings  refpefting 
the  judges,  and  the  fupport  ia- 
tended  them  by  the  crown,  p. 
344 — their  petition  to  the  king 
for  the  removal  of  the  governor 
clifmiiTed,  p.  3^0 — choofe  de- 
legates to   meet  in.  congrefs  at 
Philadelphia,  p.  36*5 — the  peo- 
ple prepare  to  defend  their  rights 
by  the  point  of  the  Jfword,  p. 
380 — the  representatives  meet, 
and    refolve  themfelves   into  a 
provincial  congrefs,  p.  411  — 
the  provincial  congrefs  appoint 
a  committee  to  draw  up  a  plan 
for 


INDEX, 


for  the  immediate   defence  of 
the  colony,  p.  412 — pufh  their 
preparations  for  hoftiie  oppofi- 
tion,  p.  416— fend   a  circular 
letter  to   the   minifters   of  the 
gofpel,   p.  417- — a   picture   of 
the  Mailachufetts    colony,    p. 
427 — a  new  provincial  congrefs 
meet,    p.  469 — their  proceed- 
ings,  p.  472— the  inhabitants 
in  arms,   p.  486 — their  unpre- 
parednefs  for  an  hoftiie  conteft 
with   Gnat  Britain,  p.    492 — 
the  provincial  congrefs    write 
a  circular  letter  to  the  feveral 
towns  of  the   colony,   vol.  ii. 
p.  1 7 — borrow  money,  and  for- 
ward difpatches  to  the  general 
congrefs,  p.  19 — apply  to  Cun- 
wclicut  and  Rhode  I/land  for  af- 
fiitance,  p.  20 — order  the  mi- 
litia to  Roxbury,  p.  2i — refolve 
upon    writing    to    the    eaftern 
tribe  of  Indians,  p.   22 — iflue 
notes,  p.  27- — the  MaiTachufeus 
reprefentatives  meet,   and  take 
up  their  old  form  of  govern- 
ment, p.  96 — the  public  fchools 
of  the  colony,  p.  125 — the  af- 
feinbly  refolve  to  .fit  cut  armed 
vefTels,  p.  144 — the  Maffachu- 
letts  delegates  at  congrefs  con- 
ducted  with  great  policy,    p. 
296 — the  (late  agrees   upon  a 
conftitution  for   the  common- 
wealth, vol.  iii.  p.  396 — incor- 
porates  The  American  Academy 
of  Arts  and  Sciences,    p.    398-— 
the  laft  aft  before  entering  on 
the  new  conftitution,  p.  497 — 
the  firit  general  court  upon  the 
nenjj    conftitution ,     p.    498 — "-the 
conftitution  violated  by  the  ge- 
neral court,. vol.  iv.  p.  398. 

MaJJacre  of  the  Moravian  Indians, 
vol.  iv.  p.  308. 

Matthew,  general,  makes  a  de- 
fcent  on  Virginia ,  vol.  iii.  p. 
260. 

Ma-~-jhwd,  lieut.  colonel,  attacked 
at  Princeton,  Vol.  ii.  p.  401. 


,  Dr.  his  letter  to  judge 
Hutchinfon,  vol.  i.  p.  1-78. 
Mea fares  taken  at  Philadelphia  for 
relieving  the  army  under  gene- 
ral Washington,    voh  iii.    p. 

37?- 

Medical  department,  defefts  in  the 
American,  occafion  the  lofs  of 
many  fick,  voL  iii.  p.  70. 

Meeting- ho:>fe,  the  old  fouth,  turn- 
ed into  a  riding-fchool  for  the 
Britifh  dragoons,  vol.  ii.  p.  1 39. 

Meigs,  colonel,  his  expedition  to 
&aSS  harbour,  vol.  ii.  p.  468. 

Mercenaries,  foreign,  fail  for  A- 
merica,  vol.  ii.  p.  245. 

Militia,  American,  complained  of, 
vol.  ii.  p.  3 1 7,  323,  333. 

Minorca  attacked  by  the  Spaniards, 
aided  by  the  French/  vol.  iv. 
p.  i  7 7 —the  garrifon  at  fort  St. 
Philip  clofely  inverted,  and 
at  length  obliged  to  furrender, 
p.  226. 

Minute -msn  inflituted,  vol.  i.  p. 
412. 

Mobs  at  R'fan,  vol.  i.  p.  175— 
attack  judge  HuU&nfon's  houfr, 
p.  177 — at  Rhode  Ijland,  p. 
183 — at  New  Tork,  p.  185— 
at  Bo/Ion t  on  account  of  the 
feizure  of  Mr.  Hancock's  floop 
Liberty,  p.  231. 

Monmourh  court-houfe  aftion,  vol. 
iii.  p.  141. 

Montgomery,  general,  is  fent  on 
with  troops  to  Canada,  and  be- 
fieges  St.  John's,  '  vol.  ii.  p. 
i  5 7 — the  place  furrenders,  p. 
162 — he  takes  Montreal,  p.  163 
— appears  before  Quebec,  p. 
1 67— his  whole  force  little  more 
than  half  the  garrifon,  p.  181 
.  — he  attempts  carrying  the  city 
by  a  coup  de  main,  and  is  kil- 
led, p.  183. 

Montreal  taken,  vol.  ii.   p.  163. 

MoKtjl'rrat  iurrenders,  vol.  iv.  p. 

239- 

Morgan,  general,    attacked    by   3, 
fuperior  force  under  col.  Tar/e- 
ll h  2  ton 
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>w,  whom  he  defeats,  vol.  iv. 
p.  33 — Is  purfued  bv  lord  Qorn- 
wallis,  p.  37 — is  joined  by  ge- 

•  neral  Greene  perfonally,  p.  38. 

Movements  of  the  armies  under 
Sir  H.  Clinton  and  general 
Washington,  after  the  evacua- 
tion of  Philadelphia,  vol.  iii. 

P-I33- 

Mudljland,  vol.  iii.  p.  4 — is  aban- 
doned, p.  8. 

Mug  ford,  captain,  takes  the  Hope 
powder  ihip,  vol.  ii.  p.  264 — 
is  killed,  p.  265. 

Mutiny  among  the  American  fol- 
diers  at  Philadelphia,  vol.  iv. 

N. 

Natches,  the  Britifh  Settlements 
there  reduced  by  captain  Wil- 
ling, vol.  iii.  p.  88. 

Netw-Etiglaral,  the  people  there  are 
alarmed  with  the  reports  of  an 
American  epifcopacy,  vol.  i. 
p.  117 — with  the  apprehenfion 
of  defigns  on  the  part  of  the 
Britifh  miniftry  againft  their 
forms  of  government,  p.  142— 
the  fuppofed  plan  of  miniftry, 
p.  144. 

New-Hampfiire  colony  fettled,  vol. 
i.  p.  38 — the  people  make  their 
firft  hoftile.  movement,  p.  421 

*-> their  delegates  receive  in- 

fh'uctions  which  they  lay  before 
congrefs,  vol.  ii.  p.  149 — the 
provincial  congreis  proceed  to 
take  up  civil  government,  p. 
j  (>8~-feveral  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives  protell  againft  it,  p.  169 
— feveinl  of  the  towns  petition 
againft  it,  p.  1 70 — a  return  of 
the  inhabitants,  p.  263. 

Nevj-Haven  colony  fettled,  vol.  i. 
p.  33- — made  a  part  of  Connec- 
ticut, p.  34. 

->  —  town  attacked  by  ge- 

neral Try  on,  vol.  iii.  p.  265. 

Neiv-Jerjey  fettled,  vol.  i.  p.  46 
— thequaker  inhabitants  com- 
plain of  the  duties  impofed  upon 
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them  by  the  governor  of  New- 
York,  p.  48 — the  affembly  de- 
clare againft  independency,  vol. 
ii.  p.  1 1 7 — the  provincial  ccn- 
grefs  much  influenced  by  the 
plot  to  deitroy  general  Wafh- 
ington's  army  at  New  York, 
p.  277 — they  form  their  confti- 
tution,  p.  299 — cruelties  prac- 
tifed  in  that  (rate  by  the  royal 
troops,  p.  41 4-*— the  people  ex - 
afperated  and  fly  to  arms,  p. 
416. 

York  fettled,  vol.  i.  p.,  44 — 
the  affembly  pafs  an  act  declar- 
ing the  rights  of  the  people,  p. 
9; — the  powers  of  legiflation 
taken  from  the  province,  till 
there  is  a  compliance  with  a 
Britilh  act  of  parliament,  p.  2 1 6 
— the  New  Yorkers  the  firit  who 
adopted  the  non-importation 
agreement,  p.  194 — they  dcfift 
from  the  lame,  p.  278 — a  quar- 
rel between  them  and  the  fol- 
diers,  p,  300 — they  agree  upon 
a  new  congrefs,  p.  362 — '.the 
allembly  renounce  all  concern 
with  the  preceding  congrefs,  p. 
47 1  — a  battle  between  the  whigs 
and  tories,  on  the  points,  czn- 
grefst  or  no  congrcjs,  p.  472^ — 
the  New  Yorkers  ftop  the  veflels 
bound  to  ^riebec  and  elfewhere, 
vol.  ii,  p.  3 — the  meafures  of 
the  citizens  on  hearing  of  hof- 
tilities  in  the  Maflachufetts,  p. 
4 — the  cannon  removed  from 
the  battery,  and  the  Af.a  man 
of  war  fires  on  the  city,  p.  1 1 7 
— the  Neva  Yorkers  fufpected, 
p.  J20 — the  city  evacuated  by 
the  Americans,  p.  328 — a  ter- 
rible fire  there,  p.  330 the 

New  York  ftate  eftablifh  theii 
independent  conftitution,  p. 
528 — the  city  evacuated  by  the 
Britifh,  vol.  iv.  p.  382, 
?vis  furrenders,  vol.  iv.  p.  239. 
•utrality,  the  armed,  vol.  iii.  p. 
402. 


i     N     D     E     x. 


Newfoundland,  the  florm  on  the 
coafts  of  it,  vol.  ii.  p.  222. 

Newport,  poffefled  by  the  Britifi, 
vol.  ii.  p.  359 — —an  expeui- 

tion  againit  it,  p.  583 

evacuated  by  the  Britijh,  vol. 

*"•  P-  53-3- 

Non-importation  agreement  adopted 
firft  by  the  New  Turk  merchants, 
and  then  by  others,  vol.  i.  p. 
104 — a  frefh  non-importation  a- 
greement  begun  at  Bo/ton,  and 
-afterward  adopted  elfewhere,  p. 
21 8 — declined  for  the  prefent 
by  the  Pennfyl-vania  merchants, 
p.  241 — adopted  by  them,  and 
notice  thereof  fent  to  the  com- 
mittee of  merchants  at  London, 
,p.  250 — given  up  by  the  Nt~jj 
Yorkers,  p.  278. 

Norfolk  aclion,  in  which  captain 
Fordjce  fell,  vol.  ii.  p.  i  i 2— the 
town  is  fired  by  parties  of  failors 
and  marines  from  lord  Dun- 
more's  fleet,  and  deftroyed,  p. 
206. 

North  Carolina,  general  aflerably 
meet  and  refolve  to  unite  with 
the  other  colonies,  vol.  ii.  p.  i 
—the  movements  of  the  inha- 
bitants occafion  the  governor's 
quitting  the  colony,  p.  84 — 
the  convention  folemnly  declare 
it  to  be  their  wifti,  that  they 
may  be  reftored  to  the  itate  in 
v/hich  they  were  before  1763, 
p.  107 — eftablim  their  indepen- 
dent form  of  government,  p. 
390. 

•Nor-ijoalk  burnt  by  the  Britifc,  vol. 
iii.  p.  267. 

Nova  Scotia,  the  reprefentatives 
thereof,  prefent  an  addrefs,  pe- 
tition and  memorial  to  the  king 
and  parliament,  vol.  ii.  p.  234. 

Qlfer-vations  on  the  Bofton J)ort-bill , 

vol,  i.  p.  375. 
Officers,    the  American,    petition 

congrefs,  vol.  iv.  p.  353. 
Ohio  company,  vol.  i,  p.    119— 


the  French  build  a  fort  on  the 
Ohio,  p.  121. 

O/xoa,  fort,  taken  by  the  Britim, 
vol.  iii.  p.  401. 

Operations  of  the  troops  under  ge- 
nerals Phillips  and  Arnold  in 
Virginia,  vol.  iv.  p.  107. 

Order  of  the  Britifh  king  in  coun- 
cil for  fufpending  provifionally 
all  the  particular  itipulations  re- 
fpeding  the  fubjefts  of  the  States 
General,  contained  in  the  feve- 
ral  treaties,  vol.  iii-  p.  404. 

Ordnance  fhip  from  Woolwich 
taken  by  captain  Mauley ,  vol. 
ii.  p.  144. 

Orviliiers,  count  de,  faUs  from 
Breit  to  join  the  Spanijb  fleet, 
vol.  iii.  p.  288 — fails  with  the 
combined  fleet  for  Plymouth, 
p.  29 1, 

Otis,  Mr.  James*  junior,  threatens 
governor  Bernard?  vol.  i.  p. 
141 — his  pamphlet,  The  Rights 
cf  the  Erit:Jb  Colonies,  alarms 
the  people,  p.  152 — his  fpeech 
a^alnil  refcinding,  p.  228 — an 
affray  between  him  and  Mr. 
Robivfon,  p.  271. 
P. 

Painter,  John  the,  alias  James 
Aitken,  vol.  ii.  p.  44^'. 

Pallifcr,  Sir  Hugh,  tried,  vol.  iii. 
p.  241. 

Paper-money  firft  emitted  by  con- 
grefs,  vol.  ii.  p.  60 — the  par- 
ticular inifchievous  efFe&s  of 
it,  vol.  iv.  p.  144 — its  ceafing 
to  circulate,  occafions  no  con- 
vulfion,  p.  145. 

Papijis  relieved  by  aft  of  parlia- 
ment, vol.  iii,  p.  113. 

-Parker,  admiral  Hyde,  engages 
admiral  Zoutman  on  Dogger 
Bank,  vol.  iv.  p.  152. 

,  Sir  Peter,  and  lord  Corn- 

ival/is.,  fail  from  Portfmouth  to 
Cork,  vol.  ii.  p.  239 — from 
Cork  for  America  with  troops, 
p.  240— arrive  at  Capf  Feart 
iuid  meet  with  general  Clinton, 
&  h  3  p.  279 
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proceed   to  attack 
in  South  Carolina, 
p.  280. 

"Parliament,  the  fefiion  of  it  opened 
in  1775,  vol.  ii.  p.  224. — the 
debates,  p.  225 — a  motion  re- 
lative to  the  employing  of 
Hanoverian  troops  without  the 
confent  of  parliament,  p.  228 
- — the  houfes  informed  of  the 
French  refcript,  notifying  the 
treaty  with  America,  vol.  iii. 
p.  1 08 — the  parliament  unex- 
pectedly diffolved,  vol.  iv.  p.  4. 
. — the  new  parliament  meets,  p. 
i  c — the  king's  fpeech  and  de- 
bates on  the  addrefs,  p.  1 1 . 

fence  neceflary  for  the.  United 
States,  vol.  iv.  p.  291 — nego- 
tiations between  the  American 
and  Britifh  commiiTioners,  p. 
332 — 540 provificnnl  arti- 
cles, p.  360 — definitive  treaty, 

P-391- 

Tear/on,    captain,    eji^c-ages   Paul 

Jones,  vol.  iii.  p.  297. 
Peek's-kili,  ftores  there  deftroyed, 

vol.  ii.  p.  423. 
Pctidleton,  juiiice,  his  reafons  for 

leaving  Charleftown,  vol.  iii. 

P-  393"- 

reim,  governor,  an  account  of  his 
having  delivered  thefecond  pe- 
tition of  congrefs  to  the  king, 
vol.  ii.  p.  i  52 — examined  be- 
fore the  houfe  of  lords,  p.  25  r . 
fettled,  vol.  i.  p.  Si 
— a  charter  of  privileges  grant- 
ed to  the  inhabitants,  p.  £8 — 
the  refolutior.s  cf  the  affcmbly 
againft  taxation,  except  by  the 
repreientatives  of  the  people, 
p.  195 — they  ratify  the  afts  of 

congrefs,     p.    421 decline 

adopting  the  conciliatory  plan, 
vol.  ii.  p.  6 — inftruft  their  de- 
legates to  rejeft  any  proportion 
in  congrefs  that  inny  lead  to  a 
feparation  from  the  mother 
country,  p.  116 — fettle  their 
independent  conPutuucn,p.  368 


— numbers  diflatisfied,  p.  369 
— the  Pennsylvania  ac't  relating 
to  flavery,  vol.  iii.  p.  377. 

line  of  troops  revolt, 


vol.  iv.  p.  1 6 — fee  Revolt. 

Penobjcot,   expedition  againft   it, 

by  the  MalTachufetts,  vol.  iii. 

P-  30<?- 

Peterjbam,  in  the  county  of  Wor- 
cejier,  Maffachufetts  Bay,  the 
refolutions  of  the  town,  vol.  \. 
P.  3^6. 

Petitions  to  the  houfe  of  commons 
on  American  affairs,  vol.  i.  p. 
450 — petitions  and  counter- 
petitions,  p.  496 — • — to  both 
houfes  from  the  Britifh  inhabi- 
tants in  the  province  of  Quebec, 
p.  $cc — petitions  and  counter- 
petitions,  vol.  ii.  p.  223 — peti- 
tions from  the  counties  for  a 
public  reform,  vol.  iii.  p.  413 
— confidered  by  the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  the  refolutions 
of  the  houfe  in  favor  of  them, 
p.  41  £— all  hopes  of  obtaining 
redrefs  from  that  houfe  at  an 
end,  p.  416 — a  frefh  petition 
prefented,  vol.  iv.  p.  151. 

Philadelphia  merchants  exprefs 
their  minds  fully  to  the  com- 
mittee in  London  on  the  reve- 
nue afts  and  grievances,  vol.  i. 
p.  266 — the  committee  flop  the 
iiiiling  of  vefiels  to  Quebec  and 
elfewhere,  vol.  ii.  p.  4 — the 
zeal  of  the  citizens  in  hoilile 
preparations,  p.  61 — they  pro- 
vide for  the  fafety  of  the  city,  p. 
93— -it  is  poflefled  by  the  royal 
army,  p.  518 — it  is  evacuated 
by  the  Britijh,  vol.  iii.  p.  131. 

PiceenSi  colonel,  defeats  the  South 
Carolina,  tories,  vol.  iii.  p.  231 
—enters  the  Indian  country, 
and  dellroys  their  corn,  p.  3.3 
— aided  by  Lee's  legion,  re- 
duces the  fort  at  Augufta,  vol. 
iv.  p.  91 — chaftifes  the  Chero- 
k.cs  for  breaking  their  engage- 
ments, p.  177. 
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Piquet,  Mr.  de  la  Motte,  fares 
ieveral  merchant  fhips,  and  en- 
gages fome  Britiih  men  of  \var, 
vol.  Hi.  p.  405,406 — captures 
a  number  of  fhips  laden  with 
the  fpoils  of  Siatia>  vol.  iv.  p. 
146. 

Pitt,  Mr.  defigns  to  ta^  the  colo- 
nies, vol.  i.  p.  136. 

Pondicherry  taken  by  general  Mun- 
ro,  vol.  iii.  p.  252. 

Poule,  the  Bellf,  and  Areibufa,  en- 
gage, vol.  iii.  p.  118 the 

Belle  Poule  is  taken,  p.  425. 

Powder,  the  quantity  thereof  in 
the  MaJ/af&ufftts,  vol.  ii.  p.  23 
— the  extreme  want  of  it  at 
camp,  p.  67 — a  large  fupply 
obtained  by  the  capture  of  the 
Hope,  p.  264. 

Pratt,  Mrf  converfes  with  Dr. 
Franklin  about  the  Americans, 
vol.  i.  p.  136. 

Prtdr.fjrj  war  againft  the  Ameri- 
cans determined  upon,  vol.  iii. 
p.  264. 

Pirfcot,  general,  fnrrenders  with 
the  ibidiers,  failors  and  eleven 
veiTels,  vol.  ii.  p.  i  64 — is  fur- 
prifrd  on  Rhode  Ijlatid,  and 
carried  off  by  lieut.  col.  Bar- 
ton, p.  491. 

Prevoft,  general,  enters  South  Ca- 
rolina, and  marches  toward 
Cbarleflo-ivn^  vol.  iii.  p.  254 — 
defends  Savannah,  and  repulfes 
the  allied  troops  under  D'Ef- 
iaing  and  Lincoln,  p.  327. 

Princeton  adlion,  vol.  ii.  p.  401. 

Prifiners,  American,  the  treat- 
ment they  met  with,  vol.  ii.  p. 
427 — vol.  iii.  p.  15 — collecti- 
ons for  the  relief  of  thofe  in 
England,  p.  09. 

. -.t  Britifh,  the  treatment 

they  met  with  from  the  Ame- 
ricans, vol.  iv.  p.  210. 

Privateers,  American,  their  fuc- 
cefs,  vol.  ii.  p.  433 — vol.  iii. 
p.  285. 

~£r. ccedings  on  the  meeting  of  the 


nev/  parliament  in  177.1,  vol.  i, 
p.  42 (y — the  feflion  clofes,  p, 
502. 

Proclamation,  lord  and  general 
//.tvv's,  the  benefit  of  it  claim- 
ed by  numbers  in  the  Jerfev>t 
vol.'ii.  p-557^ 

Pr?j>of(ils  tor  building  men  of  war 
for  the  ufe  of  the  Britilh  govern- 
ment by  private  fubfcnptions, 
vol.  iv.  p.  341. 

Prottft  of  feveral  lords  againft  the 
bill  for  regulating  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Maff'achufctts  Baj , 
vol.  i.  p.  355 — againft  the  bill 
for  the  impartial  adminiftration, 
of  juftice  there,  p.  357. 

of  the  Maffacmfttti  re- 

prefentativcs,  vol.  iv.  p.  399. 

rrmfltffxff  plantations  fettled,  vol, 
i.  p.  36 — united  with  Rhode 
Ijland,  p.  37.^ 

Publications  relative  to  the  Ameri- 
can war,  vol.  ii.  p.  247. 

Pulajlj,  count,  at  CbarUjhvn^ 

vol.  iii.  p.  256 mortally 

wounded,  p.  330 — congrcfs  re- 
folve  to  ereft  a  monument  to  his 
niunorv,  p.  332. 

Puritans,  the  rife  of  them,  voL  i. 
p.  2 — provide  a  retreat  from 
perfection  in  theMaffachiJfetts 
Bay,  p.  1 6 — people  the  MafTa- 
chufetts,  Connecticut,  and  New 
Haven  colonies,  p.  35. 

Putnam,  general,  haltens  with 
troops  to  the  Majfiicbufett} ,  vol. 
ii.  p.  2 — efcapes  with  3503 
men  from  New  York,  p.  328. 

QL. 

Quakers,   a  deputation  from  their 

yearly  meeting  wait  upon  con- 

grefs,  vol.  iv.  p.  377. 
,  a  report  of  a  committee 

of    congrefs   refpe&ing   them, 

vol.  ii.  p.  ;O£. 
• ,  in  Wcji  Jerfev,  complain 

of  duties  laid  upon  them,  vol. 

i.    p.   4^ of    Pennfyl^ania* 

throw  George  Keith  into  prifon, 

p.  91. 

^i  h  4 
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Quakers,  two,  John  Roberts  and 
Abraham  Carlijle,  are  executed 
for  high  treafon  againft  the 
commonwealth  of  P emifylvania  s 
vol.  iii.  p.  207. 

Qiiincy,  Mr.  extracts  from  his 
journal  while  in  England,  vol. 
i.  p.  433 — his  account  of  lord 
Chatham's  fpeech  on  the  2Cth 
of  January,  1 775,  p.  439~ ~of 
lord  Camdcns,  p.  446. 
R. 

"Randolph,  the  American  frigate, 
blown  up,  vol.  iii.  p.  87. 

Raivdon,  lord,  marches  out  of 
Cam  den,  attacks  general  Greene, 
and  obliges  him  to  retreat,  vol. 
jv.  p.  83 — evacuates  Camden, 
p.  89 — purfues(jrav/^,and  foon 
after  is  purfued  by  him,  p.  96 
T— marches  to  Charleftown,  p. 
97. 

Red-bank,  count  Donop  repulfed 
there,  vol.  iii.  p.  2. 

Reed,  colonel  Jofeph,  his  letter  to 
a  member  of  congrefs,  vol.  ii. 
p.  278 — hisanfwerto  the  offers 
made  to  corrupt  him,  vol.  iii. 
p.  172. 

Refugees,  the  loyal,  imbody,  by 
the  permifiion  of  Sir  H.  Clin- 
ton, and  make  reprifals,  vol.  iii. 
p.  236 — commit  great  excefles 
with  their  fleet  of  privateers 
and  cruifers,  p.  496. 

Rtgiments,  Britifn,  raifed  by  volun- 
tary fubfcriptions,  vol.  iii.  p. 
100. 

Regulation  of  prices  attempted  by 
the  American  Hates,  vol.  ii.  p. 
425. 

Remarks   on  the  Bofton  port-bill, 

vol.  i.  p.  375. 

Removal,  the,  of  general  Wajhing- 

ton  from  the  command  of  the 

army  attempted,  vol.  iii.  p.  54. 

Reprisals,  general,  granted  by  the 

Eritim  council    againft   Dutch 

ihips  and  goods,  vol.  iv.  p.  6. 

Refohttions,    the,   and   addrcfs    of 

both  houfes  of  parliament,  cen- 


M& 


furing  the  Maffachufetts  afTem- 
bly  and  the  town  of  Bofton, 
vol.  i.  p.  253 — the  counter  re- 
folves  of  the  Virginia  houfe  of 
burgeffes,  p.  204 — the  like  re- 
folves  of  North  Carolina  afiem- 
bly  occafion  their  diflblution, 
by  governor  Tryon,  p.  256. 
Revenue,  miniftry  inclined  to  raife 
one  in  the  colonies,  vol.  i.  p. 
1 32 — Mr.  P/V/'s  defign  of  doing 
it,  p.  136 — the  firji  Eriiijh  act 
of  parliament  pafled  avowedly 
for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  a  re- 
venue in  the  American  colonies, 
149 — it  is  confidered  by  the 
ajjachujetts  houfe  of  aflembly, 
and  a  committee  appointed  to 
write  upon  the  fubjeft  to  the 
other  American  aflemblies,  p. 

T53* 

Revolt,  the,  of  the  Pennfylvania 
line  of  troops,  vol.  iv.  p.  1 6 — 
the  revolters  march  to  Prince- 
ton, p.  19 — to  Trenton,  and  de- 
liver up  the  Britiih  fpies  and 
agents  to  be  executed,  and 
matters  are  adjufted,  p.  21. 

of  part  of  the  Jerfey  bri- 
gade, is  fpeedily  fuppreffed, 
and  two  of  the  leaders  executed, 
vol.  iv.  p.  22. 

Rhode  Ifland  plantation  fettled, 
and  united  to  Providence,  vol. 
i.  p. 3 7 — obtain  a  royal  char- 
ter, p.  38 — the  people  feize  the 
cannon,  and  the  aflembly  re- 
folve  upon  procuring  arms  and 
military  ftores,  p.  421.  The 
royal  forces  pofiefs  themfelves 
of  Rhode  IJland,  vol.  ii.  p.  359 
— make  an  excurfion  on  the 
continent,  vol.  iii.  p.  127 — 
the  expedition  againft  them  un- 
der general  Sullivan  and  count 
D'Eftaing,  p.  157 — an  engage- 
ment between  numbers  of  them 
and  of  Sullivan  s  troops,  p. 
165 — they  evacuate  the  iiland, 

P-333- 
Riot,  a  great  one  at  Eofton,  on  ac- 
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count  of  the  ftamp-aft,  vol.  i. 

p.  jy£ the  rioters   deftroy 

judge  Hutchifijon's  houfe,  p. 
17-7 — a  fimilar  riot  at  New 
York,  p.  185. 

Rhts  at  Edinburgh  and  Glafgmv, 
vol.  iii.  p.  248. 

Rochambeau,  count  de,  arrives  at 
7v/W<?  I/land,  and  is  addreffed 
by  the  inhabitants,  vol.  iii.  p. 
379 — joins  Washington  with  the 
French  troops,  vol.  iv.  p.  123 
— lends  the  American  comman- 
der money  to  fupply  his  troops, 
p.  1 86. 

Rockingbam,  the  marquis  of,  dies, 
vol.  iv.  p.  265. 

Rodney,  Sir  George,  appointed  to 
the  chief  command  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  vol.  iii.  p.  406 — en- 
gages and  defeats  the  Spanijh 
fleet  under  Don  Juan  Langara, 

p.   407 engages   count    de 

Guichen,  p.  41 1 — takes  St.  Eu- 
Jlatia,  vol.  iv.  p.  74— difpatches 
a  few-  fhips  after  the  Dutch  ad- 
miral and  his  convoy;  the  ad- 
miral is  killed  in  defending  his 
Ihip,  and  the  fleet  is  taken,  p. 
75 — watches  count  de  GraJJc, 
p.  268 — engages  him,  p.  270 — 
engages  him  afrem,  defeats  and 
takes  him,  p.  273 — is  created 
an  Engliih  peer,  p.  279. 

Rtttlfdget  governor,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, retaliates  for  colonel  Bal- 
four's  conduct,  vol.  iv.  p.  172 
— iflues  writs  for  a  new  election 
of  reprefentatives,  &c.  p.  2 1 1 . 
S. 

Salem,  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
prefent  an  addrefs  to  general 
Gage,  vol.}.  p.  374. 

Sarville,  Sir  George,  moves  for  the 
relief  of  the  Papifts,  vol.  iii. 
p.  113. 

Savannah  evacuated  by  the  Britifh, 
vol.  iv.  p.  301. 

Sayre,  Mr.  fecured  and  committed 
to  the  Tower,  vol.  ii.  p.  224—- 
fueslord  Rochford,  p.  435. 


Schaick,  colonel  Van,  his 

tion  againit  the  Indians,  vol. 
iii.  p.  264. 

Scheme,  one  for  deftroying  general 
Washington's  army  at  Newt 
York,  vol.  ii.  p.  276. 

Schools,  the  public,  in  the  Mafia- 
chufetts  and  Connecticut,  vol. 
ii.  p.  125. 

Schnyler,  general,  difarms  the  in- 
habitants of  Try  on  county,  vol. 
ii.  p.  176 — retblutions  of  con- 
grefs  concerning  him,  p.  426, 

474- 

Seal  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, vol.  iv.  p.  297. 

Seceflion,  the,  of  many  of  the 
minority  members,  vol.  ii.  p. 
442. 

Ships,  BritiuS,  taken  in  Boflon  bay 
and  the  neighbourhood,  vol.  ii. 
p.  144. 

,  of  war,  driven  from 

Nantajket,  and  the  port  of  Bof- 
ton opened,  vol.  ii.  p.  266 — 
the  Phoenix  and  Rofe  go  up  the 
North  river  and  return,  p.  304, 

305- 

Skirmi/bcs  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Bofton,  vol.  ii.  p.  22,  24, 
66. 

Slaves,  African,  firft  introduced 
into  the  colonies,  vol.  i.  p.  56. 

Snider,  Chrijiophcr,  killed  at  Bojlon, 
and  buried  with  the  greateft  re- 
fpect,  vol.  i.  p.  276. 

Sons  of  liberty,  the  rife  of  the 
title  among  the  Americans,  vol. 
i.  p.  167. 

South  Caro/ina  congrefs  enter  into 
an  affociation,  and  refolve  upon 
putting  Charleftcrwn  and  the 
province  into  a  refpeftable 
pofture  of  defence,  vol.  ii.  p. 
Si — the  governor,  lord  William. 
Campbell,  diftruftful  of  his  per- 
fonal  fafety,  quits  Ckarlcfto<wn9 
and  goes  on  board  a  royal  (loop 
of  war,  p.  i  oo — the  popular 
meafures  oppofed  by  numbers, 
and  the  reafons  for  it,  p.  101 — 
the 
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the  committee  of  fafety  fend 
troops  into  the  fettlements  of 
the  royalifts,  and  feize  their 
leaders,  p.  106 — the  provincial 
congrefs  determine  upon  an  in- 
dependent conftitution,  p.  210 
— the  ftate  goes  to  war  with 

the    Cherokee st   p.  364 new 

models  the  temporary  form  of 
government,  vol.  iii.  p.  85 — 
is  invaded  by  general  Prevoft, 
p.  254 — a  general  revolt  in  fa- 
vor of  congrefs,  p.  429 — the 
aflembly  meet  at  Jackfonbo- 
rough,  vol.  iv.  p.  256. 

Spaniards ,  their  humanity  to  their 
Britifo  prifoners,  vol.  iv.  p.  14. 

Spanljb  and  French  fleets  join  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  but  make  no 
attempt  againft  Jamaica,  vol. 
iv.  p.  2. 

Speech,  the  royal,  at  the  opening 
of  the  feflion  of  parliament  in 
1777,  and  the  debates  after  it, 
vol.  iii.  p.  95 — in  1781,  vol. 
iv.  p.  215. 

Stamp-aft>  vol.  i.  p.  157 — colonel 
Barres  fpeech  in  the  debates 
upon  it,  p.  1 60 — during  the 
debate,  general  dntewcy  denies 
the  right  of  parliament  tc  tax 
the  colonies,  p.  162 — the  re- 
folves  of  the  Virginia  houfe  of 
burgefles  refpecling  the  ftamp- 
ad,  p.  1 69 — the  fpirits  of  the 
colonifts  inflamed  by  them,  fo 
that  great  difturbances  follow, 
p.  175,  i  $3,  185 — the  repeal 
of  the  ftamp-adt,  p.  201 — the 
joy  that  occafions  through  the 
colonies,  p.  207. 

Stamp-papers,  the  diftributors  of 
them  refign,  vol.  i.  p.  184, 
187,  1 88— bufmefs  carried  on 
without  them,  p.  191. 

Stark,  general,  arrives  with  the 
Ne<w  Hampjhire  militia  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Burgoyne's 
army,  in  order  to  oppofe  him, 
vol.  ii.  p.  536 — defeats  lieut. 


colonels   Baum   and    Breymem, 
p.  540. 

State  of  the  army  under  general 
Wafhington,  vol.  ii.  p.  316 — • 
in  the  northern  department,  p. 
318. 

States  General,  they  are  applied 
to  for  the  Scutch  brigade  to 
ferve  againft  the  Americans, 
and  the  opinion  of  Johan  van. 
der  Cappelle  on  the  occafion, 
vol.  ii.  p.  238. 

Stenbeu,  baron,  is  chofen  infpedlor 
general,  vol.  iii.  p.  67. 

Stewart,  lieut.  colonel,  engages 
general  Greene  at  the  E//ta<w 
fprings,  vol.  iv.  p.  168 — aban- 
dons the  E:tta-iv,  p.  170. 

Stoney-point  taken  by  the  Britim, 
vol.  iii.  p.  261 — retaken  by  the 
Americans,  p.  268. 

Stomngicn  fired  upon  by  the  Bri- 
tifli  {hipping,  vol.  ii.  p.  122. 

Suffering}  endured  by  the  gentle* 
men  fent  from  Cbarlepoyut'  to 
St.  Anguftine>  vol.  iv.  p.  139 — 
by  the  continental  officers  taken 

at   Charleftoivn,   p.  141 by 

the  American  marine  prifoners 
in  New  .York)  p.  143. 

Svjfolk  county  in  the  Maffachu- 
jetts,  their  delegates  meet,  and 
come  to  various  refolutions, 
vol.  i.  p.  389 — addrefs  gover- 
nor Gage,  p.  39: — fend  to  the 
general  congrefs  at  Philadelphia 
an  account  of  their  proceed- 
ings, p.  392 — which  are  ap- 
proved by  congrefs,  p.  393. 

Stiff  rein,  Mr.  de,  is  fent  in  pur- 
fuit  of  commodore  John/tout, 
vol.  iv.  p.  148 — attacks  the 
commodore,  p.  149 — engages 
admiral  Hughes  in  the  Eaft  In- 
dies, p.  266 engages  him 

afrefli,  p.  344 — a  third  and 
fourth  time,  p.  34^ — the  lull 
time,  p.  348. 

Sullivan,  general,  his  expedition 

to  Slat  en  Ifland,  vol.  ii.  p.  503 

— againit 
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*— againft  the  Britilh  troops, 
Rhode  I/land,  vol.  iii.  p.  15,9, 

l(n engages   a  number  of 

them,  p.  165 — retreats  from 
Rhode  ifland,  p.  168 — his  ex- 
pedition againit  the  Indians, 
p.  307. 

Sullivan- i/land  fort  attacked  by 
Sir  Peter  Parser,  vol.  ii.  p.  282. 

Suaipter,  colonel,  heads  the  friends 
of  independency,  quits  North 
Carolina,  and  takes  the  field  in 
South  againft  the  victorious  Bri- 
tilh,  vol.  iii.  p.  387— attacks 
the  Britiih  poft  at  tLockj-ttmatt* 
and  at  Hanging-rock,  p.  428 — 
on  the  Wateree,  p.  44.2 — is  de- 
feated by  col.  Tarlcton,  p.  447 
— is  made  a  brigadier  general, 
P.  494 — defeats  major  Wieyms, 
and  is  attacked  by  Tarletoa, 
whom  he  repulfes,  p.  471  — 
takes  the  Britifh  garrifon  at 
Orangeburgh,  vol.  iv.  p.  89. 

Surgeons  in  the  American  army, 
-  many  of  them  exceinvely  defici- 
ent, vol.  ii.  p.  334. 

Synod,  the  United,  of  New  Tork 
and  Philadelphia,  their  paitoral 
letter,  vol.  ii.  p.  73. 

Tail  mage,  major,  furprifes  fort 
St.  George  on  Long  IJland,  vol. 
iii.  p.  493. 

Tarleton,  lieut.  colonel,  defeats 
colonel  Buford,  vol.  iii.  p.  360 
— defeats* colonel  Sumpter,  p. 
447 — is  repulfed  by  him,  p.  47 1 
—is  defeated  by  general  Mor- 
gan, vol.  iv.  p.  35 — his  expedi- 
tion to  Charlotte  faille ,  p.  402. 

Taxes  not  to  be  impofed  upon  the 
inhabitant's  of  New  York  colo- 
ny, but  by  their  own  reprefen- 
tatives,  according  to  the  decla- 
rative act  of  their  general  court, 
paffed  immediately  after  the  re- 
volution, vol.  i.  p.  97 — a  fimi- 
lar  acl  pafled  by  the  Majfachu- 
fi-tts  legiflature,  p.  99 the 


fcheme  of  taxing  the  col:i::cs  re- 
jeftecl  by  Sir  Robert  Walpdc, 
p.  109 — the  Britiih  govern- 
ment under  no  neceflity  of  tax- 
ing the  colonies  for  their  defence, 
and  the  fecurity  of  the  new 
ceded  countries,  p.  i6> — a  bill 
for  taxing  the  colonies  afreih 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Charles 
Townfend,  p.  214. 
Teal  the  Eaft  India  company  re- 
queft  the  repeal  of  the  Ameri- 
can duty  upon  it,  vol.  i.  p.  324 
— a  bill  pafies,k  enabling  them 
to  export  their  own  teas,  p. 
325 — the  colonifts  excited  to 
refift  the  introduction  and  fale 
of  their  teas  upon  that  plan, 
p.  331 — the  confignees  at  Phi- 
ladelphia and  Nc'iio  York  refign, 
their  appointment,  p.  332 — a 
quantity  of  tea  thrown  over- 
board at  New  York,  p.  333 — 
the  New  York  and  Philadelphia 
tea-Jbips  return  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, p.  334 the  m-jafures 

taken  at  Bofton  to  induce  the 
confignees  at  that  place  to  re- 
fign, p.  33$ — the  tca-Jhips  ar- 
rive, and  are  Watched,  p.  337 
— the  contents  of  342  chcfts  of 
tea  caft  into  the  fait  water,  p. 

P-  34-1- 

Terney,  admiral  de,  arrives  at 
Newport,  and  is  addreffed  by 
the  inhabitants,  vol.  iii.  p.  380 
— dies  at  Newport,  p.  499. 

Thomas,  the  American  general, 
dies,  vol.  ii.  p.  253. 

Thompfon,  general,  difpatched  to 
attack  the  Britifh  at  Three  Ri- 
vers, vol.  ii.  p.  256 — is  de- 
feated and  taken,  p.  258. 

Tcbigo  taken,  vol.  iv.  p.  133. 

TOWNS  in  the  Maflachufetts,  their 
conititution,  vol.  i.  p.  382. 

To*w*fen49  Mr.  Charles,  moves  for 
a  bill  granting  duties  in  the 
Britifh  American  colonies,  vol. 
i.  p.  214. 


INDEX. 


frade,  the  importance  of  the 
Btitifti  Weft  India,  vol.  i.  p. 
494i-i-of  the  colonies,  p.  495. 

'Treaties,  debates  on  thofe  for  em- 
ploying foreign  troops  in  Ame- 
rica, vol.  ii.  p.  240. 

Treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
between  the  States  General  and 
the  American  States,  vol.  iv.  p. 
.33-2— between  Sweden  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  p. 
376. 

the  HcJJians  there  defeat- 
ed>  vol.  ii.  p.  396. 
'rial  of  captain  Prefton,  for  killing 
the  perfons  who  fell  on  the  5th 
of  March,  1776,  and  his  ac- 
quittal, vol.  i.  p.  291 — of  the 
foldiers  on  the  like  account, 
and  two  found  guilty  of  man- 
flaughter,  p.  292. 

^  r,  general  Gage  ordered  to 
fend  fome  to  Rojlon,  vol.  i.  p. 
£3& — two  regiments  are  landed 
In  the  town,  p.  247 — the  foldi- 
ers and  inhabitants  quarrel,  and 
fet  length  the  former  fire  upon 
"the  latter,  and  kill  feveral,  p. 
281— -which  occasions  the  ut- 
moft  confulion  in  the  town, 
\vhen  it  is  agreed  that  the  regi- 
ments fhouid  withdraw  to  the 
•tattle,  p.  287 — the  perfons  flain 
sre  buried  with  unparalleled 
pomp,  p.  290.  The  Bojion  com- 
mittee aft  fyftematically  to  pre- 
vent all  fupplies  for  the  troops 
In  the  town  under  governor 
'Gage,  p.  384. 

"rumbuft.  Mr.  "John,  taken  up  in 
London  and  committed  to  pri- 

fOR,    Vol.  IV.    p.  12. 

'fyd'n  county,  the  inhabitants  of 
it  difatmed,  vol.  ii.  p.  176. 
-  -  ,  governor,  difiblves  the 
•North  Cardwa  affembly,  voL  i. 
jv.  25  6; — arrives  at  New  York9 
vol.  ii.  p.  94 — his  influence 
-alarms  congrefs,  p.  119.  He 
^[Kits  New  York,  and  goes  on 
Aboard  the  packet>  p.  izc — 


commands  the  expedition  agaLaft 
Danburj,  p.  462 — againft  New- 
Haven,  ¥  airfield,  and  Nat-walk, 
vol.  iii.  p.  265. 

^.yconderoga,  colonel  Aliens  expe- 
dition againft  it,  vol.  ii.  p.  10 
• — the  fort  furprifed,  p.  13 — 
evacuated  by  general  St.  Clair* 

f.^.     ^ 

Vergennes,  count  de,  his  politics, 
vol.  iii.  p.  226. 

Ville  de  Paris,  count  de  Grajfi's 
fhip,  ftrikes  to  Sir  Samuel  Hood, 
vol.  iv.  p.  275-* 

Vincent,  St.  taken  by  the  French, 
vol.  iii.  p.  286. 

Virginia  fettled,  vol.  i.  p.  52 — 
African  flaves  introducedamong 
the  fettlers,  p.  56 — ^they  addrefs 
king  Charles  I.  p.  62— ^the  com- 
mons of  England  fend  a  force 
againft  them,  p.  63.  They  pro- 
claim Charles  II.  king  of  Kng- 
land,  Scotland,  Ireland,  and 
Virginia,  p.  64 — their  council 
and  houfe  of  burgefTes  petition 
the  king,  prefent  a  memorial  to- 
the  houfe  of  lords,  and  remon- 
ftrate  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 
,p.  156.  The  refolves  of  the 
houfe  of  burgefTes  againft  the 
right  of  parliament  to  tax  them, 
p.  169.  The  circulation  of 
thefe  refolves  inflame  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  feveral  colonies 
againft  the  ftamp-acl:,  p.  171, 
175,  200.  The  houfe  of  bur- 
gelfes  is  diffolved  for  their 
coimter-refolves  to  thofe  of  the 
houfe  of  lords  and  commons; 
when  the  gentlemen  who  formed 
it  meet,  and  enter  into  a  una- 
nimous affociation  againft  im- 
portations, p.  295— the  hur- 
geffes,  before  their  dilTolution, 
addreiled  the  king  on  the  £ub- 
jec"t  of  tranfporting  perfons 
from  the  colonies  to  be  tried 
in  Great  Britain,  p.  262.  The 
houfe  of  burgeffes  refolves  'to 


INDEX, 


maintain  an  intercourfe  with 
the  lifter  colonies,  p.  327. 

Virginia,  the  governor  of,  orders 
powder  to  be  conveyed  away 
from  the  public  magazine, 
which  occafions  capt.  Patrick 
Henry  to  march  with  his  vo- 
lunteers tovyard  Williamjburgh, 

vol.  ii.    p.  7 convenes   the 

houfe  of-burgcfles,  p.  86 — goes 
on  board  a  man  of  war,  p.  87. 
He  is  entreated  to  return  to 
Williamjburgh ,  by  a  joint  ad- 
drds  of  the  council  and  houfe, 
p.  88 — the  houfe  prefents  an 
addrefs  in  anfwer  to  his  fpeech, 
p.  90 — the  convention  admit 
the  Scotch  petitioners  to  a  itric't 
neutrality,  p.  109..  They  fo- 
lemnly  decUre  in  favor  of  a 
reftoration  to  the  former  friend- 
ly connection  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, p.  109 — reicind  their  for- 
mer refolution  refpecling  the 
Scotch  petitioners,  on  account 
of  thefe  not  having  kept  their 
faith,  p.  114 — agree  upon  a. 
conftitution,  p.  500 — the  Bri- 
tift>  make  a  defcent  upon  the 
itate,  vol.  iii.  p.  26.o-r-the  fiate 
retaliates  on  the  lieut.  gov.  of 
Detroit,  and  others,  p.  26 f. 

Virginians,  the  lofs  fuitained  by 
them,  while  lord  Com^uoallis  was 
attempting  to  reduce  the  itate, 
vol.  iv.  p.  403. 

Virtual  reprefcntation  not  applica- 
ble to  trie  colonies,  vol.  i,  p, 
162, 

W. 

Walpole,  Sir  Robert,  his  opinion 
about  taxing  the  Britifh  colo- 
nies, vol,  i.  ,p.  109. 

War,  the  American,  the  lower 
clafs  of  Englifh  and  Irifn  ad- 
verfe  to  it,  vol.  ii.  p.  219. 

Warren,  doc~tor,  his  letter  to  ge- 
neral Gage,  vol.  i.  p.  489 — is 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Breed's, 
rnifcalled  Bunker 's  Hill,  vol,  ii, 


p.  46 — his  character,  p.  49-** 
his  remains  taken  up,  and  ho-, 
norably  buried  by  the  lodge  of" 
Free  Majws,  p.  214. 
Washington  Gevrge,  major,  fenf 
by  governor  Dinwiddie  to  the 
French  commandant,  vol.  i.  p, 
121, 

,  colonel,  en- 
gages the  French,  p.  123. 

— ,  efq;  eleckd  ge- 


neral to  command  all  the  con- 
tinental forces,  vol,  ii.,p.  34—^ 
arrives  at  Cambridge,  p.  63 — - 
letters  between  him  and  Gage,  p, 
129.  The  general  no  wile  uc- 
firous  of  independency,  though 
many  of  the  New  England  of- 
ficers are,  p.  172 — requires  13 
regiments  of  militia  to  ftrengther* 
the  army,  p.  1 81 — is  for  crofs- 
ing  the  ice  and  attacking  Bof- 
ton,  p.  189 — fends  off  troops 
for  fte<w  York  upon  the  town's 
being  evacuated,  p.  2oc-^at- 
tends  a  thankfgiving  fermon 
preached  at  his  requeft,  p.  20?, 
—  is  complimented  by  the  Maf- 
fachufetts  council  and  rcprefen  - 
tatives  in  a  joint  addrefs,  pt 
203—^his  force  at  AVoo  Tfor-k 
fmall,  p.  2y7-r-a  conference  be- 
tween him  and  the  Britifh  ad- 
jutant general,  p.  302— -ev^cur 
ates  Long  Ijl.ind,  p.  313 — eva- 
cuates Av-w  York  Ijland,  p.  33,^ 
— erodes  the  North  river  into 
Jerfiy^  p.  347— retreats  thiough 
the  jerffjs  into  Pennfylvasia^ 
?•  353— his  fituation  after  crofr 
img  the  Delaware ,  p.  390 — . 
recrofies  and  attacks  :i:c  Hef- 
Jtans,  p.  394 — re-'.-iv;trrs  tkejfer- 
398 — efc^pes  from  Ion} 
M'/JS,  marches  toPrincelon^ 
and  attacks  the  fourth  Britifh 
brigade-,  p.  400 — marches  to 
Morriftown,  p.  4 '.  r, -r-r-the  weak- 
nefs  of  his  force  there,  p.  422. 
He  quits  Mqrnjlq^jn,  p.  469— 

' 


4- 


N        D 


is  perplexed  about  the  defti- 
nation  of  the  Britifh  fleet  and 
army,  p.  493 — marches  toward 

the   Brandynvine,  p.  494 is 

beaten,  p.  51 1—  retreats  to Phi- 
ladelphia 9  p.  1^13 — recrofles  the 
Sctntylkill  with  a  firm  intent  of 
fighting  Sir  William  Hoivc,  p. 
^  1 4 — providentially  prevented 
by  an  incefiant  heavy  rain,  p. 
51 5 — pafles  tihe&cbujlkiU  afrefh, 
p.  516 — furprifes  the  main  bo- 
dy of  the  royal  army  at  Ger- 
man-town, p.  522 — is  obliged 
to  retreat,  p.  524 — his  force, 
vol.  iii.  p.  3 — at  White  Marjhy 
p.  IO — huts  at  Valley-forge,  p. 
j  i — his  removal  from  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  attempted, 
p.  54 — he  labors  to  obtain 
half  pay  for  the  officers,  p.  63— 
marches  the  troops  from  Valley- 
forge,  p.  133 — engages  the  Bri- 
tifh near  Monmouth,  p.  146 — 
his  thoughts  upon  the  change 
of  public  affairs,  p.  1-70 — his 
fcheme  for  procuring  good  in- 
telligence, p.  235 — for  fecur- 
ing  himfelf  from  an  attack,  p. 
30^ — mentions  the  difficulties 
attending  his  army,  p.  478 — 
proceeds  to  meet  count  de  Ro- 
fhambcau  and  adm.  Ternaj  at 
Hertford,  p.  479 — agrees  with 
the  count  upon  a  plan  for  the 
next  campaign,  p.  480 — during 
his  abfence  Arnold's  fcheme  for 
delivering  up  Weft  Point  is  dif- 
covered,  idem.  Wamington  ap- 
points a  board  of  general  offi- 
cers to  examine  and  report  up- 
on major  Andre's  cafe,  p.  486 
—his  thoughts  upon  the  whole 
bufmefs,  p.  490.  He  detects 
a  mod  grofs  hnpofition  in  the 
furnifhing  of  cattle  for  the  ar- 
my, p,  495 — communicates  his 
thoughts  to  Kent.  col.  Lnnrcns 
and  Dr.  Franklin,  upon  die  ne- 
ceflity  of  aidirom  Prat*-.*,  par- 


ticularly in  money  and  a  naval 
fuperiority,  vol.  iv.  p.  23.— — 
the  purpofes  to  be  anfwered  by 
fuch  fuperiority,  p.  25 — his  in- 
tention of  catching  Arnold  and 
his  detachment  in  Virginia,  p, 
60 — declares  the  abfolute  necef- 
fity  of  a  timely  and  powerful 
aid  from  France,  p.  67 — dif- 
approves  of  the  Eritijh  frigate's 
having  been  furnifhed  with  pro- 
vifions,  to  prevent  worfe  con- 
fequences  to  his  houfe  and  pro- 
perty, p.  1 1 8 — his  account  of 
the  diftrefles  of  his  army,  p. 
1 1 9 — fettles  with  Rocbambeau 
his  plan  of  operations,  p.  1 20 
— the  French  troops  under  Ro- 
chambeau.  join  him,  p.  123. 
Wamington  changes  his  plan  of 
operations,  p.  125— —marches 
with  the  allied  army  for  Phila- 
delphia, p.  126 — arrives  at  the 
Head  of  Elk,  p.  186 — before 
York  Town,  p.  188 — opens 
the  trenches,  p.  191 — obliges 
the  Britifh  to  furrender,  p.  196 
— -congratulates  the  allied  army 
on  the  event,  p.  197 — attends 
coRgrefs,  p.  208 — his  refolu- 
tion  on  the  hanging  of  captain 
Jojhua  Huddjy  p,  249 — orders 
an  unconditional  prifoner  to  be 
fent  on  from  Pennfylvania  or 

Maryland,  p.  284 expreffc*- 

his  concern  at  capt.  Afgill's 
being  fent,  p.  285 — upon  re- 
ceiving capt.  Lippincot's  trial, 
and  Sir  Gity  Carle  ton*  letter, 
he  laid  the  whole  matter  before 
congrefs  for  their  direction,  p. 
288 — admits  A/gill  to  his,  pa- 
role, allows  him  further  indul- 
gences, and  exp  relies  his  pri- 
vate opinion  in  favor  of  his  be- 
ing releafed,  and  permitted  to 
return  to  his  friends  in  Europe t 
p.  289 — the  general  receives  a 
letter  from  count  de  Vergenncs% 
interceding  for  the  captain,  ac- 
cornpanicd 
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companied  with,  Mrs.  A/gill, 
the  mother's  letter  to  the  count, 
which  are  forwarded  to  con- 

frefs,  who  direct  that  he  Ihould 
e  fet  at  liberty,  p.  290 

Wajbington  fends  with  the  re- 
folve  of  congrefs,  a  pafiport  for 
his  going  into  Ne-uu  York,  and 
writes  him  a  polite  letter,  p. 
201 — is  informed  by  Sir  Guy 
Carleton  and  ad  in.  Digbj,  of  the 
negotiations  for  peace,  p.  294 
— difconcerts  the  attempts  to 
fow  difcord  between  the  mili- 
tary and  civil  powers  of  the 
United  States,  p.  35$ — has  an 
interview  with  Sir  Guy  Carle- 
ton,  p.  367 — addrelTes  a  circu- 
lar letter  to  the  governors  of 
the  feveral  Hates,  p.  370 — if- 
fues  out  his  farewell  orders  to 
the  armies,  p.  380 — takes  his 
leave  of  the  officers,  p.  383 — 
delivers  in  his  accounts  to  the 
comptroller  at  Philadelphia,  p. 
385 — refigns  his  commiffion  to 
congrefs  at  Annapolis,  p.  ^S-  — 
a  few  ftrictures  concerning  him, 
p.  405. 

//  fijMvgioii)  lieut.  colonel,  by  a 
itratagem  reduces  the  Britifh 
poit  at  Clermont,  vol.  iii.  p. 

474* 

Vv'u\ne,  general,  furprifed  by  ge- 
neral Grej,  vol.  ii.  p.  ^17 — 
takes  Staxejt  Print,  \ol.  iii.  p. 
268 — attacks  the  block-houfe  at 
Bi-rgen-ncck,  p.  381 — fent  with 
the  Pennfyl-vanin  line  to  Virgi- 
nia* and  joins  the  marquis  da 
la  Fajette,  vol.  iv.  p.  115 — 
attacks  tlie  Britifh  army  under 
lord  Cdnvuw&tt,  arid  extricates 
himfclf  from  a  molt  perilous 
fituation,  p.  i  j  7 — proceeds  to 
and  comn;<inds  in  Georgia,  p< 
258 — routs  col.  />/•<?<•: •„•//,  p,  299 
--is  furpriied  by  a  body  of 
Creek  Indian;,  but  repiilfeb 


p.  300 takes  poffeffion  of 

Savannah,  upon  its  being 
evacuated  by  the  Britilh,  p. 
Jpl- 

Whitcomh,  colonel,  propofes  in- 
lifting  as  a  private,  vol.  ii.  p. 
147. 

White,  colonel  John,  with  fix  vo- 
lunteers, by  a  ftratagem  in  the 
night,  makes  141  of  the  ene- 
my prifoners,  about  25  miles 
from  the  Savannah,  vol.  iii.  p. 

33'- 

Whitcfield,  the  reverend  Mr.  his 
information  alarms  the  New 
England  minifters,  vol.  i.  p. 

H3- 

Wilkes,  John,  efq;  triumphs  at 
length  by  the  fuccefs  of  the  mo- 
tion for  expunging,  from  the 
journals  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, the  entry  by  which  he 
was  pronounced,  in  1769,  in- 
capable of  fitting  in  that  houfe, 
vol.  iv.  p.  263. 

Williams,  colonel,  of  Ninety  Six, 
repulfes  a  body  of  tories,  vol. 
iii.  p.  449. 

,  Mr.  Roger,  the  firft 

legifiator  in  theie  latter  ages, 
that  etfabliihes  full  liberty  of 
confcier.ce  in  Rhode  Ifland  and 
Providence  Plantations,  vol.  i. 

P«  37- 

Wilmington,  in  North  Carolinat 
taken  by  the  Britifh,  vol.  iv. 
p.  47. 

Wocfter,  general,  mortally  wound- 
ed, vol.  ii.  p.  464.. 

Wyoming  fettlsinents  deftroyed  by 
the  Indians,  vol.  iii.  p.  185. 

Yankee,  the  origin  of  the  term, 
vol.  i.  p.  481. 

Yorke,  Sir  Jofeph,  applies  to  their 
high  mighdnelTes  tor  the  deli- 
vering up  of  the  Serapis  and 
Ce.'ifiif/s  cf  Scarlzrcxgh,  vol.  iii. 
p.  30^-— presents  a  memorial  to 
the 
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the  States  General  relative  to  the  ginia,  furrender  to  the  allied 

eventual    treaty  between  Ame-  army    under  general  Wafhino-- 

rica  and  Holland,  vol.  iv.   p. '  §  ton,  vol.  iv.  p.  196. 

— withdraws  from \' the  Hague,  Z. 
P*  6.                         V                        Zeitfabite,  lieut.  colonel,  is  tried, 

Ttfrtx,  and  GMetfhr  in  Vir-  and  efcapes,  vol.  ii.  p.  325. 
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